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SPAG Magazine Team and Contact Details

In our last issue we celebrated our 5th birthday, so I’m
feeling a little excited as I look ahead to our tenth birthday - who
knows where we’ll be or what the world will be like in 2025. If
you missed our fifth birthday issue, it’s still available along with
the two bonus booklets, until the end of October. The links are
available on our webpage on this link.
Due to the coronavirus, I’ve been struggling to get a couple
of our regular contributors and articles, and while we have a
smallish issue (50 pages) this time around, we’re including a
booklet of gorgeous birds to go along with my article “Is there
beauty even in ugliness” on page 39.
We have some terrific news! We’ve welcomed a new member
onto our team. Christian artist and author Cath Chegwidden
shared her article “A Climate Change Letter for Everyone” in
our previous issue. She’s keen to contribute occasional articles
and also help me out with the editing - a very important job!
Cath is now our Assistant Editor. Her latest article “The Lucky
and Clever Country” can be found on page 35, and her
biography is on P24.
Our feature article in this issue is “loving a Christian battling
same-sex attraction,” by John Wesley Reid, one of our regular
contributors, which is on page 20. It’s a tough topic but one
that everyone of us must at some time consider, because we may
just find a friend or meet someone who is struggling with samesex attraction. The world today will only encourage more
confusion about one’s sexuality, particularly those in the
upcoming generations, and we must ask ourselves, can we do
better in our interaction with them?
Diduno’s Graham McDonald shares another Aussie hero
story about Rev. John Flynn and the Royal Flying Doctor Service
on page 33, while Ross Clifford writes about the legacy of Rev
Fred Nile on page 11, an Australian Christian political leader
who was often ridiculed by the media for his strong stance on
moral issues.
If you’ve been considering how you can support SPAG
Magazine, you may have been thinking about purchasing
something from our online shop. We’ve had some issues for a
couple of months, and I hope to have that up and running again
as soon as possible. We’ve also had a problem with our News
Snippets page, but that is being fixed at the moment. It certainly
would be helpful if we could get someone on board to help us
keep our website up-to-date as that task presently falls to me,
and I have little spare time. Do you know someone who has a
spare half an hour or so a week who might help out? Please let
us know, but right now why don’t you dive right in to issue 22.
Warm regards
Vicki Nunn
Editor

Joseph Kolapudi

Liz Gill

Journalist [link to biography]

Journalist [link to biography]

Michael Hannett

Ziri Dafranchi

Journalist [link to biography]
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SPAG (Single Person Approved by God) is a free quarterly, online
magazine for Christians adults, with a focus on singles. While it is based in
Australia, it is an international, inter-denominational publication. Our
threefold aims are:
 to honour and exalt God;
 to encourage, challenge and inspire all Christian believers, with articles
suitable for all Christian adults; and
 to provide Christian singles, Church leaders, married couples and
Christian counsellors with insight into the problems and needs of singles
who can sometimes feel overlooked or even unwanted in their own
church or Christian community.
SUBMISSIONS:
Feel free to write to us via our email: spagmag@yahoo.com.au. Please title
your email with the relevant section of SPAG or address it to the Editor.
You may feel compelled to respond to an article, or you may like to submit
an article* or photo* of your own for consideration. Perhaps you have a
question or personal struggle you’re dealing with and would like a
response from our Counsellor Lou, SPAG's Counsellor.
*Please note that any item or photo for publication must be your own original
work and not copied or extracted from elsewhere.*
ADVERTISING:
If you would like to promote your business or major Christian activity in
SPAG, please contact the Editor, Vicki Nunn on our email:
spagmag@yahoo.com.au or phone (+61) 042 44 33 772. Information about
advertising costs can be found on our website (link here)
Community and non-profit groups are advertised free, though we cannot
guarantee that there will always be sufficient space to do so. Please send
your request no later than 6 weeks prior to publication dates, i.e. mid
January, mid April, mid July, and mid October.
-----------------------------------*By submitting your letter, item, photo or article for inclusion in SPAG, you
personally accept all legal responsibility for your submission, and acknowledge that
you have not extracted nor copied written or photographic or other material from
elsewhere that does not belong to you or whose copyright is owned by another. You
hereby accept all legal responsibility and exempt SPAG and anyone associated with
this magazine from any and all legal consequences and responsibilities. By
submitting your letter, item or article you are giving your complete approval for
SPAG Magazine and anyone associated with it, to freely use it in SPAG Magazine
or on our website, agreeing that use of said item will be without charge and that you
waive all financial compensations for said item. SPAG agrees not to share your
personal details or your contribution with any other organisation or person not
associated with it.

Singles: we understand that you may feel invisible, overlooked or even unwanted in the church. Be assured that your needs, concerns and
problems are real. You are not alone, but are part of a vast family of brothers and sisters. God sees you and your struggles: He knows you and He
loves you. The articles here are written to encourage, challenge and inspire you, whether single or married.
~ Please share SPAG Magazine with others.~
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Dear B.B.

Is My Ex Even a Christian?
Dear Lou
My ex-husband and I were Christians before we
married, but before long it became obvious to me that
he seemed to enjoy hurting me, and I was really
confused and hurt by his behaviour. He would
comment on my appearance or kind of half-heartedly
suggest that I was somehow lacking something as a
woman, or even that I wasn't sexy enough. We were
both Christians, so how could he even WANT to hurt
me like that? We had two children, and then he chose to
leave our marriage, claiming that I was somehow
stifling his freedom.
After the breakup, I didn't want to leave our church
because I had great support and friends there and also
because my kids liked it. My ex-husband also chose to
stay there, which has been stressful and very difficult
for me. I know he’s also been gossiping and telling lies
about me there as I’ve heard back from a couple of
people I know and trust.
For the sake of the kids, I have worked very hard at
keeping things civil, and generally I don't instigate
conversations with him, because most of the time he
says something negative or hurtful. Recently he began
telling me about a woman he's been dating, and he says
that it's ok to have sex before marriage. Frankly I don't
want to hear this kind of stuff from him, but that's the
kind of things he does or says to hurt or confuse me.
I'm quite alarmed at his attitude about sex and I'm
hoping he doesn't say this stuff in front of the kids
when they stay with him, or confuse them by allowing
her to sleep over when they're staying there.
I want to talk to my Pastor about it because of my
concern for my kids and how it will give them the
wrong idea about sex and marriage, and I want to
know how to approach this. My other concern is that
my Pastor may think I'm doing this as a way of 'telling
tales,' but I think he should know so that he can talk to
my ex about his attitude about sex before marriage.
Should I talk to my Pastor? Is there some way I can
broach this without looking like a snitch? What should I
tell the kids? I don't want them to be confused or hurt
by his behaviours either.
B.B.
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You raise a host of questions with your letter which
are of genuine concern to you. So to simplify all of your
concerns I am going to bring your letter down to two
areas of concern...
The first is this: “You are responsible to change
yourself and not responsible to change your ex
partner.”
A lot of your concerns are relating to the way you
have been treated, the way you have been spoken
about by you ex, and his current value system. You
cannot change him and you cannot be responsible for
his behaviour or his attitudes. Don’t even try. He is
getting to you by his way of behaving and as a result
you are allowing him to control your life. Claim your
power back and do not get involved in what he is
saying or doing. You are responsible for you, and this
means you do not react to what he says or does.
The second concern is the impact his behaviour or
attitudes might have upon your children. For any
couple who have separated, divorced or are in the
process of these scenarios, the major issue for you both
is that you do not ever involve your children in adult
conversations. This is relevant for both of you at this
time.
You will never resolve this with your former
partner so it becomes necessary for you to involve an
outside party to get involved in this for you both. You
said you are both in the same church, so the logical
person to lead you in this process is your local church
pastor or someone who he might recommend.
You need to begin the process by going to your
pastor and spelling out your concerns. This would
include your concern about his expressed value system
where sex is concerned, and any other concerns you
might have re your children being exposed to adult
conversations and different value systems.
Your approach to your pastor would be one in
which you could say something like this: “I am
concerned for my children being exposed to values
contrary to my Christian values, and concerned about
what my children might be exposed to in their
weekend visits. Could you please help me to help my
family to live in the healthiest environment we can
provide.”
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At this point you need to leave matters with your
pastor to meet with you and your ex partner to develop
the best possible scenario for the future growth of your
children.
I pray God will give you the wisdom you need to help
yourself and your children to continue to grow
emotionally and spiritually.
Kind regards
Lou
--------------------------------

I Hate Being the Bad Guy
Dear Lou
I hate having to be the bad guy when it comes to our
two young kids. My husband and I both work. I start
early and he drops the kids off to school in the morning.
I finish my job in time to pick the kids when school is
over. My husband arrives home about an hour before
dinner (which I cook), and I take this opportunity to let
him know if either of the kids have been misbehaving.
We kind of have standard punishments for certain
behaviours like no dessert if it’s something small, then
bigger punishments might include no TV or games that
night, or no stay-overs at friends for a certain time. Once
the meal is finished and we’re still seated around the
table, I let the child know the punishment we’ve decided
and why they’re being punished.
Instead of completing their full punishment though,
my husband usually relents and lets the child off early.
I’ve tried to step in and reinforce the punishment we
decided, but my husband shrugs and says something
like “I’m sure they’ve learned their lesson.” It’s like my
husband allows them time off for good behaviour, and
I’m left looking the bad guy in the situation because I
think they should finish their punishment.
I’ve tried to talk to my husband about it, and that it
upsets me when he changes his mind about the
punishment, particularly when we’ve both agreed to it.
The kids have already discovered that they can usually
twist him around their little finger, and can get away
from their punishment early. I don’t think this is
teaching our kids to take responsibility for their actions.
Do you have some suggestions about how I can
handle this and make it work better?
Bianca
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Dear Bianca,
Successful parenting is built on the back of a
husband and wife both working together and
working from the same family manual. The problem
I hear is this – you don’t have a working manual
which would enable you to both work together.
My strongest piece of advice to you both is to
find a good family counsellor who can work with
you both in developing positive processes on which
you build your family home. The way you are
headed is a perfect recipe for chaos and mayhem in
your family.
I would love to know the environment from
which you and your husband graduated. My
suspicion would be that one of you had a very rigid
upbringing in childhood and the other a very much
laid back childhood. As a result you tend to resort to
that which you know and each sees their model as
being fine for the family.
Bianca, find a good Christian family counsellor
and do everything in your power to prepare a new
positive foundation upon which to build a strong
resilient family. The issues you’re dealing with is
not my way or your way [both have real problems]
but what is healthy for our family.
Do all in your power to find a new way of
building a healthy family environment.
Best regards
Lou
--------------------------------

His Stepmother is Nasty
Dear Lou
My husband was in his early teens when his
mother died, and his father remarried a few years
later. They never had any children together, and his
stepmother was not very loving towards him or his
siblings, but they get along well enough with her
since they became adults.
There have been instances though when their
stepmother hasn't contacted them when their dad
became unwell, even the time when he had to have
an operation. Then there was a time they were
struggling financially. This really upsets my
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husband and his brothers and sisters, but the
stepmother just kind of shrugs her shoulders when
they demand to know why she keeps information from
them.

problem. When this happens, it can only make the
situation worse. The issue in reality becomes – not
what we do with Dad’s ashes, but who has the control
in this situation.

His dad died a few months ago and now his
stepmother is completely ignoring her husband's
request about his ashes. All of his life, his father said
that when he died, he wanted to have his ashes
scattered over the river near the farm where he grew
up. It was a place that held great memories for him
when he was young and also because he took on the
farm after he first married, and most of the kids were
born there too.

My advice to you would be to leave the matter
alone for some time and allow everything to settle
down, and in so doing develop a situation where
healthy dialogue can begin.

Now the stepmother is refusing to let them take
their dad's ashes, and she says she'll do what she wants
because she was his wife. They can't get through to her,
and she lies and says that he told her something
completely different.
It's causing them enormous anguish and heartbreak because it's the one thing they promised their
dad they would do for him. Now they're at the stage
where they've contacted a solicitor, and the stepmother
is threatening to dump the ashes down the toilet or in
the bin!
How can people be so cruel? I just don't understand
it. I know how much my husband is hurting and I
want to help him if I can.
Kelly
Dear Kelly,
This is one of those situations where it is almost
impossible to obtain a positive outcome. Your fatherin-law made a new life for himself when he remarried.
This does not mean that he loves his children less, but
has added a new dimension to his way of life. In a lot
of ways his new marriage is a high priority.
Don’t just keep getting angry with your new
mother-in-law. If she does handle the situation like she
appears to be doing, you have given her power to
control and manipulate a host of current problems.
You need to take your power back and not enable
another person to have any power to spoil your lives.
Reading between the lines in your letter, I can gauge
a level of confronting behaviour on both sides of this

5

In other letters I have spoken about two words
we need to live by, and these are “React and
Respond.” You need to take time to hear what is
happening and then thoughtfully respond in a
manner which is non-confrontational. This will in
most cases create a healthy environment, which in
turn enables healthy communication. Or you can
react, and by this, you can jump in and demand
what you want and find as a consequence you are
now in a combative situation.
In almost every situation where I see this occur I
would expect to find a very negative outcome. Step
back and give this situation some room and see if it
makes a difference.
In reading your letter I also note the hostility
toward this lady because of her behaviour. My
question to you is this - Why didn’t your father-inlaw let his kids know what was happening in his
life? He could have spoken with them about what
was happening in his life, and keep them informed
of developments. In fact, it was probably more his
responsibility to do this than his new wife.
Again, my suggestion to you all is to let things
settle down and seek to find ways to build healthy
communication and not combative communication.
Give this matter time to settle down and see
where you can go from that point.
All the best
Lou

Words of Wisdom
“Keep your head and heart going in the
right direction and you will not have to worry
about your feet.” Myles Munroe
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From the Red Pill to the God Pill
by Conor Ryan
Press Service International
“You
know
something.
What you know, you can't
explain, but you feel it. You felt
it your entire life. Something's
wrong with the world. You
don't know what, but it's there,
like a splinter in your mind...
driving you mad.
It is all around us... It is the
world that has been pulled over
your eyes... to blind you from
the truth... That you are a
slave... Born into a prison that
you cannot smell or taste or
touch. A prison... for your
mind.
You take the blue pill... the
story ends, you wake up in
your bed and believe whatever
you want to believe. You take
the red pill... you stay in
Wonderland... and I show you
how deep the rabbit hole goes.”
The Matrix (1999)
The Matrix, the idea that the
world we live in is not quite what
we think it is, is a deeply powerful
metaphor.

out of this film has permeated our
culture for years but never so
much as in the last several years in
the online world.
The Red Pill Journey
It is now common to hear
people talk about 'taking the red
pill' or being 'red pilled'. So what
does it mean to be red pilled?
Being red pilled means coming
to the realization that what one
was taught about the world and
how it works by the culture and
mainstream institutions is not
entirely true or even completely
false. Through a process of critical
thinking and exploration of
alternative viewpoints one begins
to wake up from the Matrix or
'blue pill conditioning'.
For many young people
growing
up
in
a
liberal
progressive age has meant
discovering that often traditional
and conservative ideas that have
been dismissed as being outdated
or even harmful actually have
much value, truth and beauty.
The New Counter-Culture
In some ways the burgeoning
counter-culture the red pill is
creating is similar to the counter-

