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Editor’s Letter continued
anything magical or amazing, it was just his
consistent effort and genuinely warm enquiry that
made a positive impact. Could that one person who
encourages a child or young person be you?
Welcome to issue 27 of SPAG Magazine. This is our
final issue. In July I spent a week in hospital with a
major health issue, and while I have been improving,
I continue to struggle with limited energy and focus.
I’ve prayed about what is the right thing to do, and
attempted to find someone to take over, without
success, and so it is with sad regret, that we come to
the last issue of SPAG Magazine.
There is still always hope that someone else or an
organisation may take up the reins and continue with
it, and I would really appreciate your prayers in this
matter. Perhaps though, it is God’s desire that it’s
time is at an end, and that it had achieved it’s Godgiven purpose.
We have lots of great articles as always in this issue,
but there is one topic that I believe is important to
share with you about ‘The Great Reset.’ Bill
Muehlenberg provides us with some more detail
about what it is, and why it’s something of major
concern for the future of the world, and particularly
how that may impact Christians. Bill’s article “The
great Reset and the Rise of the Radical Technocrats”
is on page 34, and you may also like to view a video
on the subject by Martin Iles of the Australian
Christian Lobby for other information. Here’s the
link.
I hope you’ll be challenged and encouraged to seek
closer intimacy with God through Andrew Brandon’s
terrific article “Rule of Life: the Silence that speaks” on
page 58, or at the very least to pray about it.
Graham McDonald’s article “Children: the Great
Omission” on page 7 reminds us how one person can
encourage a young person to look positively upon
God, Christians and the church, as it did in my own
life. When I was a child, there was one adult at my
church who always seemed genuinely pleased to see
me. His enthusiasm and positive attitude made me
feel I was worthwhile, and ultimately contributed
towards my return to God as a young adult. He
never threw down a red carpet in front of me or did

As I come to the final Editor’s Letter, it’s difficult to
know how to finish. I know that I’ve learned so
much, not just increasing my skills, but developing
my foundational faith more. I’ve been challenged by
many articles to see things from a different perspective, and discovered some wonderful Christian
writers online where I can always be sure to find
something interesting, and Christ-centred to read,
and through which to grow. I hope you have too.
Thank you for joining me on this journey. I pray
that you’ll grow and strengthen in your faith and in
your relationship with our loving Father. I look
forward to meeting you in person, in heaven.
Warm regards
Vicki Nunn
Editor
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SPAG (Single Person Approved by God) is a free quarterly, online
magazine for all Christians adults, with a focus on singles. While it is
based in Australia, it is an international, inter-denominational
publication. Our threefold aims are:
 to honour and exalt God;
 to encourage, challenge and inspire all Christian believers, with
articles suitable for all Christian adults; and
 to provide Christian singles, Church leaders, married couples and
Christian counsellors with insight into the problems and needs of
singles who can sometimes feel overlooked or even unwanted in
their own church or Christian community.

Singles: we understand that you may feel invisible, overlooked or even unwanted in the church. Be assured that your needs, concerns and
problems are real. You are not alone, but are part of a vast family of brothers and sisters. God sees you and your struggles: He knows you and He
loves you. The articles here are written to encourage, challenge and inspire you, whether single or married.
~ Please share SPAG Magazine with friends and family~
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Dear Lou
I’ve been going to a women’s small Bible study group
for a few years now and I’ve been learning a lot. I also like
that we can sit around and chat about our struggles and
spend time in prayer for each other or those we love. We
had a real trust going between us and I knew that I could
share with them and not be judged.
A few months ago a new woman joined the group,
and she’s been very friendly and joined in our Bible
discussions. The problem I have is that a couple of the
personal struggles I shared with the group since she
joined have found their way to our Pastor and his wife.
While I don’t want to blame the new person, it’s only
happened since she joined the group.
How do I bring up this problem? Should I speak to the
group’s leader? I don’t want to accuse the new person
because I have no proof it was her. Now I feel like my
trust has been betrayed and I don’t know that I can ever
feel comfortable being so open with the others in the
group again. Am I being over-sensitive about this?
Trisha
Dear Trisha,
The letter you have written is symptomatic of stories I
hear often from small groups and even church life. I will
make a few comments for you.
Recognise that whenever a new person enters a group
you will of necessity have to define afresh the trust
boundaries of this group. This is why some groups don’t
want to embrace a new person. I always say to any small
group I lead, “the trust you build and the confidences you
share are the property of this group and are not available
for publication. It is all about trust.
I have a concern that because you have been hurt, you
could easily choose not to share your heart in any group
and this would be sad for you. I have a little test I use to
see if someone is trustworthy. I share something
insignificant about myself with that person that no other
person knows about, and just leave it there. If nothing has
come back to me in a few weeks I will share another facet
and see what happens with it. If after a few more weeks I
have heard nothing, I know I have found a person who is
trustworthy.
Ask your group leader if the group, or the church has
an expectation on confidentiality, and if so, mention it to
the group. Keep attending the group as it has been
important to you, but be very careful what you share. You
will probably find others in the group who are doing the
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same.
Make sure you set in place a way in which you can
determine if a person is trustworthy.
I would encourage you to find a mentor who you can
use as a sounding board. Someone who knows how to
care without needing to share your story. Think of five
people who you think could be a mentor for you and then
start at number one and ask them if they would be a
mentor for you. If they can’t then go to number two.
I have a booklet entitled “Accountability” by Keith
Drury. In this booklet he talks about the keys to
mentoring, and concludes with around 70 accountability
or mentoring questions.
I trust this is helpful for you.
Lou
------------------------Dear Lou
Ever since my husband left us 3 years ago, my
youngest son has become very withdrawn. He’s now 15
and refuses to go to any social functions and spends most
of his spare time playing games in his room. He won’t
even come to church with me anymore. My husband had
the 2 boys stay with him on the weekend at the
beginning, but for the last year he says it pointless to have
the youngest stay with him because he completely ignores
my ex-husband the entire time.
My son was much more outgoing before the break-up
and I think it really affected him a lot. I’d like to send him
along to a counsellor, but how do I go about doing that?
Are there counsellors who specialise in children and
teenagers? Where could I find out more information? Is
there some way that I can help him through this? I’m
feeling very lost.
Kelsey
Dear Kelsey,
One important thing for you to recognise is the fact
that when you separate, the world of your children is
thrown into total chaos. What you are seeing is your son
closing others out of his life so that he can’t get hurt any
more. You would have heard the statement which says,
“Every action will bring a reaction.” This is being worked
out in your son in front of you,
As a teenager he is now making some powerful
decisions, and these are going to have a significant impact
on his moving forward. He appears to have already
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decided that if he goes into his own world he can’t get
hurt anymore. Sadly, he does not have the ability to see
the cost his behaviour is going to have on his future
development.

cope, but not every week or every couple of days. I’d like
to tell her to stop criticising me and my home too. My
teenage daughter tells me I’m being too nice to her. Do
you have any suggestions about what to do or say?

You can’t change the direction he is going but you can
learn ways to be the significant other in his life. My first
suggestion is that you find ways in which you can
encourage him. Don’t point out his issues, don’t talk about
what has happened, don’t tell him to get his act together,
but tell him constantly how much you appreciate him, and
find ways to spend positive times together. A book I have
found helpful is “Encourage - the key to caring.” It would
be good for you to read it and learn what encouragement
can do.

Erica

If there is a male young adult in your church who you
know would be a positive influence for your son, talk to
this person to see if he would be available to gently get
involved in your son’s life. The key issue for your son is to
have a healthy role model, and be able to model himself
on that person. Find that person and ask them to get
involved. Always remember that what they talk about is
none of your business. You will be surprised at what a
difference a positive mentor will have on your son’s life.
He will get through this. Give him time, but make sure
you are part of the solution and not an extension of his
problem. He will make it in his time.
Lou
Dear Lou
I love my home. It’s in a nice quiet area and my
friendly neighbours live quietly too. At the end of the day
I spend time in the garden and find it a good way to destress from work. I’d lived there for about six years when a
woman I know moved into the street behind me. She likes
to drop over unannounced and loves to talk and
sometimes gossip. The most annoying thing is she also
likes to criticise what I’m doing or tell me how to do
things better at my home. She also sometimes invites
herself into my home for a coffee without me even asking
her.
Every time she turns up, I immediately tense up and
wish I could tell her to stop bothering me. I know she’s on
her own and feels lonely which is why I’ve tolerated her
so far, but I also know she has no friends, which I wonder
is because of her behaviours and criticism. She’s not a
Christian and I’m concerned if I say anything to her that
she’ll take it badly and think badly of Christians.
If she came over only once a month I could probably
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Dear Erica,
I appreciated reading your letter, as it is a topic I come
in contact with so often.
The first thing I would suggest for you is that you
develop a new understanding of who you are as a person.
I would look to do a personality profile with you to look at
how you approach life. I would suggest you read the book
“Personality Plus” by Florence Littauer and to do the
personality test she provides in that book. I also think it
would be beneficial to read the book entitled “Five Love
Languages.” When you get a better understanding of who
you are, you will be able to establish much healthier
boundaries for your life.
A couple of suggestions for you: establish the ground
rules for your home and you need to be strong in
enforcing them. If things happen which you are not
comfortable in hearing, you need to say so. In fact, with all
the conflict (even in church) about vaxed and non-vaxed
people, I have suggested to some people that this is a nontopic in this house and remind people of that. For you, if
there is gossip or topics you are not comfortable with, then
you set the standard.
Reread your second paragraph and see if you can
identify the problem. You comment, “she is on her own
and feels lonely” and “she has no friends.” You are
allowing her to come over whenever she chooses, and
wonder why you are building up frustration and anxiety.
She is controlling your life and you are letting that
happen. The first thing you need to do is on some
occasions simply say it is not an appropriate time for her
to be there as you have other commitments. Take some
ownership and listen to your daughter.
There are other comments I could make, but hear me
Erica, when I say, take ownership of your life and set in
place principles which are best for your family.
When you do that you will be spelling out what
healthy Christian standards are all about. When you do
that, she will most likely be offended. You must remember
that what might happen is not your problem.
It’s important that you get to know yourself a lot better.
Lou
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Restoration of the Robe
by Victor Brown
Press Services International

Genesis chapter 41 details a
very intriguing and inspiring
account of Joseph's ascendancy to
Prince of Egypt. The story begins
rather poignantly however, with a
series of very unfortunate events.
Always the Favourite
As the story goes, Joseph is the
favourite child of the patriarch
Jacob. He was loved by his father
because he was born to him in his
old age, but he was despised by
his brothers because he was his
daddy's favourite.
Truth be told, many of us can
relate to the disdain that Joseph's
brothers had for him. Whether it's
sibling rivalry, or seeing the
favourite employee at work, or
being in a class where there is a
‘teacher's pet;’ as humans, we
don't really appreciate not being
the first pick or favourite person in
a group, so, it's not hard for us to
see why Joseph's brothers disliked
him.
Jacob made a beautifully ornate
robe for Joseph as a symbol of his
approval of him and love for him.
His brothers hated him all the
more. In Jamaica, the term "bad
mind" is one that we are all too
familiar with. The term speaks to
the heart/emotional condition of
hating people for what they have
or feeling angered by their
prosperity.
(Quick note: as
believers, we must NEVER be of
"bad mind.")
Things escalated quickly when
Joseph flaunted his favour in the
faces of his family, telling them
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tales of extravagant dreams which
detailed him leading them and
them serving him. The fact is if my
sister came to me and told me I
would kneel to her, I am not sure
I'd be pleased either, would you?
Plot Twist
The next steps taken by
Joseph's brothers however, can be
described as nothing short of
drastic. They plotted to kill him
but he was saved by one brother
(Reuben) and sold into slavery
instead (Genesis chapter 37.)
While in slavery in Egypt, Joseph's
fortunes seemed to rise only as a
set-up for a greater fall.
He worked diligently and
gained favour in the sight of his
master so much so, that he led his
master's household and managed
all his assets.
He did so well that his master's
wife wanted him to be with her.
Joseph refused her overtures and
she lied, saying that he tried to
rape her simply because he denied
her advances so he would honour
God and his master. Indeed, hell
hath no fury like a woman
scorned. Joseph was thrown into
prison for a crime he did not
commit, and it appeared Joseph
was forgotten; by his family, his
master, and his God.
While in prison however, God
favoured Joseph once more, he
interpreted the dreams of a
cupbearer and baker for Pharaoh
and in the due course of time the
cupbearer mentioned to Pharaoh
what Joseph did for him and
Joseph was promoted to Prince of
Egypt for interpreting Pharaoh’s
dreams correctly and giving
wisdom.
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife

Sometimes it’s Good to be
Forgotten
God is reminding us of a
couple of things - sometimes it's
good to be forgotten. Obscurity is
our greatest blessing when God
wants to train us and teach us in
the dark places. Unseen by man
does not mean unseen by God.
Joseph had to be forgotten by even
the cupbearer for just the right
season so that he could be
remembered at the right time.
Joseph was remembered when
Pharaoh needed answers and he
was the only one who could give
them. Joseph was remembered
when the entire land of Egypt and
the known world was about to
enter one of the most destructive
famines in history. Joseph was
remembered in time to receive a
new robe and the signet ring of
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God’s Not Part-time
by Michael
Hannett
SPAG Journalist
God is not a part-time God. He
doesn't just show up during the
good times. He doesn't just show
up when He feels like it. He doesn't
just show up when it's convenient
for Him.

Joseph interpreting dreams while in prison

Pharaoh. Joseph was remembered
in time to save the family that had
forgotten him.
Sometimes we need to outgrow
our coat of many colours to fit into
our new robe of rulership. Trust
God in the seasons where you feel
forgotten and allow the processes
and journeys that he has for you to
train you. You're being prepared
for presidency. God is restoring
your favour and he's restoring
your robe. [END]
-------------------------Biography:
Victor Brown is a Christian Creative
and singer-songwriter from Kingston
Jamaica. He enjoys reading and writing as
well as creating music. He is currently a
law student at the Norman Manley Law
School. You can read more of his articles
here: link.

God is with you always, every
moment of every second of your
life, He is with you. Every second,
every blink of an eye, He is by your
side. There is never a moment
when He isn't making each and
every one of us a priority. In every
moment He pursues us. God is a
full time, all hands on deck, God.
Why? Why would He devote
every second to us? What makes us
so special that we warrant His
undivided attention? The simple
answer is, we are His. We are His
beloved children. We are the
treasure of His heart. We are, to
Him, the most beautiful thing He
ever created, and we mean more to
Him than all the universe.
That’s why, in good times and
bad, He is there to love us, support
us, encourage us, heal us, comfort
us, restore us, and keep us going.
It's why He sacrificed Jesus, His
Son, so that we could come home to
Him, so He could greet us at the
gates of heaven, wrap us in His
arms and never let go.
God is not a part-time God. He is

"And I am convinced that
nothing can ever separate us
from God’s love. Neither death
nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither our fears for
today nor our worries about
tomorrow - not even the powers
of hell can separate us from
God’s love.
No power in the sky above or
in the earth below - indeed,
nothing in all creation will ever
be able to separate us from the
love of God that is revealed in
Christ Jesus our Lord."
Romans 8:38-39 [NLT]
"I can never escape from your
Spirit! I can never get away from
your presence! If I go up to
heaven, you are there; if I go
down to the grave, you are there.
If I ride the wings of the
morning, if I dwell by the
farthest oceans, even there your
hand will guide me, and your
strength will support me."
Psalm 139:7-10 [NLT]
"For this is how God loved the
world: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who
believes in him will not perish
but have eternal life. God sent his
Son into the world not to judge
the world, but to save the world
through him."
John 3:16-17 [NLT] [END]
--------------

--------------------------

Bibliography:

Bibliography:

[NLT] New Living Translation Holy Bible,
copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale
House Foundation. Used by permission of
Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol
Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

Brown, Victor, undated, Christian Today
Australia: Restoration of the Robe, available:
http://christiantoday.com.au/news/restorationof-the-robe.html, accessed 22/10/20
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however, a full-time Father, who
will always be there for His children
no matter where they are, or what
they've done, because He loves you
so very much.
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Children: the Great Omission
by Graham
McDonald
The Psalmist was led by the
Spirit of God to write these words
in the third verse of Psalm 127:
“Children are a heritage
from the Lord, offspring a
reward from him.” [NIV]
God instructed Moses to write
down this law and give it to the
priests. Then the Israelites were
instructed to gather every seven
years for the reading of the Law.
Everyone including the children were invited.
A major
purpose was that their children
would hear the Law and learn to
fear the Lord.
It could be argued that God
expected children, at seven years
and under, to be able to hear and
understand the Law. I wonder if
we have a similar perspective
about children understanding the
Scriptures. Do we presume they
are too young to understand? This
instruction from God is recorded
in the book of Deuteronomy 31:1013:
Then Moses commanded
them: “At the end of every
seven years, in the year for
canceling debts, during the
Festival of Tabernacles, when
all Israel comes to appear
before the Lord your God at the
place he will choose, you shall
read this law before them in
their hearing.
Assemble the people - men,
women and children, and the
foreigners residing in your
towns - so they can listen and
7

learn to fear the Lord your God
and follow carefully all the
words of this law.
Their children, who do not
know this law, must hear it and
learn to fear the Lord your God
as long as you live in the land
you are crossing the Jordan to
possess.” [NIV]
It seems Jesus valued the
children as much as himself since
He uttered these words in
Matthew 18:5:
“And whoever welcomes
one such child in my name
welcomes me.” [NIV]
and in Mark 9:37:
“Whoever welcomes one of
these little children in my name
welcomes me; and whoever
welcomes
me
does
not
welcome me but the one who
sent me.” [NIV]
In Mark 10:14 It is recorded that
Jesus was annoyed at the disciples
who were stopping the children
being brought to Him:
“When Jesus saw this, he
was indignant. He said to them,
“Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these.” [NIV]
Jesus announces the kingdom
of God is also for children but then
He goes even further to show His
love and concern for these little
ones.
In verse 16 we see Jesus
actually becomes involved with
the children. He picks them up,
places His hands on them and
blesses them. The original word to
bless (kateulogeo) is only used
once in the New Testament. It
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

means that Jesus blessed them
with fervour and emotion.
One could wonder why He was
so emotionally affected by this
incident? Was it because only a
short time ago He had told His
disciples how important the
children were and they had
forgotten?
Could it be as He looked down
the corridors of history He would
see the same situation repeated,
where the Lord’s people were
stopping the children from coming
to Jesus?
So How Does Your Church Treat
Children?
Did you know?
In Australia 93% of children do
not attend church? In fact children
are the largest unreached people
group in the world, with over two
billion under the age of fifteen
years, waiting to hear about Jesus.
There are very few bible
colleges in the world that have
mandatory biblical teaching on
children and families for their
clergy. This could be a good
indication why children and
children’s ministry is undervalued
and under-resourced.
During the nineties as many as
1,000 children per week left the
church in England. One of the
major reasons being they did not
feel the older people thought they
were important.
Children do not have a voice!
Sadly children only receive
what adults are prepared to give
them. Children have no voice in
families, society or church.
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Children do not choose to grow
up in a dysfunctional or broken
home. Figures show that 75% of
men serving prison sentences
were brought up in a home with
no father. Girls who grow up in a
similar situation are considerably
more likely to become pregnant as
teenagers and have lower selfesteem.
Research in the USA by The
Commission on Children at Risk
has shown lack of spiritual and
religious teaching is a major
contributing factor to the increase
in mental health and behavioural
problems in children. It would
not be hard to believe that a
similar
situation
exists
in
Australia.
In a study of the Sunday school
movement in the UK, Mark
Griffiths
author
of
“One
Generation
from
Extinction”
found some interesting and
pertinent facts that should not be
ignored. From the mid-1700s it
can be shown that Sunday school
contributed to the growth of the
church. However when changes
took place in the mid-1800s,
Sunday school actually inoculated
children against the church.
This same model of Sunday
school that was developed in the
middle of the 18th century is
generally the accepted model
practised in Australia and most of
the westernised countries today,
with a similar result.
Of course we should seriously
consider what the Holy Scriptures
would say to us about how not to
treat His children, who are His
rewards.
The Warnings from Scripture
Jesus is recorded as saying in
Matthew 18:10:
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“See that you do not despise
one of these little ones. For I tell
you that their angels in heaven
always see the face of my
Father in heaven.” [NIV]
This should not be dismissed
lightly. It is an exhortation from
our Lord, to make sure we value
our children and those in our care.
However a more serious warning is enunciated when Jesus
indicates that death would be an
appropriate end to those who
cause children to sin. In this
portion of Scripture Matthew 18:6
Jesus says:
“If anyone causes one of
these little ones—those who
believe in me - to stumble, it
would be better for them to
have a large millstone hung
around their neck and to be
drowned in the depths of the
sea.” [NIV]
This should be taken seriously
and not ignored.
We are reminded by the words
of Jesus in Matthew 18:14:
“In the same way your
Father in heaven is not willing
that any of these little ones
should perish.” [NIV]
Our heavenly Father does not
want any child to be lost. What
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

strategies and actions has your
church embraced to comply with
your Father’s will?
Conclusion
Is your church a ‘child friendly’
church? When children arrive at
your church are they welcomed?
My dear brothers and sisters in
Christ I sense that we have much
work to do to reach out to the
children in our families, our
community and our society.
May the Lord give us zeal and
a burden for the lost children of
Australia and beyond. [END]
--------------------Biography:
Graham was the Founder of the
DIDUNO Network now Did You Know
Education Inc. Did You Know Education
Inc is an education charity which provides
teaching resources that align with the
Australian
K-12
National
School
Curriculum)
When established in 2014 as the
DIDUNO Network Inc, our focus was
exclusively on producing education
resources to teach Australian history.
(Link: web)
--------------------Bibliography:
[NIV] New International Version, Holy
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.
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For those new in their faith:

Truly Receiving Christ
by John Birch
Faith and Worship.com
"The back room staff are
every bit as important as the
one for whom they work. We
can't all be prophets or
preachers - not all have that gift
or ability."
Matthew 10:40–42 [NIV]
We all like rewards, they're
good for morale. The pat on the
head given by father to child for a
job well done or kindness shown,
a reassuring slap on the shoulder
that means "Well done, mate!" or
an unexpected monetary reward
for doing something for someone.
These things are important. How
else can I know if what I am doing
is being appreciated if no-one tells
me?
I well remember when I was at
college and listening to a lecture in
Business Studies that it was
emphasised that one of the basic
needs of anyone in a workplace
environment, whether the job is
easy, hard, stressful or stress free
is the need to feel appreciated, to
have the occasional pat on the
back and be told "well done." It
was right up there with the pay
cheque and other benefits.
Sometimes we forget this
important fact, and we forget it at
our peril both in the workplace,
our homes and our Churches.
Jesus knew a thing or two
about motivation, and also about
just what makes a person tick. He
would do, of course. Just think
about how little persuading the
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disciples
took
before
they
followed him, and then how he
introduced them to more about
life in the Kingdom as they were
gradually able to understand. He
even delegated some of his
authority, to preach, heal and cast
out demons in His name as soon
as he felt they were ready to
accept that authority:
“Jesus called his twelve
disciples to him and gave them
authority to drive out impure
spirits and to heal every disease
and sickness.
These are the names of the
twelve apostles: first, Simon
(who is called Peter) and his
brother Andrew; James son of
Zebedee, and his brother John;
Philip
and
Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax
collector;
James
son
of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
Simon the Zealot and Judas
Iscariot, who betrayed him.”
Matthew 10:1-4 [NIV]

~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

How proud these men must
have felt as He empowered them,
their reward for the acceptance of
His call to follow. Remember that
these were pretty ordinary folk
like you and I, assuming you are
happy to be called pretty ordinary!
There's a wonderful quote,
from whom it came I don't know,
that Jesus did not choose
extraordinary men, he chose
ordinary men who could do
ordinary things extraordinarily
well, and that fits in so neatly with
the two verses that form our text.
In the preceding verses that
lead up to verse 40, Jesus has been
explaining that the task that lay
ahead both for Him and for those
who acknowledged Him would
not be an easy one:
“I am sending you out like
sheep among wolves. Therefore
be as shrewd as snakes and as
innocent as doves… Do not
suppose that I have come to
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bring peace to the earth. I did
not come to bring peace, but a
sword.”
Matthew 10:16 &34 [NIV]
Then in verse 40 we get this
rather odd little passage which of
course may or may not have
followed on naturally from the
rest of the text, or may have been
placed there by Matthew because
it was a saying of Jesus which
seemed relevant to this theme. It's
all about rewards - back slapping,
head patting and the like, or at
least that's what it seems to be
about on first reading.
“Anyone who welcomes you
welcomes me, and anyone who
welcomes me welcomes the one
who sent me.”
Matthew 10:40 [NIV]
There's actually a lot more in
those three verses if we delve
between the lines.
Another Time, Another Place
There's always a problem when
we read our Bible, and that is that
we live 2,000 years after the events
that took place and in a culture
that is light years away.
Words and phrases used by
Jesus, the apostles and Prophets
can sometimes seem a little
strange to us, maybe even difficult
to understand, and that's to be
expected. We need to imagine
ourselves into another culture and
another time, and that's sometimes
the only way that we can relate to
what's being said.
In fact, Jesus was reminding
His disciples and indeed anyone
else who hears or reads the words
that to a Jew it was natural to
think that by welcoming a
person's messenger you in effect
welcomed the person themselves.
To pay respect to an ambassador
10

was to pay your respects to the
king who had sent him.

the level of success that they have
managed to obtain?

If someone came to your house
with the greetings of a friend, then
you would welcome them into
your home as if they were the
friend who had sent the greeting this was the done thing, a part of
the culture and tradition of the
time, and what a wonderful
tradition it was. They were
particularly careful to show
respect to those who were the
teachers of God's Laws.