The 'red pill' meme that came

culture of the 1960s. In the same
way, disillusionment with the
culture is creating an unprecedented search for truth and
meaning.
Ironically
today's
counter culture is a rebellion
against the legacy created by the
1960s rebellion!
What they have in common
though is a sense that modern
society is shallow, consumeristic
and deeply broken. Many can feel
that there is something artificial
about the values that Hollywood,
the media, the education system
and corporate advertising are
selling them.
Realising that the modern
Zeitgeist offers little more than self
loathing, post-modern relativism,
cultural destruction and empty
consumerism for young white
people the red pill journey is
leading them to look for a sense of
who they are in the past in their
ancestry and heritage.
Western Christian Heritage and
the God Pill
As I have observed the
development of this movement
over the last several years I have
felt that it will inevitably begin to
find its way to Christianity, the
heart and soul of western heritage.
And this is what is starting to
happen now. As the counterculture moves from a superficial
critique of social justice warriors
to
exploring
a
deeper
philosophical and spiritual terrain
more and more the question of
faith in God is on the table.
The red pill terminology has
taken on some evolution over the
years. As the culture goes in a
more destructive direction every
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Words of Wisdom

day the term 'black pilled' has
come about to describe the sense
of hopelessness that comes from
things seeming beyond repair and
that this decadence and decay
cannot be turned around.
Rejecting the black pill, some
commentators
have
recently
started to use the term the 'God
pill' to describe the realization that
a rediscovery of faith in God is the
only thing that will save western
civilization.
It is only natural that a
movement centred around a
longing for connection with its
ancestors, in the midst of a society
that is rootless and seemingly
terminally ill, would eventually
make the connection with the faith
of its ancestors.
One example is a You Tuber
called Blonde in the Belly of the
Beast who recently posted a
powerful video about the Notre
Dame fire in Paris. She gives voice
to what many have felt, that the
fire of Notre Dame is deeply
symbolic of the modern west. The
symbol of western Christendom
burning has given her a powerful
revelation that Christianity is the
heart of the west and must be
rediscovered if the west is to
survive. This has inspired her to
seek a spiritual connection with
God.
Signs of the Times
The
dissident
right
is
marginalised from the wider
culture and mainstream Christianity but it is a place where God
is clearly at work.
The West is in a similar time of
cultural
upheaval
as
was
experienced in the 1960s. In the
same way that the 1960s and 1970s
spiritual search was an incredible

7

“When you are a Christian and
profess that God is almighty,
there is no single area of life from
which you can eliminate God.”
Diet Eman

opportunity to engage with people
about the Christian faith, it is the
same now.
The moment opening up
before us is similar to the days of
the Jesus people movement. The
hunger for spiritual truth and
meaning led to an openness to the
gospel among members of the
counter-culture. Many Christians
at the time missed it but there
were those like Calvary Chapel in
California that understood the
times and were very fruitful as
they reached out to them with the
gospel.
In those days many hippies
came to Christ in the Jesus People
revival that swept the world.
The question for us today is
will we also recognise the signs of
the times and respond with faith,
prayer and engagement? [END]
-----------------------Biography:
Conor is from Adelaide South
Australia. He is a gardener and is
involved in ministry. He loves God,
music, reading and thinking deeply about
philosophy and current events in the
world.
Conor Ryan’s previous articles may be
viewed at www.pressserviceinternational.
org/conor-ryan.html
-----------------------Bibliography:
Ryan, Conor, June 2019, Christian Today:
From the Red Pill to the God Pill, available:
https://christiantoday.com.au/news/from-thered-pill-to-the-god-pill.html, accessed 18/06/19

~ Issue 22 Sep - Nov 2020 ~

Are antibacterial
soaps better?
Are anti-bacterial soaps a better
choice than ordinary soaps?
The American Medical Association
suggested these soaps can cause harm
to our health. Along with killing off
bad bacteria, they also kill off good
bacteria, while ordinary soap can kill
off those nasty germs on its own and
still leave the good bacteria intact.
Killing off those good germs can
impact our immune system, particularly those of growing kids. The way to
sustain a good immune system is to
allow our bodies to do their work.
Keeping germs away can encourage
our immune system to become sluggish
and less efficient because it isn’t able to
achieve its purpose. Allowing those
ordinary germs in, will strengthen our
immune response.
Antibacterial soaps may even cause
the nasty bugs out there to become
immune to antibacterials and antibiotics, which may lead to the development of super-bugs that are much
harder to kill off.
Ultimately antibacterial soaps are
more expensive to buy, may impact our
health leading to expensive medical
treatment and possibly long-term
health effects. Let your body do its
work and save yourself some money as
well. [END]

Reasons it’s Good to
Be Single No. 304
I don't have to care about
my social awkwardness, even
if it is 9.4 on the Social Richter
Scale.
7
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China: from Fortune Teller to Faith
by Murray Noble
Open Doors
Amanda* and her husband
come from a small Muslim village
in Northern China. While most
people in her village thought she
was
a
full-time
housewife,
Amanda had a secret. She was a
fortune-teller.
Word began to spread that
Amanda was exceptionally good
at her ‘craft’ of fortune-telling, and
people travelled from other
villages to ask guidance about
their future and seek solutions for
their problems.
But then Amanda was struck
by a mysterious illness. One day
she awoke and was unable to
move any of her limbs. Her
husband rushed her to hospital,
but the doctors were unable to
diagnose the problem.
“I was so afraid,” Amanda
recounted. “Somehow I just knew
God was punishing me. I knew I
must have done something to
displease him.”
Amanda’s
sister
was
a
Christian and visited her in
hospital. She told Amanda, “Jesus
is the only Saviour for all
mankind.”

Church service in state approved
Three Self Church in Urumqi, China
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That night Jesus revealed
himself to Amanda in a dream.
“In the dream, I was in a taxi
and it was very dark outside,”
Amanda recalled.
Children playing in the village streets,
Central China

“We were driving into complete darkness. Suddenly, three
men wearing white robes with
radiant light all around them
appeared on the right-hand
side of the car. I couldn’t see
their faces, but they told me it
was time for me to make a
choice. As quickly as they had
appeared, they were gone.

But
Amanda’s
conversion
hasn’t been free of persecution.
When her father-in-law found out
that she had become a Christian,
he lost his temper and began to
treat Amanda and her children
with contempt.

“Then two men wearing
black robes appeared to the left
of the taxi. They approached
me and tried to entice me to
join them on their side of the
car. Something drew me
inexplicably to the pure white
robes, so I got out on the righthand side of the taxi.”

“When I came back, I found
bruises on their faces. My heart
just broke.”
To this day, Amanda’s children
are afraid of staying with their
grand-parents.

“I woke from the dream and
knew immediately that one of
the men in white robes was
Jesus, and that I was to follow
Him. I prayed right there in my
bed and immediately the
paralysis left my body. It has
never returned.”

In spite of the persecution from
her relatives, Amanda continues to
share the gospel with others.
Many have found the Lord, and
up until the coronavirus crisis
began, they were meeting once a
week to read the Bible and pray
together.

Miraculously, her husband
experienced the same dream
months later, and also came to
faith.

Even in the hardest places to
follow
Jesus,
his
light
is
continuing to shine through
believers just like Amanda. [END]

Amanda’s ‘craft’ has been
changed by her encounter with
Christ. Now, when people come to
ask for wisdom and solutions to
their problems, Amanda points
them towards Jesus. She prays
that he will illuminate their lives
with his truth and love.

*Name changed for security purposes
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“On one occasion, I had to
go out, so I left my children in
the care of their grandparents,”
Amanda shared.

------------------------------Bibliography:
Noble, Murray, 17 June 2020, Open Doors:
from Fortune Teller to Faith, available:
www.opendoors.org.au/persecuted-christians/
blog/from-fortune-teller-to-faith/accessed
25/07/20
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God is a Fountain of Sending Love
by Mike Frost

source.

fountain!

mikefrost.net

After them, the Islamic world
built fountains in Pasargades,
Lahore, Alhambra and Istanbul.

Why am I talking about
fountains? Well, I was reading this
from one of my favorite writers,
the South African missiologist,
David Bosch the other day:

Who doesn’t love a fountain?
Fountains are extravagantly,
unceasingly festive.
Whether it’s the continuous
trickle of Rome’s Trevi fountain,
or the exuberant bursts of the
Bellagio fountain in Las Vegas, a
fountain is a thing of joy.
Some fountains are flashy and
show-offy, like Seoul’s Banpo
Bridge
Moonlight
Rainbow.
Others, like New York’s Bethesda
fountain in Central Park, are
stately and majestic.
Human beings have been
figuring out how to move water
since time immemorial. The
Assyrians, the Egyptians, the
Greeks, they all built ingenious
systems for hoisting water from
rivers for drinking and irrigation.
But the Romans perfected it. They
built aqueducts and public baths.
They worked out how to make
fountains spray water into the air
by using the pressure of water
flowing from a distant and higher

And
then,
during
the
Renaissance, Europeans went
crazy for fountains. They built
them everywhere and in every
possible configuration.
But in this day and age, with
our hot and cold running water
and our swimming pools and
jacuzzis, what exactly is the point
of a fountain?
Surely, they serve no purpose
other than to be sheer, unadulterated fun.
Nowhere is this more obvious
than Jaume Plensa’s hilarious
Crown Fountain in Chicago’s
Millennium Park.
More than merely a fountain, it
is an interactive public art display.
The video sculptures on the two
huge glass brick towers regularly
change and move and occasionally
“spit” water into the enormous
black granite reflecting pool
between them.
Like I said, who doesn’t love a

“Mission is thereby seen as a
movement from God to the
world; the church is viewed as
an instrument for that mission.
There is church because there is
mission, not vice versa.”
He concluded,
“To participate in mission is
to participate in the movement
of God’s love toward people,
since God is a fountain of
sending love.”
A fountain of sending love?
Not just a cleansing flood,
washing away every “spot or
wrinkle,” like Paul says in
Ephesians 5:26-27.
Not just “water from the wells
of salvation,” as in Isaiah 12:3.
Not even just a “fount of every
blessing,” like it says in the old
hymn.
But a fountain of sending love.
Bosch is saying that God’s love
for and orientation toward the
world He created is so central to
His character that it cannot but
move Him into that world. We see
God leaning into the world in the
act of creation when He sends out
his missionary (sent) word to
fashion order from the chaos.
We see it in His presence with
Adam and Eve in the garden, and
His devotion to Israel. We see it in
Him sending His son to redeem
the world to Himself.
That God - the sent-andsending God - is the one from
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change from convex to concave
shapes, giving an ever-changing
movement to the sphere. As the
films of water break into spray,
the sphere has a drape of mist,
falling onto the top hexagonal
pool.
whom flows such love, it sweeps
up the redeemed souls and
propels them out into the stillbroken world, like a fountain.
That’s why there’s a church.
The church is the redeemed
community of sent ones. Like the
cascading flow from a magnificent
fountain, the church exists for this
- to bring joy and hope to a broken
world.
One of my favorite fountains is
in my hometown. The El Alamein
fountain in Sydney’s Kings Cross
is a gorgeous 1961 modernist
design evoking a huge dandelion
of water above a series of four
terraced pools. The spherical
bronze fountain head comprises
211 radially arranged ‘stalks’, with
an overall diameter of 12 ft 6 in
(3.81m). Each stalk sprays a small
amount, but together they create a
balloon of water.
Due to the effect of wind, the
saucer-shaped films of water

Recently, the El Alamein
underwent a major restoration and
was turned off for a number of
months. Without the filmy flow of
water, the structure just looks
jagged and ugly. In fact, all
fountains look weird when the
water is turned off. But the El
Alamein looks scary.
That’s a metaphor for the
church. As David Bosch said, there
is church because there is mission,
not the other way round. We were
designed to participate in the flow
of God’s fountain of sending love.
Each of us is like a stalk on the El
Alamein
fountain,
each
contributing its small part.
We were designed to let the
love of God flow through us to the
world, to the lost, to the poor, the
marginalized, the outcast, the
rejected and scorned. We were
designed to be a beautiful, fun,
exuberant, expression of God’s
sending love. Children and the
poor should splash in the stream,

the lonely and lost should gambol
beneath the torrent.
And when we don’t, we look
ugly - or scary.
Don’t stem the flow. Don’t try
to turn off the faucet. Lean out into
the world that God loves and let
the fountain explode with life and
hope. [END]
--------------------------Biography
Michael Frost is an internationally
recognised Australian missiologist
and one of the leading voices in the
missional church movement.
His books are required reading in
colleges and seminaries around the
world and he is much sought after as
an international conference speaker.
Dr Frost has been the founding
director of the Tinsley Institute, a
mission study centre located at
Morling College in Sydney, Australia,
since 1999. He has also been an
adjunct lecturer at various seminaries
in the United States.
He is the author or editor of
sixteen theological books, the most
recent of which are the popular and
award-winning, “The Shaping of
Things to Come” (2003), “Exiles”
(2006), “The Road to Missional’ (2011)
and “Surprise the World!” (2016).
Frost’s work has been translated
into German, Korean, Swedish,
Portuguese and Spanish.
Mike was one of the founders of
the Forge Mission Training Network
and the founder of smallboatbigsea a
missional
Christian
community,
based in Manly in Sydney’s north.
Michael Frost blogs at mikefrost.net.
He lives in Manly, Australia with his
wife Carolyn.

--------------------------Bibliography
Frost, Michael, 18 September 2019,
Mike Frost: God is a fountain of sending
love, available: https://mikefrost.net/godis-a-fountain-of-sending-love/,
accessed
19/09/19
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Rev. Hon Fred Nile’s Legacy
by Ross Clifford
Press Service International
It is an honour to be able to
share in this tribute to the founder
of the Christian Democratic Party.
Fred has served in the party, now
known as CDP, for 38 years, being
its guide and inspiration.

the market place. This is one of the
first occasions where the early
leaders of the church have gone
beyond the Jewish Synagogue into
the pagan world. What Paul does
in these verses is a model of
market place ministry. A person
who approaches ministry this
way, God can use.

Fred Nile is one of the few
people in the history of our
country who has been able to form
a political party that wins
Parliamentary seats and is able to
influence society and its direction.
Not only that, one of his lasting
contributions is that he has
modelled what a minority party
should look like. He has never
sought to disrupt the elected
Government but rather amend
bills where appropriate, oppose
bad and immoral legislation and
ensure legislation based on
Christian principles is considered
and debated.

Firstly we see that when Paul
went into the market place he was
distressed (verse 16). He was
distressed
by
the
ungodly
lifestyles and worship. Fred Nile is
distressed! When Fred stood in
opposition to the gay Mardi Gras,
it was not for lack of love for those
involved, but he was distressed
for where this lifestyle would lead.

As I reflect on what I should
say in this tribute, I believe God
would have me address why he
has been able to use Fred Nile.
Fred Nile would be the first to
acknowledge that any political
‘success’ he has had is because of
God’s call on his life.

God has been able to use Fred
because he is distressed for our
community and the choices that
are being made.

When he served the Billy
Graham
crusade,
he
was
distressed for those outside of
Christ. As he stands against the
recent abortion legislation, again
he is distressed for human life and
human dignity.

Additional Points
Secondly, God could use Fred

because he was prepared to ‘go.’
Paul didn’t stay in the safety of the
synagogue/church, he went into
the Greek market place and
debated in the streets. In today’s
world, it would be similar to Paul
going to Oxford Street and then
going into the NSW Parliament.
Fred of course grew a team of
people who had the same heart
and were prepared to go for the
sake of the Gospel.
Thirdly, God could use Fred
because like the Apostle Paul, he
understood the concerns of his
culture. The people of Athens
were
looking
for
spiritual
direction and meaning and Paul
addressed that. Fred has also been
an evangelist, but also, he
understood the community was
concerned about moral and social
issues, for example the tobacco
industry - whilst Government and

A little while ago I did an
interview on Fred and why I
support him. I indicated that in
my mind that Fred is a ‘market
place’ minister. That means his
call is to serve the kingdom of God
outside the walls of the church.
Not only to serve individually, but
to raise up an ‘army’ to serve with
him.
When one looks at Acts 17:1632 we read of the Apostle Paul in
11
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Considering Contributing
to SPAG Magazine?

major political parties wouldn’t
take them on, he did! It is not an
exaggeration to say we live in a
smoke free environment because
Fred Nile understood the concerns
of parents and people of good will
about tobacco.
Fred has also stood up against
the coal seam gas industry. He has
done all he can to meet the desires
of the people of NSW to have a
flourishing life in a healthy
community.
Fourthly, God could use Fred
Nile because he took a stand. The
Apostle Paul just didn’t enter the
market place to build relationships, important as that may be, he
stood for the things of God. He
expressed his concerns about
where society was going and even
spoke
of
repentance
and
judgement.
Just one illustration of Fred
taking a stand is Aboriginal land
rights. Over 30 years ago, he
supported the initial bill for
Aboriginal land rights. The
opposition party pointed out this
would cost him half his votes. He
knew that was right, but he
followed his conscience and the
Aboriginal people have never
forgotten that because of Fred’s
stand, the bill was passed.
Fifthly, God could use Fred
because he shares Jesus. In
Parliament he ensures that at
appropriate times, the message of
the Gospel is shared. This is
particularly seen at Christmas and
at Easter. He stands beside
members of Parliament, whatever
their persuasion, in their time of
need, and prays for them,
supports them and shares Jesus.

Billy Graham

Lastly, God could use Fred
Nile, because like the Apostle
Paul, he knew there would be
abuse, rejection and ill will, but he
remained firm to the call. If
necessary he would give his life to
that call.
I have travelled with Fred
across the State and have been
involved with him for many years
and his ministry. He has many
political
achievements
and
successes
(in
the
Christian
Democratic
Party),
but
his
ultimate legacy is that he remains
true to his calling. [END]
-----------------Biography
Rev Dr Ross Clifford AM is the
Principal of Morling College (NSW
Baptist) and author of numerous books
many of which focus on Christian
Apologetics. He is a Vice President of the
Baptist World Alliance, President of the
Asian Baptist Association, an acclaimed
international preacher and speaker, a
columnist in many Christian publications,
winner of many national and international
awards and for many years the Sunday
evening Sydney Radio 2CH host. Ross is
married to Bev, father and grandfather.
------------------------Bibliography:
Clifford, Ross, undated, Christian Today:
Rev. Hon Fred Nile’s Legacy, available:
https://christiantoday.com.au/news/rev-honfred-niles-legacy.html, accessed 28/06/20
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We like to share articles on various
Christian and related topics and would
be happy to consider your submission.1,2
Perhaps you have a dramatic story
about an incident in your life in which
God helped you through.
Do you have a particular topic
you’d like to share with others?
You may have a short entertaining
story of fiction you think our readers
might enjoy (Christian related.)
Email your contribution to our
Editor Vicki Nunn, by submitting your
enquiry via email:
spagmag@yahoo.com.au
----------------------Notes:
1. as SPAG Magazine is a free publication, no
funding is presently available for any submissions.
2. You agree and will comply with our requirement
that your article/story is your own creation and not
extracted from any other person or source.

Tantalising Trivia
When the first season of Happy
Days was being recorded, the TV
network
ruled
that
Henry
Winkler’s character Fonzie could
not wear a black leather jacket
because it made him look like a
hoodlum. They’d only allow him
to wear the jacket as protection
while riding his motorcycle.
The show’s producer though,
wanted Fonzie to always wear the
jacket, so he exploited a loophole.
In that first season, every scene
in which Fonzie appeared, he was
either sitting on or standing near
his motorcycle, sometimes just
leaning on it and at other times
polishing it, enabling the character
to wear the jacket in every scene
in which he appeared.
Soon the network changed its
decision and before long, Fonzie
became one of the most iconic and
beloved characters of 1970s
television.
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Words from Yesteryear
by Vicki Nunn
If I was a gambler, I’d lay a bet
that today you used an expergefactor.
While it may sound like something mathematical or possibly even
something revolting you spat up, it
in fact refers to something that
awoke you, such as your alarm
clock. It could also be your children,
or perhaps something noisy outside
your window.
Next time your teenager wakes
you up unnecessarily, you can yell
at them, “Get out of here you
expergefactor!” which may keep
them quietly occupied for several
minutes while they look it up on the
internet in the vain hope they can
prove that you swore at them.
On the other hand, if you do
have kids, you may have spent time
last night in uhtceare, which isn’t
some specialised hospital ward, but
means that you were unable to sleep
since you were lying awake until
sunrise because you were worrying
about something, very likely your
teenager. This same teenager may
once have been a lennochmore,
which refers to an overly large
newborn baby, and could also be a
good indication of how they seem to
be behaving in their teens.
Once you get out of bed, you
pantofle your feet before you
stagger out to the bathroom, which
you may have guessed refers to
keeping your tootsies warm and
cosy, such as in your slippers.
Upon returning to the bedroom
you see there’s a staddle in your
mattress, which refers to the dent or
hollow you left in your mattress
from where you were laying.
After breakfast and while getting

13

dressed, you notice the time so you
grubble about in your cupboard and
drawers to find your keys and your
wallet. Grubbling is similar to
groping, but in a less organised
way, possibly at times when you’re
in a hurry.
You notice a culf on your clothes
and pick it off, which is a feather
that may have escaped from your
pillow, the mattress or quilt during
the night.
Now for a Bit of Fun
On the right-hand side on this
and the following page, you’ll find
some more old words and their
definitions in alphabetical order, to
help you work out the remainder of
this short story. Can you read it and
not giggle?
You go through the vomitorium
and then to your garage, and the
quaaltagh
is
your
next-door
neighbour. As you sit in the car you
wriggle due to shivviness, and idle
the motor while you wait for the
slitherum neighbour to walk their
dog past your driveway. Thankfully
he didn’t stop and try to paddynoddy with you today. He’s likes to
parwhobble and omperlodge, and
enjoys the odd nipperkin. He’s a bit
of an outspeckle in the neighbourhood due to the 600 brightlypainted gnomes in his front garden,
but at least he’s not polyrumptious
like the neighbour on the other side,
who’s yard always looks quite
shackbaggerly. You wished he
would titty-toit it more regularly.
You arrive at work where you’re
almost immediately accosted by the
office rawgabbit who encourages
you to join them in their cramboclink before you’ve even had time to
sit
down.
Thankfully
you’re
interrupted by the office aptycock,
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Yesteryear words and meanings
 aptycock: a young man who is
quick-witted or clever;
 bang-a-bonk: to lazily sit on a
riverbank;
 bauchle: a worn out old shoe;
 clomphing: to walk in shoes which
are too big;
 cockalorum: a little man with a large
ego;
 crambo-clink: a pointless and longwinded conversation;
 crinkie-winkie: having poor
reasoning for not doing some-thing;
 crum-agrackle: a difficult or
awkward situation;
 crumpsy: grumpy;
 cuddle-me-buff: a beer;
 cureckitycooing: to flirt or cuddle
and kiss with someone;
 dauncy: a person who looks unwell;
 deosculate: to warmly kiss;
 eedle-doddle: a muddle-headed
person who shows no resourcefulness in a crisis;
 facinorous: horribly wicked;
 fauchle: to make mistakes at work
often due to tiredness;
 flench: when the weather appears it
will improve through the day, but
doesn’t;
 floby-mobly: to feel not exactly
unwell nor perfectly fit;
 fudgel: to appear to be working
when you’re not;
 grumpsy: irritable;
 hansper: painful stiffness in the legs,
due to a long walk;
 inisitijitty: a ridiculous looking ,
worthless person;
 jargogle: to mix up or confuse;
 jeddarty-jiddarty: tangled;
 kench: to loudly laugh;
 mundle: to be interrupted while
working or to do something
awkwardly;
13
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who tells you about his cureckitycooing with Meredith from Sales.
The situation gets rather crumagrackle when he starts providing
too many intimate details about
their last date after he deosculated
her.
You get a little grumpsy with the
aptycock when he comments on the
dark circles under your eyes and
asks if you’re dauncy, and you
realise you do feel a little flobymobly, recognising that your
hansper is likely due to the outing
through the spinkie-den with your
partner the day before.
Walking past your office is the
young, inisitijitty receptionist who’s
always fauchling and vargle, and
likely eedle-doddle. She’s usually
crinkie-winkie when given a task
she doesn’t like, and is the complete
opposite of the previous receptionist
who was peg-puff.
You pick up a nawpy and try to
work, but spend the morning
mundled, and by eleven o’clock it
looks like you’ve been fudgelling,
and feel relieved when you learn
that
the
cockalorum,
ultracrepidarian Chief Executive has
called in sick. He’s a pain and often
liked to jargogle junior staff and
you’ve begun to wonder if he’s a
facinorous snollygoster.
After the eleven o’clock staff
meeting, you kench as you realised
you’d yawmagorped the whole way
through it.
By lunch-time you wish you
could bang-a-bonk with a cuddleme-buff, but realise that outside it
looks flench anyway.
You notice you’re wearing a
bauchle as you slochet around, and
head off to the nearest shoe-store.
Initially you almost trip over in a
pair because of the jeddarty-jiddarty
laces, then after clomphing around
you ask for a smaller size. As a
result of being almost sillerless, you
14

choose a less expensive pair. Then
you eat a sliving with ham and
tomato before recommencing work.
[END]

Yesteryear words and meanings
 nawpy: a new pen;
 nipperkin: small swig of a drink;
 omperlodge: to contradict or
disagree with someone
 outspeckle: laughing stock;
 paddy-noddy: a tediously long
story;
 parwhobble: to seize control of a
conversation;
 peg-puff: a young woman who
displays the manners of an older
woman;
 polyrumptious: rude and
disruptive or raucous;
 quaaltagh: the first person you
spot as you leave your house.
 rawgabbit: a person who talks on a
subject about which they know
nothing, possibly a gossip who
shares it in a whisper;
 shackbaggerly: in a disorderly
way;
 shivviness: an uncomfortable
feeling due to wearing new
underwear;
 sillerless: having no money;
 slitherum: a slow-moving person
who dawdles;
 sliving: thin slice of bread;
 slochet: to walk slowly because
your shoes may fall off;
 snollygoster: an intelligent person
who possesses no principles;
 spinkie-den: a clearing in a forest
where there are wildflowers;
 titty-toit: to tidy up;
 ultracrepidarian: someone who’s
insistent on sharing their ‘valuable’
opinion with everyone;
 vargle: to undertake an unpleasant
task, or to work in a messy way;
 vomitorium: a passage used to exit
a building.
 yawmagorp: to yawn constantly.

Tantalising Trivia
In 1962 a guernsey
cow from Iowa by the
name of Fawn was
swept up in a tornado
and landed safely in a neighbour’s
patch about 800m away. While she was
there Fawn became acquainted with a
bull and eventually wandered back to
her own home pasture. Several months
later she gave birth to a calf.
In 1967, Fawn was out grazing
when another tornado swept her up
into the air. Startled tourists passing by
in a bus saw Fawn flying high up in the
air and watched as the storm placed
her gently back onto her four hooves,
suffering no major injury.
After the second incident, the cow’s
family decided that the risk in tornado
season was too great, and would put
her into the shelter of the barn when
there were storm warnings. Fawn the
guernsey cow from Iowa lived to the
ripe old bovine age of 25.

Advertising Promotion

~ Miss Terry Woman ~
www.missterrywoman.com

From classic to quirky, you can find
a huge variety of products with
graphic

designs

created

by

Australian Christian artist Vicki Nunn:
 Clothing;
 Kitchenware;
 Phone covers;
 Clocks;
 Canvases;
 Stationery;
 and so much more!
There'll be something to please you
at 'Miss Terry Woman.'
Links to the different shops:
www.missterrywoman.com
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Trans Activists Denounce Feminists for Stating
‘Only Females Get Cervical Cancer’
~ Trans activists are weaponizing cervical cancer in a fight against feminists ~
by Jonathon van
Maren
LifeSite News
There are plenty of LGBT
media sites crowding the market
these days, but as British
commentator Douglas Murray has
pointed out, few achieve the sheer
“malice” of Pink News.
Pink News is a launchpad for
vicious attacks on anyone who
disagrees with the LGBT agenda,
and these days, it is the “T” for
“transgender” in that acronym
that is getting the most attention.
Consider this July 13 headline1,
for example: “UK’s biggest
cervical cancer charity shuts down
disgustingly transphobic lie that
‘only females get cervical cancer.’”
I’ll give you a moment to blink,
re-read that, and confirm that you
read what you thought you read.

As it turns out, the idea that “only
females get cervical cancer” is a
“disgustingly transphobic lie.”
This is because we have now
‘discovered’ that gender is fluid,
and that many men have cervixes
(and, to be fair, many women have
penises.)

confirms that LGBT people:

The headline was triggered by
a trending hashtag noting that
“only females get cervical cancer.”
Jo’s
Cervical
Cancer
Trust
responded by tweeting:

They then published a series of
tweets - which is the sort of thing
that passes for journalism these
days - condemning the feminists
(TERFs) who apparently got the
hashtag trending.

“We’re aware that a hashtag
is trending that raises the issue
of gender identity and cervical
health. At Jo’s we want to
ensure everyone with a cervix
has access to the information
and support they need to
attend
#CervicalScreening,
regardless of their gender
identity.”
According to Pink News, this

“…should have access to
support and information about
cervical cancer and smear tests,
including trans and non-binary
people” despite the “disgusting
Twitter campaign by transphobes.”

According to one tweeter
identified as a “cis lesbian:”
“Transphobes weaponizing
cervical cancer just so they can
transphobe
harder
is
undoubtedly the most vile
thing I’ve seen in awhile. They
would rather see trans men,
intersex and non-binary folks
dead than see them screened.
This is so unnecessary.”
It seems that every story on
trans issues these days always
ends with gaslighting. Is anybody
saying that folks who identify as
transgender (or non-binary, which
Douglas
Murray
noted
is
indistinguishable from shouting
“Look at me! Look at me!”) should
not have access to healthcare? Is
that the claim or proposal being
put forward? Of course not.
Only Pink News and their
flamboyant fascistic followers are
claiming this in order to excuse
their vicious attacks.
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Feminists insisting cervical
cancer is a female thing probably
seems reasonable to most people,
so they simply change the debate
and claim that what the feminists
are actually doing is proposing
that trans people be left to die
without healthcare. Which nobody
has suggested, except for the
activists weaponizing an argument about gender and turning it
into an argument about violence.

ideology do not think that men get
cervical cancer. But many ordinary
people can be persuaded that
denying people healthcare is cruel.

Trans activists are brilliant at
ensuring that debates are fought
on their terms so that they never
have to respond to claims they
wish to ignore. Thus, they can
always accuse their opponents of
being
genuinely
dangerous.
Feminists are not saying that
“trans women” should not have
healthcare. They are saying that
“trans women” are actually men,
and men do not have cervixes.