The Supporting Cast

The Rabbis said "He who
shows hospitality to the wise is as
if he brought the first fruits of his
produce to God."
If the messenger is a man of
God, then to welcome him is to
welcome the God who sent him.
Within these verses as well as
this picture of the rewards of
giving hospitality and welcome,
we also glimpse a picture of what
might be called the chain of
Salvation. It begins with God who
initiated the means through which
Salvation would be made possible.
Then there is Jesus who came
with the message of Salvation
through His words, His life and
His death and resurrection. Then
we have the human messengers the prophets, apostles, teachers,
good honest folk throughout the
ages who have passed on the
Good News of Salvation which
they themselves have responded
to. Lastly there are those who
receive the one who brings the
Good News and respond to it.
Have you watched the Oscar
ceremonies and listened to those
sometimes embarrassing speeches
where the actor thanks everyone
from the producer to his mother
for enabling him or her to achieve

~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

I well remember at a big
Christian conference listening to a
speaker being introduced. He was
a very important man in the city, a
merchant banker, who had flown
in that very morning from Zurich
to London, been picked up by his
chauffeur and whisked across the
country to Minehead so that he
could address the conference and
bring God's word to hundreds of
people.
He could not have made the
journey without a lot of organisation taking place, phone calls
being made, people being in the
right place at the right time, a
back-up team that enabled him to
concentrate on the things that
mattered.
That's what it's often about,
isn't it? The Hollywood actor
couldn't have got where he was
without the support of his
mother, his agent, his wife and
family and more importantly,
probably the whole production
team who made the movie.
The Williams sisters, Venus
and
Serena
couldn't
have
achieved the success that they
have without the help and
encouragement of their father
and all those who had faith in
their abilities to succeed in their
chosen sport.
The merchant banker could
not have made that journey if he
had to make all the arrangements
because it would have deflected
his thoughts from a very
important part of his life. He
needed those around him who
could make the phone calls, call
the shots and point him in
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the right direction so that he could
arrive at his destination focussed
and ready to deliver God's word.
The back room staff are every
bit as important as the one for
whom they work. We can't all be
prophets or preachers - not all
have that gift or ability. Life
would probably be pretty boring if
everyone was identical, but most
of us, even if we would consider
ourselves to be pretty ‘ungifted’ as
individuals have the ability to
offer hospitality or the hand of
friendship to one who does and,
says Jesus, their reward will be as
great as that of the one they serve.
That's a pretty great promise,
and one we need to hold onto.
Put that in the context of our

own Churches and Chapels. How
often do we take for granted those
who accept tasks such as cleaning,
preparing the flowers, greeting the
minister or preacher, standing at
the door to welcome the
congregation - so many jobs that
go together to make a Church
function properly. What of those
who befriend others who come in
through the doors of the Church,
perhaps those who wouldn't
normally be thought of as
attractive in human terms.
Mother Teresa famously said
that she treated every one of the
lepers and outcasts under her care
as if they were Christ himself that
she was serving. Isn't that just
what Jesus was talking about in

this passage?
Of course it has to be said that
when Jesus talks about a reward it
is not the reward itself that we
should be seeking. Just like the
unexpected pat on the back from a
satisfied father, it is the serving
that is important and not a form of
self-seeking.
What's the reward? What are
we going after?
Jesus doesn't say and we
shouldn't even contemplate. What
Jesus is talking about here is the
simple things of the Kingdom showing love and humility; being
happy to be the one who serves in
the backroom team rather than the
one who stands in the limelight;
being happy to be invisible and
yet indispensable.
It is people like this who are the
building blocks of the kingdom.
As Mrs Browning said "All service
ranks the same with God." [END]
------------------------Biography:
Based in South Wales, U.K., John Birch
is a Methodist Local Preacher, who writes
prayers
and
Bible
studies
for
faithandworship.com, and is amazed at
where these are being used and how God
has blessed lives through them. Some
prayers have been adapted for use within
choral and more contemporary worship
settings.
John has several published books and
in his spare time sings folk songs and,
with his wife Margaret has a garden
allotment, and walks and explores the
country in a campervan called ‘Lola.’
------------------------------------Bibliography:
Birch,
John,
undated,
Faith
and
Worship.com: Truly Receiving Christ, available:
https://www.faithandworship.com/Sermons/Tr
uly_Receiving_Christ.htm#gsc.tab=0, accessed
08/11/20.
[NIV] New International Version, Holy
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.

11

~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

11

,

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
Rest Ministries: A Talk Over Tea with Lisa About Holiday Ups & Downs
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Talk Over Tea with Lisa
About Holiday Ups & Downs

by Lisa Copen
It’s that time of year when
people start talking about whether
Christmas sales are up or down,
whether Wall Street is up or
down, and even if they are feeling
‘up’ or ‘down.’ How are you? Up
or down?
As the Christmas stories begin
to unfold on television this season,
I am reminded of the many stories
told to our children about the
broken bodies that God uses.
Whether it’s the lamb with a bad
leg, or a donkey with big ears,
God uses those of us who are far
from perfect.
Even the secular stories explain
how Santa was just a boy who
didn’t feel that he fit in, quite like
Rudolph who felt different and
ashamed until his weakness was
recognized as a gift.
You may not be aware that the
story of Rudolph was written by a
man, Bob May, who “made
Rudolph up” to answer his fouryear daughter’s question, “Daddy,
why isn’t my mommy just like
everybody else’s mommy?” as her
mom was desperately ill with
cancer.
As I ventured into my eighth
year of motherhood, I could relate
with the feelings of inadequacy
that Mary must have had (surely
Jesus’ teething was painful for her
to watch), or even a little bit of the
joy that God must possess when
we do something that makes Him
smile.
12

This is also a time of year
where we are reminded to reflect
on our journey and what areas of
our life we may wish to change or
improve upon. But instead of
thinking it’s a journey you are
about to “go on” think of it as
“going out.” Regardless of our
illness, regardless of all the
weaknesses,
doubts
or
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

inexperience we may have, God
tells us to “go out!”
Jeremiah 31:4 reminds us:
“Again I will build you, and
you shall be built, O virgin
Israel! Again you shall adorn
yourself with tambourines and
shall go forth in the dance of
the merrymakers.” [ESV]
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Hear
that?
Grab
those
tambourines for next year. You
never know when the Lord might
tell you to go out and starting
dancing!
We all feel that nagging feeling
of, “But what if I fail?” I feel this
every day, and the leap we are
making
to
transform
this
newsletter into a magazine is scary
indeed, but Malachi 4:2 says:
“But for you who fear my
name, the sun of righteousness
shall rise with healing in its
wings. You shall go out leaping
like calves from the stall.” [ESV]
We’ll receive some form of
healing and be given that burst of
energy and joy, either physically
or maybe just spiritually, but it
will be as if we are calves being
released from a stall.
If you’ve ever been to an
amusement park on a major
holiday, it may not be hard to
imagine. Simply being a child of
Christ promises us pasture:

Luke 14: 21-24, says:
“So the servant came and
reported these things to his
master. Then the master of the
house became angry and said
to his servant, ‘Go out quickly
to the streets and lanes of the
city, and bring in the poor and
crippled and blind and lame.’
And the servant said, ‘Sir,
what you commanded has been
done, and still there is room.’
And the master said to the
servant, ‘Go out to the
highways and hedges and
compel people to come in, that
my house may be filled. For I
tell you, none of those men
who were invited shall taste my
banquet.’” [ESV]
Go out. Invite them into your
heart. Whether it’s sharing about
Rest Ministries or loaning a
sermon tape to a hurting friend
who doesn’t know God, get out of
the comfort zone. Jesus will
provide those tambourines.

“I am the door. If anyone
enters by me, he will be saved
and will go in and out and find
pasture. John 10:9 [ESV]

We don’t need to think about
the ups and downs of the season.
Instead, think of going out!

In this New Year, it’s time to go
out! Jesus commands it, especially
since we understand first-hand
just how important it is to be
welcomed when you are hurting.

Lisa

13

God Bless you...
-------------------------Biography:
Lisa Copen began Rest Ministries.com in 1996, a non-profit,
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Christian organisation for those who
live with chronic illness, and sent out
daily devotionals which provided
encouragement to people around the
world. You can find the archive of
Lisa’s
articles
on
this
link:
restministries.com/blog/tag/lisacopen/
Since then Lisa has written a
number of books on living with
chronic illness, the last one was
“Refresh Me, Lord,” a book of prayers
on topics related to the everyday
struggles of having a chronic illness,
while praying the scriptures.
Lisa has lived with rheumatoid
arthritis for over 20 years and resides
in San Diego, CA, USA with her
husband and son.
You can join Lisa on her new
website where she has some
wonderful and inspirational Christian
jewellery and items for sale. Lisa’s
online Gutsy Goodness store is here:
www.gutsygoodness.com

-------------------Bibliography:
Copen, Lisa, 7 December 2009, Rest
Ministries: A Talk Over Tea with Lisa
About Holiday Ups & Downs, available:
http://rest
ministries.com/blog/2009/12/07/a-talkover-tea-with-lisa-about-holiday-ups-anddowns/, accessed 22/09/19
[ESV] The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016.
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers.
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What a Girl Wants:
Attraction
by Justin
Campbell
First Appeared in More
than Don’t Have Sex

I once chased a girl 2,000 miles.
Yup, you read that right!
Here’s the super short version.
There was this girl I really liked.
She was a strong Christian and I
was totally taken with her. We
communicated some and then she
moved 2,000 miles away. She cut
off communication and I showed
up in her town a month later.
She was of course shocked but
she met me and we went to
dinner. She asked why I was
there, and I said, “Because I want
you to know that you are worth
coming 2,000 miles for.” She was
moved by that, and I went on to
share more.
The next day we went to a great
show and then had coffee. She
said she felt the need to respond,
which I agreed would be good,
Ha. She said, “No one has ever
come 2,000 miles for me, but I’m
just not there.”
I’ve told this story in many
contexts and I’m always amazed
at how many women say, “If
someone would do that for me, I
would be in.”
Do you know what I tell them?
I say, “No, actually what you
mean is, if the guy who you want
to come 2,000 miles for you did it,
you would be in.”
As I’ve talked about before, we
as guys have about zero understanding of what is attractive to
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women. We latch on to various
misinterpretations and then try
too hard to fulfil them. We think
if we are nice enough, or cool
enough, or strong enough etc, that
we will be attractive. We also hear
women talk about what they want
and we think we understand but
we don’t. This is especially true in
Christian circles as I’ll come to in a
second.
Gentlemen, Time to Pay
Attention.
Women say all sorts of things.
They might say for example that
they want a guy who is: a true
gentleman; a good communicator;
in touch with his feelings; is
strong; is passionate; is sensitive
etc, but that is not exactly what
they mean.
David DeAngelo gets it right
when he says, “The reality is that
when a woman says one of these
“I want a guy who…” statements,
she actually has an ideal guy in
mind, who also happens to be a
one of these things.”
In other words, she wants
someone who she is attracted to,
who also has this or that quality,
and guess what - it is no different
for Christian women. When a
woman says, “I want a guy who is
in love with Jesus,” or “who will
lead our family,” or “who has
passion for the church,” what she
means is “I want a guy who I’m
attracted to, who also has those
qualities.”
Let that settle in men. If you
don’t get this, you will constantly
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be beating your head against the
wall, and you’ll keep trying all the
wrong things. You’ll continue to
be frustrated as you watch women
choose to marry people who are
not as strong in those areas and
you’ll wonder what the heck just
happened. You’ll keep getting,
“He’s a great guy... I just don’t
know.”
Look, you can be as solid a
believer as you can be but if you
don’t know how to pursue/
interact/attract women, then it
probably isn’t going to matter.
Now some guys get this but
instead have a commitment
problem, but there are a whole lot
of us who struggle with this.
Typically no-one, and certainly
not the church, helps out. The first
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The Ocean of Your Grace
by John Birch

Like a mountain stream
exuberant in its flow
you carry us
into the river of your love,
and transport us
gloriously,
effortlessly,
to the ocean of your grace.
step is realizing that if I’m in my
late 20s or older and single not by
choice or calling - the chances are I
might
be
misunderstanding
attraction.
Just flip it around fellas. Let’s
be honest - when you think about
the woman you want to end up
with, you think about certain
qualities but it assumes that you
are attracted. This is just reality.
So when you are filling out your
online profile and say you want a
‘Proverbs 31 woman,’ (which by
the way, if you are putting that in
your profile, is a sign you
definitely don’t get it), when what
you really mean is you want a
woman who you are physically
attracted to who also has those
qualities.
You aren’t looking for just any
woman who has those qualities.
Guess what, same thing for the
ladies, only it doesn’t have as
much to do with appearance.
The point is - attraction matters
and if you don’t accept that as fact,
then you are going to miss it. Noone I know has married someone
they weren’t attracted to. Being
‘Christian’ enough, or really any
15

other ‘enoughs,’ isn’t going to
change that.
The good news is that even
though you can’t make someone
attracted to you, you can work on
becoming more attractive. [END]
---------------------Biography:
Justin was a single man until the ripe
‘old’ age of 41 and in those intervening
years he made many mistakes and bad
choices, but learned a lot.
After his church held a singles forum
that many singles did not find helpful,
Justin realised there was a need for
guidance and advice, particularly from
the perspective of a single Christian,
rather than married church leaders who
often don’t have a clue. Recognising this
need, Justin began a website for singles:
“More Than Don't Have Sex: Thoughts on
Christ Centered Singleness and the
Church.”
Justin presents his writing from a
man’s perspective, and is the first one to
admit that he doesn’t have all the
answers, but hopes what he does know
can help other Christians who are
struggling as a single person.
---------------------Bibliography:
Campbell, Justin, 11 July 2012, More Than
Don’t Have Sex: What a Girl Wants Attraction,
available:
https://justinmcampbell.net/2012/07/08/what-agirl-wants-attraction/, accessed 25/09/19
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MemoryLink Promotion
Do you know someone
struggling with memory loss,
dementia, or is isolated or
living alone? The MemoryLink
device contains 30 popular hymns, 30
children’s songs and 40 meditations. This
small, hand-held battery operated player
can be such a comforting companion.

Phone: 02 9875 3436
Email: office@bphuniting.org
(Beecroft-Pennant Hills Uniting Church)

Tantalising Trivia:
Nutty Names
Did your parents saddle you with
a dreadful name? If so, you may feel
a little better after checking out these
real monikers extracted from birth
records, voting rolls and more:
Leo Snozzie;
Daily Swindle;
Birdie Tinkle;
Mrs Epsa Uren;
A Toxin Worm;
Sereatha Bugg;
Craven Crump; and
Serious Misconduct
Bibliography:
Dickson, Paul, 17 December 1998, What's in a Name?:
Reflections of an Irrepressible Name Collector, Publisher:
Merriam-Webster Incorporated, Springfield, Massachusetts, ISBN 10: 0877796130
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Finding Hope Again
by Emily Watt
Taken from your family.
Pressured to denounce your faith.
Alone and desperate to escape. If
this happened to you, what would
you do?
This is what happened to
Ijanada. At just 14-years old,
members of the extremist group
Boko Haram swept through her
village, changing her life in an
instant.
“There
were
gunshots
everywhere,” she remembered.
“We fled for our lives.”
Ijanada ran. But as the gunshots
stopped and she returned home,
thinking the attack was over, the
extremists came back.
As everyone ran again, Ijanada
tried to hide under her bed. But
she was too slow.
“They came into the room
shooting,” she said. “They saw me
under the bed and pulled me out.
“They threatened me, saying that
if I didn’t denounce Christ, they
would kill me.”

desperate to escape and desperate
for hope.
A Chance To Escape
It wasn’t until four years later,
as a mother to a young child and
pregnant with her second, when
Ijanada’s chance to escape finally
came.
“They had all gone out for an
attack. I took my son and started
running into the forest without
turning back.”
After hours of running, Ijanada
and her son found the help they
needed to get home. But life back
home wasn’t as easy as Ijanada
expected.
While her family welcomed
them with open arms, her
community was hostile. Many of
her neighbours believed that
children fathered by Boko Haram
soldiers carried the seeds of the
group’s hatred.
“I was not welcome. Most
people kept mocking and insulting
me. Luka - my son - is always
isolated and lonely.”

Life In An Extremist Camp

Finding Hope

The extremists took Ijanada to a
camp where she was forced to
marry one of the men and soon
fell pregnant.

Despite
the
trauma and
challenges she faced, Ijanada
remained steadfast in faith thanks
to the help of supporters like you.
Ijanada attended a trauma care
program run by Open Doors’ local
partners and received pastoral
care.

Remembering her time there,
she said, “I faced so much
suffering, hunger, maltreatment,
and pain. All I kept thinking of
was my family and the memories
we
shared
before
I
was
kidnapped.”
Separated from her loved ones
and now a young mother, Ijanada
was
traumatised.
She
was
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She said, “I found a new life
here. Apart from the prayers, they
encouraged us and taught us
about genuine forgiveness. I
learned how to forgive those who
offended me, and I have forgiven
those who mocked me.
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

“If I hadn’t attended the
seminar, I would still be full of
bitterness and unforgiveness. I
didn’t understand the importance
of forgiveness, but now I do, and I
have let those feelings go.”
For Christians like Ijanada, who
face persecution, coping with the
aftermath is difficult. The right
support and care goes a long way
to help those who have lost
everything to find hope again.
[END]

---------------------Bibliography:
Watt, Emily, 30 August 2021, Open Doors:
Finding Hope Again, available: https://www.
opendoors.org.au/persecuted-christians/blog/
finding-hope-again/, accessed 11/09/21
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A Heart Enslaved
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it?”

“But we are descendants of
Abraham,” they said. “We have
never been slaves to anyone.
What do you mean, ‘You will
be set free’?”
Jesus replied, “I tell you the
truth, everyone who sins is a
slave of sin. A slave is not a
permanent member of the
family, but a son is part of the
family forever. So if the Son
sets you free, you are truly
free.” [NLT]
So, what is going on here?

Jeremiah 17:9 [NIV]

1. Jesus is speaking about being
free;
2. He is also talking about being
enslaved, and:

…or, as the Amplified Bible says:
“The heart is deceitful above
all things and it is extremely
sick; who can understand it
fully and know its secret
motives?” [AMP]
The word ‘sick’ can also be
translated ‘incurable.’ We have an
incurable condition of the heart:
one that most of mankind don’t
know about. We may try to ignore
it, and pretend that it’s not so, but
there is no way that any man can
cure himself of this condition.
As my life has progressed (and
sometimes regressed) over time,
I have come more and more to
understand that this Bible verse is
not only true for each and every
one of us, but that to understand
and apply this understanding to
our lives is one of the most
important
realities
for
any
individual on earth.
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Each and every person alive
must simply grasp this truth if he
or she is to realise, or fulfil their
true potential in this earthly life.
Each of us needs to know and
apply this fact if we are to find the
true life that will bring us into
God’s promised eternal life.
There are facts taught in that
verse that are really necessary for
us to know, to acknowledge and
apply to ourselves if we are to
know the truth that will set us
free.
John 8:31-36 tells us a little
about this truth that will set us
free:
“Jesus said to the people
who believed in him, “You are
truly my disciples if you
remain faithful to my teachings.
And you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.”
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3. He tells them that only the Son
of God Himself can truly set
people free from bondage to
sin.
By now you might be asking
yourself, “What do these words of
Jesus have to do with having a
heart that is deceitful and
understanding
our
hidden
motives, which is what we began
looking into?”
The fact is that true enslavement is to be under the control of
someone or something - and what
is the most horrifying thing to be
controlled by? The answer is: sin.
Sin is the most horrifying thing in
the world to be controlled by, and
do you know that not knowing that
we’re controlled by sin is even
more horrifying?
If in fact we are controlled by
the sinful heart we were born
with, then our condition is
absolutely terrifying.

17

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
A Heart Enslaved
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For the sin of this one man,
Adam, caused death to rule
over many. But even greater is
God’s wonderful grace and his
gift of righteousness, for all
who receive it will live in
triumph over sin and death
through this one man, Jesus
Christ.” Romans 5:15-17 [NLT]
Why is the Slavery of Sin so
Terrible?

How Were we Born with a Sinful
Heart?
Romans 5:12 tells us that sin
entered the world through one
man, i.e. Adam (and Eve):
“When Adam sinned, sin
entered the world. Adam’s sin
brought death, so death spread
to everyone, for everyone
sinned.” [NLT]
But there is hope for us. Also in
Romans chapter 5 we read:
“But there is a great
difference between Adam’s sin
and God’s gracious gift. For the
sin of this one man, Adam,
brought death to many. But
even
greater
is
God’s
wonderful grace and his gift of
forgiveness to many through
this other man, Jesus Christ.
And the result of God’s
gracious gift is very different
from the result of that one
man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led
to condemnation, but God’s
free gift leads to our being
made right with God, even
though we are guilty of many
sins.
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What the Bible teaches is that
every person that is born into this
world, every one of us is born
with the taint of sin. Like it or not,
there is not one human being alive
now that has not in some way
done wrong. You might disagree
with this, but if we’re honest, we
must admit that each of us has
done things in our past that we
wouldn’t want others to know
about.
On judgement day when our
sins are revealed in all of their
gory selfishness, hatefulness, dishonesty and wickedness, those
hidden things will be completely
revealed so the whole of the
universe and all of its great
spiritual powers, personalities,
angels and the entire world of
resurrected people (all of our
neighbours), will know about our
deep, dark depravities.
Years ago, when I was a young
man and keen to speak to others
about God and their need of God,
another young man and I were
speaking to an older woman, a
regular church attendee, about sin
and our need for that sin to be
dealt with. One of us said to her
“all of us are sinners.” Sadly, she
vehemently denied it, saying “No,
I’m not a sinner.” No matter what
we said, she absolutely refused to
acknowledge that she was in any
way a sinner.
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

This woman denied the very
scriptures of the Church to which
she claimed to belong. According
to the Bible, in Romans 3:22-23:
“We are made right with
God by placing our faith in
Jesus Christ. And this is true for
everyone who believes, no
matter who we are.
For everyone has sinned; we
all fall short of God’s glorious
standard.” [NLT]
All people have fallen short of
God’s glory - they are not what
God would have them be. This
applies to you and this applies to
me.
You may agree with this lady
and claim that you are not a
sinner. I hope you don’t agree
with her, because that is what this
article is really about, but you can
relax, because in the end the
message is really a wonderfully
positive one for all who want to
know the ‘cure.’
Remember that I shared earlier
that the heart is deceitful above all
things and extremely sick, or
wicked and that we cannot truly
know the true underlying motives
of the things we think, the
conclusions we adopt, nor the
attitudes we hold. We can’t really
in truth grasp the underlying
motives for our words, or our
actions. Why is that? It’s because
our hearts are deceiving us.
Now, this may so alarm you
that you close your mind to this
Biblical fact. Perhaps you’re afraid
to even entertain the thought that
you might not be in total control of
your
heart’s
decisions,
or
attitudes, or your treatment of
others. Above all things, God
wants us to recognise this truth
about ourselves, because it’s only
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when we face the facts about our
deceived condition that we may
have the opportunity to be set free
from the deception, dishonesty
and misconceptions that we
habitually base our lives upon.
You can choose to be like this
woman who pretended to herself
that she was a good, pure-hearted
person, but she was one who
earnestly clung to a lie; a selfdeception.
She was like those disciples
who argued with Jesus, saying
“We have never in our lives been
slaves so why are you talking
about being set free?”
We are to be Set Free from What?

which sins, shall die and it warns
again that the wicked will be
rejected by God.
We need to be set free from sin,
and that can only happen through
Jesus Christ and what He has done
for us by His death and
resurrection. Later we’ll come
back to examine this topic some
more.
This being set free from sin that
so easily trips us up, can only
happen if we are courageous
enough to examine ourselves, to
look at our true underlying
motives, and come to God when
we discover unworthiness. At that
moment we need to pray for
forgiveness and ask for the power
to help us change.

Jesus had just told them that
only if they were faithful to His
There is good news!
words; if they
Only
those
God
tells us in 1 John 1:9
were truly His
disciples, if they
open-hearted, that:
honestly yearned
“…if we confess our
honest people sins to Him, he is faithful
and sought with
all of their hearts
and just to forgive us our
will be freed
to
understand
sins and to cleanse us
from the
and follow His
from all wickedness” [NLT]
tyranny of the
words, and to
If we come to God
obey what He
humbly, acknowledging
sin that is in
says, only then
that we do wrong and
each of us.
will they be truly
have
done
specific
His
disciples.
wrongs whatever they
Only those open-hearted, honest may be, God is faithful. He can be
people would be freed from the trusted to forgive us of our sins.
tyranny of the sin that is in each of That’s not all, He will also take our
us.
lives into His hands and cleanse us
So then, we must be freed from from those things that are wrong
that self-talk that promises us that and destructive.
we’re good people, or that we’re
good enough to please God.
It’s important that we adopt an
attitude of open-ness that takes a
true and honest look at our own
selves and confesses before God
that we are indeed sinners as He
warns us we are. Remember that
the Bible cautions that the soul
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He will gradually begin to
change our lives, our attitudes, our
thinking, our reactions, and our
treatment of others. He will help
us. He will strengthen us. He will
guide us and show us the clearer
and better way, and give us the
power to live that better way, and
all will be done by the power of
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God’s Holy Spirit Who is sent to
live within us and to help us.
Only God Himself can set us
truly free from sin and the slavery
that keeps us doing wrong. In
Jeremiah 29:11-14, He tells us:
“For I know the plans I have
for you,” says the Lord. “They
are plans for good and not for
disaster, to give you a future
and a hope.
In those days when you
pray, I will listen. If you look
for me wholeheartedly, you
will find me. I will be found by
you,” says the Lord. “I will end
your captivity and restore your
fortunes. I will gather you out
of the nations where I sent you
and will bring you home again
to your own land.” [NLT]
God spoke these words to the
nation of Judah when she was
enslaved and in captivity in the
Babylonian kingdom. The God
who sought out these wicked and
sinful people, these sinners who
were no worse than you and me,
cares about us today, just as much
as He loved and cared for sinners
in that day.
This doesn’t mean that you and
I can go on wilfully sinning and
expect that God will just smile at
us like a benevolent old man. Sin,
unless it is dealt with appropriately, in the way that God
would deal with it, will destroy
each and every one of us as surely
as a bushfire will destroy all in its
path.
What Does it Mean to be Set Free
From Sin?
I love the fact that Paul, the
Apostle (who I consider to be the
greatest of them all), admitted in
1 Timothy 1:15 that:
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“This is a trustworthy
saying, and everyone should
accept it: “Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners” and I am the worst of them all.“

find that forgiveness and that
salvation.
God desires also to begin to
change our lives from self-deceit
to open-hearted acceptance of His
words, heeding His warning,
seeking His forgiveness and His
whole complete rebirth and
rescue.

[NLT]

Paul saw himself as the greatest
of sinners, and it wasn’t just a
pious, meaningless statement.
Paul had been an abuser of the
Church and involved in the
persecution, imprisonment and
murder of Christians, before his
own merciful conversion on the
road to Damascus.
His admission, his confession
even, was that he was in himself,
an awful man, and deserving of
death and hell. From that day
onwards, Paul’s life was spent in
winning many people to the
salvation that Jesus procured for
all who would receive it. Paul
taught that Jesus Christ came into
the world for one purpose: to save
even the worst of sinners.
We’re told that at that moment
that Jesus, the Son of God died on
the cross, He became a substitute
for us: He died on our behalf.
At the moment when Jesus
cried out in untold agony on the
cross, Matthew 27:46b:
“My God, My God, why
have you forsaken me?” [NIV]
At that moment He was dying,
Jesus felt on His soul, the burden
of the full and absolute penalty for
our sin - for all of the awful,
horrible things that I have
thought, said and done in my
lifetime; not only for the wrong
that I have done, but also if we
will only accept it, all of the sin
and wickedness of our own life.
This is what God did for us. This
is what God did for you.
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The second part of the passage
from John 3:19-21 describes how
many will turn away from the
salvation that God desires to give
to all people:
We are told in John’s Gospel
chapter 3 verses 16 to 18 that:
“For this is how God loved
the world: He gave His one and
only Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him will not perish
but have eternal life. God sent
His Son into the world not to
judge the world, but to save the
world through Him.
“There is no judgment
against anyone who believes in
Him. But anyone who does not
believe in Him has already
been judged for not believing in
God’s one and only Son.” [NLT]
What is this saying? It is very
clearly and simply telling us that
you and I can and may choose to
be saved by what Jesus did for us
on the cross. The option is open
for us.
We are told that “Whosoever
will may come.” Revelations
22:17b King James Bible says:
“And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely.”
God tells us that He loves us so
much that He sent Jesus, His wellloved Son into the world of selfcentred, wilful sinners so that any
who put their trust in Him for
salvation, and for forgiveness will
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“And the judgment is based
on this fact: God’s light came
into the world, but people
loved the darkness more than
the light, for their actions were
evil.
All who do evil hate the
light and refuse to go near it for
fear their sins will be exposed.
But those who do what is right
come to the light so others can
see that they are doing what
God wants.” [NLT]
What about us? How keen are
we to search for truth? How
willing are we to take a good look
at ourselves. at the things in us
that may perhaps be destroying
our souls?
We Have Choices to Make
First: we need to earnestly
admit that we are in great spiritual
need and that we’re sinners in
need of forgiveness and cleansing.
Second: we must come prayerfully to the Son of God who died
on the cross so that we can be and
will be forgiven, while believing
and knowing that our sins have
been paid for, as Jesus the Holy
One of God took them into His
own body on the cross. Because of
this, our sins are gone: they have
been paid for.
20
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Third: we must continually
give thanks to God for the
salvation that He freely offers us,
trusting in His word that
whosoever believes in Him has
eternal or everlasting life.
Thank God that it’s not up to us
to earn our salvation, otherwise
we could never be saved because
we have already been tainted by
sin and there is no other way we
can be set free from the penalty of
our sin but through what Jesus did
for us on that cross.
We must put aside our old preconceptions and attitudes of heart.
The hearts of men are not
trustworthy - your heart is not
trustworthy and nor is mine.
Instead, we need to place God’s
words, His promises to us, above
all that we have ever believed.
Then we need to acknowledge our
sin before Him and He will
acknowledge us as His children.