-----------------

They are also not saying that
“trans men” should not get
healthcare. They are saying that
the reason “trans men” have
cervixes is that “trans men” are
actually biological women. This
debate isn’t about who should get
healthcare. It is about whether you
can change your sex by force of
will.
Of course, the trans activists do
not want to have that discussion.
That debate is closed, because
they said so. Ordinary people who
have not been driven crazy by
16

And thus, the trans activists are
libelling the feminists in hopes of
having that discussion instead.
[END]

----------------Note:
1. https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2020/07/13/joscervical-cancer-charity-trans-non-binary-smeartest-intersex-transphobia-gender-identity/

Jonathon’s new podcast, The Van Maren
Show, is dedicated to telling the stories of the
pro-life and pro-family movement.
In his latest episode, he interviews Abigail
Shrier, the author of Irreversible Damage: The
Transgender Craze Seducing Our Daughters.
They discuss the explosion of teenage girls
identifying as transgender. They also discuss
how the trans movement is destroying an
entire generation of girls and how this sinister
ideology has spread so quickly. You can
subscribe here and listen to the episode on this
link:
----------------Biography:
Jonathon Van Maren is a public
speaker, writer, and pro-life activist. His
commentary has been translated into
more than eight languages and published
widely online as well as print newspapers
such as the Jewish Independent, the National
Post, the Hamilton Spectator and others. He
has received an award for combating antiSemitism in print from the Jewish
organisation B’nai Brith. His commentary
has been featured on CTV Primetime,
Global News, EWTN, and the CBC as well
as dozens of radio stations and news
outlets in Canada and the United States.
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He speaks on a wide variety of
cultural topics across North America at
universities, high schools, churches, and
other functions. Some of these topics
include abortion, pornography, the Sexual
Revolution, and euthanasia. Jonathon
holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in history
from Simon Fraser University, and is the
communications director for the Canadian
Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform.
Jonathon’s first book, The Culture War,
was released in 2016.
-----------------Bibliography:
Van Maren, Jonathon, 15 July 2020, LifeSite
News:
www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/transactivists-denounce-feminists-for-claiming-onlyfemales-get-cervical-cancer, accessed 17/07/20

Words of Wisdom
“The aim is to love God
because the pure heart loves
loving God and because the
true mind knows He deserves
it.
Unlike the accusations and
beliefs of the critics and
skeptics, it is neither an
obligation of duty; nor a fear of
damnation; nor a wish for
power; nor a desire to appear
more righteous than others; nor
because God needs it; but
because through all love, truth,
reason, faith, honesty, and joy
in and beyond oneself and the
universe, He is worthy.”
Criss Jam
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Rich Cheese and Mutant
Vampire Piglets
by Vicki Nunn
SPAG Editor
I've seen movies and read
books which have suggested that
partaking in rich or spicy foods
and snacks close to bed-time can
affect one's dreams. I've always
taken this idea with a grain of salt
and thought uncharitably, that the
suggestions came from people
with overactive imaginations or
were simply old wives tales, that
was, until the evening, I enjoyed
some rather rich cheese (Havarti
and Brie) before cleaning my teeth
and heading off to bed.
That night I had some of the
weirdest dreams I've had in years:
the main one that made any kind
of sense (if you can call it that) was
about mutant vampire piglets and
kittens that I had to rescue before
they developed full-on blood lust.

I rescued them in the hope that
they could be given an antidote.

idea. We’d certainly make an
interesting world wouldn't we?

Meantime we were being
pursued by the real human
vampires who were trying to
prevent me from rescuing the little
creatures, and from telling the
world that vampires existed.

I’ve also experienced dreams
that were complete from beginning to end. After I shared the
storyline of one dream to a friend
of mine, she asked if I saw the
movie credits roll down when it
was over. While I was tempted to
pinch her for her cheeky response,
at least she didn’t derisively ask if
it was rated P.G, for pretty
ghastly.

Weird huh?
I also had another strange
dream that same night, where
everyone that was in it, including
myself, were odd shaped pieces of
toys that could be fitted together
to make complete toys.
Unfortunately a giant
taken control of the world
wouldn’t give anyone their
dom, destroying anyone
defied him.

had
and
freewho

The whole idea of being a
strange bit of plastic that was
completely useless on its own, but
was part of a larger item is quite
odd. Perhaps it says something
about how I see the world and
mankind. Perhaps in my mind I
sub-consciously believe that we
should all try to get along, because
without
each
other,
we’re
incomplete. Either that or it was
just a bizarre dream completely
devoid of any deep and meaningful content whatsoever, and an
indication that I should really
avoid rich cheese before bed.
On a similar vein I once
dreamed that everyone in the
world was made of drops of paint
and we were each a different
colour. When we got together,
we’d make completely new
colours that don’t presently exist
in our world. I kind of like that
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Another time, after a restful,
dreamless night, I woke up quite
early one morning, just as the sun
was rising. When I came to, I
found myself sitting upright in
bed, turning the alarm on my
clock off and on repeatedly. I'm
not sure what I was trying to
achieve, but I did find the entire
experience a little 'alarming!' [END]

Tantalising Trivia
There once was a pig from
Houston Texas called Priscilla who
was out in a field foraging about
when she noticed that a boy
swimming in Lake Somerville nearby
was struggling to keep his head
above water. Eleven year old
Anthony Melton had swum out a
little too far and got into difficulties.
It was Priscilla the Pig to the
rescue! She swam out to Anthony,
and using her snout, she managed to
nudge his head above the water and
held it there until he could grab hold
of her collar. Then Priscilla swam
back to shore with Anthony in tow
and he was saved! Now you might
think this story is a bit of a porker,
but it’s actually true.
17
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A Talk Over Tea:
a Lord-Willing Attitude
by Lisa Copen
A friend of mine is fond of
saying: “Life is what happens
when you’re making other plans.”
This quaint little saying seems
to be not only an outline of the
turn of events in my life, but also
words of wisdom.
How much I like a plan, a clear
set of expectations, something
solid that I can look forward to.
God, however, wants us to trust
Him, not our plans, and that
should be enough.
My struggle is often over
letting go of searching “God’s
will” (i.e. my action plan approved
by God) and rather just seeking
God. For what God desires is not
to be my consultant or my business partner, but my friend.
Celebrating and being content
with what we have been given is
not only a wise suggestion but a
commandment from God.
“Why, you do not even
know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life?…
Instead you ought to say, ‘If it
is the Lord’s will we will live
and do this or that’”
James 4: 14-15 [NIV]

My great-grandmother used to
add the words “Lord-willing” to
the end of every plan she made.
She never said, “We’ll have a
picnic” without adding the words
“Lord-willing” to the end of the
sentence.
What a wonderful, comforting
perspective for life, for it assures
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us if it does not happen it is
because it was not in God’s will!
Living just for today can be
difficult when we have an illness,
because we are put in the position
of trying to predict what a medication may do to us, positively or
negatively. We must plan for our
financial stability and we have
concerns about who will care for
our children or aging parents, if
we are unable to assist.
Chronic illness is often degenerative, which can throw us into a
lifetime of going through the grief
cycle every time that we lose
another ability. Just as we must
not look too far forward, however,
we also must not dwell on the
past. This is why we are told:
“Do not say, ‘Why were the
old days better than these?’ For
it is not wise to ask such
questions’” Ecclesiastes 7:10 [NIV]
God did not simply tell us not
to worry about tomorrow and
then let us be, however, He
promised His strength for all of
the days of our life. As the hymn
says, “Because He lives, I can face
tomorrow, because He lives, all
fear is gone…”
Although we may feel as
though our bones are growing
weak and the affliction is overwhelming (Psalms 31:10), “It is
God who arms me with strength
and makes my way perfect” (2
Samuel 22:33).
Lastly, we must remember that
God is always in control. Everything we encounter in life has been
“Father-filtered.” “When times are
good, be happy; but when times
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are bad, consider: God has made
the one as well as the other…”
Therefore, a man cannot
discover anything about his
future” (Ecc. 7:13,14).
When God is in control, we can
surrender our plans and know
that He has promised us his best
for our lives.
Your friend on this journey,
- Lisa [END]
-------------------------Biography:
Lisa Copen began RestMinistries.com in
1996, a non-profit, Christian organi-sation
for those who live with chronic illness, and
sent out daily devotionals which provided
encouragement to people around the world.
You can find the archive of Lisa’s articles on
this link: restministries.com/blog/tag/lisacopen/
Since then Lisa has written a number of
books on living with chronic illness, the last
one was “Refresh Me, Lord,” a book of
prayers on topics related to the everyday
struggles of having a chronic illness, while
praying the scriptures.
Lisa has lived with rheumatoid arthritis
for over 20 years and resides in San Diego,
CA, USA with her husband and son.
You can join Lisa on her new website
where she has some wonderful and
inspirational Christian jewellery and items
for sale. The link to Lisa’s Gutsy Goodness
store is here: www.gutsygoodness.com
-------------------Bibliography:
Copen, Lisa, 11 February 2012, Rest Ministries: A
Talk Over Tea - A Lord-Willing Attitude, avail-able:
restministries.com/blog/ 2010/01/12/a-talk-over-tea-alord-willing-attitude/, accessed 21/09/20
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What is it? And It’s a Weird World After All
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Slaughter in Oromia,
Ethiopia
Ababa of a popular ethnic
Oromo singer has triggered an
explosion of ethnic-religious
violence.
The violence appears organised, designed to destabilise the
nation and derail the reforms of
Prime Minister Abiy (a Protestant Christian.)
Commencing at 4.00am on
30 June, gangs of Oromo
nationalists specifically targeted ethnic Amhara Ethiopian
Orthodox Christians living in
some 40 districts of Oromia
region.
Victims
were
clubbed,
hacked and stoned to death.
The toll to date is 239 dead with
some 300 wounded, many
critically.
Some 3,360 Amhara Christians were displaced and
sheltering in churches.
Along with businesses, 493
homes belonging to Amhara
Christians were torched. Some
4,700 arrests have been made,
including that of Oromo
nationalist
leader
Jawar
Mohammed (a fundamentalist
Muslim.) The situation is
explosive.*

Christian church in Ethiopia
19

Prayer Points:
 Lord
bring
peace
to
Ethiopia, in particular at this
time to the Oromia region;
may your steadfast love be
felt.
 Pray for comfort to those
who are grieving; heal those
who are wounded; provide
food, water, shelter and
medical aid to those who are
displaced,
and
impart
wisdom, grace, energy and
authority to those who seek
to lead according to the will
and purpose of the Lord.
 Father complete the good
work in Ethiopia; may all
evil plots be thwarted; and
may the Lord bless our
 brother Prime Minister Abiy
with
security,
wisdom,
insight, discernment and
strength, all while keeping
him humble.
----------------*Source: Christian Faith and Freedom
---------------------Bibliography:
Unknown author, 24 July 2020, Voice of
the Martyrs - Ethiopia: Slaughter in
Oromia, available: vom.com.au/ethiopiaslaughter-in-oromia/, accessed 25/07/20

Can you guess what the close-up
image of this item is below? Go to
page 47 for the answer.

It’s a Weird World
After All
~ Extremophiles ~
Extremophiles are minute organisms that live and grow in extreme
conditions that are usually impossible for complex organic life-forms
such as human beings, to survive.
Researchers are discovering more of
them every year.
Some were discovered happily
living in the vents of underwater
volcanoes, while in a mine in
Canada, some were found that
breath sulphur and eat rocks such as
pyrite.
In the image below, you’ll note
the bright colours of The Grand
Prismatic Spring in Yellowstone
National Park, USA which are
produced by extremophiles.

Group of Ethiopian Christian women
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Loving a Christian Battling Same-Sex Attraction
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Loving a Christian Battling
Same-Sex Attraction
by John Wesley
Reid
As long as division declares
victory between the Church and
society...
As
long
as
progressive
narratives poison the integrity of
biblical doctrine...
As long as suicide plagues our
fellow image bearers...

that moment was to affirm our
friendship. I told him:
"As far as our friendship
goes, this doesn't change anything. You're not my 'friend
with
same-sex
attraction,'
you're my friend, and I'm going
to walk with you through this."

Disclosing homosexual feelings
is very scary for anyone in that
position. So much greater is this
fear when they've grown up in the
Then even longer so must this
Church. The fear of
discussion
being sidelined from
"As far as our
continue
in
a community that
efforts to bring friendship goes, this
you're well invested
healing, provide
in, and who should
doesn't change
under-standing,
be your rock in this
and
pursue anything. You're not
time, is terrifying.
unity; never with
my 'friend with
To be clear, I
the intent to
same-sex
attraction,'
firmly believe that
marginalize and
the
Bible,
the
you're my friend,
never at the
infallible Word of
expense
of
and I'm going to
God, teaches that
biblical truth.
His intent for holy
walk with you
A Christian
matrimony can only
through this."
friend of mine
exist between a man
disclosed
that
and a woman. This blog is not
he's battled homosexual desires
intended to undermine this truth
for some time now. He told me
but
rather
to
advance
a
this in confidence... and in
conversation
foundational
to
hesitancy.
restoration.
Thoughts immediately began to
I've had numerous friends who
swirl around in my head:
are gay. I've lived with them,
 Do I ask when these feelings laughed, cried, and walked with
started?
them in life. I've heard their
 Do I remind him that scripture stories. Regardless of their
speaks against homosexuality?
position on the issue, my position
 Do I tell him to join an remained the same: They are as
accountability group for these broken as anyone and as equally
deserving of love– and equally in
things?
While those questions certainly need of restoration.
merit a conversation, the most
important move I could make in
20

In the name of love,
the world will champion the
homosexual lifestyle. While as
Christians, in the name of love, we
champion the name of Jesus in
hopes that the world finds
restoration from their brokenness any brokenness.
Liberal Christianity (a phrase I
wish didn't exist) suggests that
homosexuality isn't a sign of
brokenness,
while
ignoring
biblical text that annotates the
contrary. But who is man to set
this standard? The Word of God
has spoken and the Word of God
is final.
Affirming sinful behavior is
the antithesis of love.
Don't Compromise.
Validate their fear and pursue
healing.

But the manifestation of this
love makes all the difference.
~ Issue 22 Sep - Nov 2020 ~
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Acknowledge that what they're
going through is comprehensively
real, scary, and downright sucks.
Validating
their
fear
is
imperative because whether you
believe it or not, they are terrified,
and the moment you minimize
their fear is the moment you
effectively abandoned the very
person who reached out to you for
help.
Remind them that brokenness
does not diminish their identity in
Christ. Acknowledge that this is
another way for the enemy to
attack, and thus another way for
Father God to glorify Himself in
their deliverance.
Love them as Christ loved
humanity, recognize their pain
and walk with them through the
valley. [END]

For the gospel…
-----------------------Biography:
Hi, my name is John and I love coffee.
As I write this I’m sitting in a local
roastery sipping a “mudslide” espresso
with cream and two and a half sugars.
There are few things in life that I feel merit
precise orchestration with no room for
error, coffee is one of them. My life
belongs to Jesus. I am his son and He is
my King. His work in my life is reason
enough for my faith to be made complete.
He lived to die for me so that I may be
credited righteous thus I will live for Him.
I believe one area that has been greatly
ignored by Christians is culture and
politics. We must be active in representing
our faith in these communities, but not in
a relativistic or compromising way. Full
bio link here.
------------------------Bibliography:
John Wesley Reid, 7 January 2018, available
at: www.johnwesleyreid.com/post/ loving-achristian-battling-same-sex-attraction, accessed
17/07/20
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They Want Me to Say,
"Black Lives Matter"
Liz Gill
SPAG Journalist
They want me to say, "Black
lives matter."
They want me to say, "I see
you."
I have wrestled with this.
These slogans don't seem to
reach the heart of the matter.
They don't tell the whole story.
So, here is what I will say.
Black lives DO matter, as all
lives matter, because God created
you. He sees you, and, so do I.
I see you, bored teenager who
doesn't want to go home because
you don't know what mood
mum will be in when she wakes
up.
I see you, two year-old
wandering the streets in a dirty
nappy with your six year-old
sister looking out for you.
I see you, men and women
hiding bruises from abusive
partners.
I see you, little girl who has
been abused by your once
favourite uncle.
I see you, young man who
believes jail time is the gateway
to manhood.
I see you, who are trying to
escape the cycle.