Bizarre
Beautifications
by Vicki Nunn
Editor

A number of years ago, I was
watching an American news show
around 5am, which in itself kind
of begs the question about why I
liked to start the day with such
mindless torture. Normally I
flicked it onto something more
agreeable, but it was the reporter's
comment that caused me to pause,
hand suspended in the air, fingers
clasped around the TV remote.
She introduced two people as
specialised interior decorators.
What was so intriguing about the
husband and wife team was that
they were both qualified psychologists and had combined those two
careers: psychology and interior
design.
Imagine that combination!

We need to ask Him for the
only true and free forgiveness that
comes through Jesus Christ, to ask
Him for the changed life that is a
result of faith, which comes about
through believing in His word.
Then we will experience the truth
that will set us truly free. [END]

According to the reporter, the
decorators would meet with each
potential client, and ask them to
complete a number of psychology
tests to discover their ‘unconscious
selves.’ Their interior design was
then based entirely upon the
person's results.

----------------

What a frightening concept!
Would you really want to everyone to see the REAL you
splattered across the walls of your
lounge-room, figuratively speaking? If the resulting design was
completely hideous, it could cause
your family and friends to have
serious doubts about your mental
and/or emotional state, if they
don’t already.

Bibliography:
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Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.
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permission. All rights reserved.
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Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale
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60188. All rights reserved.

21

How could the designers possibly
combine the two disparate styles?
Can you imagine if they
decorated homes or rooms for
well-known personalities? Would
Elvis Presley's home have been
covered in glitter and sequins,
complete with an automatic
peanut-butter sandwich fryer in
every room?
Would the walls of a reality
television star’s home be painted
completely in white and the home
left devoid of furniture to indicate
what they found of their
character?
What do you imagine they
might
design
for
fictional
characters?
Dame Edna Everage might
have walls painted with gladioli
and adorned with life-sized
photographs of her megastar self.
I shudder to think about what
the decorators would create if they
came across Hannibal Lector,
although "Butcher-shop Boutique"
springs to mind.
I'm certain though, that the
designers
would
have
no
problems creating a home for Wile
E. Coyote. They'd simply kit out
his entire house with Acme
products. [END]

How would they manage to
decorate for couples who have
completely different personalities?
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Before I Was a Racist, I Was a Sinner
by Blake
Gardiner
Press Service International

Taken by storm, an outcry in
rebellion to a history of oppression
is heard throughout the world,
yearning for rectification; statues
pulled down; names changed; and
history rewritten.
In a world of competing critical
narratives, we are sometimes
taught to frame our perceptions
through a ‘critical’ lens - taught
that all issues are a representation
of systemic racism.
I am not disputing the
significant and severe pain caused
by the cruelty, slavery, injustice,
and slaughter of one people group
by another - that is horrendous.
What I am disputing is the
narrative we are given in which to
interpret such atrocities.
The History We Cannot Rewrite
Two things have unfolded in
this new narrative. Firstly, that
those deemed oppressive, are
called to repent of their acts of
oppression. Secondly, a yearning
has formed to remove statues,
change names, and remove all
historical reminders of this
oppression.
However, in this struggle to
rectify societal injustice (which has
been tragically repetitive in
human history), it is easy to
overlook an important historical
reality which we can never
remove, and never erase:
…before we had racism, we
had sin.
As much as the Bible is the
unfolding of God’s redemptive
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plan, it is equally a chronology of
man’s inhumanity to man,
preceded only by man’s rebellion
against God.
I am a Sinner

of oppression and racism raged
within our societies.
Romans 3:23 is iconic:
“For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.” [ESV]

Before I was a racist, I was a
sinner. We all were.

…and the wages of these sins?
Death.

The act of seeking to rewrite
history and remove reminders of
oppression central to the sole issue
of racism neglects the narrative
that racism has been so pervasive
because sin is pervasive.

Why? The offence committed is
proportionate to whom the offence
was committed against. Our sin
against one another, manifesting
in sexism, racism, phobias, and
hatred, is abominable. Scripture is
not silent on this and speaks
plentifully on the evil of
individuals against one another.

The day we only choose to
frame societal dysfunction and
evil in terms of a social injustice,
and completely neglect the
spiritual cause of societal upheaval, is the day we forget the
reason for the Gospel.
The Bible is not silent on the
radical rebellion that has raged
against God well before the evils
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

Yet, this offence is only against
one another. When we speak of
sin, we speak of an offence against
the eternal, all-holy, all-powerful,
ever-present God, and for that, the
wages are eternal separation and
punishment.
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Tantalising Trivia
Why is it that some people have
such difficulty deciding on a name
for their child? Just name the child
after it’s birth-date as the parents in
Britain did in 1978 who called their
daughter "Friday February Eleven".
Or you could follow the traditions
of the Amharas of Ethiopia where
the child is given the first name that
the mother’s speaks after the child’s
birth. Hopefully they’re not named
after the first word or phrase the
mother says, otherwise they might
be called “Ow,” or “Never Again.”

Words of Wisdom
The Hope of Retribution
Racism is real, but it is not the
only lens with which to interpret
history and society. Oppression
caused by racism is real, but it is
not the sole cause. To limit the
explanation purely to the confines
of a social evil neglects the allencompassing reality of sin.
Everyone may rest in this allenveloping hope, not simply
because of the beauty of
redemption rooted in the Gospel,
but also because of the justice of
God.
God is not blind to racism:
vengeance is His and He will
repay. Romans 12:19 states:
“Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave it to the
wrath of God, for it is written,
‘Vengeance is mine, I will
repay, says the Lord.’” [ESV]
Before racism was committed,
sin was committed, and the Lord’s
vengeance is not blind.
Of course, it is easy for myself,
a white male, to make these
claims. I do not understand or
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would not dare claim to understand the daily experience of
racism. What I dare claim is that
the root of all evil is not racism, it
is the radical depravity of sin
which roots itself in all of us, and
reminds me:
Before I was a racist, I was a
sinner… and still am, but by grace,
I yearn daily to be less so. [END]
---------------------Biography:
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"Why, then, do we dread the
clouds which now darken our sky?
True, for a while they hide the sun,
but the sun is not quenched; He will
shine out again before long.
Meanwhile those black clouds are
filled with rain; and the blacker they
are, the more likely they are to yield
plentiful showers. How can we have
rain without clouds?
Our troubles have always
brought us blessings, and they
always will. They are the black
chariots of bright grace. These
clouds will empty themselves before
long, and every tender herb will be
the gladder for the shower.
Our God may drench us with
grief, but He will not drown us with
wrath; nay, He will refresh us with
mercy. Our Lord's love letters often
come to us in black-edged
envelopes. His wagons rumble, but
they are loaded with benefits. His
rod blossoms with sweet flowers
and nourishing fruits. Let us not
worry about the clouds but sing
because May flowers are brought to
us through the April clouds and
showers."
Charles Spurgeon
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Six Traits Every Godly Man Should Seek in a Girl
by John Wesley
Reid
JohnWesleyReid.com

“What do you look for in a
girl?”
"She's gotta be totally on fire
for the Lord, dude."
While this is a great start, the
answer should go far beyond that.
Romantic pursuit should always
hold the presupposition that
marriage is the long term
potential, else you subject yourself
to inevitable heartache, and
furthermore the girl you are
pursuing.
Remember, this is a daughter of
the most-high King. The delicacy
and respect shown her should be
of your utmost behaviour because even that doesn't compare
to that shown her by the Father.
This is the woman who you
may be spending the rest of your
life with and the mother to your
children. Remember, this is an
article, not a PhD dissertation.
More can be said about this topic
for sure. Consider the following as
traits that indicate a godly woman.
1. She Does Not Tolerate Sin
Tolerance paves the way for
destruction. Once one tier of sin is
tolerated, the concern grows
numb. Then what would have
been a more severe sin originally
now seems superfluous, thus it too
is tolerated and so the cycle
continues.
A relationship centered on
Christ should yield full allegiance

24

to the Holy Spirit and as such will
take conviction seriously.
Condemnation is different than
conviction. Condemnation tells us
that our sin makes us unworthy.
Conviction tells us that because of
Christ, we ARE worthy and are
therefore called to a much greater
lifestyle than that of sin.
Her desire should never be to
seek what she can get away with,
but rather to seek holiness, and as
your companion, she should daily
challenge you to do the same.
2. She Points You to the Cross,
and Kneels Before it With You
We're men, we have some
major pride issues that often
manifest in subtle self-help ways.
When we're angry, we want
revenge. When we're stumped, we
want to figure it out ourselves.
And when we're spiritually
exhausted, the struggle is real to
admit it.
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A godly girl will recognize this
and point to the only true remedy
to our weakness - the Cross. She
recognizes the sanctifying and
restorative grace that flows from it
and desires that it be made real in
her partner's life.
But she doesn't simply point to
the Cross, she accompanies the
journey and kneels reverently
with her companion before it
while rising in sanctification
together.
3. She Discerns Absolutes from
Debatables
Some issues are trivial, really of
no consequence and can thus be
deliberated freely. These are issues
such as distant-tiered political or
theological issues, or whether an
IPA trumps a craft lager (though a
true woman of God would hold
faithful to the IPA). But the nonnegotiables
hold
severe
ramifications if tampered with,
and she should recognize this.
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This
unwavering
attitude
should set the tone for your
relationship as far as decision
making and accountability go.
Holding to sound theology such as
the Trinity, substitutionary atonement, marriage between one man
and one woman, the authority of
scripture etc. is foundational in
making decisions between two
godly people.
This is the woman who will be
helping you choose a church, raise
your children, and will be your
top-priority accountability partner.
4. She Encourages You, Even
When She Doesn't Want To...
and When You May Not
Deserve It
We're going to find ourselves
here. Personally, I thrive off of
encouragement. I beat myself
black and blue daily. I think I'm
sub-par in my ministry, lazy in my
work-ethic,
and
constantly
burdened by my inclination
towards listing sentences. Sometimes these weaknesses will cause
frustration in others, but the best
thing they can do is to encourage
us.
To clarify, I am not isolating the
word encourage to mere happy
talk. Encouragement often looks
ugly. It’s pointing us in a direction
contrary to our fleshly desires.
Sometimes it’s not our fault. As
a writer, my inbox is peppered
every week with nasty emails
from people who disagree with
my work. I can usually brush it
off, but sometimes it's piercing. I
need affirmation plain and simple.
Encouragement should always
be delivered with the agenda to
restore. That means identifying
the weakness as it is, declaring a
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remedy, and walking side-by-side
towards the goal.
At this point you may be
thinking why are these traits for
girls only since the guy has equal
responsibility to display the same?
I agree, these traits should be just
as enthusiastically sought out by
girls for their guy. I titled it this
way though because given my life
experience I can only speak with
authority from a guy’s perspective.
That said, I know some of the
shallower traits guys want, or
expect, in their future mates. This
list is not about gender distinction
but rather an attempt to clarify
what they should be looking for
despite their fleshly inclinations.
5. She's Willing, Indeed Joyful,
to Submit.
Without dabbling in the
rhetoric of gender roles, this type
of submission holds no subordination in any form of the
word. Submission is recognizing
your partner’s needs, meeting
these needs, and doing so joyfully
as a displayed fruition of your
love for them.
It’s giving into love, not self.
It’s putting the needs of your
partner above your own as a
means of cultivating this twoperson oneness.
The joy comes from seeing your
partner fulfilled. The reward is a
stronger intimacy.
6. She is Not Silent in the
Presence of Gossip
I intentionally used gossip as
an example because it is a leading
cause of Church dismemberment.
It is a cancer. I call it a cancer
because similar to the physical
ailment, it kills subtly from the
inside out.
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Gossip is a heart issue with
deep, deep, hateful roots. It’s a
complete disregard for someone
else’s pain. To talk poorly about
someone behind their back is
wrong and cowardly. To stand up
to it is right and courageous.
A girl who stands up to gossip
displays courage, loyalty, holiness,
and love. She is a nurturer to the
Church, curing the body of this
rhetorical slaying.
Again, this list could be longer.
I understand that these may not be
everyone's priorities, too. That's
okay. I hope you understand my
heart behind this piece.
Men, if you read this and are
encouraged to seek a woman who
emulates so, I'm glad. I'm very
glad. But I also implore you to
recognize your responsibility to
adhere to the same.
Be challenged, be encouraged!
For the gospel, JWR {END]
-------------------Biography:
Hi, my name is John and I love coffee.
As I write this I’m sitting in a local
roastery sipping a “mudslide” espresso
with cream and two and a half sugars.
There are few things in life that I feel merit
precise orchestration with no room for
error, coffee is one of them. My life
belongs to Jesus. I am his son and He is
my King. His work in my life is reason
enough for my faith to be made complete.
He lived to die for me so that I may be
credited righteous thus I will live for Him.
I believe one area that has been greatly
ignored by Christians is culture and
politics. We must be active in representing
our faith in these communities, but not in
a relativistic or compromising way. Full
bio link here.
-------------------Bibliography:
John Wesley Reid, 4 August 2016, John
Wesley Reid.com: 6 Traits Every Godly Man
Should
Seek
In
A
Girl,
available:
https://www.johnwesleyreid.com/post/6-traitsevery-godly-man-should-seek-in-a-girl,
accessed 25/10/20
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Don’t Sing Happy Songs to a Heavy Heart
by Vaneetha Risner
www.vaneetha.com
A friend recently broke down
sobbing when we were talking.
She said, “I hate my life. I know
I need to find joy in it, but I can’t.
Everyone tells me I need to come
to terms with what’s happened,
that I need to cheer up and move
on. But that makes it even harder.
I feel that I need to be happy or
I’m going to be judged.”
As I listened, I was convicted.
In my efforts to pull other friends
out of the pit, I’ve tried to hurry
their grieving along. I was
reminded of Proverbs 25:20:
“Whoever sings songs to a
heavy heart is like one who
takes off a garment on a cold
day, and like vinegar on soda.”
[ESV]

How do you feel when you
take off a garment on a cold day?
Exposed. Unsafe. Frigid. When we
are stripped of our protection, we
are exposed to the elements.
Forcing someone to listen to
happy songs when they are
suffering can leave them feeling
alone,
misunderstood
and
unprotected.
Vinegar on soda leads to an
eruption; when we keep trying to
make sad people happy, they can
explode in anger. Our efforts to
cheer them up can feel heartless.
Singing happy songs to a heavy
heart is cruel. Don’t tell grieving
people that their pain is a gift.
Don’t make them sing praise
songs when they don’t want to.
Don’t tell them that other people
are suffering more than they are.
Those things may be true. But
when trying to come to terms with
26

loss, someone rushing the process
along is never helpful. People
need space to grieve and to
process what they’re facing
without feeling judged. Everyone
grieves differently; even couples
who have lost a child each
experience unique grief. Proverbs
14:10 tells us that, “Each heart
knows its own sadness.”
So instead of singing happy
songs to a heavy heart, sit and
listen. Pray. Empathize if you can
and be quiet if you can’t.
My friend Christa Wells wrote
a song, “Come Close Now,” about
how to enter into our friends’
pain, being willing to draw close
and just sit with them.
“Come Close Now” reminds
me that I shouldn’t be afraid of
sounding foolish - I just need to
show up when people are
suffering. The lyrics, some of
which
are
included
here,
convicted me:
I'm afraid of the space
where you suffer
Where you sit in the smoke
and the burn
I can't handle the choke
or the danger
Of my own foolish,
inadequate words
I'll be right outside
if you need me
Right outside
…

Shall I brave the heat
and come close with you now?
Can I come close now?

…
Lay down our plans
Lay down the sure-fire fix
Grief's gonna stay awhile,
There is no cure for this
We watch for return,
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

We speak what we've heard
We sit together, in the burn
…

As Christa shows us, we can
lighten our friends’ burdens when
we are willing to come close, but
they may need our invitation to
start speaking.
Sometimes we
need to listen as they talk about
what’s hard; what they’ve lost;
how they feel.
One
way
to
start
the
conversation could be, “This must
be so hard. If this had happened to
me, I’d be tempted to give in to
bitterness, anger or self-pity. How
are you feeling?”
Sharing our own struggles and
temptations invites sufferers to
speak, knowing they won’t be
judged.
If our grieving friends do
speak, let them talk without
interrupting or correcting. Invite
them to share their inner dialogue;
to name their fears; to voice what
they’ve been telling themselves
about their suffering.
We talk to ourselves all day
long, either speaking words of
fear, despair and anger or
courage, resolve and hope. What
26
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A Sacrifice
of Praise:
by John Birch

We talk to ourselves all day
long, either speaking words of
fear, despair and anger or courage,
resolve and hope. What we tell
ourselves matters, and whether
we invite the Lord into this
dialogue matters as well.
It’s a fine balance, but when
you listen, also point them to the
Lord. We all need reminders that
God is with us in the fire. (Isaiah
43:2) We all need to know he will
never leave us. (Hebrews 13:5-6).
We all need assurance that the
Lord is doing things in and
through our pain that one day we
will see and rejoice. (2 Corinthians
4:17-18).
Don’t over-think your words,
as if they are the only hope for
your friends. The best thing you
can do is pray, because only the
Lord can deliver them.
When you pray, pray for their
healing (James 5:16); their health
and well-being (3 John 1:2); but
also pray for spiritual blessings
like increased faith (Luke 22:32);
being sanctified through their
suffering (John 17:17); and being
strengthened by the Spirit; filled to
the measure of all the fullness of
God (Eph 3:14-19).
I’m not an expert on knowing
how to pray or what to say, but I
27

have seen suffering from different
angles. I’ve discouraged suffering
friends and I’ve been wounded by
people trying to encourage me.
I know the power of prayer, the
importance of having friends
show up, and the gift of having
friends process my tangled
thoughts with me.
This is what I’ve learned: Be
gentle with your grieving friends,
and don’t press them to talk or to
count their blessings when they’re
not ready. Climb down into the pit
with them. Sit with them in their
pain. (Job 2:13) Comfort them as
the Lord has comforted you (2
Corinthians 1: 4), and above all,
pray
without
ceasing.
(1 Thessalonians 5:17) [END]
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God of majesty and power,
Who spoke and this world was,
Who breathed
and this world lived,
Who counts the hairs
upon my head,
Who sees my thoughts
and reads my heart,
Who loves me more
than I deserve,
How can I not bring today,
A sacrifice of praise?
For in the child at Bethlehem
Lies the promise of intimacy
With a Saviour who would
die even for me,
And the promise of an eternity
In which to praise You
more each day.
God of promise
I praise your name, Amen

Words of Wisdom
“Prayer is so necessary, and the
source of so many blessings, that he
who has discovered the treasure
cannot be prevented from having
recourse to it, whenever he has an
opportunity.”
François Fénelon

Tantalising Trivia
Do you enjoy mathematics and statistics? What
do you reckon the chances
are of tossing a coin heads up, 50
times in a row? Apparently you
would need one million people to
toss ten coins a minute for forty
hours a week. Then it would
probably only happen once every
nine centuries.
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Why has the West Been So Successful?
by Roydon Ng
Press Service International

The question of what good has
Christianity done for Western
civilisation is at the forefront of
our 21st-century cultural crisis,
whether we like to admit it or not.
Cultural Legacy
As we live in the aftermath of
Islamic dominance in Europe, it is
Christianity that distinguishes
Western civilisation instead of the
common misconception that the
West must be white or of a racial,
cultural or linguistic group.
Popular
Western
culture
through an enlightened media
often baulks at the idea that
Christianity has been a stalwart
for equality, but as a matter of fact,
it is through the doctrine that all
people are made in the image of
God, that we are equal.
The
rise
of
Christianity
displaced pagan traditions and
schools of thought such as
Aristotle’s belief that some people
were natural slaves.
Despite an increasing number
of
denominations
appearing
beyond the Overton window in
mainstream society for their
Christian
values
and
with
perceptions of how women are
treated, Christianity has been the
best advocate for women.
The human rights of consensual
marriage are founded upon
Christianity,
declaring
that
women are not the chattel of men
and are the sacramental equal to
their husbands.
Ridding the world of religion
and especially Christianity to
resolve world conflict is a common
28

misconception often held by those
who fail to recognise their
dogmatic belief systems.
Children’s storybooks and a
poor understanding of history
have also led us to perceive
paganism as a peaceful tradition,
but such perceptions of the ‘noble
savage’ fail to recognise the
brutality and violence that predated the rise of Christianity.
Respect for Life
The notion that all religion
leads to violence is a
false pretence that
many often imply as
cover for their intolerance.
Some
religions advocate
warfare on nonbelievers, but not
Christianity, and this can be seen
through Christians having placed
an
increased
number
of
restrictions on war.

standing of the true God that led
many pagan and other religions to
take up the practice of human
sacrifice.
Inclusive and Creative
Being inclusive and creative are
not things that are perceived to be
tenets of Christianity, but the
reality could not be further from
the truth. The Bible records
through Acts chapter 2 of the Holy
Spirit giving the apostles ‘tongues
of fire’, which enabled the apostles
to speak in the many
foreign languages of
the non-believers.

“Joy… is the
gigantic
secret of the
Christian.”

An example is Augustine
declaring that war should only be
fought for generally defensive
purposes. The creation of the
Geneva Convention owes its
tradition to the new Christian
practice starting in the 10th
century to differentiate between
combatants and civilians.
A distinguishing feature of
Christianity has been its respect
for human life which has saved
countless lives literally as well as
spiritually throughout the world.
The barbaric practice of child
and human sacrifices has no place
in Christianity, as Christians know
what is necessary to please God
and that the ultimate sacrifice has
already been completed through
Jesus. It was the lack of under~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

Christianity seeks to
include people not by
making them conform
to cultural practices but
by reaching out to
them
in
their
distinct
environment.
Additionally, Christians have
the privilege of knowing that they
are not confined to a physical
building for worship, as the Bible
tells us that the Church exists
whenever believers are gathered
for Jesus.
Another example of the
creativity that is found through
Christianity was in AD601 when
Pope Gregory the Great declined
to destroy the pagan temples in
Anglo-Saxon England but instead
had
them
consecrated
for
Christian worship.
Joy
As GK Chesterton writes “Joy,
which was the small publicity of
the pagan, is the gigantic secret of
the Christian.”
It is only through Christian
worship that there is the joy that
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fills the Church in celebration of
32

giving God joyful praises in awe
of the splendour of His glory.

God’s creation and His good
order. This is something not found
through any other religion.
Christianity is also comedic not in
the sense that matters of faith are
accidental or that God is to be
mocked, but Christians can rejoice
in God’s providential timing for
answered prayers and share in
humour about the Bible through
publications like the Babylon Bee
and Christian Memes, without
fear of being struck down by
lightning bolts.

What Next?

One consequence of the
Reformation was the incoming of
the Puritan movement that took
the laughter and joy out of
Christian worship. J. R. R. Tolkien
writes in his letter responding to
Camellia Unwin’s question of the
purpose of life, that we exist to be

Christians are once again facing
challenges from anti-God totalitarian ideologies from both left
and right. Both communism,
fascism and everything in between
are vying to fill the God-shaped
hole that is growing in the
Western world.
No true salvation can be found
through adopting socialism as a
human
attempt
to
reduce
capitalist inequalities. No eternal
life can be gained by placing trust
in conservative ideals that seek to
use human effort to preserve this
broken world, which forsakes the
great hope of a new heaven and
new earth in God’s kingdom.
The West is shifting culturally,
geographically and linguistically;
but it has only been through the

Christian premise of Western
civilisation that the entire world
has achieved the progress to
today’s 21st century.
We do not need to hold onto
the West as being a white
ethnocentric empire, but we do,
however need to spread the
benefits of Western civilisation as
founded
upon
Christianity
throughout the entire world, and
do so through the reasoned
Christian principles of love,
equality and joy! [END]
--------------------------Biography:
Roydon Ng is a Christian writer from
Western Sydney. Soli Deo Gloria. Follow
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Reasons I’m Still Single
No. 312
Superman, Wonder Woman,
Batman… single, single, single!
I get it now.
I'm single because I'm a superhero!

Tantalising Trivia
Strange names of musical groups
have included:
Blodwyn Pig
The Bonzo Dog Doo-Dah Band
Dead Sea Fruit
Elmer Gantry's Velvet Opera
The Giant Sun Trolley
Hapsash and the Coloured Coat
Hedgehoppers Anonymous
The Pineapple Chunks; and
Wynder K. Frog.
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Walking Up Walls:
Insects Inspire a Better ‘Sticky Tape’
by David
Catchpoole
Seemingly effortlessly, a fly can
not only walk vertically up walls,
but also upside down on ceilings even ones made of glass.
For years, scientists have
strived to work out the ‘secret’
allowing insects to do this - with
an eye to potential commercial
applications.
Imagine,
for
example, an adhesive tape as
effective as an insect’s foot - able
to attach super-strongly yet also
be readily detached, again and
again, without losing any of its
‘stickiness’.
An early suggestion was that

insects used ‘microsuckers’. But
this doesn’t explain all insect
‘stickiness’. With the advent of
electron microscopes and other
sophisticated micro-and nanolevel technology used to examine
insect foot pads in fine detail,
researchers now have a much
better understanding of insect
adhesive mechanisms.
Scientists now know that insect
feet have an incredibly intricate
micro-structure with a range of
different basic physical forces
contributing
to
the
overall
adhesion. Micro-fine setae/hairs
on the insect foot pad allow van
der Waals and Coulomb forces to
do their part, just like the feet of
geckos1,2 and some spiders.3 This is

not only very efficient, but also
self-cleaning.
Some insects also secrete a tiny
amount of fluid from their foot
pads, allowing additional strongly
cohesive capillary forces (surface
tension and molecular adhesion).
And some insects have sophisticated mechanical-hydraulic machinery that enables them to stick this
way.4
Armed with this information,
materials
engineers
have
developed
a
micro-patterned
polymer tape modelled on the foot
pad surface of certain insects.5,6
Subsequent testing revealed the
vastly superior performance of the
‘bioinspired’7 tape, relative to a
commercially-available pressuresensitive adhesive tape.
Compared to a flat PVS tape,
the microstructure patterned tape
demonstrated considerably higher
adhesion in a peeling test, with a
higher pull-off force per unit
apparent contact area.
What’s more, the microstructured tape ‘is less sensitive to
contamination by dust particles
than the flat tape or a regular
scotch tape’. And even if the
‘insect tape’ is contaminated, it can
be washed with a soap solution in
water, completely recovering its
initial adhesive properties.
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Window-cleaning Robots!
Robots that could climb vertical
surfaces as insects and lizards do
could be used in exploration,
inspection of tall buildings and
bridges and for high-rise window
cleaning. Wall-walking robots are
indeed being developed with such
applications
in
mind.
This
‘bioinspired’ tape was ‘successfully applied’8 to the multi-spoke
wheel-leg appendages of a 120g
wall-climbing
robot
Mini9
WhegsTM.
Despite being only at the preprototype stage, no-one would say
that the wall-walking robot, or the
adhesive ‘insect tape’, were not
designed.
The moral of the story? Let me
put it into rhyme:
Walking up walls is quite an
art,
So, that robot’s designer must
be pretty smart.
But looking at an insect’s skill The insect’s Designer must be
smarter still.
[END]
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3. Sarfati, J., Spectacular spider stickiness,
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flattened tips and a narrowed flexible region
just below the flattened tip. The pillars
exhibit a hexagonal distribution pattern—
therefore a high packing density.
7. Gorb, S., Sinha, M., Peressadko, A., Daltorio,
K., and Quinn, R., Insects did it first: a
micropatterned adhesive tape for robotic
applications, Bioinspiration & Biomimetics
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8. According to the authors of ref. 7. Their
paper has a photograph (Figure 9, on p.
S122) of the Mini-WhegsTM, with ‘insect
tape’ affixed, scaling a wall. (At the time of
writing (April 2008), the photograph could
be
viewed
online
at
http://www.iop.org/EJ/article/17483190/2/4/S01/bb7_4_s01.pdf?request=id=44d2
e4.)
9. There are many other potential practical
applications for the new ‘insect tape’ too, e.g.
fastening objects onto glass surfaces, and for
protecting and gripping optically sensitive
materials with smooth surfaces such as
lenses, CDs and DVDs.

Tantalising Trivia
Two unrelated women from
Detroit in the USA were born
within two hours of each other,
and, were both named Pauline
Taylor. As the girls grew into
adults, they actually looked
almost
identical,
and
even
developed similar tastes in clothes,
food and hobbies.
Even unrelated royals have
been known to share appearances
in common. Did you know that
Czar Nicholass II of Russia, and
Prince George of Wales (who later
became King George V of
England), looked so much alike,
that when the Czar visited
England in 1893, both liked to
pretend being the other.

Can you guess what the item is in
the close-up photo below? Go to page
79 for the answer.

For since the creation of the
world God’s invisible qualities
- his eternal power and divine
nature - have been clearly seen,
being understood from what
has been made, so that men are
without excuse.
Romans 1:20 [ESV]
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Is it Always “Boys Will Be Boys?”
by Ron Ross
Press Service International

“There are two kinds of
education, one teaches us how
to make a living, the other
teaches how to live,” a quote
attributed to William Barclay,
the
Scottish
author
and
television presenter.
The former US Commissioner
of Education under President
Carter, Ernest Boyer said:
“School is in a very real
sense
a
mirror
of
its
community.
Time and time again, we
saw that community support or
community conditions were
shaping the school. So, in a
very real sense, the report card
on the school, is a report card
on the nation.”
A profound contribution into
the perils and promise of
education came from Prof. Alan
Boom in his book ‘Closing the
American Mind.” He wrote:
“Every educational system
has a moral goal that it tries to
attain and that informs its
curriculum. It wants to produce
a certain kind of human being.”
According to recent media
reports 4,000 early years Victorian
educators (in Australia) were to
receive training regarding gender
sensitivity in the classroom. In a
honey.nine.com.au report, foundation teachers will learn it is
inappropriate to say things like
‘boys will be boys’ when talking to
children and indeed about them.

$21.8 million ‘gender-equality’
program to counter domestic
violence.
I found it interesting to learn
the phrase ‘boys will be boys’ is
actually derived from an ancient
Latin
proverb
which
said,
‘children will be children.’ In
English it arrived around 1589.
In presenting the new plan
Jenny Mikakos, the Victorian
Minister for Families and Children
said:
"The early years are an
important time to start helping
children develop a secure sense
of self and healthy, respectful relationships. This will help
prevent family violence in the
long-term1.”
Violence in our society is
unacceptable and every attempt to
educate and eradicate the problem
must have wide approval. Sadly
the education of children today
goes way beyond the classroom.
What so many children see at
home or on TV or on their
numerous devices portray a
violent expression of behaviour.
Rap artists openly call for
aggression, hate and abuse, with
little or no complaint or restraint
from the so-called adults. Long
gone are our earlier definitions of
being a gentleman or a lady, sadly
labels from another era, or even
old-fashioned.
Coach
Frank Martin, the South
Carolina head Basketball Coach
gathered an avalanche of ‘likes’ on
Facebook one time saying:

Honey.nine1 described this plan
as part of the Labour Government

“You know what makes me
sick to my stomach? When I
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hear grown people say that
kids have changed. Kids
haven’t changed. Kids don’t
know anything about anything.
We’ve changed as adults. We
demand less of kids. We make
their lives easier instead of
preparing them for what life is
truly about. We’re the ones that
have changed.”
The famous Scottish psychiatrist R. D. Laing said:
“A child born today in the
United Kingdom stands a
greater
chance
of
being
admitted to a mental hospital
than to a university. This can be
taken as an indication that we
are driving our children mad
more effectively than we are
genuinely educating them.
Perhaps it is our way of
educating them that is driving
them mad.”
He also said:
“Human beings seem to
have an almost unlimited
capacity to deceive themselves,
and to deceive themselves into
taking their own lies for truth.”
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Organisation Promotion
style of earlier atheism – the
tyrant has been overthrown
and man is now free. Rather he
said it in the anguished tones of
the most powerful and delicate
piety deprived of its proper
object.
Laing was right. God has been
removed from the classroom and
He is not welcome in every family.
His absence creates a vacuum
which is more than willingly filled
by me, myself and I, i.e. selfish
me-centredness!
Legislation alone will not
restrict domestic violence. A
lifestyle change is needed. The
pattern for life was outlined for us
in Psalm 78. These are words of
wisdom, which the psalmist says:
“…we will not hide from
our children.”
The Psalm speaks of wisdom
from generation to generation:
“…so the next generation might
know - that they might set their
confidence in God - and not
forget the deeds of God.”
When God is banned bad
things happen.
One of the meanings of the
word deception is to ‘wander from
the straight path.’ I do not believe
we have wandered, we have taken
an almighty leap away from the
foundations of life provided by
faith in Jesus Christ. Right now
many children follow musicians,
TV stars - fictional heroes! They
are constantly fed deception - lies
for truth.

Man, who needed God, has
lost his Father and Saviour
without possibility of resurrection. The joy of liberation
one finds in Marx has turned
into terror at man’s unprotectedness.”
Despite our bombs, missiles
and weapons of mass destruction
we are a very fragile species.
Bloom describes sociologists as
those who are keeping “a toothless
old circus lion around the house to
experience the thrill of the jungle.”
God is not like that lion. He is
not toothless and He is not old.
Ignoring our need for Him is
having a resounding impact. God
is not dead and there is evidence
all over the world, we need to
acknowledge Him all over again.
[END]

-------------------Note:
1. https://honey.nine.com.au/latest/
victorian-government-respectfulrelationships-teach-kids-not-to-besexist/504e089e-0803-4ae9-bb9ee68ca2939b58
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Ron Ross was a Middle East
consultant
for
United
Christian
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reporter for Christian media based in
Jerusalem.
Ron Ross’ previous articles may be
viewed at www.pressserviceinternational.
org/ron-ross.html

Values
I was drawn to Alan Bloom’s
chapter on ‘Values:’
“’God is dead,’ Neitzche
proclaimed. But he did not say
this on a note of triumph, in the
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Australia
Since its founding in 2002, Christian
Today Australia has become the
leading non-denominational Christian
news website in the country. Christian
Today Australia gains affiliation to the
Christian Today network based in the
UK, and is part of the CMCI Group, the
world's
largest
Christian
news
company.
Christian Today Australia's vision
stems from the calling to establish the
kingdom of God on earth through
media by serving as a platform from
which Truth is presented according to
Matthew 5:37, "Simply let your 'Yes' be
'Yes,' and your 'No, 'No.'"
The publication aims to bring unity
among Christians across all denominations and restore God as the centre
of the nation.
Web: www.christiantoday.com.au
Contact us at:
www.christiantoday.com.au/contactus

Organisation Promotion

Single? Christian?
Looking for fun,
friendship and
fellowship?
Club Solo is delighted to invite you
to an outing or camp. Operating for
more than 37 years, Club Solo is an
inter-denominational ministry which
serves Christian singles.
There are Club Solo groups in
Melbourne,
Adelaide,
Geelong,
Sydney and Brisbane.
Find out more about Club Solo
groups in your area. Information is
available on our website. Perhaps you
might like to start a group in your
town and need a little help - contact
the Director, Rev Steve Mitchell, who
has a real pastor’s heart for singles:

Phone: (03) 9407 1240
Email: clubsolo@tpg.com.au
Web:
www.clubsolo.org.au
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and the Rise
of the Radical
Technocrats

by Bill
Muehlenberg
CultureWatch

The Great Reset is real - and a
very real threat:
No, it is not some conspiracy
theory. It is as real as it is scary,
and
the
globalist
bigwigs,
including the UN, the IMF, Prince
Charles etc, are completely open
about what they have in mind.
A major global summit called
“The Great Reset” sponsored by
the World Economic Forum was to
be held in Davos, Switzerland in
January 2021, but was postponed.
The WEF has told us what it is
all about:

world government movement
with the full backing of many of
our elites.
Consider what it says about the
global economic and political
order. In a piece titled “The great
reset must place social justice at its
centre” it says this:
 Wealth needs to be
broadly redistributed.

more

 Governments will need to
intervene more to ensure better
and fairer outcomes from
private sector investments.
 New institutions need to
incorporate profound reforms
to ensure better racial integration.

“There is an urgent need for
global stakeholders to cooperate in
simultaneously managing the
direct
consequences
of
the
COVID-19 crisis. To improve the
state of the world, the World
Economic Forum is starting The
Great Reset initiative.” (link)

Capitalism as we know it needs
to be reformed. The growing
discontent at the ideology that has
created so much wealth and
progress on the one hand, and yet
so much inequality and instability
on the other hand, is causing
increasingly
frequent
social
disruptions across the world.

That may sound innocent
enough, but the devil is in the
detail. In the sights of these
radicals is the West, the free
market, the rule of law, and
individual freedoms. It is a prosocialism, pro-globalism, pro-one

The COVID-19 crisis has laid
bare most of these dysfunctions,
ranging from uneven access to
healthcare, education, economic
opportunities, and social progress,
to growing inequality among and
within nations and racial and
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ethnic groups. At the centre of
these multiple crises lies the
tension between privilege and
meritocracy.
From a global economic
perspective, capitalism, as the
dominant economic system since
the end of World War II, has
played a substantial part in
fuelling inequalities within and
across nations. (link)
It goes on to speak about “the
slow death of capitalism.” In
another article titled “Now is the
time for a ‘great reset’” we find
this:
To achieve a better outcome,
the world must act jointly and
swiftly to revamp all aspects of
our societies and economies, from
education to social contracts and
working conditions.
Every country, from the United
States to China, must participate,
and every industry, from oil and
gas to tech, must be transformed.
In short, we need a “Great
Reset” of capitalism. There are
many reasons to pursue a Great
Reset, but the most urgent is
COVID-19. (link)
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Another piece called “COVID19’s legacy: This is how to get the
Great Reset right” says in part:
“This article accompanies the
launch of COVID-19: The Great
Reset, the new book by Klaus
Schwab and Thierry Malleret on
the COVID crisis and its impacts. .
. . A new world could emerge, the
contours of which it is incumbent
on us to re-imagine and to redraw.” (link)
Notice how this brave new
world order and COVID are
intimately connected. This global
crisis has become the perfect
platform - or the perfect excuse to radically remake the global
economic and political order. And
that comes down to very practical
things, such as coercive policies of
all sorts, including vaccinations.
(link)
Various observers have written
about the frightening monstrosity
this is. Andrew Stuttaford for
example has penned a lengthy
examination of the economic
policies and proposals. He says
this:
COVID-19 is a bad disease that
has been used to breathe new life
into bad ideas. And so it comes as
no surprise that the World
Economic Forum (“Davos”) is
deploying the pandemic as an
argument for what it labels, with
characteristic modesty, “The Great
Reset” initiative….
Even if we pass over the
presumption of the reset’s name,
this is a small classic of the prose
of soft authoritarianism. There is
an “urgent need” that must be
met. There is to be cooperation
and management, the world is to
be “improved,” and all of this is to
be put in place by “global
35

stakeholders,” - a conveniently
vague phrase, with more than a
suggestion of democracy bypassed
about it….
The WEF acts as an amplifier
and supporter of the soft
authoritarianism of the globalist
governing class in waiting - and
not always in waiting. But it is a
part of that ecosystem, not its
controller.
The Great Reset is both a
product of Schwab’s imagination
and a summary of the corporatist
ideas that have been floating
around that class for a long time,
from the focus on stakeholders, to
the
often
cranky
environmentalism, to the rejection of
shareholder primacy, something
seen
as
an
“Anglo-Saxon”
aberration, particularly when
linked to “finance.” (link)
Justin Haskins says this:
For decades, progressives have
attempted to use climate change to
justify liberal policy changes. But
their latest attempt - a new
proposal called the “Great Reset” is the most ambitious and radical
plan the world has seen in more
than a generation.
At a virtual meeting earlier in
June hosted by the World
Economic Forum, some of the
planet’s most powerful business
leaders, government officials and
activists announced a proposal to
“reset” the global economy.
Instead of traditional capitalism,
the high-profile group said the
world
should
adopt
more
socialistic policies, such as wealth
taxes, additional regulations and
massive Green New Deal-like
government programs….
Although many details about
the Great Reset won’t be rolled out
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

until the World Economic Forum
meets in Davos in January 2021,
the general principles of the plan
are clear: The world needs
massive
new
government
programs
and
far-reaching
policies comparable to those
offered by American socialists
such as Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.),
and Rep. Alexandria OcasioCortez (D-N.Y.) in their Green
New Deal plan.
Or, put another way, we need a
form of socialism - a word the
World Economic Forum has
deliberately avoided using, all
while calling for countless socialist
and progressive plans.
He closes with these words:
For those of us who support
free markets, the Great Reset is
nothing short of terrifying. Our
current crony capitalist system has
many flaws, to be sure, but
granting more power to the
government agents who created
that crony system and eroding
property rights is not the best way
forward. America is the world’s
most powerful, prosperous nation
precisely because of the very
market principles the Great Reset
supporters loathe, not in spite of
them.
Making matters worse, the left
has already proven throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic that it can
radically
transform
political
realities in the midst of a crisis, so
it’s not hard to see how the Great
Reset could eventually come to
fruition.
Can you imagine George W.
Bush or Bill Clinton printing
trillions of dollars and mailing it to
millions of people who didn’t lose
their jobs? This would have been
unthinkable just a couple of
35
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decades ago. Today, this policy
garners bipartisan support.
Prince Charles was right:
The present pandemic is a
“golden opportunity” for radical
change.
If Al Gore, Prince Charles and
the rest of the World Economic
Forum can convince enough
people that attempting to stop
climate change is also worth
dramatically pushing humanity
toward
greater
government
control, then radical - and
catastrophic - change is exactly
what we’re going to get. (link)
Another
commentator
scribes things this way:

de-

Sky News host Rowan Dean
says the next World Economic
Forum in Davos has morphed
from a “jet-setter climate gabfest”
into a sinister “anti-democratic
enterprise designed to destroy
your job, steal your prosperity and
rob your kids of a future”.
“It’s a hardcore leftist ecohorror show replete with quasi
fascism,” he said.
Mr Dean highlighted what he
described as a “disturbing trend
among many of the world’s leftwing elites to increasingly conflate
COVID-19 with climate change.
“Many are going so far as to
suggest that all the measures
applied to the coronavirus, the
lockdowns, the destruction of
businesses, the suppression of
dissent,
curfews,
strong-arm
police tactics, should become the
‘new normal’ for dealing with
climate change. (link)
You can see his 15-minute
video here: link.
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Lastly, Laura Ingraham just
recently looked at a number of
aspects of this. As one report
states:
Ingraham
cited
German
engineer Klaus Schwab, the
founder and executive chairman
of the World Economic Forum,
who wrote in June about the need
“to create a healthier, more
equitable and more prosperous
future.”
“Fairer outcomes by coordination in tax regulatory, trade, and
fiscal policy. It all may include
changes to wealth taxes; the
withdrawal of fossil fuel subsidies;
and
new
rules
governing
influential intellectual property,
trade, and competition; and
transitioning from fossil fuels to
green energy,” Ingraham said.
“Does that sound familiar? It is
basically Biden’s agenda. When
Biden said we’re going to work
with our allies, what he really
means is he’s going to let them
have veto power over our trade
initiatives,
our
patent
and
trademark laws, and our energy
industry - and that’s just a start,”
she said.
See her full, eye-opening tenminute video: link.

Biography:
American-born Bill Muehlenberg, lives
in Melbourne with his Australian wife
Averil, and they have three sons. The
couple spent five years in Holland
working as missionaries with Youth With
A Mission.
Bill is a spokesman for the Family
Council of Victoria, and has an
independent ministry in pro-faith and
pro-family activism. He is head of an
apologetics/ethics ministry called Culture
Watch.
In addition to authoring several books,
Bill is a part-time lecturer at several
Melbourne theological colleges.
------------------------Bibliography:
Muehlenberg, Bill, CultureWatch, 13 November
2020, available: https://billmuehlenberg.com/
2020/11/13/the-great-reset-and-the-rise-of-theradical-technocrats/, accessed 25/11/21

Tantalising Trivia
After Helen Jensen of Seattle,
Washington, had a baby, a needle
was removed from the infant, the
same needle which had been
embedded in the mother’s knee
when she herself had been a small
child.

Activists have always sought to
harness the power of the State to
bring about their radical agendas.
When you couple runaway statism
with fear and alarmism over a
virus and the climate, you have
the perfect recipe for Big Brother
totalitarianism. It IS the perfect
storm for the One World militants.

Think that’s weird? Consider
Peter Barr of Saint Faiths in
England.
Peter
had
been
completely blind for ten years.
During an argument one day, he
beat his hands together in anger
and suddenly regained his sight.

… Be concerned …

"In our surrender, we must give
ourselves to God in the same way
He game Himself for us - totally,
unconditionally,
and
without
reservation." Oswald Chambers

… Be very concerned …
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“Leaf of Healing”
Acrylic on Canvas
by Justin
Monaghan
Press Service International

The “Leaf of
Healing” painting
was brought to life
by the verse in the
book of Ezekiel 47:12.
The image was
also inspired by a
vision in which I saw
a powerful leaf
hidden deep in a
dark forest.
As the vision
played out I then saw
light beaming
through the thickness
of the trees bringing
light to the leaf that
holds so much
promise.
I believe that this
piece is one that
brings hope to a
world that
desperately needs to
find the leaf that will
bring healing to the
nations.
The leaf being a
great metaphor of the
true healer that is
Jesus and the one that
our world so desperately needs.
----------------------Bibliography:
Monaghan, Justin, undated,
Christian Today: “Leaf of
Healing” Acrylic on Canvas,
available: https://Christian
today.com.au/news/leaf-ofhealing-acrylic-on-canvas.html,
accessed 10/0/21
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Pearl Harbor
~ Captain Mitsuo Fuchida ~
On 8 December 1941, Japan attacked Pearl Harbor with Captain Fuchida in one
of the first bomber planes. This December 2021 marks 80 years since the assault.

by Tim White
Fuchida was more excited than
usual as he awoke that morning.
As general commander of the air
squadron, he made some lastminute checks on intelligence
information before going to warm
up his plane.
Three hundred and sixty
Japanese planes led by Captain
Fuchida headed toward Hawaii.
He knew the objective of this
mission: to surprise and cripple
the American naval force in the
Pacific.
The destruction left behind
included twenty naval vessels
which comprised eight enormous
battleships with over two hundred
planes. The human cost was over
two thousand military and
civilians killed and more than one
thousand injured.
Fuchida was the first over the
target and the last to leave. It was
his voice that sent his aircraft
carrier the message “Tora! Tora!
Tora!” (Tiger! Tiger! Tiger!)
Indicating the success of the
surprise mission.
This was the same commander
that led the first of the two attacks
in one day on Darwin (northern
Australia). At the end of that day,
two hundred and forty-three
civilians and servicemen were
dead and more than four hundred
injured.
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Captain Mitsuo Fuchida

Japanese Navy Mitsubishi A6M2 Zero fighter
on the aircraft carrier at the time of the attack
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Japanese naval aircraft prepare to take off from
an aircraft carrier to attack Pearl Harbor
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After Pearl Harbor
After Pearl Harbor, Fuchida
had many close brushes with
death including six crashes into
the sea. Recovering onboard after
an appendectomy, the ship was
bombed and both his legs were

broken and he was thrown into
the sea. He realised he was the
sole survivor of the seven Air
Commanders and the thirty two
squadron leaders who took part in
the Pearl Harbor attack.
It wasn’t until the war had
ended that he realised why God
had kept him from death on so
many occasions.
God Reaches Out to Him

A photo taken from a Japanese plane during
the attack on Pearl Harbor

After the surrender by Japan,
his military career was over and
he became more unhappy and
depressed. This was further
aggravated by his call to be a
witness at the war crimes trials.
On his way to give evidence
and as he got off the train he was
handed a leaflet entitled “I was a
Prisoner of Japan.”
The leaflet produced by the
Pocket Testament League was the
experience of Jake DeShazer who
was held in a Japanese Prisoner of
War Camp. Jake described how he
was cruelly treated. He told about
his violent hatred for the Japanese
guards.
Then one day, the prisoners in
the camp were given Bibles. As
Jake read it he came to understand
that the book was more than an
historical story. Its’ message of
love, grace and forgiveness
became relevant to him right there
in his cell and he invited Jesus to
come into his life.
His life changed and his entire
attitude toward his captors
changed too. His hatred turned to
love and concern, and he decided
that should his country win the
war, and he be set free, he would
someday return to Japan to introduce others to this life-changing
Bible. Jake DeShazer returned to
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Japan after
missionary.

the

war

as

a

Now Fuchida had Jake’s story,
printed in leaflet form, in his hand.
It was all about a forgiveness and
a peace he could not understand
and could not explain. Since the
American
had
found
this
forgiveness and peace in the Bible,
he decided to purchase a Bible.
Eagerly he read the Bible and
sought help from the Pocket
Testament League representative
on how to become a Christian.
Now he understood about the
love of Jesus and for the first time
he understood the meaning of
Jesus dying as a substitute for his
sin.
His actions at Pearl Harbor
could not be changed but now he
was aware of why God had kept
him from harm. His new mission
in life was to tell others how they
could overcome the hatred in their
hearts and minds.
He learnt that Jesus is the only
One who was powerful enough to
change his life and inspire him
with God’s thoughts. Jesus was
the
only
answer
to
Jake
DeShazer’s tormented life and He
is still the only real answer for
people today.
God’s forgiveness is powerful
and life-giving. When we feel it
deep down it can be infectious and
really change our lives. [END]

--------------------Bibliography:
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Hollywood has a Brilliant Plan to Normalize
Abortion, and It’s Working
by Jonathon Van
Maren
LifeSiteNews
'Humor is a powerful weapon, and
now abortion activists are attempting
to utilize it in the same way comedy
was used to desensitize us to the
sinfulness of a wide range of
behaviors'
It will surprise nobody to learn
that I’m not one of those folks who
thinks that every subject is fair
game for comedy. Not everything
is funny, and more importantly,
some things should not be
mocked. That goes especially for
mocking God (blasphemy), which
is the norm in entertainment these
days, but also includes subjects
that are simply inappropriate
topics for humor.
Conservatives have gotten far
too comfortable with making a
joke about everything in response
to the fact that progressives have
gotten so uptight. Back in the day,
after all, it was lefties getting in
trouble for being crude or
mocking religion. These days, it’s
comedians daring to blaspheme
the LGBT community. It is
inevitable that societies end up
having blasphemy laws, and those
laws tell us who has the power
and what we worship.
This brings me to a subject that,
for obvious reasons, I find to be no
laughing matter: Abortion. For
some time now, the entertainment
industry has been attempting to
make feticide funny. Earlier this
fall, for example, HBO released
Unpregnant, a slapstick road trip
40

comedy about two girls who head
off across the U.S. to a state
without parental consent laws to
procure an abortion. Three head
off on a road trip; one is killed,
two return, making it a success. In
between, much hilarity ensues. If
abortion is funny, after all, how
can it also be a brutal act of
violence that shreds the tiny body
of a little human being? The
answer, of course, is that it can’t.
And that’s the entire point.
I’m ashamed of the fact that it
took me as long as it did to realize
the extent to which Hollywood
and TV comedies and sitcoms
contributed to the mainstreaming
of behavior that once, not so very
long ago, our culture recognized
as “sinful” (a word that is,
ironically,
now
considered
something of a “sin” in and of
itself - and one of the last ones left,
too.) The simple fact is that when
you make sin funny, you make it
impossible to take seriously. If a
lovable playboy on a sitcom think Friends, How I Met Your
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

Mother, Will & Grace, The Big
Bang Theory, you name it - gets
into various peccadillos while
whoring around, then suddenly
fornication is no longer a sin that
threatens your soul. Instead, it is
funny. And it is very difficult to
find fornication hilarious on
Saturday night around the TV or
the laptop and then a deadly
serious sin for which Christ died
on Sunday morning.
The same has been true for
porn use (a ubiquitous punchline
in TV sitcoms.) If porn addiction is
funny, how can it also be the soulpoisoning participation in the
systematic degradation and often
assault of women? It can’t, of
course. The same is true for the
normalization of “alternative”
lifestyles
and
conditioning
audiences
to
accept
the
redefinition of marriage.
An entire documentary series,
Visible: Out on Television, tracked
the way the artists of the
entertainment industry reshaped
the views of the culture with one
40
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International Awareness Days
of the most powerful storytelling
tools in the history of humanity. If
the entertainment industry can get
you laughing at things that God
hates, it has, in effect, already won
a huge victory. You might still call
sin “sin.” But because they can
make you think it’s funny, they
know you cannot take it as
seriously.
According to Variety, that’s
what a new film by Sacha Baron
Cohen is attempting to do with the
abortion debate. A follow-up to
his juvenile 2006 mockumentary, it
apparently contains a scene in
which the Borat character’s
daughter accidentally swallows a
plastic baby on a cupcake. They
head to a crisis pregnancy center
and inform a pastor there that she
has a baby inside her that needs to
be taken out. Obviously, the
pastor believes they are requesting
abortion, and tells them that
“When you take it out, you end
that life. It is a living, breathing
life that God has created.” Of
course, it’s actually a toy. So it
isn’t really breathing, and the
pastor who cares about babies not
getting dismembered is obviously
a moron. Get it? Then, Borat
informs the pastor that he’s the
one responsible for the baby in his
daughter, because incest is also
apparently hilarious. Of course, if
Borat had tried that in a Planned
Parenthood clinic, he’d likely have
been offered an abortion, no
questions asked. The abortion
industry knows the needs of its
clientele: A sin to cover up sin
while they make a killing.
It’s not stodgy or prudish to say
that none of that is actually funny.
I’ve seen what babies look like in
dumpsters behind abortion clinics,
and I promise you that if you saw
41

what I saw, you wouldn’t think it
was funny, either.
Humor is a powerful weapon,
and now abortion activists are
attempting to utilize it in the same
way comedy was used to
desensitize us to the sinfulness of
a wide range of behaviors. If they
can make us think that abortion is
a bucket of laughs, then perhaps
they can distract us from the fact
that it is actually a bucket of dead
babies. Some things are deadly
serious, and they are serious
because they have the potential to
be deadly. Sin is like that. It is
poison. And when we chortle
about it, we can be assured that
laughter is not, in fact, the best
medicine. [END]
-----------------Biography:
Jonathon Van Maren is a public
speaker, writer, and pro-life activist. His
commentary has been translated into
more than eight languages and published
widely online as well as print newspapers.
He has received an award for combating
anti-Semitism in print from the Jewish
organisation B’nai Brith. His commentary
has been featured on CTV Primetime,
Global News, EWTN, and the CBC as well
as dozens of radio stations and news
outlets in Canada and the United States.
He speaks on a wide variety of
cultural topics across North America at
universities, high schools, churches, and
other functions. Some of these topics
include abortion, pornography, the Sexual
Revolution, and euthanasia. Jonathon
holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in history
from Simon Fraser University, and is the
communications director for the Canadian
Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform.
Jonathon’s first book, The Culture War,
was released in 2016.