I see you, university graduate
as you receive that fancy piece of
paper after years of dedication to
your studies.
I see you, police officer trying
to serve, protect, and uphold the
law.
I see you, construction worker
providing for your family.
I see you, checkout lady setting
a good example for your kids.
I see you, as I see myself and
many others around me, broken
people in a broken world.
Some prefer to wallow in their
brokenness and blame everyone
else. Some want to escape but
don't know how. Some are trying
desperately to obtain a better
future for them-selves and their
family.
If we want to see real, lasting
change in society, we have to start
at the heart of the matter. There
has to be change in our hearts, and
only God can change hearts.
So, I pray for you; not prayers
of pity or prayers to ease my
conscience, but prayers that you
will know God and let Him
change you, because He is our
only hope for the reconciliation
and restoration we are looking for.
[END]

I see you, single parent
struggling to give your kids
everything they need.
I see you, grandma striving to
do a better job this time round I
see you, who are looking for
hope.
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They Are Out to Get Us –
and We are Letting Them Do It
by Bill
Muehlenberg
CultureWatch
War has been declared on
everything we value. How will
you respond?
Make no mistake: the secular
left hates Christianity and it hates
Christians. Their hatred of the
West is fuelled by their hatred of
what is the basis of the West: the
Judeo-Christian worldview. The
current round of rioting and
revolution, of cities being set on
fire, and mob violence erupting
everywhere, is simply the latest
manifestation of all this.
There have always been those
who exist to destroy, and not to
create. They exist to tear down,
not to build. They exist to hate,
and not to love. They exist to bring
darkness, and not light. They exist
to find problems everywhere, but
not solutions. They exist to rage
and riot, instead of to mend and to
fix.
The rioting on our streets that
we see today, the buildings being
set on fire, and the churches and
symbols of authority being
attacked are just a part of this.
There have always been such dark
revolutionary
days.
Radical
secular leftism and Communism
have often led the way, seeking to
destroy the churches in particular
and whole cultures in general as
they sought to sweep away
everything in their path.
But they have never fully
succeeded. The French Revolution
failed in the end. The Russian
22

Revolution failed in the end. The
60s countercultural revolution
failed in the end. Although all
these
revolutions
caused
tremendous destruction, suffering
and carnage along the way, they
were not the last word on such
things.
As to the 60s cultural
revolution, sadly I must confess to
being a part of this. I wanted to see
cities burn down. I wanted to see
cops killed. I wanted to see
revolutions explode everywhere. I
did my best to aid and abet the
destruction of the West and its
Christian roots.
As a godless and messed-up
teenager I was up to my ears in
the revolution. I detested the West
and all it stood for, and I detested
things like Christianity. ‘Away
with it all! Burn it all to the ground
and start afresh!’ Of course, I was
self-destructing as well, while
trying to destroy America and the
West.
Many of my friends did not
make it – dying of suicide and
drug overdoses. I should have
been one of them. I was suicidal
and I was a regular drug user. But
God had other plans, and he broke
into my life as a really screwed-up
18-year-old and gloriously saved
me. For those who are interested,
my story is found here: link.
So when I see this latest round
of rioting, rebellion and revolution, I know a bit about it. I have
been there and done that. And as a
student of history, I also see things
repeating. I understand that there
is nothing new under the sun. All
~ Issue 22 Sep - Nov 2020 ~

that we see is angry, rebellious
humanity lashing out at whatever
is around them, with God as their
final object of rage.
Indeed, Christians know that
this has always been the case.
From day one the very good plans
and purposes of God for us have
been opposed and resisted. Satan
has been working 24/7 to thwart
God and his intentions for
mankind. Biblical history is about
one thing: God’s attempts to
redeem mankind through the
Messiah, and Satan’s attempts to
prevent that from happening at all
costs. A brief overview of the
biblical storyline makes this quite
clear:
- Satan tried to destroy God’s
plans way back in the Garden
by turning our first parents
away from God.
- Satan tried to turn man against
God at the Tower of Babel.
- Satan tried to destroy mankind
by provoking the judgment of
God on their horrific evil – but
a godly remnant (Noah and his
family) survived through it all.
- Satan tried to wipe out the
Israelites early on by Pharaoh’s
war on male babies.
- Satan tried to stop the new
nation of Israel at the Red Sea –
but God intervened.
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- Satan tried to repeatedly
corrupt Israel, but God raised
up godly judges.
- Satan tried to kill off the Jews,
but God raised up Esther and
Mordecai for such a time as
that.
- Satan tried to kill off the firstborn males by Herod to
prevent the birth of the
Messiah.
- None of that has worked, so
now Satan is trying to destroy
the church – God’s people.
In these and so many other
episodes that we read about in
Scripture and in church history, it
so often looked like Satan had
gained the upper hand, but God
always prevailed – often by means
of a faithful remnant. But this life
and death struggle continues
today.
So all the chaos, carnage and
craziness that we see all around us
is simply a continuation of this
age-old struggle between God and
Satan – between God’s people and
Satan’s people. The good news is,
we know how it will all end. But
in the meantime, the battle
continues.
A very real war is upon all of
us, whether we like it or not. As
expressed in the second part of
Tolkein’s Lord of the Rings

trilogy, The Two Towers:
Theoden: I will not risk open
war.
Aragorn: Open war is upon
you whether you would risk it
or not.
That pretty well sums up so
much of the Christian church
today. War has been declared
against our faith, our families, and
our freedom, yet most Christians
are blissfully unaware of this – or
just do not care. They really seem
to think that they can just sit this
one out. They really think this
latest
manifestation
of
the
perennial war against Christianity
will not impact them.
Tell ‘em they’re dreaming. We
ALL will be impacted by this.
None can escape. Just as many
small business owners thought
they could ignore the rioting and
thought they would be OK, until
their own business burned to the
ground, so too we have the
majority of Christians with their
heads in the sand.
They are oblivious to the
warfare taking place all around
them. Or worse yet, they may be
vaguely aware of it, but they do
not give a rip. They foolishly think
they are safe from it. They are
living in la la land, oblivious to the
reality that is now taking place.
Some voices have
been sounding the
alarm
for
many
decades
now.
Christian
prophetic
voices have acted as
watchmen
on
the
walls, but their clarion
calls went unheeded,
just like the prophets
of old.
I can think of so
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many relatively recent voices that
sought to sound the alarm – but
mostly in vain. Think of
Chesterton or Fulton J. Sheen or
Malcolm Muggeridge or Francis
Schaeffer or A. W. Tozer or Chuck
Colson and so many others.
Yet we have chosen to ignore
them, pretend everything is just
peachy, and naively think we can
just go about our lives. Such
delusion is killing us, and if we do
not wake up very soon, it really
will be too late. To paraphrase the
famous quote from the German
pastor and Holocaust survivor
Martin Niemoller:
- In the West they first came for
statues of “racist” figures – but
I did not speak up because it
did not concern me.
- Then they came for statues of
Columbus and Washington and
Jefferson and Captain Cook –
but I did not speak up because
these are just ‘old dead white
men’.
- Then they came for religious
statues and monuments – but I
did not speak up because it is
just ‘religion’.
- Then they came for Christian
figures
and
stained-glass
windows – but I did not speak
up because it is just physical
stuff.
- Then they came for churches
and Christian institutions – but
I did not speak up because ‘we
are the church’.
- Then they came for Christians –
but by then it was too late.
Let me close with some
sobering words from an American
Catholic philosopher.
Melissa Moschella penned a
piece some years ago entitled
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“A Time for Heroism.” In it she
said this:
“Perhaps there are times and
places in the history of the
world in which it is possible to
go through life as just an
ordinary, good person - a
faithful spouse, a loving parent,
a concerned citizen, a regular
church-goer, an honest and
industrious
professional
leading a normal, quiet life, not
making waves or standing out
in any way. Perhaps. But the
United States of America in the
year 2014 is not one of those
times and places. Rather, in our
contemporary society, the only
way to be good is to be heroic.
Failing to act with heroism
inevitably makes us complicit
in grave evils.”
Obviously this is even more
true of the West in 2020. Open
warfare is upon us. What will be
your response? You decide –
before it is too late. [END]
---------------------Biography:
American-born Bill Muehlenberg, lives
in Melbourne with his Australian wife
Averil, and they have three sons. The
couple spent five years in Holland
working as missionaries with Youth With
A Mission.
Bill is a spokesman for the Family
Council of Victoria, and has an
independent ministry in pro-faith and
pro-family activism. He is head of an
apologetics/ ethics ministry called Culture
Watch.
In addition to authoring several books,
Bill is a part-time lecturer at several
Melbourne theological colleges.

Introducing SPAG Newest Team Member:

Cath Chegwidden
Cath is a talented author and artist,
and has joined the team as both
Assistant Editor and Journalist. Cath
shared her first article in our last issue
and you can find her latest article
“The Lucky and Clever Country” in
this issue on page 35.
Cath encourages you to dare to
dream. She's been quietly producing
creative works since her childhood
but it was during her 25 year teaching
career that her talent truly blossomed
after she surrendered to Jesus Christ
in 1987.
Medical retirement from teaching
occurred when she was diagnosed
with
brain
health
challenges.
Recognising that her career was at an
end, she believed a fulfilled future
was as well, but God had other plans.
Despite her health issues or
possibly because of them, along with
her artistic talents, Cath was offered
the commission as the Artist in
Residence at the John Hunter Hospital
which included working with clients
in early phase dementia, as well as
those recovering from brain injury
and stroke.
Her research and work enabled
her to write the book “The Anatomy
of an Artwork: A History of Rankin
Park Hospital” published by Hunter
Health.
The final artwork comprised
thirteen panels that used relief
collage, painting and sculpture that
tracked the changes on the Rankin
Park site and in medical technology
over the life of this remarkable
hospital.

create artworks, which generate peace
and calm in highly stressed medical
environments and to witness about
her love of God during the process.
She has also had the opportunity to
travel and using her God-given gifts
to encourage others including those in
several African nations
Cath has been blessed with
opportunities to illustrate twelve
books and has published many short
stories and books.
She created leadlight windows at
several churches and produced
tapestries, altar frontals and banners,
vestments, costume designs, stage
sets,
puppetry,
ceramics
and
sculpture, and exhibited at the NSW
Parliament House in Sydney.
Challenged by illness yet again,
she’s had to limit her artistic creations
to writing and illustrative works.
In 2019 she published the book
"Wallsend
Proud"
which
local
historians in Newcastle, New South
Wales deemed “the finest social
history that they had seen.” It shared
the history of the people in this
suburb whose many generations lived
and worked in the mines.
One of her current projects
involves illustrating and researching
the Book of Revelation in context of
the Apostle John’s life experiences, its
time context and ancient world
symbolism. This is proving to be
another uniquely challenging and
exciting endeavour for her.
For further information and
supporting images, got to: http://
creativityfor thecreator.blogspot.com

Her talent granted opportunities to
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Organisation Promotion

Australia

Persecution of Jesus’ Followers
by Abel Lissner
January 34AD
Many people, particularly our
religious leaders, are angrily
talking about a strange kind of
‘mental’ illness that’s spreading
through our country, even
though it’s having positive
effects on the poor, the ill, the
unclean and the unfortunate.
I’ve even heard it said that it’s
a new kind of religion that’s
supposed to supersede our
Jewish faith. There’s no name for
it, but its people share the name
and the teachings of an innocent
man who was unfairly crucified
not long ago: Jesus of Nazareth.
As I shared previously, Saul
of Tarsus who met with the
Pharisees and the Sanhedrin on
several occasions, has been
working on behalf of those same
leaders. He’s now roaming the
countryside, flogging many of
the believers he finds for
blasphemy, including women,
and throwing many in jail.
I heard that Saul was present
at the stoning of a Jesus follower
Stephen, some months ago or
may even have been behind it, so
I imagine he’ll be happy to
instigate a similar punishment
against other followers he finds.
I understand the concerns
expressed by our religious
leaders that these Jesus followers
are committing blasphemy, but
after visiting a number of the
groups, I remain perplexed why
God would allow them to heal
people and to perform miracles,
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just as Jesus did, if indeed they
are working against Him. This
cannot be the work of demons,
for the gifts of healing and
compassion, can surely only
come from God.
I’ve seen first-hand those who
were once ostracised from our
society because of disease, those
suffering terrible illness and
others struggling after tragedy,
being healed by these Jesus
followers, and the poor are given
shelter, food and compassion.
Their joy at the knowledge
that God is choosing to heal and
love them, is leading to a
profound shift in faith such as
I’ve never seen in our people
before. Those who are healed
and aided are now joining with
the
Jesus
followers
and
spreading the ‘good news.’
While many escaped into the
countryside in Judea and
Samaria, they’re refusing to cease
sharing the message of Jesus or
to stop helping those in need.
Despite the very real threats,
they’re willing to be punished
and jailed for their belief.
These followers and the
actions of our religious leaders
are
causing
division
and
confusion in our society.
It’s these same events which
are causing me to ask the same
question as many others, what if
Jesus really was the promised
Messiah?
[END]
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Since its founding in 2002, Christian
Today Australia has become the
leading non-denominational Christian
news website in the country. Christian
Today Australia gains affiliation to the
Christian Today network based in the
UK, and is part of the CMCI Group, the
world's
largest
Christian
news
company.
Christian Today Australia's vision
stems from the calling to establish the
kingdom of God on earth through
media by serving as a platform from
which Truth is presented according to
Matthew 5:37, "Simply let your 'Yes' be
'Yes,' and your 'No, 'No.'"
The publication aims to bring unity
among Christians across all denominations and restore God as the centre
of the nation.
Web: www.christiantoday.com.au
Contact us at:
www.christiantoday.com.au/contactus

Organisation Promotion

Single? Christian?
Looking for fun,
friendship and
fellowship?
Club Solo is delighted to invite you
to an outing or camp. Operating for
more than 37 years, Club Solo is an
inter-denominational ministry which
serves Christian singles.
There are Club Solo groups in
Melbourne,
Adelaide,
Geelong,
Sydney and Brisbane.
Find out more about Club Solo
groups in your area. Information is
available on our website. Perhaps you
might like to start a group in your
town and need a little help - contact
the Director, Rev Steve Mitchell, who
has a real pastor’s heart for singles:

Phone: (03) 9407 1240
Email: clubsolo@tpg.com.au
Web:
www.clubsolo.org.au
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Buy Your Girlfriend Before You Try Her
by Blake
Gardiner
Press Service
International
Outraged? Does the title bother
you? I hope so. It’s horrible, yet it
reflects an unfortunately prevailing view in society.
We live in a world of rentals.
Rental cars, appliances, movies,
subscriptions. Never truly owning
anything, we pay for the luxury of
the appearance of possession. We
find ourselves embracing the convenience of renting to avoid the
cost of maintenance, sustenance,
and growth.
A contemporary tragedy is that
this logic is no longer exclusive to
objects, but true of relationships.
“Try before you buy”
You may or you may not have
heard someone commonly say
this, in the context of exploring a
new hobby, vehicle, or interest.
We’re advised by those around
us to thoughtfully consider
whether we are investing our time
and finances wisely and to
measure
this
through
the
opportunity of a trial period.
Extending
even
further,
companies offer a money-back
guarantee if we are unsatisfied.
Yet, in a society where
marriage serves no practical
distinction from dating beyond a
statutory
declaration,
people
quote this adage as a word of
wisdom. Whether speaking of cohabitation, travelling together, or
sharing the same bed, this advice
is delivered without prompting.
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Well intended, this advice
suggests caution. It reflects the
need to consider the weight of
commitment.
When counting the cost,
caution and careful consideration
are necessary when weighing our
choices, a concept found in
Scripture. Speaking of the cost of
discipleship, Jesus said in Luke
14:28-30:
“For which of you, desiring
to build a tower, does not first
sit down and count the cost,
whether he has enough to
complete it? Otherwise, when
he has laid a foundation and is
not able to finish, all who see it
begin to mock him, saying,
‘This man began to build and
was not able to finish.’” [ESV]
Jesus advises those considering
discipleship to measure the weight
of following Him lest they be
unable to finish.
~ Issue 22 Sep - Nov 2020 ~