December
1 World AIDS Day; 2 International Day
for
the
Abolition
of
Slavery;
3 International Day of Persons with
Disabilities; 5 World Soil Day &
International Volunteer Day for Economic
and Social Development; 9 International
Anti-Corruption Day; & International Day
of Commemoration and Dignity of the
Victims of the Crime of Genocide and of
the Prevention of this Crime; 10 Human
Rights Day; 12 Inter-national Day of
Neutrality; 18 Inter-national Migrants
Day; 20 International Human Solidarity
Day
January
2 Science Fiction Day1; 16 unofficial
National Nothing Day (USA); 11 International Parity at Work Day2 &
International Day of Women and Girls in
Science; 13 World Radio Day; 18 International Religion Day & 18-25 International Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity; 20 World Day of Social Justice;
21 National Hugging Day3; 23 International Freedom Day; 26 International
Environmental Education Day; and
International Customs Day; 27 International Holocaust Remembrance Day4;
and
International Outer Space Day;
30 International Day of Non-violence and
Peace5
February
2 Groundhog Day6; World Wetlands Day;
and Marmot Day7; 4 World Cancer Day;
6 International Day of Zero Tolerance to
Female Genital Mutilation; 11 World Day
of the Sick; 13 World Radio Day; 20 World
Day of Social Justice; 21 International
Mother Lan-guage Day; 22 A Day Without
News; 27 World NGO Day (Non-government
organisation).
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Did Jesus Claim to be God?
by Kurt Mahlburg
Christians have always maintained that Jesus is God: fully
human, and fully divine, but some
have suggested that Jesus never
claimed to be God - that Christians
misunderstood Jesus and invented
this idea after the fact.
Is that True?
The answer to this is clear: the
Jesus we meet in the pages of the
New Testament is fully convinced
that he is God - one in being with
Yahweh. Let’s take a fast-paced
tour through the gospel passages
where this is evident.
In Mark 2:1-12 (and also in
Matthew 9:1-8 and Luke 5:17-26), a
paralysed man is brought to Jesus.
Jesus surprises the gathered
crowds - and the man - by
seemingly ignoring his physical
condition and declaring the man’s
sins forgiven.
The scribes and Pharisees are
deeply upset at these ‘blasphemies’, asking:
“Who can forgive sins but
God only?”
They are right. Jesus does not
challenge their logic: in fact, he
immediately heals the man, and
he offers this to the Pharisees as
proof that:
“the Son of man hath power
on earth to forgive sins.”
The crowd’s response says it
all:
“They were all amazed, and
glorified God, saying, ‘We
never saw it on this fashion’.”
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Jesus forgives the paralysed man for his sins, then heals him.

In Mark 10:17-18, a rich man
comes running to Jesus, kneeling
at his feet. He asks:
“Good Master, what shall I
do that I may inherit eternal
life?”
Jesus’ response is startling: he
asks the man why he called Jesus
‘good’ - and clarifies that:
“There is none good but one,
that is, God.”
If we look at this passage on its
own, it might seem that Jesus is
distancing himself from God. But
the Scriptures are emphatic that
Jesus is good; that he is flawless
and
morally
perfect.
(See
2 Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 4:15,
Hebrews 7:26, Hebrews 9:14,
1 Peter 1:19, 1 Peter 2:22, 1 John
3:5). So in fact, here Jesus is
claiming to be God - he is
effectively asking the rich man:
“Do you realise who you’re
talking to?”
Indeed, either Jesus is just a sinful
human like the rest of us, or he is
divine.
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In Mark 14:53-64, before his
crucifixion, Jesus is led away to
the high priest, who asks him:
“Art thou the Christ, the Son
of the Blessed?” Jesus answers
with the words ‘I AM’ (έγώ
είμι)
echoing Exodus 3:13-14 where
God calls himself the ‘I AM’.
Jesus continues:
“And ye shall see the Son of
man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the
clouds of heaven.”
Even if we might miss this
reference
to
the
Messianic
prophecy about the ‘Son of Man’
in Daniel 7:13-14, it doesn’t slip
past the high priest. In an outrage,
the high priest tears his clothes
and says:
“What need we any further
witnesses? Ye have heard the
blasphemy.”
The religious leaders gathered
around condemning Jesus as
guilty and deserving of death.
In John 3:31-34, Jesus speaks
candidly about his own identity.
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He claims to have been sent by
God and given the Spirit without
measure, but in verse 31, he says
something even more curious:
“He that cometh from above
is above all: he that is of the
earth is earthly, and speaketh of
the earth: he that cometh from
heaven is above all.”
Jesus is referring to himself.
Clearly, Jesus sees himself as
divine: what else can “from
heaven” and “above all” mean?
In John 5:17-23, Jesus makes
another grand assertion:
“My
Father
worketh
hitherto, and I work.”
In other words, he is suggesting
that the Father’s work and his is
one and the same.
Immediately following this, we
read that the Jews sought to kill
Jesus for:
“making himself equal with
God.”
If this was some kind of
misunderstanding, Jesus could
have cleared it up. Instead, he
doubles down, insisting that:
“All men should honour the
Son, even as they honour the
Father.”
In the quintessential passage on
Jesus’ identity, John 8:12-59, a long
exchange takes place between
Jesus and the Pharisees.
Once again, Jesus is identifying with God, and the Pharisees
are challenging this claim:
“If ye had known me, ye
should have known my Father
also.”
Jesus tells them:
“Ye are from beneath; I am
from above: ye are of this
world; I am not of this world.”
This is not well received by the
Pharisees, who grow even angrier
43

The Pharisees question Jesus

when Jesus declares that anyone
who believes in him will live
eternally:
“Art thou greater than our
father Abraham, which is
dead?”
they challenge him. Jesus’ reply is
stunning:
“Abraham rejoiced to see my
day, and he was glad… Before
Abraham was, I AM.”
As we have seen, ‘I AM’ (έγώ
είμι) is an unmistakable refer-ence
to the voice of God in the burning
bush. And once again - in case we
have missed the reference - the
Pharisees come to our rescue:
“They took up stones to cast
at him.”
In John 10:22-39, a similar
exchange takes place. Jesus boldly
asserts:
“I and my Father are one.”
and once more, we read that:
“the Jews took up stones
again to stone him.”
They accuse Jesus of blasphemy,
saying:
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“Thou, being a man, makest
thyself God.”
In his defence, Jesus quotes a
phrase from Psalm 82:6:
“ye are gods.”
He reasons that if those who
merely received God’s Word by
revelation are called ‘gods’ in that
Psalm, how much more can that
title apply to the “Son of God” he:
“whom the Father has
sanctified and sent into the
world”?
Again, we know this is indeed
a claim to divinity because directly
afterwards:
“they sought again to take
[Jesus]: but he escaped out of
their hand.”
In John 14:1-11, Jesus makes a
series of audacious statements
about his divinity. First, he
commands us to believe in him in
the same way that we believe in
God:
“Ye believe in God, believe
also in me.”
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Then he says:
“If ye had known me, ye
should have known my Father
also.”
If this weren’t enough, he
claims that:
“He that hath seen me hath
seen the Father,”
And:
“I am in the Father, and the
Father is in me.”
Jesus couldn’t be clearer about
how he wanted to be under-stood.
In John 16:28, in another
discourse on his identity, Jesus
explains to his disciples that:
“I came forth from the
Father, and am come into the
world: again, I leave the world,
and go to the Father.”
In John 17:1-5, in Jesus’ prayer
to the Father, we read this
incredible statement:
“Thou [God] hast given him
[Jesus, referring to himself]
power over all flesh, that he
should give eternal life to as
many as thou hast given him.”

“Jesus of Nazareth.”
Jesus’ responds with those
now-familiar words:
“I AM he.” (έγώ είμι).
So that the force of Jesus’ answer
is not lost on us, John tells us that:
“As soon then as [Jesus] had
said unto them, I am he, they
went backward, and fell to the
ground.”
‘I AM’ (έγώ είμι) stands as a
marker in John’s gospel, pointing
us continually to the identity of
Jesus. In fact, many commentators suggest that the gospel of
John is structured around seven
discourses, seven miracles, and
seven ‘I AM’ statements, all of
which speak to Jesus’ divine
attributes and identity:
 “I am the bread of life: he that

cometh to me shall never
hunger; and he that believeth
on me shall never thirst.” John
6:35
 “I am the light of the world: he

that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall
have the light of life.” John 8:12

Giving eternal life is surely a
role only God could perform unless, of course, Jesus is God.

 “I am the door: by me if any

Several verses on, Jesus prays:
“O Father, glorify thou me
with thine own self with the
glory which I had with thee
before the world was.”

 “I am the good shepherd: the

In all of Scripture, Jesus alone
claims to have existed long before
his own birth, before the creation
of the world - and claims to share
the glory of the Father. How else
can these verses be understood?
In John 18:1-6, we have still
more evidence of Jesus’ identity.
Judas brings a band of officers to
arrest Jesus, and Jesus asks them
who they are seeking. They
answer him:

Jesus speaking to a crowd

man enter in, he shall be saved,
and shall go in and out, and
find pasture.” John 10:9
good shepherd giveth his life
for the sheep.” John 10:11
 “I am the resurrection, and the

life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall
he live.” John 11:25
 “I am the way, the truth, and

the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me.” John
14:6
 “I am the true vine, and my

Father is the husbandman.”
John 15:1
Jesus, the good shepherd
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Tantalising Trivia

Consider two final lines of
evidence that Jesus understood
himself - and wanted others to
accept him as - part of a plural
Godhead.

Sharon Landers was a Church
secretary and she would answer the
phone with the words, “Jesus loves
you, Sharon speaking. How may I
help you?” One day she was a bit
distracted and when the phone rang
she picked it up and said, “Sharon
loves you, Jesus speaking. How
may I help you?” There was a
pause and then the caller said,
“Somehow I thought your voice
would be different.”

The first is that Jesus accepts
worship. Throughout Scripture,
men and angels reject worship,
and when King Herod fails to do
so, God strikes him down. But
Jesus is different: he happily
receives worship from people on
multiple occasions.
The second is more subtle, but
no less significant. In the Old
Testament, when people speak on
behalf of God, they are careful to
qualify their words with an
introduction such as:
“The word of the Lord came
to me…”
New Testament authors are
likewise diligent in pointing to
Scripture as their authority with
such phrases as:
“For it is written…”
Jesus, however, appeals to no
authority. How did he begin his
teachings?
“For I say unto you…”
This phrase appears 55 times in
the gospel of Matthew alone, and
the people listening to Jesus
recognise his authority and the
truth in his words.
As Matthew tells us at the end
of the Sermon on the Mount, the
people are astonished:
“For he taught them as one
having authority.” Matthew
7:28-29
And let us not forget Jesus’ mighty
declaration that:
“Heaven and earth shall
pass away: but my words shall
not pass away.” Mark 13:31
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Words of Wisdom

The Holy Trinity

Did Jesus claim to be God? He
couldn’t have been clearer about
this fact. [END]
-----------------Biography:
Out of high school Karl studied
architecture, lived on a remote island in
Indonesia for two life-changing years,
became a primary school teacher, and
since the start of 2014 has been the
Associate Pastor (Youth and Young
Adults) at Aldgate Baptist in the Adelaide
Hills, Australia.
Among the things he can’t get enough
of is hot summers, surfing adventures,
time in the outdoors, and communicating
the unchanging truths of Jesus with
people in a way that makes sense of life
and compels them to lifelong joyful
discipleship.
---------------------------Bibliography:
Mahlburg, Kurt, 31 May 2021, Cross and
Culture: Did Jesus Claim to be God?, available:
www.kurtmahlburg.blog/2021/05/ 31/did-jesusclaim-to-be-god/, accessed 04/08/21
Bible references are sourced from the King
James version (KJV) which is in the public
domain.

“Secularism, with its moral
relativism, is in direct opposition to
Christianity and its absolute morality.
The battle is between these two
worldviews - one that stands on
God's Word and one that accepts
man's opinions.” Ken Ham
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Ten Years with God
by Phylica
Masonheimer
www.phyliciamasonheimer.com

Ten years passed in a blink and
I almost missed it.
I didn’t realize it was a turning
of the page, a gentle leaning into a
new decade, until an Instagram
post stopped me mid-scroll. Ten
years.
In 2010, I was turning twenty
years old, just returned home from
residential college and a stint in
New Mexico, unsure what the
future held. I was particularly
annoyed at my lack of romantic
prospects. The ripe old age of
twenty was pressing heavy on my
mind.
I believed God was taking me
somewhere, but my twentieth year
seemed like a regression. I went
away; I came back. I had a
boyfriend; I had one no longer. I
didn’t even know what job to take
next, so I worked two, back in my
childhood bedroom like a baby
bird kerplunked back in its nest. It
was a new season, but it felt so
much like the old one.
It was mornings at one job and
evenings at the other.
It was letters to old friends and
awkward attempts at making new
ones.
It was tiny raises and job
transitions, wearing scrubs instead
of heels and sorting medical files
in the office basement.
It was phone call interviews on
my lunch break.
It was the catch-and-release of
an almost romance.
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And then it was over. A little
less than two years later, I moved
away again. The season ended,
with all of the hard and good it
held, over before I had fully
embraced it.
That’s how seasons tend to go.
We fight them for so long, wishing
they were different, thinking it
will be better when they’re over then they are. We stand there
between what was and what is
about to be, unsure how to make
the most of waning things. There’s
a frantic urgency to fully live now
that the end is in sight. But what if
we did it in the middle?
Ten years with God has taught
me that the middle is what He’s
most interested in. I am sure He
loves the mountaintop moments,
but we are formed in the valleys.
We are formed in the dirt, made
from dust and getting rather dusty
in the making. I think there’s
significance in the richness of
valley soil, too, because fields
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

don’t grow on mountaintops.
Harvests aren’t taken from rocks
and crags.
No, it’s in the valleys we are
planted and grown and harvested.
It’s in the middle seasons of
commute, long winters, singleness, on-call hours, and schoolwork that God does His shaping
work. In the seasons that feel old
and rote, the jobs that are
uninspiring, the singleness that
seems perpetual, God invites us to
stop waiting around for the
ending and start living from the
middle.
Those two years of “not my
plan” tumbled into everything for
which I’d hoped. I met a man. We
married. I finished my degree. We
made a home, I became a writer,
we had two beautiful babies, we
moved to a farm in Michigan, but
those were the mountaintop
moments. Those were the grace
everyone else could see, the
monuments built on months of
46

,

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
Ten Years with God; & Thrifty Tips: Christmas Holidays Driving You Mental?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Biography:
Phylicia teaches women how to live as
overcomers in Christ! In singleness or
marriage, work or home, we don't have to
live in defeat.
Join her in learning how to apply
God's Word and preach the gospel with
your life! You can find her blog at:
www.phyliciamasonheimer.com/
--------------------Bibliography:
Delta Masonheimer, Phylicia, 6 January
2020, Phylicia Mashonheimer: Ten Years with
God; available: https://phyliciamasonheimer.
com/ten-years-with-god/, accessed 25/01/19
[NIV] New International Version, copyright
© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica

slowly trusting, days of ‘long
obedience’ with no particular end
in sight.
Ten years with God took me
from a light and momentary
existence to considering hardship
a “light momentary affliction” (2
Corinthians 4:17).
Loss of friends, jobs, money,
and health were as much a part of
my ten years with God as were
His blessings, and in both I have
learned that strong faith lives from
the middle.
The more I know Christ, the
more I understand deliverance;
the more I understand that the
presence of the Deliverer is
sufficient while we wait.
Ten years with God took me
from wondering if He was good
because I didn’t have what I
wanted… to knowing He is good
whether I get what I want or not.
In 2010, at the end of a prayer
journal, I wrote:
Everyone
lives
for
something… I’ve been living
for my dreams, plans, and
47

pursuits. But no more. I place
You on the throne of my life…
You are the guide of my
journey… that which I do not
have, I do not seek… my heart
is lost to You.
I asked for what I didn’t
understand. I committed to what I
couldn’t handle. The grace of God
carries us forward in that kind of
weakness, and how grateful we
should be for it!
I didn’t know what ten years
would hold, or how hard-won
those sweet blessings would be,
but I have seen the goodness of
God in the land of the living
(Psalm 27:13).
I have seen the goodness of
God in middle places, in the
valleys and the dirtiness of an
average day.
I can say, after ten more years
with God, “How abundant are the
good things that you have stored
up for those who fear you, that
you bestow in the sight of all, on
those who take refuge in you.”
(Psalm 31:19) [END]

Christmas
Holidays
Driving You
Mental?
If you have children, how do
you retain your sanity over the
Christmas school holidays? Why
not entertain them with free dvds?
Besides the free books available
to read, many local libraries also
offer dvds. While the movies may
be older, there are so many terrific
ones to revisit or watch for the first
time, e.g., Alfred Hitchcock’s “The
Birds.” Consider sharing the
favourite movies you loved when
you were young.
Another option is to ask your
local library if there are story
reading sessions being held over
the break. While the little ones are
being entertained, you can find a
quiet corner and catch up on some
reading.
A nearby hardware store may be
providing some craft making for
kids, for free or at a very low cost.
These may be enough to allow
you to stay sane, at least for a little
while longer. [END]
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Gospel Insights from a Successful Venture Capitalist
by Erik Cooper
Stone Table
If you could ask a successful
leader one question, what would it
be?
I found myself with that
opportunity,
riding
in
the
passenger seat of a car next to a
highly renowned businessman.
Just the two of us, and 25 minutes
of highway between us and our
destination.
You wouldn’t know his name.
You wouldn’t recognize his face. If
he passed you on the street, there’s
no real reason he’d ever catch
your attention. But he’s a venture
capitalist - a real life Shark Tank and he’s made more money (and
given more away) than anyone
I’ve ever hung out with.
He’s also a Christian.
And while his gifts in business
have brought the dreams of
countless upstart entrepreneurs to
life, his generosity has brought life
and hope to countless numbers of
people across this globe.
I was fascinated, and outside of
a few crazy morning drivers, I had
his undivided attention.
Digging Deeper
“Obviously, you’re skilled at
what you do,” I brilliantly noted.
“But lots of people are good
businessmen. What’s your edge?
What makes you special? What’s
your ‘secret sauce?’”
He paused, took a deep breath,
and let the awkward silence hang
in the air just long enough to make
me uncomfortable. I fought the
urge to fill the void.
Finally, he began:
48

“A number of years ago, my
wife and I were watching one of
those old, cheesy Bible movies. It
was at the point in the Old
Testament where God asked
Moses to lead his people out of
Egypt.
I watched as the actor playing
Moses argued with God, as he
wrestled and toiled in the tension
of what God was asking him to
do. And as I watched Moses pray
and beg God for help, something
hit me:
Moses didn’t know the end of
the story. He had no idea what
was about to happen!
Revelation
We read the narrative knowing
the outcome - the plagues, the
people, the leaving, the chase, the
Red Sea’s miraculous parting, the
provision of daily food in the
desert - we know how it all turns
out! Moses did not. All he had was
that God had spoken and his trust
that God would lead.
I decided that was a pretty
good way to run my business.
I start each day by asking God
to speak, and then I trust He will
empower me to go wherever He
leads. If I have any kind of secret, I
guess that’s what it is.”
That’s some simple, solid
advice. I wonder how all of our
journeys might change if we
committed to do the same?
“Moses answered God, ‘but
why me? What makes you think
that I could ever go to Pharaoh
and lead the children of Israel out
of Egypt?”
“I’ll be with you,” God said.
[END]
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Biography:
After starting his career in the business
world, Erik spent 12 years in full-time
ministry, both on staff at a large suburban
church and as a church planter in a
downtown urban context.
In addition to his role at The Stone
Table, he also serves as the Vice President
of Community Reinvestment Foundation,
a non-profit real estate company that
provides high-quality affordable housing
all over Indiana while investing its profits
into missions through The Stone Table.
-----------------Bibliography:
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available:
www.the
stonetable.org/gospel-insights-from-a-venturecapitalist/, accessed 30/03/18.

Words of Wisdom
"Moses
spent
forty
years
thinking he was somebody; forty
years learning he was nobody; and
forty years discovering what God
can do with a nobody."
Dwight L. Moody
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How to Lead - Part 2: Three Questions to Ask
by Sharma Taylor
SPAG Journalist
In the previous issue of SPAG
Magazine I shared some key
lessons on leadership. In this
article, I’d like to outline some
additional principles which I
believe will provide food for
thought for a Christian leader
looking to improve how they lead.



The first question to ask is:
1. Would you want you on your
team?
Leaders are part of teams. They
don’t exist in isolation. Even if you
are the CEO, you have an
executive team and probably have
a Board of Directors that you
report to. If you’re the Board
Chairperson, you have your fellow
Board members and you are
accountable to the shareholders.
If you look at yourself
dispassionately and objectively, do
you have the traits of somebody
whom you’d be happy to lead?
For example:
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Do you support the team and
go above and beyond the call
of duty to get things done? Do
you have a service-oriented
mindset? Is your default
setting “How can I help or add
value?”
Do you have a positive and
respective attitude; believe the
best in others and forgive
faults easily? Colossians 3:13
says:
“Make allowance for each
other’s faults, and forgive











anyone who offends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave
you, so you must forgive
others.” [NLT]
Can you be trusted? Are you a
person of integrity? Is your
“yes” yes and “no” no? If you
change your mind, do you
communicate this as quickly as
possible?
Do you own up to mistakes,
apologize and try to fix them?
Do you treat people fairly
and with transparency?
Do you keep confidences?
Do you work on constantly
improving your technical and
soft skills?
Do you empower and speak
life into others? Do you view
them through the lens of love
and compassion?
We are to:
“…clothe yourselves with
love, which binds us all
together
in
perfect
harmony.”
Colossians 3:14 [NLT]
When
you’re
angry
or
frustrated, are you still kind
with your words?
Do you speak in such a way
that people love to listen to
you?
Do you listen in such a way
that make people love to speak
with you?
Are you thankful for each
member of the team and
express gratitude often?
Do you submit to authority?
A former boss, who had a
military background, used to
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say that a good leader knows
how to follow instructions.
There is always a chain of
command. Understanding the
discipline of submission is an
important quality for a leader
to have.
The above list of questions,
while not exhaustive, can help
prompt some deep introspection
and highlight areas that require us
to realign ourselves to being the
kind of leader people will gladly
follow.
2. Are you viewed as a God-send
by your team? Are you working on a God-constructed
legacy?
Two Chronicles chapter 2
recounts a story about King
Solomon who was making
preparation for building a temple
for God. Solomon sent word to
King Huram of Tyre about his
plans and requested skilled
artisans and timber. King Huram
replied:
“Because the Lord loves his
people he has made you king
over them… Blessed be the
Lord God of Israel, who made
heaven and earth, who has
given King David a wise son,
endowed with discretion and
understanding, who will build
a temple for the Lord, and a
royal palace for himself.”
(verses 11-12) [NLT]
As leaders, our teams should
feel blessed by our presence. The
way in which we lead should feel
like a conduit for God’s love,
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mercy and grace to them.
How have their lives changed
positively because of you? This
doesn’t necessarily mean a higher
salary or position, but can take
myriad forms:
- have they gotten greater
opportunities for training;
- more or better resources to do
their job;
- exposure to different areas of
the business;
- a greater sense of self-belief and
confidence, empowerment;
- received
mentoring
or
coaching;
- feel a deeper connection to the
company and clients or have a
higher vision of themselves?
- do they feel listened to, heard,
and understood?
Reflect on your interactions
with the members of your team.
As was mentioned about Solomon:
is your wisdom, discretion
and understanding evident?
3. Are you a finisher?
The passage from 2 Chronicles
chapter 2 speaks to the beginning
of the building project. King
Solomon did complete the temple:
“Thus Solomon finished the
house of the Lord and the
king’s house; all that Solomon
had planned to do in the house

of the Lord and in his own
house he successfully accomplished.” 2 Chronicles 7:11 [NLT]
A leader must be able to deliver
results, even if those results are
achieved through other people.
You must see every initiative
through to its completion.
What is your vision for yourself
and your team? What are your
plans to execute?
Your work is a temple for God.
People will see your good work
and glorify your Father in Heaven:
“No one lights a lamp and
then puts it under a basket.
Instead, a lamp is placed on a
stand, where it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the
same way, let your good deeds
shine out for all to see, so that
everyone will praise your
heavenly Father.”
Matthew 5:15-16 [NLT]
Devote your plans to God and
take daily, consistent action to get
it done. Your presence and impact
will be felt long after you are gone.
[END]
----------------Bibliography:
[NLT] New Living Translation Holy Bible,
New Living Translation, copyright © 1996,
2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used
by permission of Tyndale House Publishers,
Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights
reserved.

Words of Wisdom
“I believe evolution is a
dangerous theory for seven reasons.
... It's based on nothing but lies; and
Satan is the father of lies. The
Evolution theory removes all
morality and all ways to discover
how to have morality. It is the
foundation for humanism, racism,
Nazism, communism, and the New
World Order.” Kent Hovind

Tantalising Trivia
In 1939 King George VI and his
wife Queen Elizabeth visited Canada.
When they reached Winnipeg, the
royals were greeted by the mayor of
Winnipeg and his wife, Mr and Mrs
Queen, and also by the Canadian
Prime Minister, MacKenzie King.
The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation announcer had a challenging
time trying to describe the event. His
speech went something like this:
“Here comes the royal family now.
The automobile has now stopped, a
member of the RCMP is opening the
car door – oh, there’s the King – he’s
stepping out, followed by Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, natilly
attired in a silver coat.”
“Mr King is now shaking hands
with the King and introducing Mr
Queen to the King and Queen and
then Mrs Queen to the Queen and
King.”
“They are now proceeding up the
steps to the well-decorated City Hall,
the King and Mr King together, with
the Queen being escorted by Mr
Queen. The King has now stopped
and said something to Mrs Queen and
goes to Mrs Queen and the Queen,
and Mr King and the Queen laughed
jovially. The King leaves Mr King
and goes to Mrs Queen and the
Queen and Mr King follow behind…”
Phew! Perhaps the announcer
should have received an OBE for
getting through that!
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The Struggle of Christians in Afghanistan
Christians Face Employment
Discrimination
(Source: International Christian
Concern, NPR)

Last year, a terrible drought
stunted agricultural output in
Afghanistan. This year, the US
abruptly withdrew from the
nation, and global aid was cut as
the Taliban took control of the
region.