At face value, this would seem
to align with the above advice. It
appears prudent to ponder
whether a relationship will last, to
obtain some form of certainty that
things won’t end, and to intend to
do everything we can to ensure
that certainty prior to a marital
commitment.
This would all make sense, if it
were it not for the gospel and the
overwhelming grace of Christ.
The problem
The notion of trying before
buying is an attempt to weed out
problems. It’s logical, like coding a
programme. You write the code,
run it, remove the bugs, and
repeat until it (hopefully) runs
smoothly.
Gracefully, a relationship is not
a programme. The notion of
‘trying before buying’ suggests not
only that we may smooth out
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problems but that we would do so
to the extent that we are satisfied
that no problems remain.
Yet, in a fallen world where we
have all fallen short of the glory of
God, we realise that the root
problem of sin will never be done
away with until Christ returns.
Try as we may, we would be
foolish to think we could problemproof any form of relationship, let
alone a life-long commitment.
To the contrary, it would reveal
more problems are due to the
reality that people are bound to
change throughout their lives.
Yet, when we consider that we
are wretchedly inconsistent and
that God is unchanging, there is
great comfort in this dichotomy.
Reflecting on this phenomenon, A.
W. Tozer comments,
“Much as we may deplore
the lack of stability in all
earthly things, in a fallen world
such as this the very ability to
change is a golden treasure, a
gift from God of such fabulous
worth as to call for constant
thanksgiving.
For
human
beings the whole possibility of
redemption lies in their ability
to change.”
People change, not only in
relationships, but over a lifetime.
The Christian belief is that we
would change continually towards
the
likeness
of
Christ
(2
Corinthians 3:18), yet we know
that the presence of sin means this
is not always true.
So, what remains? If we cannot
logically nor biblically ‘try before
buying’, can we even ‘buy’?

beyond what it is intended to
mean, yet, this phrase is not
uttered in isolation. It stems from
an inherent set of beliefs rooted in
a worldview of selfishness.
If we continue to cut only the
flowers but never uproot the
plant, we as Christians, will find
ourselves only trading semantics,
only ever debating over matters of
insignificance.
If we cannot sufficiently ‘try’ a
relationship, we certainly cannot
‘buy’ it. If we approach a
relationship and, God-willing, a
marriage with the mindset that we
are buying not only something,
but someone, then we have
completely missed the gospel.
One of the most beautiful
descriptions of the gospel is found
in Romans 5:8, in which Paul says:
“But God demonstrated his
own love for us in this: while
we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” [NIV]
Not only have we been paid for
by the blood of Christ and
purchased as His and His alone,
but the condition upon which He
did this was purely from His own
choice emanating fully from who
He is. It was not deserved, tested,
or conditional, but solely God’s
choice.
So, it is with our own choices
when it comes to relationships and
one another. Try as we will,
ultimately, we are left with a
choice to make, remembering fully
that people are sinfully inconsistent and ever in need of grace.
[END]
-------------------------

Purchased

Biography:

At this point, some might think
I have taken ‘try before you buy’
too far, that I have skewed it

Hailing from North Auckland, Blake
Gardiner
sounds
American,
looks
Swedish, but grew up in Laos. As an
introvert, Blake lives life on the edge by
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socialising. When he isn’t putting his life
at such risk, he enjoys reading theology
and debating whether Interstellar is truly
the greatest movie of all time.
---------------------Note:
1. (Tozer, 1961, p. 51-52).
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Tantalising Trivia
~ Nutty Names ~

Did your parents saddle you with a
dreadful name? If so, you may feel a little
better after checking out these real
monikers extracted from birth records,
voting rolls and more:
Drucella Duckworth;
Homer Crotts;
Waldemar Floggie;
Ferrel Bugg;
Cashmere Funkhouser;
Blanch Branch;
Mrs Mossie Husbands;
Temple Pie;
The Rev. Vicesimus Lush; and
Heavenfeather Miller
--------------------Bibliography:
Dickson, Paul, 17 December 1998, What's in a Name?:
Reflections of an Irrepressible Name Collector, Publisher:
Merriam-Webster
Incorporated, Springfield, Massachusetts, ISBN 10: 0877796130

Tantalising Trivia
Next time you have a tuna
sandwich, remember that if a tuna
lives to 15 years, it would have swum
around 1,609,344km, which is about
40 times around the world, and after
all that hard work – YOU ate him!
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Fantastic Voyage: Can the Theory of Evolution
Stand the Test of Modern Science?
by Calvin Smith
Imaginations were challenged
in 1966 by the science fiction film
called Fantastic
Voyage. A
submarine and a group of
scientists were shrunk and
injected inside a man’s body. In a
race against time, they performed
micro-surgery on him before
reverting to normal size.
Since
then,
advances
in
biochemistry have allowed us to
take many ‘fantastic voyages’,
even inside cells!
Discoveries
of
biological
machines at the sub-microscopic
level are seriously challenging
evolutionary theory, forcing a reexamination of a crucial question.
How did the first life form come
into existence? (Charles Darwin
skirted this question in his book
Origin of Species.)
Evolutionary scientists seem to
be at a loss to answer this. They
don’t have a mechanism that
explains how non-living substances could have formed life.
What are the Minimum
Components for Life?
Thinking
in
terms
of
‘irreducible complexity’ is helpful
- trying to determine the minimum parts needed for a machine
to accomplish a given goal. For
example, which parts could you
discard from a bicycle and still
28

have it functional (i.e. capable of
transportation)?
The
20-nanometer
motor
(height), ATP synthase (one
nanometer is one thousandmillionth of a metre). These rotary
motors in the membranes of
mitochondria (the cell’s power
houses) turn in response to proton
flow (a positive electric current).
Rotation of the motor converts
ADP molecules plus phosphate
into the cell’s fuel, ATP.
Well, you could probably get
rid of its reflectors, mud guards or
maybe the seat. You may even
turn it into a unicycle! However,
you would have to keep certain
parts for it to function. At that
point it would be ‘irreducibly
complex’. In other words, you
cannot reduce its complexity any
further without it ceasing to
function.
Most evolutionists recognize
that to be capable of extracting
energy from the environment and
reproducing itself the ‘first living
thing’ (supposedly billions of
years ago) must have had at least
the following parts for it to be
‘alive’ (its irreducible complexity).
1. A recipe - enabling it to pass on
genetic information to offspring.
2. A de-coding device - something
to ‘read’ the recipe.
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3. A power plant - a way to
produce energy.
4. An outer layer - to prevent the
cell from breaking up.
5. Framing - to stop it from
collapsing.
6. Workers - things to perform
various tasks within the cell.
Trying to imagine all of these
parts coming together by chance is
incredibly challenging!1 Mechanisms like ‘natural selection’ and
‘mutations’ could not contribute to
the assembly of the theoretical first
living thing. They could only
change a creature that is already
alive! Even evolutionists admit
this.2 So the only possible
mechanism is time and chance.
Video of the Movement
of ATP Synthase Enzyme
Click the following link to
access this YouTube video from
Creation Ministries: LINK
Note:
The 20-nanometer motor (height),
ATP synthase (one nanometer is
one thousand-millionth of a
metre). These rotary motors in the
membranes of mitochondria (the
cell’s power houses) turn in
response to proton flow (a positive
electric current). Rotation of the
motor converts ADP molecules
plus phosphate into the cell’s fuel,
ATP.

28

,

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
Creation Ministries: Fantastic Voyage: can the theory of evolution stand the test of modern science?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

furnace assemble itself and turn
itself on? What if materials were
carried by robots, powered by
energy from the furnace?

They bring things to certain
locations and remove parts that
shouldn’t be there. They really are
organic robots!

Machines!?

Amazingly, kinesins are inside
every multicellular plant and
animal cell on Earth! (Even singlecelled yeasts have kinesins.)

Yes, the simplest living thing
would have to possess machines
in order to create itself! Where
would they have come from?
A House by Chance … Fact or
Fiction … ?
Out of these objects, the humble
earthworm is by far the most
sophisticated and complex!
To better understand unfamiliar concepts, it’s sometimes
helpful to compare them with
things we understand from our
everyday lives. For example, a
house being built has blueprints, a
de-coder (the foreman on the job),
a
power
source
(furnace,
electricity), an outer layer to
protect it from the elements,
framing to keep it sturdy and
workers to build it. Although
there are parallels, a house is
actually much, much simpler than
a living cell.
Pretend you could shrink to
microscopic size to watch a cell
‘form’ in the alien world of the
evolutionists’ theoretical ‘primordial soup’.
You see a bunch of timber,
wiring,
plumbing,
siding
(cladding) and so on float by.
Imagine the studs bump together
and just happen to form framing.
And the wiring and plumbing
snake their way through the
framing while siding attaches
itself outside and assembles a
protective covering. Hard to
believe?
But wait! What if on your
‘fantastic voyage’ you saw a
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In today’s creatures their
instructions are in the blueprint
(the DNA) of the creature itself.
Yet before the ‘first living thing,’
the blueprint would not exist!
Could blueprints for cells form
before the first cell came into
being? Can a decoding system (a
very complex set of programmed
machinery in its own right) exist
before the code for its own
construction?3

Evolutionists must explain how
bacteria-like cells developed the
kinesin transport system to
account for its presence in more
complex organisms. Considering
that an incomplete system is
unlikely to have any benefit, this is
a huge problem for evolution.5
Back to Reality …
In the ‘real world’ the thought
of robots, engines and furnaces
Video of the Kinesin
Linear Motor

Power Plant?
Inside every cell are motors
that generate energy for the cell to
use in the form of a substance
called
ATP
(adenosine
triphosphate). Every living thing on
planet Earth (plants included) uses
ATP as energy.
Stopping ATP production in
your body causes death (cyanide
works this way)! It is essential for
‘life.’
ATP is formed by an incredible
molecular motor called ATP
synthase. It spins at some 10,000
rpm to generate ATP in your cells!
It is the tiniest machine ever seen
and is far beyond our ability to
create.4
Robots?
Every cell with a nucleus also
has ‘general laborers’ in the form
of miniature genetic robots called
‘kinesins’. These are a family of
tiny biological machines that
transport material around in cells.
~ Issue 22 Sep - Nov 2020 ~

Click the following link to
access this YouTube video from
Creation Ministries: LINK
Note:
Kinesin is the miniscule
longshoreman (stevedore) of the
cell, toting parcels of cargo on its
shoulders as it steps along a
scaffolding of microtubules. Each
molecule of ATP fuel that kinesin
encounters triggers precisely one
8-nanometer
step
of
the
'longshoreman.'
assembling by accident would be
laughed at. But because of the
commitment by evolutionists to
purely natural processes, it is
deemed possible for the genesis of
life!
When Charles Darwin’s theory
of evolution first became popular,
scientists
only
dreamed
of
exploring the inner workings of
the cell. Thought to be nothing
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much more than a simple ‘blob,’
they felt that the first single-celled
creature must have been easy to
form by chance. Now we know
that the construction of a house
pales in comparison.
Remember, we have not even
skimmed the surface of just how
complex the simplest cell really is.
Could something so immensely
complicated form by chance? Time
will not solve the problem; the
more time you have, the more
machines wear out and break
down; they don’t form themselves
from scrap metal.
High Tech World …
Our society loves technology.
The more modern and ‘high-tech’
things are, the more most people
value them.

created them? Because believing in
God means that they should also
believe in and obey the rules that
He has given us.
It also means that there is
wrong and right in the world and
that people cannot do whatever
they want without concern about
the consequences (judgment).
If We Knew Then What We
Know Now …
If they had known in Darwin’s
time what we know now, would
millions of people have turned
their back on God because of
believing they ‘just evolved?’
Would so many have denied the
Bible and the real Creator of all
things, Jesus Christ?
The more that knowledge of the
intricate workings of the cell
increases, the less believable the
evolutionary story becomes.

We want faster, more efficient
computers. We are intrigued by
spaceships
travelling to the
The simplest
moon, sub-marines
life-form on
diving
miles
underwater,
and
Earth is more
movies with ultraadvanced
real special effects!
When
we
see
than any
advanced
technology
technology,
we
understand that it
we will likely
takes
intelligent
achieve anyminds to make it.

Recent discoveries in
cell
science
have
stretched most people’s
credulity to the breaking point. They are
increasingly placing the
theory of evolution
where it always should
have been; in the realm
of science fiction!
---------------References and Notes:
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Tantalising Trivia
Have you ever walked on a
beach and heard the sand
squeak under your feet?
There is a beach on the Isle of
Eigg off the west coast of
Scotland that has even more
unusual sand - it sings when
you walk on it!
The sand sometimes sings
in different notes ranging
from low bass to high
soprano.
Scientists believe that the
music arises from the sand
material that is made up of
tiny grains of mineral quartz.
Because the sand has been
ground to a circular shape,
each grain is surrounded by a
tiny pocket of air. The friction
between the grains of sand
makes a vibration that creates
a musical note.
If there is lots of moisture
in the atmosphere, the pitch
of the notes may even change.
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Everything You Do Matters
by Josiah Gray
Press Service
International
Previously I discussed the idea
of aiming ourselves. That what
we’re looking towards determines
how we take information and how
we organise our lives. This has
been on my mind, as well as the
importance of considering the cost
of every choice we make.
Every Choice Matters
So, what do I mean by
‘matters’? I mean it on a grand
scale. I mean, on a scale of heaven
to hell, that every single choice
you ever make has massive
repercussions for whether Earth
will be more like Heaven or more
like Hell (I’ll get back to this).
In Revelation it reads:
“… God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; there
shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall
be no more pain, for the former
things have passed away.”
Revelation 21:4 [BSB]

So, Heaven is a place of the
highest good, a place where there
is no suffering, then it would
make sense that Hell is the exact
opposite of that, the place where
there is only suffering and death.
The Bible consistently describes it
as such; it describes a place of
eternal fire and punishment, a
place of eternal suffering.
Well, it seems to me that the
better choice to strive towards the
Godliest way to orient ourselves,
would be to make choices that tip
towards the reduction of suffering,
just as Heaven is the complete lack
of it.
I don’t know whether this is
precisely what it says in the Bible,
but it’s an idea I’ve certainly
derived from it and have begun
living my life in such a way.
I consider deeply the smallest
decisions I make and judge
whether it will reduce suffering or
increase it, whether it will tip the
world towards Hell or towards
Heaven, and I really mean this in
the most pedantic way imagin-

able.
Every Single Decision
So the other day I was walking
into work. In Australia, every
street has a ‘bin day,’ where one
must remember to put the rubbish
bin out before the green truck rolls
up and empties it. Australians will
know however, that this can
sometimes end with the bin being
splayed on the ground – the bin
truck drops it and accidentally tips
it over.
So, on my walk to work, I
noticed this had happened to
someone’s bin. I looked at it and
thought about how that person
would walk out later in the day
and, for a brief three seconds or so,
would suffer. They would have to
lean down and pick up the bin,
which is not something anyone
really wants to do, and set it back
up and walk it back to the house.
So, I took three seconds out of
my life, and picked up the bin,
setting it back on its base. This tiny
act, probably unnoticed by
anyone, shifted the Earth the
smallest bit towards Heaven. My
active choice did that, and if I had
passively walked past then I
knowingly, would have let someone else suffer.
Every Single Moment
It took me a long time to get to
the point where my mind was
oriented to think this way. Indeed,
I might not expect everyone
reading this to think the same way
that I do at all. If there was one
thing however, that I could ask
you to consider it’s this; what
would your life look like if every
choice mattered so much that it
literally meant Heaven or Hell?
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It’s an incredibly heavy way to
think, and it means a big dollop of
responsibility on every individual,
but my goodness does the
individual matter!
Imagine if each and every
person considered every moment
on whether it reduced others’
suffering, then on Earth, there
would be no more pain, nor
sorrow, nor crying. Incredible!
When people observe us acting
this way, they would ask us, and
we could tell them we are simply
acting the way of the Kingdom of
God, and that we want to see
Heaven on Earth!
My goodness, the implications
of this… the thought that if each
and every individual thought this
way… it has me hopping up and
down on the spot and puts a great
big smile on my face.
So as for me and my mind, I’m
going to continue to act as if every
choice matters, because, as far as
I’m concerned, they do; each and
every little choice. [END]
---------------------------Biography:
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Australia. He is currently studying
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is committed to telling the story of Jesus to
the next generation.
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Royal Spoonbill (Platalea Regia)
by Vicki Nunn
There are various species of
spoonbills found everywhere in
the world except the Antarctic.
They are wading birds with long
legs and beaks and the ibis is
possibly related, but not closely.
The main physical difference
between the two is the shape of
their beaks, with the spoonbill’s
beak being long and the end of its
beak wider and flatter.
The royal spoonbill, also
known
as
the
black-billed
spoonbill is found in Australia,
Indonesia, New Zealand, Papua
New Guinea and Solomon
Islands, and live in wetlands.
By its royal name you might
imagine it has brilliant or
colourful plumage but instead it’s
simply white with a black bill. It
isn’t until breeding season that a
hint of beauty arises, when from
the back of its head, long white
plumage appear and patches of
colour arise on its face.
The male creates a nest in the
form of a large platform of sticks
in a tree where the female lays
two to three eggs. It’s been found
that if the breeding birds and/or
their colony are disturbed even a
little,
they
will
sometimes
completely desert their eggs or
chicks.
------------------Bibliography:
Unknown name, undated, Wikipedia: Royal
Spoonbill,
available:
https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Royal_spoonbill, accessed 04/09/19
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~ The Twenty Dollar Note ~
The Royal Flying Doctor Service
and The Reverend John Flynn
Note: 25 November 2020 marks 140 years since
the birth of Rev Flynn (1880)

by Graham
McDonald
Director
By the 1950s, the Royal Flying
Doctor Service was acknowledged
by former Australian Prime
Minister Sir Robert Menzies as:
“Perhaps the single greatest
contribution to the effective
settlement of the far distant

country we have witnessed in
our time.”
What a great accolade for the
founder, the Reverend John Flynn.
His parents, Thomas and
Rosetta Flynn were godly people.
John, his older brother and sister,
were raised in a home where Jesus
was acknowledged as Lord.
John was only two years of age
when tragedy struck, his mother

passed away and difficult times
followed. More often than not,
John found himself being raised
by relatives, however the difficult
circumstances of his childhood did
not stop him from contributing to
the wellbeing of others as he grew.
In his teens he made a decision
to become a follower of Jesus, but
little did John know what great
plans God had for his life because
of that decision.
In 1901 the year of Federation
he wrote:
“Dear Dad, I’ll be 21 in a
fortnight and have been
thinking that I should give you
my thoughts concern-ing the
future - the more I think and
the more I see the grandeur and
beauty of Christianity and the
hollowness of human life
considered as complete in itself
...”
He mulled over that proposition and then continued,
“If Jesus of Nazareth is
indeed the Son of Almighty
God; if He was in reality ‘God
with us’ showing us the Father;
if it is a fact that we only
sojourn on this earth for a
while, and then appear before
the Creator of the universe...
what more honourable calling
can a man follow than getting
his fellows to realise this fact
and act upon it?”
His calling to minister to those
white settlers and the indigenous

Rev John Flynn in 1929
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the Australian Inland Mission.
Such were his beginnings and
achievements, in public recognition of his founding of The
Royal Flying Doctor Service, still
the largest and most comprehensive aero-medical health care
service in the world, his face now
adorns the Australian twenty
dollar note. [END]
(* For an excellent interactive
presentation of John Flynn’s life
visit this link: www.chr.org.au.)
--------------------------

An earlier Royal Flying Doctors plane where a patient is being
transferred to a waiting ambulance at Alice Springs in 1954

Aborigines living in the remote
parts of outback Australia was for
their spiritual as well as their
physical wellbeing.
Flynn’s work with the flying
doctor and the pedal radio were to
transform him from being simply
a church leader to a figure of
national and eventually international significance.
The first ‘medical home’ was
established in 1912 at Oodnadatta,
due to a very generous gift from a
friend. This was opened by Rev

Robert Mitchell with the words:
“In the Name of Jesus of
Nazareth the Great Healer and
Redeemer of men, I trust that
every person entering this
medical home will go out cured
of infirmity and blessed in soul
as well as body.”
Then down came the rain, a
rare occurrence on this opening
day; a blessing; a seal. The rain
water tanks were full. Many
Christian nurses heeded the call
and joined, as it was then known,

An old Royal Flying Doctors plane now on display in Broken Hill
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McDonald, Graham, undated, Diduno:
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accessed 30/09/19

Words of Wisdom
"If God had perceived that
our
greatest
need
was
economic, He would have sent
an economist. If he had
perceived that our greatest
need was entertainment, He
would have sent us a
comedian or an artist. If God
has perceived that our greatest
need was political stability, He
would have sent us a
politician. If He had perceived
that our greatest need was
health, He would have sent us
a doctor. But He perceived
that
our
greatest
need
involved
our
sin,
our
alienation from Him, our
profound
rebellions,
our
death; and He sent us a
Savior."
D.A. Carson
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The Lucky and Clever Country
by Cath
Chegwidden
SPAG Assistant
Editor/Journalist
It was heartening to observe the
broadcast from the National Press
Club Address, Canberra by the
Hon Karen Andrews MP Minister
for
Industry,
Science
and
Technology on the 20th May 2020.
During the address Karen spoke of
an unsung hero, 92-year-old
retiree, Joe Carmody who now
resides in a nursing home in
Shepparton, Victoria.
Around 38 years ago Joe, an
engineer at Ardmona Cannery,
designed and made a machine to
produce surgical masks. This
machine was of such quality
engineering, that two of the three
original machines were still
operational at the start of the 2020
pandemic. For years Joe had
exported his machines all around
the world. He founded his own
manufacturing business, MedCon, and spent decades producing
millions of masks, surviving in the
Australian market against a flood
of cheap imports. Imagine the
extraordinary impact that this one
man has had upon our world
today.
Discovering the original plans
for Joe’s machine, incredibly in
less than nine weeks, these plans
were transformed into brand new
machines
by
FoodMach,
a
company just down the road from
Joe’s original company site, in
Echuca, Victoria.
Within this short period, this
food
production
company
modified machinery and pivoted
its function for this national
35

emergency. It is estimated that by
the end of this year the company
will have produced 59 million
medical facemasks. As a result
they’ve grown from a small
operation needing only 14 staff to
a new major business requiring 98
staff.
For many years we have all felt
dismayed by the loss of many of
our innovations to overseas
concerns. This Press Club address
makes one wonder if a change in
attitude might finally be in the
wind.
After hearing about Joe’s story
it seemed a fine time to investigate
other Australian inventions, which
had their source in creative
Australian minds but were
absorbed and developed by
overseas concerns. How can we
take pride in our Australian
inventors and their inventions if
we are personally uninformed
about them and if our children
aren’t taught about Australian
inventions and their amazing
contribution to the world?
Many Australian inventions
have brought about great changes.
They include:
 the first refrigerator and ice
making machine;
 the underwater torpedo;
 mechanical wool clippers;
 the electric drill;
 peel page notepad;
 surf ski;
 film clapperboard;
 zinc cream;
 Hills Hoist;
 solar hot water;
 black box flight recorder;
 inflatable escape slide for
aircraft;
~ Issue 22 Sep - Nov 2020 ~













the wine cask;
orbital engine;
electrical power board;
dual flush toilet;
the winged keel;
baby safety capsule;
polymer banknote;
Wi-Fi;
Anti-Hacking Software Kernel;
the Quantum Bit; and
many others

Over the years, in this nation,
there have been many individuals
who with selfless dedication and
passionate commitment have gone
above and beyond the requirements of their chosen field.
Australian medical inventions
include:









the ultrasound;
the bionic ear;
the first plastic spectacle lenses;
the electronic pacemaker;
the multi-focal contact lens;
spray-on artificial skin;
the cervical cancer vaccine; and
anti-flu medication.

Did you know that a humble
Christian
lady
called
Miss
Margaret Mort MBE invented
many of the medical aids for the
disabled and elderly we see
today? When you see those
walking frames and tripod
35
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walking sticks in shopping
centres, take pride, they had their
source in 1950s Australia with this
remarkable lady from Newcastle
who was their inventor.
Here, along with many of her
other equally useful inventions,
they were first produced at the
Rankin Park Hospital by the
recovered TB sufferers there.
Some years ago I was
privileged to interview Miss Mort.
When asked if she patented her
designs she replied:
“that wasn’t where I was
coming from. It wasn’t about
making money it was all about
what was best for our patient
clients.
The
designed
equipment
was
for
all.
Everyone
shared
their
knowledge and there was
constant learning from one
another.”
Margaret Mort was invited to
lecture
at
the
Newcastle
University Medical Faculty at 84
years of age on her ‘Newcastle
Method’.
Her
books
on
rehabilitation
and
mobility
assistance for the disabled and
elderly are still valid today.
Margaret Mort passed away in
2019.
Technically clever people are

not given the adulation that our
sporting
heroes
and
film
celebrities are. Like artists they
often work in unsung isolation
refining their ideas. Only rarely
are they given a voice.
For a short eight seasons, the
ABC ‘New Inventors’ became a
wonderful platform for promoting
new ideas. It first aired on the 11th
March 2004 with its last episode
airing on the 17th August 2011.
To continue being known as the
clever country the inventors across
our nation need a new platform.
We do have national awards for
advances
in
science
and
technology. Wouldn’t it be
wonderful if the best and
brightest, inventive minds in our
schools could be encouraged and
equally recognized nationally?
This definitely needs more
thought.
Another show on the 10 TV
networks called ‘The Shark Tank’
brought
together
Australian
entrepreneurs,
company
executives and inventors from
2015 to 2018. This show gave
inventors an opportunity to
promote their vision and seek
funding assistance and expertise
to launch their products and ideas.
Luck is not enough. We all need to
be clever and discerning in
assisting our creative thinkers and
visionaries.
For how much longer must the
tall poppy syndrome leave clever
souls hamstrung from promoting
their
innovations,
creative
thoughts and risk taking? It’s
about time that this attitude was
supplanted by encouragement and
a loud cheer! Our teachers still
find this syndrome a big challenge
in our classrooms, particularly
high schools.
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We can no longer afford to
teach to a mean standard rather
than aiming for overall excellence
and the stretching of our most
gifted. Sadly, failure has become a
dirty word. Failure is often a key
part of the creative process and
helps to develop resilience. Any
new direction would involve
creative risk taking, and failure
encourages the determination to
do better and review and
refinement of plans and ideas. For
ultimate success, the foundational
core subjects are very significant
but creative problem solving and
critical thinking skill is the key to
innovative invention.
Bringing to light these unique
gifts requires very gifted teachers.
As a former teacher of 25 years,
the greatest frustration came from
curriculum
impositions
and
frequent changes that often
proved disruptive and frustrating
to the teachers at the chalk face.
Often teachers were forced to
throw out the baby with the
bathwater
as
a
sudden
‘inspiration’ further up the
departmental chain determined
that this or that were ‘old hat’ and
needed a complete rewrite. Many
a
wonderful
program
was
quashed to satisfy a distant ego.
With
increasing
upheaval,
mediocrity
entered
our
educational system. One excellent
example for this was the former
flavour of the month NAPLAN
Testing, introduced in 2008; it was
deemed a failure in USA in 2011
by the chief education advisor to
President Barack Obama. Teachers
were forced to teach to the test,
‘narrowing the curriculum and
corrupting education standards’.
Following this USA system like
lemmings also has been shown to
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stultify creativity or innovation in
our Australian schools.
The
decline
in
general
knowledge, thirst for research and
discovery
and
deteriorating
abilities in the core subject areas
among our youth should be a
cause for national shame. As a
tutor to Year 12 HSC candidates, I
have personally witnessed this
decline and have found it deeply
troubling
as
generation-bygeneration written expression,
grammar, critical thinking and
debate as well as sound research
skills, reading and knowledge
have suffered reversals. During
this pandemic people have finally
come
to
understand
the
complexities involved in teaching
our children. For a while we have
had to walk in our teacher’s
moccasins and discovered that
teaching is not a cakewalk.
However, education requires a
village. The recent pandemic has
revealed what has been missing in
families for far too long.
Overworked, absentee parents
have increasingly been forced to
leave education solely to their
children’s teachers or minders.

Too
tired
from
stressful
occupations and time poor, the
one on one reading time or
parental
encouragement
and
praise necessary to advance
educational achievement have
suffered. Sadly the flat screen,
technological baby sitter has
played a part in the demise as
well.
The need for a solid education
and
positive
reward
and
recognition for our best and
brightest is yet another lesson
learned from the pandemic. In this
pandemic ‘war’ we’ve suddenly
discovered how significant these
bright academic people are who
labour behind the scenes in search
of a vaccine against this
devastating illness. We’ve also
found how important are the
‘front liners’ who have trained to
care for and protect us all.
At the heart of this article are
education,
knowledge,
and
focused idealism that are needed
to care for our community
members and to underscore
national well being as a whole.
Sports
and
entertainment
personalities may focus our
attention and accolades but it is
the unsung heroes behind the
scenes and those researching for
this new pandemic battlefront
who are now found to be the most
worthy of our praise.
A nation without vision is lost.
What set us apart from many of
our Asian neighbours in the past
was that they had ten, twenty,
even thirty year long term plans
nationally, for their countries,
their education systems and their
commercial enterprises. Some
decades ago it was determined
that the longest visionary plan in
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Australia belonged to BHP Pty Ltd
and its vision statement involved a
mere ten years. Fortunately this
has changed.
In the Australia 2050 Project1 it
states, “Our world is experiencing
transformative
change.
Geopolitical forces are realigning. The
centre of economic gravity is
moving east. Our climate is
changing, and we are heading for
a population of 9–10 billion by
mid-century that is economically
globalised
and
undergoing
profound
urbanisation
and
demographic transitions. The
Australian Academy of Science’s
ambitious Australia 2050 Project1
is intended to help Australia chart
its path into this uncertain but
shared future by engaging
scientists, business people, policy
makers and members of the public
in structured conversations about
the challenges we face, and the
kind of Australia we want for our
children.”
Knowledge and information
constitute power. The children of
today who are left behind will be
lost to an already over-burdened
mercurial
system
and
be
vulnerable to manipulation by
others. Our national sovereignty is
threatened and as other nations
with a tougher work ethic and
higher expectations for their
young, benefit from universities
and technical institutions here, the
day is fast approaching when our
educational credibility and edge
will be lost unless we value
knowledge and education more
than the fleeting entertainment of
a football match. [END]
---------------------Notes:
1. https://futureconversations.net.au/
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Unprecedented Unity Among Leaders in
over 75 Nations Launch the ‘GO Decade’
By Leilani Haywood
Global Outreach Day
Leaders in over 75 nations
joined in unprecedented unity to
launch the ‘GO Decade,’ a
commitment for 10 years to
countdown to zero where everyone alive has heard the Gospel.
“In over 50 years of ministry,
I’ve never seen this level of
collaboration
for
prayer,
evangelism, disciple-making, and
church planting,” said Steve
Douglass, president of CRU on a
recent videoconference.
The GO Decade effort is being
facilitated by Global Outreach
Day, a network of churches,
ministries, and organizations.
“I have this dream, but its more
than a dream. The goal of the GO
DECADE is to reach, in a
collaborative effort, every person
until 2030 with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ,” said Werner Nachtigal,
founder and president of the
Global Outreach Day.
“Over 57 million Christians are
actively sharing their faith. The
countdown to zero is a decade of
prayer and evangelism, where
every believer is a witness. In the
next 10 years, we’re mobilizing the
whole church for evangelism and
connecting with prayer, disciplemaking, and church planting.
We’re standing together in unity
to reach every person for Christ.”
GO Decade’s goal aligns with
the vision set by Bishop Ephraim
Tendero at the 2019 World
Evangelical
Alliance
annual
meeting in Indonesia.
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“In November, we launched
a decade of disciple-making,”
said Bishop Tendero.
“This is a call for every
Christian leader to model what
it means to be engaged in
disciple-making.
Every
national
alliance
worldwide is organizing a
nationwide
platform
to
mobilize
and
challenge
churches to accomplish the
great commandment to love
God above all.