Department of Justice, Christians,
Hindus, Baha’is, and Sheiks face
societal discrimination and harassment for belonging to a religion
other than Sunni Islam.
Islam is the official religion of
Afghanistan, and those who
convert to another religion are
considered apostates - a crime
punishable by imprisonment or
death.

Since August, there has been a
run on the banks, businesses have
shut down, and there is widespread hunger. Afghan farmers
are beginning to abandon their
fields.

The Taliban subscribes to a
strict view of Sunni Islam from the
Pashtun
school
of
Islamic
theology. Their beliefs also restrict
the rights of women and freedom
of the press.

Compounding these issues,
humanitarian relief has been slow
to resume in the months since the
US withdrawal.

Before the US left Afghanistan,
it was estimated that there were
between 8,000-12,000 Christians in
the country. Current numbers are
difficult to obtain because Afghan
Christians must worship in secret,
often meeting in homes.

As 23 million Afghans face
starvation and a lack of basic
means, Christians and religious
minorities are facing employment
discrimination. Employment for
Christians was scarce before the
Taliban
gained control but
opportunities are even rarer under
the current Taliban regime.
In addition, according to the US

Prayer:
 Ask the Lord to intervene to
protect, strengthen and provide
for the people of Afghanistan.
Pray Christians will make the
most of opportunities to show
care and love to others.

 Pray that believers will be able
to meet to support one another
during this dark time.
 Ask God to give wisdom to
leaders of the international
community to know how best
to respond to this desperate
situation.
Extreme Difficulties for
Christians
(Source: International Christian
Concern)

The United States Commission
on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) conveyed on their
latest
factsheet
the
“dire
consequences [for Christians],
including death, if discovered by
the Taliban.”
The factsheet comes at a time
when numerous reports and
international voices are raising
severe concern over the Taliban’s
treatment of religious minority
communities since the chaotic
pull-out of US troops in August.
For decades, Afghan Christians
have lived in fear for their lives as
the overwhelming majority of the
community, numbering 8,000 to
12,000 believers, are converts from
Islam making them subject to
Shariah’s most deadly penalties as
interpreted by the Taliban.
At the beginning of the
withdrawal and Taliban takeover,
reports surfaced of numerous
Christians receiving phone calls
and threatening messages from
people thought to be Taliban
members.
“Christians
have
received
threatening phone calls, while one
leader of a house church network
received a letter on 12 August
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from Taliban militants threatening
him and his family. Some
Christians have turned their
phones off and moved to
undisclosed locations,” said the
Commission.
The church operates as a loose
network of house churches
throughout the country in nearcomplete secrecy due to their
decision to leave Islam and follow
Jesus.
The USCIRF factsheet concluded, “While religious freedom
conditions in the country were
poor under the previous government, these conditions have
already worsened and have
become dire under the Taliban
and are likely to continue to
deteriorate.”
Prayer:
 Earnestly pray for our brothers
and sisters in Afghanistan; that
the Lord would shield them
from harm.
 Ask God to frustrate the plans
of the Taliban. Pray too that He
would reveal Himself to many
Taliban members.
 Pray for opportunities for the
church to meet to encourage
one another. [END]
-------------------

Bush Stone-curlew (Burhinus grallarius)
by Vicki Nunn
The bush stone-curlew is a large,
slender Australian bird, also known
as the bush thick-knee. While this
ground-dwelling bird’s range has
reduced in the last 200 years, mostly
due to the introduction of the fox, it
can still be found in abundant
numbers in northern remote regions
of the country, including tropical
and sub-tropical areas, but are much
rarer in southern states. A small
breeding group has also been found
in New Guinea.
Preferring woodlands and open
plains, they stalk insects and other
invertebrates at night, relying on
their grey-brown, dark-streaked
plumage to camouflage them, particularly during the day. Males and
females are very similar in
colouring, while the young have
paler plumage. There are no other
birds that look quite like them in
Australia.
A pair of bush stone-curlews will
nest on the bare ground in a shady
place or next to a branch, with both
parents caring for 1 or 2 eggs. On
the ground, they are fast and agile
birds.
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Spiders, crustaceans, snakes,
lizards, and molluscs make up the
remainder of their diet, as well as
small
mammals.
They
may
occasionally eat seeds and tubers,
especially during times of drought.
While it lives and feeds on the
ground, the bush stone-curlew will
fly when attacked only if absolutely
necessary, preferring to freeze and
remain motionless, or crouch and
stealthily step into vegetation in the
hopes of avoiding capture. They
have been spotted frozen in rather
awkward looking poses, and while
this habit usually makes them
invisible to predatory birds in the
air, goannas, dingoes and foxes will
more easily find them through scent
alone.
They’ve been known to raise up
their wings in a threatening posture,
emitting a strident hissing sound,
presumably when they have young.
The bush stone-curlew is known
for its plaintive call, and sometimes,
several will join together in chorus
at night. It increases its calls when
there is a change in the weather,
particularly if there is rain
approaching.
Links to some videos:
link 1; link 2; link 3; link 4
----------------------------Bibliography:
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A Message of Hope
by John Birch
Faith and Worship.com

“Accept one another, then, just
as Christ accepted you, in order to
bring praise to God.” Romans 15:7
[NIV]

This is Paul's heartfelt prayer
for a people he felt deep love for,
and it is also a message of
encouragement and hope which
was not only relevant then but is
just as relevant today.
Paul starts by pleading with the
congregation, don't consider yourselves any better than those
Gentiles who have come to the
faith. You might be Jews and yes,
Jesus came to earth as a Jew living
and ministering among Jews, but
there were reasons for this that
stretched way back to Abraham
and the early Patriarchs. God's
promises had to be fulfilled.
God's promises were not just to
the Jews, and to back up his
argument Paul uses verses from
the Jewish Scriptures - the
Septuagint, the Greek version of
the Old Testament - where there
are definite references to God's
future acceptance of the Gentiles
into His family:
“For this, I will praise you
among the Gentiles; I will sing
praises to your name.”
And in another place it is
written, “Rejoice with his
people, you Gentiles.”
And yet again, “Praise the
Lord, all you Gentiles. Praise
him, all you people of the
earth.”
And in another place Isaiah
said, “The heir to David’s
throne will come, and he will
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rule over the Gentiles. They
will place their hope on him.”
Romans 15:9-12 [NLT]

A Spirit of Unity is What is
Needed.

In our Church today, beset by
denominational differences and
barriers
to
unity,
where
congregations and buildings are
slowly crumbling, Paul's message
comes as a timely reminder.
Within any town, and this is
particularly true in Wales where
the number of places of worship
are almost double that of the rest
of the UK because of language
issues, there are congregations
who hardly ever meet.

Paul pleads with his congregation in Rome to accept the
basic premise that in God's eyes
there is neither Jew nor Gentile
but one people loved by God and
accepted by God as equals.

We are all part of the same
Church, we all worship the same
God, we all read the same Bible,
all the main denominations would
hopefully
acknowledge
Jesus
Christ as Saviour. Yet differences,

On the subject of unity, it's as
simple as this, says Paul. Christ
Jesus came into the world to save
all men, and that 'all' includes not
only you but also those others that
you might frown at and think
slightly less worthy of that saving
grace.
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often lost in the mists of time keep
us apart.
What does Paul say to us?
" Therefore, accept each
other just as Christ has
accepted you,”
Why should we welcome
and accept them?
"... so that God will be given
glory." Romans 15:7 [NLT]
not just so we can get to know
them a bit better but 'for the glory
of God'
As we leave Christmas, and
travel forward into a new year at a
speed that seems frightening, Paul
brings us down to earth with a
timely reminder of what it's all
about.
Christ came into this world for
a purpose, it was not on a whim
that God decided that he would
do this. There was a very real
purpose, and that was to bring
mankind back into a relationship
with its creator, back into God's
family just as the prodigal son was
welcomed back into his father's
house.
Jesus did not just come to bring
salvation to the Jews, although he
came as a Jew and lived among
Jews. It is clear from Jesus' own
words, and Paul shows the
Scriptural basis for believing this
that Jesus came that all might
know the saving grace of God.
That's the message at the heart
of our faith. God came to earth,
taking the form of a human being
to bring hope to a world that had
lost its way, lost the plot.
Paul goes on in this passage to
sum up his hopes for the
congregation in Rome:
"I pray that God, the source
of hope, will fill you completely
with joy and peace because you
trust in him. Then you will
54

overflow with confident hope
through the power of the Holy
Spirit." Romans 15:13 [NLT
What a prayer to offer up for
loved ones, and what a prayer for
us to read and say aloud for
ourselves!
The world needs hope at this
moment. Since the 9/11 atrocity,
hope has become a somewhat rare
commodity to be replaced by
unease and fear. A programme on
the Brooklyn Bridge showed
people who were refusing to walk
over it for fear of a bomb attack.
The rest of the world waits with
unease as the United States
decides how far they are willing to
go in their quest to destroy
terrorist organisations. There is
continuing tension within the
Middle East.

on the faces of many there was
despair, perhaps even some ready
to give up the struggle. Winston
Churchill looked around and said
'Gentlemen, I find it rather
inspiring'
There is something within the
Christian message that can echo
Paul's word of hope even within
the darkest of days. God is there,
above all that mankind can do to
spoil creation, and there is no
situation that can be counted as
hopeless while there is the grace of
Jesus and the peace and power of
God present in the world.

Closer to home we continue to
see pictures on our TV screens of
children who have suffered at the
hands of adults, and old folk
mugged for small amounts of
money. Drugs continue to fuel the
shoplifting figures and car crime
statistics. A recent police strike
against the drug dealers in one of
our towns led to a drop of up to
50% in related crime on property
and shoplifting.

There is more to Christian faith
than hope for now or the
immediate future. Our hope rests
in the Kingdom of God and the
promise of an eternity spent in the
presence of God. Our hope is in
the now and the hereafter. In the
now because the Kingdom of God
is wherever God is allowed to
reign, and if that is in your heart
then you are living in the
Kingdom. It looks to the hereafter
because that is the promise of the
New Testament 'He who believes
HAS eternal life'

This is the world in which we
live. It is difficult sometimes to see
within it the hope and peace and
joy that Paul wished upon his
listeners, but that is the challenge
that faces us as Christians.

Our hope lies in the victory of
Jesus on the cross and his
resurrection. It grows as we start
to trust God's promises and act
upon them, and then adds two
other benefits, peace and joy

It's told that there was a cabinet
meeting in the darkest days of the
last war, just after France had
capitulated. Winston Churchill
outlined the situation in the
starkest colours. Britain stood
alone.

The NIV translation of verse 13
says:
"May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him"

There was a silence when he
finished speaking, and no doubt
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

This hope is a dynamic thing,
as indeed is faith itself - it grows
as we grow. The Scriptures talk of
us starting off as children in the
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faith and then growing as we
begin to be fed on spiritual food.
And it is the maturity that comes
with this growth that can help us
to face those important moments
in our lives when doubts and fears
creep in.
Paul wishes his readers, But
what do we mean by 'joy'? Is it
that brief moment of present
giving and receiving, or the
welcoming of friends and relatives
into our homes for the Christmas
period? Or is it more than these?
In the world 'joy' seems
inextricably joined with 'longing'.
We long for something for ages,
we get it and there is a pause in
our longing as we enjoy the
moment of possession. But it's
often only a moment and then the
longing comes back, directed
towards something else, and we're
caught in this endless cycle of
emotional ups and downs.
Can you relate to this? There
seem to be so many people out
there who are caught up in this.
You see them constantly flicking
through the pages of catalogues,
wondering whether to they ought
to be replacing the washing
machine they bought 2 or 3 years
ago because it hasn't got the latest
add-ons. Or wandering round car
showrooms because the stereo in
their present one isn't working as
well as it might.
Christian joy, based as Paul
says on a God of hope, is not
dependent
on
things
or
possessions. Our joy comes from
the knowledge and certainty of
God's presence in our lives, and
the certain knowledge that
nothing - no September 11th, or
illness or personal problems can
separate us from the love of God.
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It is this Good News, of God's
eternal love for all mankind, this
joy,
that
Paul
wants
the
congregation to extend to all
believers, whether Jew or Gentile,
whether
Methodist,
Baptist,
Presbyterian, Anglican, Catholic
or whatever.
Mankind Erected the Barriers;
Christ Died to Break Them Down
Paul not only wishes his
listeners joy. He also wishes them
peace. There seem to be two
barriers to mankind knowing this
peace that Paul talks about. One is
the tension that pervades our
lives. Newspaper stories of
atrocities, editorials telling us how
badly off we are compared to
other countries even when we feel
perfectly comfortable, scare stories
about health issues and all the
other means that editors have at
their disposal to up the sales of
their paper. We worry, it's
inevitable, and these worries mean
that there is a tension in our lives
which distances us from God's
peace - that serenity, that inner
strength that can combat the
knocks that we get day by day.
The other reason that we
struggle to find peace is that there
is an inner tension, and that is
more to do with where we are
spiritually in our walk with God.
If we have committed ourselves
fully to Him, if we have emptied
ourselves of self and opened
ourselves to be filled with His
Spirit then there is no room for
this tension in our lives. We
probably all know of people who
seem to have this quality, an inner
peace and tranquillity. But this is
something that should be the
experience of us all, because the
power to achieve this inner peace
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is available through the power of
God's Spirit living in us.
"So I pray that God, who
gives you hope, will keep you
happy and full of peace as you
believe in him. May you
overflow with hope through
the power of the Holy Spirit."
Within this passage from Paul's
letter to the Church in Rome we
have a very real message for
today. It comes with a heartfelt
prayer of hope, peace and joy for
all of mankind. It also comes with
the hope for unity among
believers, not just so that they
might get along better together,
but so that God's name might be
glorified through this unity. [END]
-----------------Biography:
Based in South Wales, U.K., John Birch
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Inspirational People: Seven Things
You Should Know about Dorothea Dix
by Sharma Taylor
SPAG Journalist

The original title of this
article was going to be “Seven
things you probably don’t
know about Dorothea Dix,” but
then it occurred to me that
many Christians may not have
heard about her - I certainly
hadn’t. A few months ago the
founder and editor of SPAG,
Vicki Nunn suggested I write
an article about her, and after
my research, I wondered how I
had been a Christian for 20
years and never heard of her.

2. Activist for Social Welfare
Her passion for persons who
were sick could have been
influenced by her mother who
suffered from poor health.
Dorothea also struggled with
her own health issues, suffering
deep depressive episodes. She
experienced a major breakdown in 1836, and travelled to
England in hopes of finding a
cure.

1. Women Were Second Class
Citizens

While
there,
she
was
exposed
to
people
who
believed
the
Government
should bear direct responsibility for social welfare and
they introduced her to the
reform movement for care of
the mentally ill in Great Britain.
These experiences catapulted
her into her life’s work and
mission.

Dorothea was born in Maine
in the United States in 1802. She
was born long before American
women received the right to
vote (which came over a
century later in 1920).

Instead of wallowing in her
own problems and challenges,
Dorothea had an outwardlooking perspective, helping a
marginalized group in society,
i.e. the poor and mentally ill.

She grew up in a time when
the law didn’t treat women the
same way as men, and yet
despite being a ’second class
citizen’ by virtue of her gender,
Dorothea did not let that
diminish the power of her
voice. She believed that she
could make a difference and
was determined to see changes
occur in her generation.

In writing once about the
appalling conditions and abuse
of patients that she’d seen, she
said they were:

Dorothea Dix was a remarkable Christian woman of strong
faith who accomplished many
things in her lifetime, and left a
legacy that remains today.
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“…in cages, stalls, pens!
Chained, naked, beaten with
rods, and lashed into
obedience.”
At the time there was a
marked difference between
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public facilities for the poor and
how private hospitals dealt
with their rich patients.
She became a zealous activist
on behalf of the impoverished
mentally ill, documenting the
inhumane conditions she saw
time and time again in
hospitals, poorhouses and jails,
and made reports to the state
legislatures.
She was relentless, continuously lobbying for reform,
and this eventually led to the
creation of the first generation
of modern mental asylums in
America.
3. Free to Do Her Work
Dorothea obtained financial
resources after the death of her
grandmother who left her a
sizable estate which allowed
her to live comfortably for the
remainder of her life. In those
days, women still depended on
marriage as a means of
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financial stability. A good
marriage to a man with means
made the difference between an
easy life and a hard one.
As
a
result
of
her
inheritance, Dorothea didn’t
have to marry, and could have
opted to use that money to
pursue material comforts, but
instead used these resources
along with her talents as a
writer, speaker, and teacher, to
engage the American Congress
and state governments on the
important issue of mental
health. Her focus was on
making a positive impact for
others.
4. Service in the Civil War
During the American Civil
War, she served as a Superintendent of Army Nurses and
was later recognised for her
humanitarian
service.
She
ensured her nurses offered
stellar care to both the Union
and Confederate wounded
soldiers. Even in the midst of a
war zone, she demonstrated the
lesson that we must treat all
with love.
5. Impact on Other Countries
She undertook investigative
and reform work in the realm
of mental health in Scotland,
the Channel Islands, Rome and
Japan. Dorothea ultimately
founded thirty-two hospitals,
and influenced the creation of
two others in Japan. Her reach
was extensive.
6. A Purpose-filled Full Life
When she died in 1887 at age
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85, she had lived a full life. The
average life expectancy at the
time was about 45. God blessed
her so that her lifespan was
almost double that of the
average person, and she
maximized the time she was
given.
Dorothea
made
a
tremendous difference to her
society and that of other
countries, and particularly in
the lives of the impoverished
mentally ill.
She is one of many
Christians that we rarely hear
about today. (To learn more
about Dorothea, you may like
to start at Wikipedia on this
link.)
7. Single People can Make a
Difference
Dorothea
remained
unmarried all of her life and is an
example of how a single person
can make their life count for
God by making a difference in
their country and perhaps
elsewhere, and in the lives of
those in need.
Conclusion
As secular influences in
society frown upon and
attempt to throw away or
ignore our Christian foundations, we hear less and less of
these pioneers, if at all. Let us
spread the word about their
achievements.
We too can leave a legacy one that outlasts us and
continues to change lives, even
after our names are long
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American civil war field hospital

Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital,
Harrisburg Hospital, USA

forgotten.
Just like Dorothea Dix, our
focus should be on how God
can use us, our skills, resources,
and passions.
It’s in our nature for us to
want to feel recognised for our
work and achievements. If
those proud thoughts arise, we
can remind ourselves that this
is God’s work, and these are the
talents, resources and passions
He has given us, to fulfil His
purposes. Trust that one day as
you stand before Him in
Heaven, God will look upon
you with pleasure and say,
“Well done, good and faithful
servant.” [END]
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Rule of Life:
The Silence that Speaks
by Andrew Brandon

PART 1:
The Silence
One of the most immediately
notable features of lock-down is
the silence. We have always lived
with the incessant roar of traffic,
the distant hum of aeroplane
engines and a cacophony of
human voices.
Suddenly Silence!
I’ve found the Silence therapeutic. I hadn’t realised how
‘Silence Deprived’ I was until
Covid-19 stilled the world. On my
early morning prayer walks across
the Chiltern hills, UK, the Silence
was so deep and resonant, I could
hear the wind scything through
the grass, the rustle of leaves, the
scrabbling of a fox in a thicket, and
the glorious song of birds
serenading the dawn. If I listened
carefully, I could identify their
individual songs, a signature of
soaring, trilling notes that seemed
to hang in the air for seconds.
How can anything so lovely be
lost?
A Red Kite swooped low. I
listened and heard the gentle
swooshing of its wings and
admired its wild majesty. It
carried in its flight the memory of
a Scripture:
“Those who wait on the
Lord…will soar on wings like an
eagle.”
The Silence filled with the
Presence of the Holy:
“The Lord is in His holy
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temple; let all the earth keep silent
before him.”

fears and anxieties to control our
minds?

I embraced the Silence like a
friend. In this time of Coronavirus,
Silence may not be a friend but an
enemy. Lock-down and social
distancing have imposed Silence
on us. All those things that distract
us from Silence are suspended.

Welcoming Silence

Silence is God’s gift to us, but if
it’s not welcomed and used
positively, it can become an empty
space haunted by fears and
anxieties.
It is here that Covid-19 stalks its
prey. We may never catch the
virus, but the virus catches us and
slowly oozes into our thoughts
and dreams. No lock down can
stop the infiltration of fear. We all
carry that virus inside us. So how
can we wrest Silence from the
innate tendency in all of us to
ruminate negatively and allow our
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Time for Silence should become
a rhythm in our lives and should
be written into our personal Rule.
One of the most famous and
evocative songs of the 20th
Century, ‘The Sounds of Silence’,
was penned by the Jewish
songwriter, Paul Simon. (Check it
out on YouTube, and you’ll find
countless covers by contemporary
artists.) Great songs last forever.
The lyrics and haunting melody
resonate today: ‘Hello Silence, my
old friend, I’ve come to talk to you
again.’
The first thing that we must do
if we want to accept God’s gift of
silence, is to welcome and embrace
it as an ‘old friend’. Recognise that
it’s not an empty space haunted by
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devils, but alive and vibrant with
God’s presence.
In this Holy Silence we hear the
voice of the Eternal Word, the
Lord Jesus, and enter into deep
Fellowship with the Father
through the Holy Spirit who lives
within each of us.
Silence is beautiful when God
fills it. We enjoy everything in
Him and enjoy Him in everything.
Most of us regard Noise as
evidence of the enjoyment of God.
Certainly, when we’re filled with
the Spirit, there’s an urge to shout,
sing, dance, leap, weep, laugh and
cry out with joy, but that’s only
half the story.
We Charismatics and Pentecostals are usually good at ‘noise’
but are less enthusiastic about
silence, meditation, contemplation
and liturgy. Indeed, we may even
regard these as evidence of
religion and not the freedom of
grace: ‘Leave all that stuff to the
Catholics, Anglo-Catholics and the
Orthodox. God’s set us free from
that nonsense.’
This view is widespread and, in
my case, has had comical repercussions.
I used to co-lead a weekly
prayer meeting for Charismatic
church leaders. These prayer
gatherings were certainly noisy
affairs. We’d whack the devil with
100 decibel shouts of fury and
jump, leap and dance and perform
the Holy Ghost stump: a cross
between a Masai leaping war
dance and an inebriated foxtrot.
We were united but never
coordinated, if you know what I
mean. These practises were loud,
but our intercession was even
louder, driven heavenwards on a
tsunami of raw, passionate
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volume. The Lord heard and so
did most of the residents of North
London. Indeed, when a couple of
us decided to go on retreat at a
Benedictine priory, we prayed so
loudly we panicked the nuns. One
sister, visiting for a day or two
from a Silent Order, was so
terrified she ran out of the priory.
Okay, so you get the picture.
WE WERE LOUD. Silence wasn’t
our star quality.
Let’s get a few things straight. I
can shout with the loudest and
rumble with the devil at 100
decibels and, when the mood
takes me, can even perform the
inebriated Foxtrot with a few
Masai leaps thrown in for good
measure, but on this one occasion
I had a compulsion to listen and
be silent.
Sometimes the Lord seizes me
with silence, particularly if He has
something to say. Silence becomes
a palpable force. My brother and
sisters were in full voice around
me, booming out the decibels like
a heavy metal band. I was silent,
on lock down with Jesus for at
least forty-five minutes. Suddenly
I became the focus of their
attention:
“Brandon’s not his usual
voluble self. He must be battling
depression or some other malady
of the soul.”
Pastors are always happiest
when a little lamb is lost, limping
or distressed. It brings out their
nurturing instinct and makes them
feel useful. I lit up their morning
like a distress flare.
They raided the Charismatic
pharmacy and dosed me with
every antidote at their disposal:
deafen me with prayer, concuss
me with the whacking on of
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

hands, blast me with a babble of
tongues, pry me open with words
of knowledge, and set my tongue
wagging joyfully with prophetic
encouragements.
Their concern for me was
genuine: Mr. Loud has become
Mr. Silence. Conclusion? He must
be stuck in the miry pit and needs
our help to pull him out.
I stilled them with a shout:
“There’s nothing wrong with me. I
am listening to God but you’re
making it very difficult for me.”
Silence is the Key to Our Inner
World
I’ve
never
been
passive
aggressive. If you thrust out your
chin, I’ll bash it. Don’t get me
wrong. Making a ‘joyful noise to
the Lord’ is an authentic part of
worship. We need to be free and
uninhibited;
there’s
nothing
wrong with noise. Music festivals
are noisy; football matches are
noisy; parties are noisy; families
are noisy.
There’s no virtue whatsoever in
emotional
inhibition
and
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repression. The ‘English stiff
upper lip’ has no place in the
Psalms. Check them out! The
Psalmists are an emotional tour de
force. Every emotion, however
raw
and
atavistic,
is
acknowledged and expressed in
their songs and poetry. I find their
work cathartic.
My next point will probably
take you by surprise:
there can be no true silence
without noise.
That’s flummoxed you and
grabbed your attention. “Surely,
Andrew, you’re contradicting
yourself.”
No, I’m not! Emotion is a
natural and beautiful part of our
human experience. If we repress
feelings of hurt, rejection, pain, joy
and happiness, our inner life will
be in turmoil.
Silence is the key to our inner
world. It allows us to hear the
clamouring, discordant voices of
all those memories and feelings
that we hide in the bolted
basement of our lives. Silence can
be terrifying because it brings us
face to face with ourselves. No
journey can be more frightening,

or more liberating.

and clear out our clutter.

A Lutheran pastor visited Carl
Jung, the psychoanalyst, for
therapy. He was a workaholic,
regularly working for 14 hours a
day, and was finding it impossible
to relax.

Not all dangerous viruses are
infections of the body; afflictions
of the mind and spirit can be
equally
dangerous.
Silence
exposes our maladies, but it is
Jesus who heals and delivers us. If
we are truly at peace with
ourselves, Silence can be an
exquisite pleasure. If not, it can be
a torment.

On the first day of therapy,
Jung suggested that he should
listen to Mozart for relaxation, on
the second day, Chopin, and on
the third, spend a period of time in
his own company.
The pastor was aghast. He
cried,” I can’t think of any worse
company.”
Carl
Jung’s
reply
was
perceptive and challenging: “And
yet this is the self that you inflict
on the people for fourteen hours a
day.”
During the Coronavirus lockdown, God has gifted us with
silence and the luxury of time. Our
lives are often so hectic and
crammed with activity that we
never have time to clear the clutter
from the basement.
Lock-down protects us and
other people from Covid-19, but it
has also provided us with a
unique opportunity to delve deep

This topic is so important.
Silence not only drives us inward,
but
lifts
us
heavenwards.
A Silence filled with the presence
of the Lord can be a very deep and
beautiful expression of worship.
This silent worship is referred
to as ‘Contemplation’: the fixed,
adoring gaze of the soul on God:
“As for me, I shall behold
your face in righteousness;
when I awake, I shall be
satisfied with your likeness.”
Psalm 17:15 [ESV]
“One thing I asked of the
Lord, that will I seek after: To
live in the house of the Lord all
the days of my life, to gaze at
the beauty of the Lord, and to
enquire in his temple.” Psalm
27:4 [NET & NRSV]
Significantly, the Hebrew word
translated by the English word,
‘presence’, is PALIM. The word
means ‘face’. That’s the genius of
Hebrew revelation. God is not
portrayed in remote, abstract
terms, but in warm personal
language. He becomes immediately accessible.
We don’t need a Degree in
Philosophy to decode the God
enigma and make sense of Him.
We live each moment in the
warmth of the Father’s face. The
well-known benediction, ‘May his
countenance shine upon you’, is
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better rendered, ‘May his face
beam on you.’ As I speak to you,
the Lord’s face is beaming down
on you. He delights in you!
Silence allows us to reciprocate
God’s gaze and look adoringly at
His lovely and majestic face. The
Scriptures encourage us to gaze on
God and lose ourselves in the
glory of His face.
The experience is transformative:
‘And all of us, with unveiled
faces, seeing the glory of the
Lord as though reflected in a
mirror, are being transformed
into the same image from one
degree of glory to another; for
this come from the Lord, the
Spirit.”
2 Corinthians 3:18-20 [NRSV]
There’s nothing complicated
about contemplation.
A story is told of a French
peasant who, in eighteenth
century Paris, spent long periods
sitting in church apparently doing
nothing. When questioned about
his inactivity by a priest, he
responded:”I look at God; he looks
at me, and we are happy
together.”
Great and learned volumes
have been written on the subject of
contemplation, but the peasant
came shrewdly to the heart of the
matter. Silence draws the lover
towards God with the same
inevitability
that
a
salmon
migrates from the ocean to the
stream of its origin.
Contemplation
does
not
involve the suspension of mind
but the inclusion of all our
faculties in the admiration of God.
Orthodox scholar, Theophan,
describes the practice beautifully
in his aphorism:
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“To pray is to descend with
the mind into the heart, and
there to stand before the face of
the Lord, ever present, all
seeing, within you. We’re
almost at the end, so stay with
me. Silence is the pre-requisite
for attentiveness. The life of
prayer is not a monologue but a
dialogue. Like any loving
Father,
the
Lord
enjoys
conversing with his children.”
I often have a picture of our
heavenly Father surrounded by a
jostling, chattering hoard of
children. Any attempt the Father
makes to talk to them is silenced
by their barrage of petition and
conversation. The Father’s love for
His children is self-evident, but He
shows signs of exasperation, even
frustration. Suddenly He lifts his
voice in command and yells,
“SHUT UP!” He doesn’t even say,
“Please!” The command silences
the chatter.
In the silence, He begins to
speak “Whenever the heart is
silent,” writes Hobart Slade, “the
voice
of
God
sounds.”

Each Leaf a Tongue, and Each
Tongue a Melody
Immediately after my birth, my
mum developed serious post-natal
depression and was unable to care
for me. Her younger sister, Jean,
happily took her place and cared
for me. My first memories are not
of my mum but of the love and
gentleness of Auntie Jean. She was
always there: a loving, gentle
presence. She wrote poems and
children’s stories for me and
illustrated them with pictures; she
introduced me to children’s
literature and shared with me her
love for words. She was like an
angel.
Her voice was so gentle it was
like a caress. I loved her.
During her first term at
university, Auntie Jean began to
show signs of mental instability.
Academically, she was brilliant,
destined for a professorship, but
she was born with a fatal flaw.
Her condition deteriorated. She
had mad rages. The gentle girl
who nursed me and loved me
during
childhood
became a demented
and disturbed woman.
I was confused by the
change in her, but I
could never forget the
patient, loving girl who
cared for me.

Silence
draws the
lover
towards
God.

The voice of God
comes in a variety of
ways. He has no
fixed style or form of
communication. He
can speak through
Scripture,
nature,
people, circumstances, art, poetry, literature, music,
song, physical theatre, dance, an
audible voice or directly Spirit to
spirit.

God is enormously creative and
inventive in the ways He speaks to
us. Our responsibility is to
embrace the silence and be
attentive. Listening is a skill we all
need to develop and fine-tune.
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

As I grew older, I
recognised the change
in her was not deliberate but
evidence of a severe personality
disturbance. Auntie Jean was ill
and more in need of my love than
at any time in her life. I stuck by
her.
At the end of her life, sick with
cancer and almost blind, she made
her peace with God. He had never
been far from her, but His face
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was distorted by the apparitions in
her mind. I visited her frequently
and we talked and talked. I knew
she was dying and didn’t want to
leave her. I couldn’t bear the
thought of her dying alone and
unloved. She’d cared for me at the
beginning of my life; I wanted to
care for her at the end of her life.
Auntie Jean was tough, brave
and tenacious and held her own
against cancer. I had a contract for
a TV series and needed to do
research in Kerala, India. After
discussing the project with her,
she said, “Andrew, I’m going to be
alright for a few more months. I’ll
be here when you return. Go!”
I went to Kerala and in the
third week of my trip her
condition suddenly worsened. I
was distraught and attempted to
book a flight home, but none were
available. She had only a few more
days to live and I yearned to be at
her bedside in the hospice.
A vivid picture came to me. I
thought of my family as a forest.
When I was a sapling, she was the
tree that covered me. Soon she
would fall, and I would fill her
place in the forest. Saplings would

shelter under my branches. The
picture was so clear and dramatic
I wanted to record it in a poem,
but the words eluded me. I prayed
and left its composition with the
Lord.
God sometimes takes a while to
answer, but He never forgets.
Auntie Jean died at the end of my
third week in Kerala. I returned to
the UK to arrange her funeral and
burial. She had left a note for me
on her bedside table: ‘My name is
Jean Dunkley and I am trusting in
Christ for my justification’. I wept
when I read it. Her life had been a
long, unrelieved torment.
Several times after the funeral I
attempted to write the poem, but I
was stuck. The picture of the forest
was compelling, but the words
were tangled inside me; I couldn’t
free them.
Some time back, I was on my
early prayer walk in the hills.
After the sunny spell, winter had
returned, and a fierce wind wailed
in the branches and bent the trees
in the wood.
As I walked and prayed,
I heard a tree groaning. The sound

was
distinct
and
visceral.
I stopped to look but couldn’t
identify the tree. On the edge of
the forest overlooking the Vale,
was a hawthorn aflame with pink
blossom. The sky was grey and
ominous, dulling the green of the
trees, but nothing could subdue
the beauty of that hawthorn. It
blazed in the grey. God spoke and
gave me the poem in its entirety.
I walked with Jesus and recited it,
my last duty to the Aunt I loved:
A Tree Most Beautiful
I heard you groaning in the wind
Before your fall
And stretched across the miles
To catch you in my arms
And lay you gently
In a bed of mulch and fern
And forest flowers.
The blighted tree is dead;
The girl is free
To swing forever
On the branches of
the Tree of Life.
Oh, how he loves you.
All his leaves sing out in joy;
His boughs splayed wide in
welcome.
When I was a sapling green
And new-born from the earth,
You were the tree most beautiful
Who hung her branches over me
And cradled me in song:
Each leaf a tongue,
Each tongue a melody,
Each melody a memory
Of gentleness and love.
That is how I remember you,
My dearest friend.
And then the madness came
And limbs that cradled me
Clawed at the sky
And all your green clad choristers
Shrieked out in agony.
But when I looked,
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I always saw the girl
Who loved me hiding there,
A tree most beautiful,
As if the snow had fallen in the
night
And shaped itself about you
In a blaze of blossom
Soft dawn had brushed with pink.
I am a sapling grown
Into a tree of poetry and wonder.
From Kerala in India,
I reach across the oceans
And the continents,
And hang my branches over you
And cradle you in song:
Each leaf a tongue;
Each tongue a melody;
Each melody a requiem
Of love and grief and tenderness.
And now I leave you
Singing joyously
In that immortal Forest,
Where, as a sapling new,
The Tree of Life has planted you:
A girl again, remade by grace,
A tree most beautiful,
Whose clouds of blossom
Never fade and fall,
For Spring, the only season here,
And every leaf a tongue,
And every tongue a melody,
And every melody,
A song exultant
To the Tree of Life Eternal,
Lord of the Forest:
Christ the King.
‘My name is Jean Dunkley,
And I am trusting in Christ
For my justification.’
©Andrew Brandon 2020

God is never predictable. His
voice always surprises us and
startles us with its secrets and
marvels. [END]

message with a magnificent backdrop of trees and rolling hills; a
much better cinematic location
than my book cluttered office and
much easier on the voice.
Dusty books are like a virus for
the throat. My grand emotional
finale was in full swing.
I felt the words churning me up
inside. It was the big moment. Cue
for the dog walker to turn up.
What would you think if you were
taking your early morning stroll
with the spaniels in tow and
discover a pensioner blubbering
over his AppleMac and quoting
poetry? Place this event in the
early morning shift when no one
else is around and she probably
thought, “Poor fellow, lockdown’s caused marriage breakdown. His wife’s kicked him out.”
I composed myself, gave a
quick, “God bless you,” to the
camera, and made an even quicker
exit from the Vale.
“She’ll probably call the
Samarians,” I thought, “and
there’ll be here in a jiffy.”

Postscript

I could imagine her talking to
the Samaritan receptionist:

I decided I need to video a
postscript on my devotional on
silence. There I was recording my

“There’s a blubbering bloke on
the Vale reciting poetry. Could be
suicidal. Send a counsellor
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immediately. Yes, he seems
deranged.
Harmless
enough,
though... my dogs liked him.”
So this is what I intended to say
if my devotional had not been cut
short by the arrival of the dog
walker:
First, I would have composed
myself emotionally. Used the
pretext of suggesting to you that
you should sit in silence for a few
seconds. While you sat there in
silence battering stray thoughts
away like buzzing gnats, I’d
compose myself, smile warmly
and continue.
In Silence part 2, I offer
intensely practical advice on
achieving silence and benefitting
from it.
Aging
is
a
remarkable
experience, but only useful if you
keep on learning and growing
inwardly.
Admittedly, the body begins to
creak a bit, the skin droops,
muscles may atrophy if you don’t
work them hard, but the mind and
spirit can retain their vitality and
curiosity.
Some people are old at twenty
because they believe there’s
nothing else to learn; others are
still young at ninety because
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they’ve retained their passion to
learn and grow.
The lessons I’ll give you on
achieving silence have been fought
for and won during years of
struggle and practise.
They’re the hard fought lessons
of my life.
----------------

PART 2:
How to Achieve
Attentiveness to God
A Mare Called Kim
This series on Rule of Life is the
basis of a series of magazine
articles I’ve been asked to write. In
the magazine article, I give this
devotional and equestrian theme
and call it ‘A Mare called Kim’.
This is how it goes.
Horse riding was one of my
parents’ strategies to keep me
from the seductions of sex, drugs
and rock-n-roll. It didn’t work but
it was a good try.
I’m the first to admit that I
enjoyed the adrenalin buzz of
galloping and the heady exhilaration of leaping gates and fences. I
even liked horses and felt a
strange kinship with them. The
mare I often rode was called Kim.
Kim! Kim! Kim! One name that
I’ll never forget.
Kim, a dappled mare with a
head carved from granite, a mane
like wire wool, the exaggerated
muscles of steroid enhanced bodybuilder and a wickedly capricious
nature.
Kim was a beast and I loved
her. After all these years, if I
breathe deeply, I can still smell the
warm briny, leathery scent of her.
Kim didn’t have the sleek lines
and grace of a racer but she could
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outrun a greyhound. We were
well matched!
She had a tendency to bolt, stop
suddenly, wilfully refuse my tug
on the reins and had a voracious
appetite. She could mow down a
field of grass more quickly than a
combine harvester. We’d be
cantering along and without so
much as a twitch of her mane or
tail or even a warning whinny,
she’d stop abruptly, bend her
elegant neck and start chomping
on a juicy clump of grass.
It was an act of wilful defiance.
Who’s boss here? Mare or man? A
battle
immediately
ensued.
I would tug with all my strength
on the reins; she would defy me
with every muscle of her neck and
shoulders and resolutely continue
to munch the grass.
If she decided to bolt which, I
believe was another assertion of
her independence, the struggle for
mastery would be even more
intense. I’d violently yank the
reins and lash her with a whip of
furious invective.
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That mare taught me to sin. I’d
dredge every profanity from my
adolescent imagination and pour
them over her. She would retaliate
with lips curled back in snarl and
show of teeth and fleck me with
foam. I think she worked on the
premise, ‘If you’re going to ride
me, boy, you’ll have to fight for
the privilege’. And fight we did,
but she was often the clear winner.
I only had one real victory from
these
exchanges:
she
only
managed to throw me off her back
once. After the training she gave
me, I could’ve signed up as a
professional rodeo.
Our
thought
life
often
resembles that wilful mare. We’re
supposed to control our thoughts,
but generally our thoughts have
the upper hand. If listening to
God is to be a central component
in our Rule of Life, we’ll need to
learn a measure of thought
control. Note I say a ‘measure of
thought control.’
I’ve read many of the
biographical and autobiographical
writings of the superheroes of the
64
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Faith and all of them confess to the
same struggle: thoughts are harder
to control than a herd of wild
horses.
You’ll never reach a point in
your Christian life where every
thought is controlled, and your
mind is perfectly tranquil. If that’s
your ideal, it’s totally unrealistic
and you’ll be bitterly disappointed.
Realistic
expectations
are
important. Our experience will be
more akin to my rides on a mare
called Kim: a constant battle for
mastery.
These battles never diminished
the joy of the ride. Indeed, they
made the ride less predictable;
more enjoyable. What surprises
has Kim in store for me today? A
bolt? A kick? A Jump? A feeding
frenzy? A deceitful submissiveness to lull me into a false sense of
security and then a sudden violent
rear and four leg smash that shook
every bone in my body?
The brute was a joyful menace.
I never felt guilty if Kim bettered
me. I’d learn from her trick and
counter it next time.
If I’d given up altogether and
let Kim have her head, riding
would’ve been a miserable affair.
Similarly, don’t get hung up and
frustrated if your thoughts get the
better of you. Relax! Pull on the
reins and keep fighting but go
easy on yourselves.
Elijah, David, Moses, Peter,
Paul and John had the same
struggle.
You’re
riding
a
capricious, wilful mare who wants
her own way.
I’ve been practising silence for
over 50 years, but my wandering,
wilful thoughts still give me
trouble. I desire God and want to
65

gaze at him and listen to his voice,
but my thoughts remain as
capricious and wilful as Kim. I
spend my life tugging on the reins
and striving for control.
My expectations, however, are
in sync with my reality: I’ll never
be a champion jockey racing a
perfectly behaved and obedient
mare. The best I can do in the
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circumstances, is to struggle to
achieve a measure of thought
control and cut myself some slack
if I fail.
Learning to laugh at myself has
been an excellent therapy. It’s our
pride that beats us up when we
fail. The grace of Jesus, received in
humility, picks us up and says
encouragingly, “Try again, and
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again, and again. Go easy on
yourself. You’re just a human
being: clay with a few clever
modifications of my own but clay
all the same.”
The recognition that we’ll fail
does not imply that we’re
compliant in our failure. I fought
Kim all the way and received
excellent
support
from
the
instructors at the riding school.
They taught me riding techniques
and horse psychology. They
passed on their experience to me
and regarded me as a diligent
pupil. For my part, I was involved
in a battle of wills with a wily
mare and needed all the help I
could get.
What lessons have I learnt on
pacifying
and
controlling
thoughts? The first important
lesson is that thoughts need a
focus.
One experience with Kim
stands out above all others. I was
riding with a large group and our
horses were startled by a convoy
of lorries.
Our horses bolted and Kim was
the front runner, streaking ahead
of the rest. I almost performed a
summersault over her rear in my
attempt to haul on the reins and
stop her mad dash. I fought and
fought and fought but to no avail.
She was heading back to the
stables as fast as she could go,
leaping gates and fences on the
way. Behind me, horses were
throwing
their
riders
and
galloping after her in a thunder of
hooves.
I was slowly winning the battle
and slowing her down; then a
riderless stallion drew abreast of
me and began to overtake. That
was a challenge we couldn’t
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ignore and in that moment man
and mare became complicit. I let
her have her head, turned my
acrimonious threats into cries of
encouragement, and we raced for
the stables like a hurricane. We
swept in ahead of the other horses.
I was whooping with joy. In that
moment, mare and man were not
fighting for mastery but sharing in
a common triumph.
Kim was focused on returning
to the stables; nothing could stop
her. Her goal became my goal and
we raced as one. It was our most
exhilarating ride. The focus that
kept her from deviating to the
right or left and stopping for a
tasty snack of grass was the stable.
She knew exactly where she was
going: home to fresh hay and oats.
We need a ‘stable,’ a focus for
our thoughts, if we are to make
attentiveness and silence a part of
our relationship with God.
Sit in silence without a focus
and our thoughts will meander
like horses grazing in a meadow.
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

You don’t believe me? Sit for five
minutes and see if you can focus
on
God
without
diverting
thoughts.
Many of us avoid silence for
this very reason. Five minutes in
silence and our thoughts are so
noisy and boisterous that we begin
to develop a migraine headache.
I am going to give you six
proven ways of focusing on God
and listening to him. These have
all been field tested and have
helped people to benefit from their
times of attentiveness to God.
They will not cull all your
wandering thoughts, but they’ll
serve as a bridle, bit and reins to
give you some control over them.
Use the Scriptures
The first method is the most
obvious: use the Scriptures. Don’t
take a long passage. A simple
phrase like, ‘God is love’, or a few
verses will suffice:
“For God alone my soul
waits in silence; From him
comes my salvation.
66
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He alone is my rock and my
salvation, My fortress; I shall
never be shaken.”
Psalm 62:1-2 [NRSV]
“I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in
me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing.”
John 15:5 [NRSV]
Silence has no value in itself: it
is a means to an end. Scriptures
can be recited audibly or
inwardly. The important thing is
to focus the mind on the Lord
Jesus
and
cull
wandering
thoughts.
Memorising
your
chosen Scripture can also be very
useful.
There’s a very fine line between
contemplation and meditation.
Purists may like to make the
distinction, but in practical
experience there’s little difference
between them.
Contemplation and meditation
don’t occupy different rooms in
our house but snuggle on the sofa
together and often exchange
places. They’re not rival siblings
but affectionate twins who share a

close resemblance to each other.
Miss Contemplation gazes
lovingly into the Father’s face;
Meditation, her twin brother,
reflects on his words and glances
at him adoringly. They lean on
each other in their desire to hear,
see and adore the Father.
Contemplation
know
that
without the Word there can be no
disclosure of the Father’s love and
purpose; Meditation knows that
the word is not an end in itself but
the means by which he sees the
Father’s face and hears his voice.
It would be foolish to sever
them with the clinical scalpel of
strict categorisation and force
them to live in separate rooms.
Brother and sister belong together.
Our creativity is an attribute we
share with God, but we rarely
apply it to our relationship with
him. He often fits into a hurried
spot between employment and
breakfast or last thing at night
when the children are in bed and
we’ve watched another episode of
our favourite television series.
Coronavirus has given most of
us an extended holiday and the

luxury of time. God time no longer
needs to be crammed into the
narrow spaces of our day. We
have been given the leisure to
enjoy him and experiment with
important spiritual practises like
silent attentiveness to God.
If we regard a task as an
obligation or a duty, we seldom
apply our creativity to it. Instead
we get it over with as quickly as
possible. The focus on Scripture
can come alive and resonate with
meaning if we apply our
imaginations to it and see it as a
joy and not a duty.
Think Outside the Box
A friend of mine is a busy BBC
Producer. BBC and Radio vocations are not as glamorous as they
appear. Producers are workaholics
whose weekly hours are as
stressful and long as those of
junior doctors.
As a retreat from her
professional life, she bought an
old farmhouse in the Welsh
mountains. I visited her and was
surprised by the rustic simplicity
of her life, but what impressed me
most of all were the woven
tapestries on her walls. They were
intricate, beautiful and brightly
coloured and on each of them was
an embroidered Scripture. I was
intrigued and questioned her
about them. I’ve never forgotten
her explanation:
“This farmhouse is my thin
place.”
“What do you mean by ‘thin’
place?” I said, my suspicions
aroused. (“Is she into some kind of
druidic cult or a covert newager?”)
“It’s a place where I come to
meet with God. It’s my ‘thin place’
because there are no distractions

67

~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

67

,

~ Single Person Approved by God ~

Rule of Life: The Silence that Speaks
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

that keep me from him. The gap
between us is very thin: a veil of
translucent silk.”
I felt the deep
sensuality of her words.

spiritual

“And the tapestries?”
“It is my way of being still and
listening to God. The weaving and
the embroidery of the Scriptures
draw me into his stillness and rest.
I weave and look at him and he
looks back at me. These,” she said,
gesturing at the tapestries, “are
my worship.”
I believed her. The tapestries
were beautiful and seemed to
hang like a veil at the intersection
of earth and heaven, a thin place
indeed. Push them gently aside
and I’d be looking in the face of
Jesus, a face radiant with his
Father’s glory. What a prospect?
It’s important for us to imitate
God and think outside the box.
Crafts like painting, wood carving,
metal work or song composition
can be aligned to our Scripture
and used to facilitate silent focus
on Jesus and attentiveness to his
voice.
The second approach is to use a
simple prayer. A repetitive prayer
is an effective way of the
controlling riotous thoughts. For
Centuries, the Eastern Church has
practised a method of centring
prayer called the ‘Jesus Prayer’.
Anthony Bloom, an Orthodox
Scholar and a mentor of mine,
refers to it as ‘one of the greatest
treasures of the Orthodox Church.’
The prayer consists in the
thoughtful repetition of the
sentence, ‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son
of God, have mercy upon me a
sinner’.
The prayer has been marketed
to the general public almost in kit
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form
with
deep
breathing
exercises included. I’ve used the
prayer regularly for over forty
years and remain sceptical of the
over-enthusiastic claims made by
some of its exponents, but there is
little doubt the prayer helps us
focus our thoughts on God.
One danger must be avoided at
all costs: to use the prayer to lull
the mind to sleep. Christian
contemplation must never be
confused with self-hypnosis. To
suspend our rationality and empty
our minds during prayer is not a
Hebrew/Christian idea and is
never taught in Scripture; neither
is the idea that silence is the
consummation of our union with
God. This concept is borrowed
from the Greek philosopher Plato
and his disciple Plotinus.
Thinking is a divine activity.
I have found the prayer an
excellent introduction to a time of
attentiveness to God.
The prayer encapsulates the
truth of the gospel. Through its
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

use, our thoughts are drawn
inexorably to Christ. As we slowly
and thoughtfully repeat the
words, the Holy Spirit can open
our eyes to see the glory of the
Lord Jesus.
The repetition of the prayer
does not imply a repetition of
experiences. Each word acts as a
prism displaying a new beauty
and nuance of light and colour.
The prayer focuses on Jesus,
employing all his royal titles. It is
he who attracts, who fascinates,
who calls and welcomes.
The second part of the prayer
expresses our need for mercy. The
prayer enthrones Jesus but dethrones us. Paradoxically, when
we acknowledge our infinite
distance from God, we are nearer
to him than at any other time.
We do not ascend to God on a
ladder of mystical prayer, but
Jesus swoops down to us on the
wings of grace and carries us into
the Father’s presence. The place of
meeting is the cross. All the
68
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Father’s attributes contract in this
space. Through his Son’s sacrifice,
he is able to reach out to us in
mercy and forgiveness.
The Jesus Prayer is one of many
approaches and is certainly not the
definitive method. It works for me
because in a few words it
summarises the gospel.
It is beautiful and profound in
its brevity and links me to the
Lord, my own reality but also to
an ancient tradition in the Church.
I walk where many others have
walked before me, but then I’m a
history buff and love theology.
The Jesus Prayer may not work
for you. This is not a defect in your
relationship with God. There’s one
path we all tread to God and only
one gate of entry, Jesus, but there
are many paths in prayer.
Experiment and find the one that
suites you best.
The Lord’s Prayer, Psalms,
Paul’s prayers in his Epistles, short
liturgical prayers, verses from
hymns and even our own pithy
compositions can be used.
Spirituality is not a journey
with fixed rules, routes and
established practises, but an
exploration. The Word of God and
the Holy Spirit guide us, the
Church is our guardian, but we
make the journey. There are
guides on that journey but no one
else can make it for us.
Singing
The third method of thought
control is one that most of us
practise spontaneously: singing a
hymn or a worship song.
Here we’re spoilt for choice.
Our hymnology goes back for over
three thousand years and includes
every emotional, theological and
devotional response to God.
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Choose a worship song or
hymn that means a great deal to
you, open your heart to God, gaze
at Jesus and sing to him.
Music touches something very
deep within us, a knowledge and
intuition that transcends linear
logic and reason. It is a deeper and
more instinctive way of knowing
and touches that part of us that
conscious thought cannot reach
and penetrate. A simple lyric and
melody can lay bare the inner life
and draw us into the Father’s
arms. There he waits to speak to
us.
Many of us will find that this is
the most effective way of
achieving silent attentiveness.
Sing to the Lord!
Dance and Physical Theatre
The fourth approach is one that
I adopted reluctantly: dance and
physical theatre.
As an artist, I viewed dance as
an art form performed by
professionals and even wrote
pieces specifically to be choreographed for dance.

~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

Dance, for me, was a beautiful,
aesthetic and expressive art form.
Admittedly, there were times
when I performed a Holy Ghost
shuffle and did a few leaps and
bounds, but dance was certainly
not a consistent part of my
devotional repertoire.
When I taught spirituality, I
reduced ‘dance’ to a short footnote
in a lecture on ‘praise.’ Then in the
mid 1990’s a couple I’d known for
years went through a relationship
meltdown. I thought the marriage
was over. It had degenerated into
a vicious cage fight.
I prayed but they remained in
their waring corners and only met
to exchange savage blows. Reluctantly, I made the journey to see
them. It hurt me to think of them
apart.
I arrived to discover that God
had answered all my prayers. I
was chastened. This was not a
truce; the war was truly over, and
they were in love again. It was
embarrassing to be in their
company. They were lovers and
besotted with each other.
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The vicious cage fighters had
morphed into Romeo and Juliet on
honeymoon in a touchy, touchy,
feelie, feelie paradise. The fires
were burning again and it was a
little too hot for comfort.
Their story began as soon as I
arrived. Dance, holy dance to the
Lord, had transformed their
marriage. I had never, not even in
my wildest flights of fancy, seen
this couple as dancers. I tried to
imagine the dignified English
solicitor and Deputy Head
Teacher prancing in front of the
church and lifting holy legs to the
Lord in, what I imagined would
be, a holy frenzy.
At this point in the conversation, I should have exerted
thought control and meditated on
a whole range of horrific Medieval
tortures; there’s nothing better for
curbing mirth, particularly meditations on the rack, dismemberment and burning alive. Instead,
my imagination accelerated to
warp speed, and I had a vision of
the solicitor in a leotard and the
School mam in a long, silky newage gown, tossing bouquets of
flowers heavenwards, slapping
their thighs in rhythm to a
worship
song
and
yelling
exclamations of praise.
Lord, help me! In a moment,
they’d morphed into Laurel and
Hardy in a hilarious slap stick
double act. Wow! I clamped my
teeth together in a vice of selfcontrol, but it was like trying to
trap the wind in a bucket.
Johnny and Susie dancing in
church! I’d be willing to pay a
fortune to see them live!
Forget the aging Rolling Stones
and let Bob Dylan whine alone.
Give me a front seat at the Johnny
and Susie show.
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The thought was too much for
me. The wind was shaking and
rattling the bucket and beginning
to leak out in a medley of groans,
gasps and coughs. I couldn’t bear
it anymore. “I need the loo,” I
yelled and made a dash for the
bathroom.

Susie dumped a big pile of letters
in my lap with the command,
“Have a look at these, Andy.”

Relief! Release! My body
spasmed, bent double and the
laughter howled out of me.

Anyway, I was finding laughter
a therapy and settled down for
another comic interlude with the
Johnny and Susie’s whacky holy
dancers. I could see them in my
mind’s eye, devout expressions on
their faces, as they twirled and
pranced and bounced their
buttocks in their leotards.

Just for a moment, I wondered
if I should stuff toilet paper in my
mouth so my laughter wouldn’t
offend them, but the thought of
holy dance was too much for me.
Who needs the
Toronto
Blessing when it’s only a dance
step away and you can jump like a
kangaroo, frolic like a monkey,
roar like a lion, stamp like an
elephant and shake your rump
like a rhino?

Susie was a feisty woman and
her power of command had been
honed by years of experience with
unruly pupils. If she said, “Jump!”
you jumped.

Then I read the letters. I was
severely chastened for the second
time during my visit.

Person after person had been
transformed by the simple act of
dancing to the Lord. I couldn’t
Admittedly, it occurred to me dispute the evidence. I was a snob
that Miriam and
who
loved
the
“...a
significant
David in the Bible
artistry and aesthetic
did a lot of dancing,
of dance, but not it’s
percentage of
but I could never
amateur practise.
people
find
it
imagine Peter and
That was a heavy
Paul performing a
difficult to
punch to my ego, but
Holy Ghost Tango.
it was only the first

express their

Dance wasn’t on
blow in an even
deepest
feelings
my
worship
heavier
assault.
register. How could
What
became
clear to
in words.”
it possibly save a
me as I read and
marriage? Maybe all the touching, reread those letters was that a
shaking and bumping into each significant percentage of people
other had awakened… you know, find it difficult to express their
the mating urge. Yes, it still exists deepest feelings in words. Okay, I
at Fifty!
knew this but the correspondence
Of course, Johnny and Susie nailed the reality in my mind and
(names fictitious) realised I was it has stayed there ever since.
laughing at them, but they showed
grace and restraint.
After their reconciliation, they
began to lead seminars on dance
and were receiving letters of
thanks from those who attended.
~ Issue 27 December 2021 - February 2022

I have always loved words,
used them in poetry and theatre to
express my deepest thoughts and
feelings. For me, words are more
than linguistic symbols but
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resonate with sensuality, feeling,
beauty and energy.
Language, for me, is a living,
breathing, dynamic artefact. I use
it joyfully, exuberantly, but on that
day, I realised I was a word snob.
What about those people who
stumble over words and cannot
use them to express their true
selves and the rich diversity of
their experience? The proof was
there before me on my lap. Dance
had liberated many of them and
given them a new vocabulary of
worship, silence and expression.
Dance and physical theatre are
still not my primary methods of
listening to God, but they could be
yours, liberating you from the
need to find words to convey your
deepest longings and aspirations
and providing the space to listen
to God.
Holy dance is not performance
but a deep and sensuous style of
worship: the body’s spontaneous
choreography exposes our inner
self to God.

Danny, a performer and
director, regularly uses dance and
physical theatre to worship and
listen to God.

the jumble of buildings, the
crowds and noise. For me, nature
is imbued with the presence of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Dancing to the Lord saved a
marriage; dancing to the Lord may
be a new beginning for your life
with God. We give our bodies to
God as a ‘living sacrifice.’ Why not
give them to him in a dance which
expresses tender love, holy fear
and willing surrender?

Fortunately, I had a large
London garden planted with
shrubs, trees and flowers. During
the summer, I’d deliberately rise
early before the city awoke and
enjoy quiet and solitude with God.

The External World
My fifth suggestion is to use the
external world as your focus. Let
me be more specific because some
of you may feel confused. Creation
has been referred to as a
sacramental reality.
A sacrament is a symbol or sign
that denotes another reality. In the
Eucharist, for example, the bread
and wine are symbols of the Jesus’
body given for us and his blood
shed for us on the cross.
For most of my life, I’ve lived in
London. The country has been my
therapy and solitude, a contrast to

One year, whenever I sat down
at my garden table, two little
sparrows would always come and
perch on the table beside me. I
loved those two little birds. They
were completely unafraid and
seemed to enjoy my company and
were drawn by the peace of God’s
presence.
In turn, the sparrows drew me
close to God. They reminded me
of God’s gentleness and care and
wrapped me in his tender silence.
He was not only the Creator of
galaxies and super massive black
holes, but he had such gentleness
and deft fingers that he could craft
a tiny sparrow, ignite its conscious
with a breath, fluff its feathers
affectionately, and send it on its
way with a smile. No sparrow falls
to the ground without his
knowledge.
For several months, those two
tiny sparrows carried me on their
wings into the Father’s loving
stillness.
The natural world is alive with
God, and for those with eyes to
see, his face is seen in a quivering
leaf and the flight of a Red kite.
Look and you’ll see him hiding in
plain sight. His beauty is
everywhere.
Icons are a controversial topic
for most evangelicals. We often
regard
them
as
idolatrous.
Admittedly, they become idols if
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we make them objects of
veneration, but this can be true of
cars, homes, hobbies and even our
careers. It is not the thing itself but
our attitude that turns it into an
object of worship.
A crucifix or a painting can
facilitate the focus of our thoughts
on God and need not serve as an
idol.
Moreover,
painting,
sculpture and art are all forms of
communication
and
convey
significant but often subliminal
messages. The masterworks of
Christian art resonate with joy,
worship, humility, gratitude and
glory. Their words transcend
language.
One of my top devotional
books
is
Henri
Nouwen’s,
‘Prodigal Son.’ The book was
inspired by Rembrandt’s painting
of the prodigal’s reunion with the
Father. The painting is rich in
meaning and emotion and reflects
Rembrandt’s own journey to God.
‘The Return of the Prodigal
Son’ hung in the State Hermitage
Museum in St Petersburg.
Soon after the end of the Cold
War and the collapse of the Soviet
Union,
Henri
managed
to
circumvent bureaucratic red tape
and obtain permission to meditate
on the painting for three days.
The experience led to the
writing of one of the simplest but
most profound devotional books
of the last three decades: an
instant classic that has crossed all
denominational frontiers. Highly
recommended!
Rembrandt’s painting focused
Henri’s mind on God, quelled his
conflicting thoughts and allowed
him to discern God’s voice. We are
all richer from his experience.
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A painting, picture, flower or
even a craft like pottery, flower
arranging, gardening or wood
carving can draw us into God’s
deep stillness.

forms a natural break in the
activities of my day and gives me
space to worship and listen to
God.

I regularly use cooking to draw
me closer to God. The blend of
spices, the precision of measurement and the process of cooking
have become instinctive.

Embrace and affirm the goodness of the external world and find
something in it that you can use
naturally as a focus for your
thoughts and an opportunity to
listen to God.

I cook to feed and nurture other
people, so food preparation is not
a gluttonous indulgence, but a
simple,
joyful
service
and
pleasure.
Moreover,
cooking

My dad used gardening, my
mum played the piano, my
brother, walking the dog, my wife,
singing and worship, my eldest
daughter, a crucifix and simple
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liturgy, a friend, a scented candle,
and so it goes on. The innovations
never end.
The secret is to find an
approach that is tailor fitted for
you. This may require a little
experimentation, but don’t give
up. Be sure there are approaches
that will fit you perfectly and
encourage you to listen to Jesus
and enjoy his beaming face.
Remember, we enjoy Jesus in
everything and enjoy everything
in Jesus.
Writing
My last port of call on this
journey, number six, is writing.
Writing, if you’re an adept of the
pen, is a wonderful focus for the
mind.
The devotional content of my

second book was the fruit of
silence. Many of the insights in
these devotionals have come from
my early morning prayer hikes
across the Chiltern hills. I pause
and tap the insights into my
mobile’s notebook. A terrific
thought may be lost if it’s not
recorded.

you; some clothes would be better
donated to your local charity shop.

I tried journaling but it didn’t
work for me; for others it’s been a
game changer: a secret confident
and confessor who listens to their
innermost thoughts and struggles
and is never bored by the recorded
trivialities of their day.

You’ll find your perfect match,
or at very least, something that
you’re comfortable wearing.

The secret is to try it out,
persevere, but if it doesn’t work
for you, chuck it out and find a
better method. Never, never feel
guilty about it. Some clothes suit

Just because a hero of the
devotional life is modelling one
particular spiritual fashion brand
and singing its praises, doesn’t
mean it will suit you. Try it on by
all means, but if doesn’t fit, chuck
it and try on something else.

What I like most about writing
is that it gives me a very effective
bridle, bit and reins and a sure
method of controlling my riotous
thoughts.
Writing for me serves as the
best ‘stable’ for my thoughts.
Write and my mind is galloping
headlong in one direction. Kim is
curbed; I’ve found the trick to
keep her on track.
Paradoxically, words draw me
into that rich silence where God
speaks. I chronicle his words in
writing and retain my focus. He is
Lord of the pen and I feel his joy in
my words.
Poetry, plays, books, screenplays, sermons, unusual insights
and keys to perplexing problems
and theological conundrums flow
out of silence on a river of
shimmering, glorious words.
Silence is articulate. God’s
silence is not a mystical abstraction, the silence of unknowability
and mystery, but a silence rich and
warm with words and meaning. It
is the deep and tender silence
shared by an adoring Father with
his precious children. It is a silence
paid for with blood and sacrifice.
It is the silence of Love.
God bless you. [END]

Try it on by all means, but if doesn’t fit, chuck it and try on something else
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Biography:
Andrew Brandon is the Director of
CWEST, a mission and media charity, and
the Creative Director of Gladius Pictures
Ltd. He has worked internationally as an
evangelist and itinerant Bible teacher, but
in recent years has been writing for
theatre, film and documentaries.
His
most recent film, 'Parallel City', is
currently on the international film festival
circuit and is beginning to pick up award
nominations.
Andrew's writing includes theatre and
pantomime for children and adult theatre
and film as well as documentaries. He
defies stereotyping and has written in a
number of different genres: science fiction,
fantasy,
comedy,
musical
theatre,
historical, romantic, Westerns, action and
topical.
He has recently completed a
groundbreaking twenty episode TV series
that combines two parallel narratives: a
First Century action epic and a TwentyFirst Century family saga. The interconnected stories race towards a totally
unexpected climax. Brandon's aphorism,
"If the imagination doesn't move it
stagnates," defines his approach to his art.
He is the creative powerhouse behind
Gladius and is responsible for the
company's motto: 'Excellence without
Compromise'. He is a professional with
high professional standards. Andrew has
never missed a writer's deadline.
As creative director, Brandon mentors
and inspires other artists, most of whom
come from the UK's ethnic minorities. He
lives and breathes diversity. Change
stimulates him. He is happiest when he's
in transit through London's diverse ethnic
worlds, drawing his inspiration from the
city's melting pot of cultures.
For his last documentary, 'Epic
Journey: Seven Ancient Churches', he
cycle-camped from London to Istanbul.
---------------------------Bibliography:
[ESV] English Standard Version. The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text
Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway
Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers.
[NET] New English Translation, NET Bible®
copyright ©1996-2017 by Biblical Studies Press,
L.L.C. http://netbible.com All rights reserved.

Cave of the
Crystals,
Mexico
In 1910, a small
crystal cave was discovered below the
Naica Mine, Mexico
at a depth of 180m.
They called it Cueva
de las espadas or the
Cave of Swords. It
contained
selenite
crystals up to 1m in
length (see left.)
Ninety years later, in April 2000,
two brothers, Pedro and Juan
Sanchez were drilling in another
area of the Naica Cave, when they
came across a new cavern beneath
the mine, 300m below ground,
which they named Cueva de los
cristales or the Cave of the Crystals.
It contains some of the largest
crystals in the world (top right.)
These are selenite crystals
(gypsum, CaSO4, 2H2O), the largest
measuring 12m in length with a
diameter of 4m, and weighing
around 50 tonnes.
How Did they Form?
This larger cave is above an old
fault line beneath which lies a
magma chamber between 3 and
5km further down. The crystals
were created as a result of magma
heating up groundwater which was
filled with sulphide ions (S2-).
When oxygenated, cool surface
water came into contact with the
heated groundwater, the two were
unable to mix due to their different
densities.

[NRSV] New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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Over time, the oxygen slowly
dispersed into the hot water, and
oxidised the sulphides, creating
sulphates (SO42-) which formed
anhydrite (CaSO4.) Once the
temperature began to cool below
56°C, the sedimentary anhydrite
and
hydrothermal
crystals
dissolved, and formed the gypsum
crystals over a long period of time.

Much of this cave remained
unexplored because of it’s heat of
up to 58°C
and humidity of
between 90 and 99%, making it too
uncomfortable without proper
safety gear. Without it, people
were only able to endure exposure
of no more than ten minutes.
Three further caves were later
discovered, Queen’s Eye Cave,
Candles Cave, and another
unnamed chamber.
In 2015, the largest cavern,
Cave of the Crystals reflooded,
with mineral-rich water which
may add to the crystal
formations already in
existence, if you don’t
mind waiting a few
thousand years. [END]
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Puzzle Page
Crossword: Women of the Bible
Across
3.
6.

8.

10.

11.

14.

15.

17.

18.

20.

22.

25.

26.

28.

30.

31.

1.

Her name means graciousness. Her son was a famous Nazarite
prophet, who anointed Israel’s first king.
Her name means friend or view. This Moabite woman saw a
relative’s faith in God, and followed her to her home, later
becoming an ancestor of King David and Jesus.
Her name means cooking stone. The concubine of a famous early
Jewish King. When two of her sons were killed, she stayed with
their bodies, guarding them from wild animals.
Her name means drip, neck or cloud. A daughter-in-law of
Naomi, she stayed in her own country when Naomi returned to
Israel.
Her name means judgement or judge. A close descendant of
Abraham whose sexual assault resulted in the humiliation and
unethical murder of men from the town of her rapist.
Her name means wild cow. Her sister’s name meant ewe.
Possibly unattractive, she may have been unloved by her
husband, but she was blessed by God and bore seven children.
Her name means mountain goat. Famous for gruesomely killing a
Canaanite army commander by hammering a nail through his
temple into the ground, as he slept.
22.
Her name means God of oath, or God of seven. The only woman
with this name mentioned in the Bible, the cousin of a highly
famous Biblical parent.
Her name means deer or seer. A garment maker and Jesus’
disciple, who was later raised from the dead. (She was also called
by a name from a quirky, famous sitcom of the 60s/70s.)
Her name means afflicted by God. A wicked Queen, the daughter
of a wicked king and queen, she killed all but one of her own
grandsons to take the throne, where she reigned for just 6 years.
Her name means God is gracious. This disciple of Jesus shares her
name with a Christian TV personality who works with her
husband to makeover homes in the USA
Her name means my father’s joy. A wise counsellor and possibly
a prophet, but was married to an awful man. She later became the
wife of one of Israel’s greatest kings
Her name means daughter of abundance. Despite her rather
shameful entry into Biblical history, she became one of Jesus’
ancestors after marrying a king.
Her name means bird, goat or doom. The daughter of a
Midianite priest, she married a man who had once been
Egyptian royalty, and saved him from being killed by God.
Her name means princess. A famous Biblical mother and
9.
prophet, whose age and health was irrelevant to God’s plan,
and who became the mother of millions
Her name means gift of the sun-god. She married the man
that was second in charge of a great non-Jewish kingdom that
12.
still exists today.

Down
1.

2.

4.
5.

7.

Her name means bee or one who works like a bee. She was a
military leader, a war hero, a minstrel, a songwriter, and a
prophet, and is also the only female judge whose name is
mentioned in the Bible.
Her original name means myrtle, but her later name means a
star. The beauty and obedience of this young Jewish woman
enabled her to eventually save her people.
Her name means grace or favour. She was an old widow who
was devoted to prayer and fasting.
This queen whose Persian name is the only name mentioned
in the Bible that begins with the letter ‘V,’ refused to expose
herself to the drunken leering of her husband’s visitors, that
resulted in her expulsion from the royal court, stripped of her
royalty, and permanently removed from her marriage and her
royal home..
Her name means little stream of water or who is like God.
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13.

16.

19.

21.

2.

3.

6.

4.

5.

7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

23.
24.
26.

25.

27.

28.
29.
30.

31.

Link to answer

A princess who loved and married the man
who became the second king of Israel. Later
she despised him when she saw him dancing
in the street, praising God.
Her name means sweet perfume. This name is
mentioned more than once. She was the wife
of a hairy man, and another woman of this
name was later the daughter of a wise king.
Her name means myrrh or mistress. She and
her 2 siblings lived in Bethany, and were
personal friends of Jesus.
Her name means to live or have life. Despite
this woman’s famous downfall, she became
the mother of all.
Her name means sweet or pleasant. The wife
of a wise king, she was possibly known for
her beauty and for bearing the king his only
son.
Her name means spacious or wide. Despite
being a Canaanite woman of dubious
character, her assistance to the Israelite spies,
and her faith resulted in her family being
saved. Some speculate that she may have been
an ancestor of Jesus.
Her name means beloved or myrrhs. The
more famous of the two women in the Bible
with this name, was sister to a high Egyptian
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who was not an Egyptian.
22. Her name means where is Baal. A wicked
queen whose death was prophesied and
graphically fulfilled.
23. Her name means dragged off, flight or forced
into service. A famous mother of many. The
nations from two of her sons are promised to
be gathered up into the Kingdom of God.
24. Her name means floral hanger or hanging
curtain. Her name is possibly more famous
today than it was when she was alive. Her
name is in the title of at least two hit songs in
the last 60 years. In the Bible she was loved by
a famous Nazarite.
27. Her name means earthling, life or mole. She
was a prophet in Jerusalem during the reign
of King Josiah.
29. Her name means my delight or sweet. She
said her name was Mara for the bitterness of
her life, but God blessed her, and because of
her guidance and faith in God, her daughterin-law trusted too and became an ancestor of
Jesus.
--------------------------Bibliography:
Fletcher, Elizabeth, 2006, Women in the Bible: “Their Stories,” available:
http://www.womeninthebible.net/women-bible-old-new-testaments/, accessed 12/01/17
Abarim
Publications,
various
pages,
no
name,
undated,
available:
https://www.abarim-publications.com/, accessed 30/11/21
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Kristie’s Kitchen: Cucumber and Tuna Salad Nibbles & Cheesy Zucchini Slice
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LOW-CARB RECIPES
Easy recipes for one or two people, with regular
supermarket ingredients. All recipes have been
tried and tested, right in Kristie’s Kitchen!

SNACK/ENTRÉE: serves 2
Cucumber and Tuna Salad Nibbles
Ingredients:

Saute the onion, garlic and butter in a small
saucepan over a medium heat, until the onion
becomes translucent.
Coarsely grate the zucchini, then place into a clean
towel or muslin cloth, squeezing the zucchini to
remove as much liquid as possible.

1 medium/large
cucumber (12-14 slices)
210g tin of tuna in
spring water or brine
⅙ cup low carb mayonnaise such as Kewpie
12 thin slices of radish
½ tsp of paprika
12-14 thin slices of
radish
Chopped chives for
garnishing

Add the zucchini, the onion mixture, cheddar
cheese, half of the feta cheese, spinach, almond flour,
baking powder, salt and pepper, then mix it well.
Then add in all of the eggs and cream and mix
thoroughly.
Pour the cheesy zucchini mixture into the
prepared baking tray, smoothing out the top. Then
sprinkle the last of the crumbled feta cheese over it.
Bake in the oven for 25-35 minutes until it’s
golden brown. If unsure, insert a skewer - it’s cooked
if it comes out clean.

Instructions:

Mix together the
paprika, mayonnaise
and tuna.
Cut the cucumber into slices, and place some of
the mixture on top of each piece of cucumber.
Garnish with radish slices and chives and add a
little sprinkle of paprika if you wish.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Leave it to rest and cool for 15 minutes, then cut
into slices. Serve with a light salad if you wish.
Optional: add in some diced ham or cooked bacon, or
a tablespoon or two of chopped capsicum, or
perhaps try it with some different herbs, or cheeses.
Let your imagination go wild!

MAIN COURSE: serves 2
Cheesy Zucchini Slice
Ingredients:
½ cup of almond flour
3 large eggs
⅙ cup thickened (heavy) cream ½ tbsp salted butter
1 clove of crushed garlic
½ small diced onion
1 large zucchini, around 300g
½ tsp salt
¼ cup of crumbled feta cheese
¼ tsp ground pepper
¼ cup grated cheddar cheese
½ tsp baking powder
30g roughly chopped baby spinach
Instructions:
Have a clean towel or muslin cloth handy.

--------------

Prepare a 20x30cm baking tray and line with baking
paper.
Preheat the oven to 180°C.
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Thank you to our wonderful contributors
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you to our wonderful contributors
since SPAG Magazine began in June 2015
We’ve had so many wonderful articles and terrific writers since 2015, including so many regular
contributors. I feel truly blessed that so many talented authors and organisations happily shared their work
with us, including our great team members. There have also been a number of one-off articles by many other
authors, who I can’t name here due to our limited space (I’d need an extra booklet to include them all!) I’ve
provided links for as many regular writers and organisations as possible, so that you may find out more
about them, to read their articles, to pray for them or perhaps even to become involved in their ministry.
Writers/Journalists
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John Birch, Faith and Worship.com

www.faithandworship.com

Andrew Brandon

http://cwest-mission-media.org/

Justin Campbell, More than Don’t
Have Sex

https://justinmcampbell.net

Ross Clifford

https://christiantoday.com.au/by/ross-clifford

Lisa Copen (Rest Ministries)

http://restministries.com/

Eric Cooper. The Stone Table

www.thestonetable.org

Rowan Forster

http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/author.asp?id=6238

Mike Frost

https://mikefrost.net/

Kurt Mahlburg, Cross and Culture

https://kmahlburg.wordpress.com

Phylicia Masonheimer, Every
Woman a Theologian

https://phyliciamasonheimer.com/

Bill Muehlenberg,Culture Watch

https://billmuehlenberg.com

John Wesley Reid

www.standingforfreedom.com/authors/john-wesleyreid/

Vaneetha Risner

www.vaneetha.com

Ron Ross

https://christiantoday.com.au/by/ron-ross

Jonathon van Maren

thebridgehead.ca
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Thank you to our wonderful contributors
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SPAG Journalists
Cath Chegwidden, Assistant Editor
Sharma Taylor, Journalist
Liz Gill, Journalist
Kristie, Chef with Kristie’s Kitchen
Michael Hannett, Journalist

https://www.facebook.com/michael.hannett.940

Ziri Dafranchi, Journalist

https://ziridafranchi.com/

Joseph Kolapudi

www.pressserviceinternational.org/josephkolapudi.html

Organisations: lots of great articles and information
Christian Today
https://christiantoday.com.au/
Creation Ministries

http://creation.com/

Did You Know Education

https://didyouknow.org.au/about/

Global Outreach Day

www.globaloutreachday.com/

Open Doors

www.opendoors.org.au

Samaritan’s Purse - Operation Christmas Child

www.samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operationchristmas-child/

Voice of the Martyrs

https://vom.com.au (2022 Prayer Calendar: link )
International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
link

I’m so grateful for your contributions. May God bless and grow
your work, your ministry and your walk with our Saviour. I have
enjoyed reading and sharing your articles and have learned and
grown so much since SPAG Magazine began. Thank you.
Who knows ... perhaps SPAG Magazine or something similar
may be reborn down the track, if I can get the right resources, a
great team as well as enough energy for its rebirth.
Vicki Nunn
Editor
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What is it Answer; Puzzle Answer; & Christmas Words of Wisdom
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Did you guess what the object is in
the close-up image on page 31? (See
the image below left) It’s the pad of
a cat’s paw. Below on the right is
the enlarged image.

Merry Christmas from
the team at SPAG Magazine.
While December 25th is just one day, it’s
through Christ’s birth and resurrection
that we have a joyous hope for eternity.

Puzzle Page Answers

Christmas Words of Wisdom
“On that first Christmas morning, the cries of this
newborn were ignored by a world off to greater
agendas from which this child would rise to save
us.”
“There would be no Christmas if there was no
Easter.”
“For Christians, Christmas is a celebration of
Jesus’ birth - that light has come into darkness and,
as the Gospel of John says, ‘the darkness could not
overcome it.’”
Tish Harrison Warren
"The very purpose of Christ's coming into the
world was that he might offer up his life as a
sacrifice for the sins of men. He came to die. This is
the heart of Christmas."
Rev. Billy Graham
"Christmas is God saving mankind from the folly
of mankind's grandiose sense of greatness."
Craig D. Lounsbrough

Thank you: we use https://pdfcompressor.com/ a free online service to reduce the size of our magazine for emailing.
Disclaimer
SPAG Magazine, it’s staff and volunteers do not profit from promoting Christian organisations which form a part of our regular articles and promotions. This may include Voice of the Martyrs, Open Doors, Samaritan’s Purse (most usually
Operation Christmas Child), Christian Today (Australia), and Did You Know Education. We occasionally share articles about Christian and humanitarian organisations, churches and/or denominations and their work, and our purpose in doing so is to
provide information and insight to our readers, and to encourage them to particularly pray for these ministries, many of which provide assistance to those in need. If they should so desire, our readers may choose to financially support them. Any
person and/or organisation that pays to promote or advertise their business through SPAG Magazine, will be identified as a ‘Paid Sponsor.’
SPAG Magazine, it’s staff and volunteers are unpaid for their hard work, skills and contributions. In the almost 7 years that SPAG Magazine has been published, we have only once ever received enough donations to pay our basic costs operating for
one year. We appreciate all donations, support and your words of encouragement, and especially your prayer support.
Any promotions, articles and information shared through SPAG Magazine, may not necessarily reflect exactly the individual beliefs and convictions of our staff members and volunteers, nor of our readers. We understand that an article may cause
concern or possibly even offence to some Christian readers, but that is not our intention. Our purpose is to inspire, challenge, and encourage Christian adults in their walk, and to honour and exalt God. If you do feel challenged by an article, we hope
that you will prayerfully seek wisdom and guidance about the information presented. If a reader has feedback of any kind, we are happy to receive it.
While we make an attempt to ensure that the organisations that we promote are legitimate, SPAG Magazine, it’s staff and volunteers are not responsible for any organisation, individual or group that we promote whose intentions may be to
deliberately provide false or misleading information with the aim of perhaps profiting by such deception, or for reasons unknown to us. If an individual or group who reads SPAG Magazine wishes to financially support a person or organisation, that
is shared in SPAG Magazine, we encourage our readers to pray for and research the organisation themselves, and if uncertain, to desist from providing any financial or other support to the individual or organisation.
Our policy when it comes to advertising, articles, promotions and other items provided through SPAG Magazine, is that any organisation or person who submits a request to sponsor or promote a business, organisation or event etc in SPAG
Magazine or submits an article, photo or anything else for consideration, does so on the understanding and agreement that neither their business, their products, article or any type of promotion will conflict with our Bible-based Christian ethics and
convictions nor shall it cause offence to Christians regarding their beliefs. Additionally, the contributor accepts all legal and other responsibilities for their submission for publication, should their contribution not belong to them or is not correctly
attributed. If a reader, an individual or organisation believes that an article, a photo or other item shared in SPAG Magazine is in breach of copyright etc, we urge the concerned party to contact us as soon as possible.
Copyright © 2015-2021: the content of our website and this publication are the exclusive property of SPAG Magazine or of the individuals and/or organisations from whom we share articles or promotions. Please contact us if you would like to use
an article or item from SPAG Magazine.
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