Creative evangelistic outreach in Brazil
during 90 Days of Hope.

We’re calling the church to
work together for holistic
disciple-making.”
In 2020, unprecedented prayer
and fasting took place in different
ministries such as Lou Engle’s
“Jesus Fast,” a Global Outreach
Day partner.
“Over 79,000 Christians
were engaged in prayer and
fasting around the world
during the ‘Jesus Fast,’” said
Nachtigal.
The video-conference included
a diverse group of leaders among
others such as:
 Dick Eastman, Every Home for
Christ;
 Mike Bickle of the International
House of Prayer;
 Cindy Jacobs, Lou Engel, Dave
Gibson, Executive Director of
GO 2020 USA;
 Alton Garrison, co-chairman of
the Pentecostal/Charismatic
Churches of North America;
 Dr. Walter Kim of the National
Evangelical Association;
 Dr. Ole-Magnus Olafsrud of the
Lausanne Movement;
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GO Day Outreach on June 27th in Guinea
Conakry. In Guinea Conakry, more than six
churches joined with a team of 325 people
evangelizing the city. About 550 people were
reached and 82 people accepted Christ.

 Dr. David Stephans from the
Church of God; and
 John Sorensen of the
Evangelism Explosion.
-----------------

Join Us!
To join the GO Decade movement or for more information,
visit:
GO2020.world.
or contact:
Leilani Haywood via email:
leilani.haywood@globaloutreac
hday.com
----------------------Bibliography:
Leilani Haywood, 13 July 2020, Global Outreach Day, website: www.go2020.world/en/
go2020continues
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Is There Beauty, Even in Ugliness?
by Vicki Nunn
Editor
Introduction
I recall a few years ago, seeing a
photo of a bird I never knew
existed, and I wrote about it in my
old online blog, sharing a photo
and some information.
It wasn’t a well-known bird,
nor did it have striking feathers or
lovely colours that caught my
attention, but rather it was the fact
that it was considered one of the
ugliest birds in existence, at least
according to others online.
Admittedly at the time I found
myself
agreeing with
their
assessment.
Curiosity got the better of me,
so I searched for other birds that
were also considered ‘ugly’ and
there were a number which could
easily be added to this category.
Most of us have seen photos of
birds which others consider as
some of the most beautiful on the
planet and would give them a
thumbs up in agreement. Setting
them side by side with the ‘ugly’
birds, I’m sure we couldn’t help
Ugly?
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but see the remarkable contrast,
between them, but is that really
fair? Does that mean those other
birds really are so ugly?
What is Beauty?
What constitutes beauty or
ugliness for that matter? When we
compare countries and peoples
from across the world, one
group’s idea of beautiful can be
vastly different to that of another
group, so who is correct?
The Kayan women from
Myanmar, are likely one of the
most recognised in the world,
because of their neck rings. While
there are several different theories
about the origins of this tradition,
the truth has been lost to time.

of a longer neck.
In Southern Ethiopia though,
the beauty of the Suri and the
Mursi women is based on the size
of their lip plate.
While people of other tribes
and countries no longer hold to
their old traditions, rather than
embracing the ways of the modern
world, many of the young Suri
and Mursi women still carry on
with this tradition. Part of the
reason for this is that it encourages
tourists to the region, and can
often provide a small income for
them and their struggling families.

From the age of five, a small
number of brass rings are placed
around the neck of each girl, and
more are added as she grows. As
time passes, the rings push the
girl’s collarbone area down and
compress it more into the chest
area, which gives the appearance
Beautiful?
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While it may seem terrible to
‘mutilate’ women this way,
apparently it is the young
women’s
choice,
particularly
about how large the lip plate
becomes, as the lip can be
stretched further and further.
Surprisingly, lip-plates were
once traditions with people
outside of Africa including groups
in Northern Canada, Alaska and
Brazil though the lip-plates are no
longer part of their way of life.
Most people are aware of the
tattoos of the Māori people in
New Zealand, but many tribes and
peoples in countries around the
world
also
had
traditions
associated with tattooing such as
China, Borneo, Japan, Greece,
Rome, Great Britain, Malaysia,
Philippines,
Southern
India,
Indonesia, Egypt, Persia, Samoa,
Thailand, Taiwan, and Central

and Northern America.
People in other cultures cut
marks into their faces and/or on
their bodies for a variety of
reasons. When they’re feeling
unwell, some people believe that
cutting a pattern around the area
that is painful or giving them
problems, will bring them healing.
Sometimes the marks are to
differentiate themselves from
people of other groups or tribes,
while for some groups, it is a form
of beautification.1
Are Our Beliefs Correct?
Whether we like to admit it or
not, we have all been brainwashed to some degree when it
comes to what we believe is
beautiful. It’s evident that what
one person or group considers
attractive may be vastly different
to another, and natural physical

attributes
don’t
necessarily
identify one as attractive.
The same is true when it comes
to animals and insects.
I recall a few years back after I
purchased a new camera and was
able to zoom in close to insects
and spiders. For the first time,
after I got over my initial
shuddering at the sight of all those
hairy legs on a spider for example,
I began to appreciate their unusual
beauty. Sure I wouldn’t want a
spider running across my face, but
in the spider world, that spider
might be considered amazingly
gorgeous. I’m sure God is able to
appreciate its beauty as well,
because after all, He designed it!
We can often approach life in
this way too. We look at our
challenges, trials and burdens as
horrible and ugly, and if we were
asked, most would find it difficult
to come to terms with the idea that
there might be beauty in our
struggles. I get it, because I can
remember how awfully difficult
and painful some of my own trials
have been.
That seems like a contradiction
doesn’t it? How can we possibly
find beauty through painful trials?
At my age I’ve lived through
enough trials and challenges to be
able to look back with hindsight
and see how God has grown me
through many of them.
Would I have voluntarily gone
through those if I had the choice? I
don’t know that I can answer that,
because I know that God used
those challenges to mature me into
the person I am now.
Did God use all of those
challenges for good purposes? I
don’t necessarily believe that all of
my experiences were necessarily
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helpful in my personal growth.
Some of those experiences were so
dreadful, that even looking back I
can’t really see how God used
them as a means to grow me.
Perhaps what I gained was simply
a better ability to hold on and try
to trust God during the darkest
and worst of my life’s storms.
Even the well-known apologist
and author C.S. Lewis who lost his
beloved wife just a few short years
after they were married, couldn’t
necessarily find a purpose in
having to go through that horribly
painful experience. Sometimes in
the midst of trials, God can remain
silent as we beg Him to answer
our questions, but He is never
absent as C.S. Lewis shared,

Bibliography:
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Beautiful?

“When I lay these questions
before God I get no answer. But
a rather special sort of 'No
answer.' It is not the locked
door. It is more like a silent,
certainly not uncompassionate,
gaze. As though He shook His
head not in refusal but waiving
the question. Like, 'Peace, child;
you don't understand.”

Notes:
1. https://kwekudee-tripdownmemorylane.blog
spot.com/2012/09/tribal-facial-and-bodilymarks-in.html
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 In some parts of the world,
after taking a bath, starlings
have been known to dry off by
wiping themselves on sheep’s
wool like a towel.
 The hummingbird can beat its
wings between 50 and 70 times
per second. When it’s active, the
hummingbird’s heart can beat
up to 500 times a minute, but
while it’s resting, it may beat
just 10 times a minute.
 While we know hummingbirds are fast, did you know they
can also fly sideways, backwards
and even upside down?
Strangely though, they can’t
walk or hop because they’re legs
are short and weak.
 It was discovered that the
burrowing owl can mimic the
sound of a rattlesnake as a way
to scare off predators.
 Several pigeon nests were
found in a deserted steel factory
one time, that were made
entirely from items the birds
found around them. The nests
were made of strips of brass,
copper, aluminium and steel.

Sometimes those trials can
leave scars, but in a way it’s a little
like people in other cultures who
find beauty in the scars on their
bodies and faces
Perhaps to God and to others,
our scars are beautiful, for it can
be those very experiences that
enable us to empathise with
another and perhaps even to
understand
their
pain
and
struggles. Perhaps it’s our pain
and our scars which allow the
beauty of God’s love to shine
through us. [END]
---------------------

Tantalising Trivia

 London pigeons have it easy:
they’ve been spotted hitching
rides aboard subway trains!
Ugly?

Check out the ‘beautiful’ and
‘ugly’ birds from around the
world, as well as a few
‘quirky’ ones in our booklet
with this issue.

~ Issue 22 Sep - Nov 2020 ~

 The albatross is quite wellknown for its enormous wingspan, which enables it to soar on
air currents. When flying at
speeds of around 56km per
hour, it was learned that the
albatross can nap in mid-air.
 If you own a carrier pigeon in
France, from 1994 it became a
legal requirement to register
one’s bird with the
Department of
National Defence.
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Tell Pornhub and Planned Parenthood
that Black Lives Matter
by Kurt
Mahlburg
Cross + Culture
Over the last month, global
protests have been drawing
attention to the unjust treatment of
minority communities. As an organisation and as a slogan, Black
Lives Matter has captured the
world’s attention.
In America particularly, police
departments are facing serious
scrutiny in an effort to root out
racial bias and corruption. The
Minneapolis Police - whose
officers were responsible for
George Floyd’s unjust death - is
even being disbanded.
Many have suggested an
unbroken link between systemic
injustice today and the TransAtlantic slave trade to which most
black Americans trace their roots.
But for all the talk about a slavery
that was outlawed 150 years ago,
there’s an eerie silence about the
slavery that continues today.

rewarding the most popular
content with monetised ads.
The company recently took to
Twitter to polish its halo. It
declared:
“Pornhub
stands
in
solidarity against racism and
social injustice,”
and it encouraged followers to
donate to anti-racist charities.
But the New York Post has
called Pornhub out on its
hypocrisy. An article by anti-porn
campaigner
Laila
Mickelwait
highlighted
recent
Pornhub
content like a video entitled “I
Can’t Breathe” that made use of
search tags such as “George
Floyd” and “choke-out”.
Mickelwait went on:
“Countless other titles on
Pornhub feature variations on
the
N-word and “white
master,” exploited black teens.”

and “black slave” are suggested
search
terms
deliberately
promoted by Pornhub to its
users.”
If you would like to tell
Pornhub that black lives matter,
you can join a million others in
signing the Trafficking hub
petition. The petition’s goal is to
shut down Pornhub and hold its
executives accountable for aiding
sex trafficking. (Click here to sign
the petition.)
Planned Parenthood is another
corporate giant causing immense
harm to minority communities. In
fact, if you were on the hunt for a
still-thriving
organisation
to
“cancel” for its racist past, you
couldn’t find a better candidate.
“Planned
Parenthood
was
founded by the racist eugenicist
Margaret Sanger.”
With unblinking irony, Planned

Pornhub is the world’s largest
pornographic website, receiving
some 42 billion visits every year.
Users can upload their own
content and view that of others,
resulting in a vast video library of
rape, revenge porn, abuse and
torture - including that of children.
Several Pornhub-linked kidnapping cases have recently made
the news, such as 15-year-old Rose
Kalemba. As a result, Pornhub has
been forced to remove the offending content. But even after 118
confirmed cases of child abuse,
Pornhub itself remains untouched
as a sex trafficker’s dream,
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International Awareness Days
Parenthood also tweeted its selfrighteous indignation, saying,
“We’re devastated, grieving,
and outraged by violence
against black lives.” This,
despite the fact that Planned
Parent-hood kills an estimated
250 unborn black Americans
every day.

African-American or Hispanic
communities. Today, over onethird of Planned Parenthood’s
340,000 abortions are carried out
on black babies, even though the
black community makes up only
13
percent
of
America’s
population.

As America’s largest abortion
provider,
Planned Parenthood
Planned
Parenthood
was
founded by the racist eugenicist receives over US$500 million in
federal tax dollars. If
Margaret
Sanger,
African
you would like to take
who had ties to the
a
practical
stand
Ku Klux Klan. In a
American
against
systemic
1939 private letter,
racism
and
tell
women are
Sanger wrote:
Planned Parenthood
“We do not
five times
that black lives matter,
want word to go
you can join 700,000
out that we want more likely to
others in signing Live
to exterminate the
choose
Action’s petition to
Negro
abortion over defund the abortion
population.”
giant. (Click here to
To
this
day, white women.
sign the petition).
Planned Parenthood
There really is no point saying
celebrates Sanger as a ‘woman of
that black lives matter if we don’t
heroic accomplishments.’
mean it. [END]
And it continues to carry out
--------------------her ambitions. The Guttmacher Biography:
Institute, once Planned ParentOut of high school Kurt studied
architecture,
lived on a remote island in
hood’s research division, found
Indonesia
for
two life-changing years,
that African-American women are
became a primary school teacher, and
five times more likely to choose since the start of 2014 has been the
abortion over white women. This Associate Pastor (Youth and Young
data is used by Planned Parent- Adults) at Aldgate Baptist in the Adelaide
Hills, Australia.
hood with deadly effect.
In 2010, census statistics
revealed that almost 80 percent of
its surgical abortion clinics were
within walking distance of

Among the things he can’t get enough
of is hot summers, surfing adventures,
time in the outdoors, and communicating
the unchanging truths of Jesus with
people in a way that makes sense of life
and compels them to lifelong joyful
discipleship.
-------------------------------------
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September
5 International Day of Charity; 8 International Literacy
Day; 10 World Suicide Prevention Day; 15 International
Day of Democracy; 16 International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone Layer; 18 World Water
Monitoring Day; 21 International Day of Peace; 25
World pharmacist Day; 26 European Day of Languages
& International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear
Weapons; 27 World Tourism Day; 28 World Rabies Day
& International Right to Know Day & International Day
for Universal Access to Information & World Maritime
Day; 29 World Heart Day; 29 International Coffee Day;
30 International Translation Day.

October
1 International Day of Older Persons & World
Vegetarian Day; 2 International Day of Non-Violence &
World Cerebral Palsy Day & World Habitat Day; 5
World Teachers' Day; 9 World Post Day; 10 World
Mental Health Day & European and World Day Against
the Death Penalty; 11 International Day of the Girl Child;
13 World Thrombosis Day & International Day for
Disaster Reduction; 14 World Standards Day; 15 Global
Handwashing Day & World Students' Day &
International Day of Rural Women; 16 National Boss Day
(Boss's Day) & World Food Day; 17 International Day for
the Eradication of Poverty; 18 World Vasectomy Day; 20
World Osteoporosis Day & World Statistics Day; 22
International Stuttering Awareness Day; 24 United
Nations Day & World Development Information Day; 27
World Day for Audiovisual Heritage; 28 International
Animation Day; 29 World Stroke Day; 31 World Cities
Day; 1st Mon World Habitat Day; 2nd Thurs World Sight
Day; 1st Fri World Smile Day; 2nd Sat International
Migratory Bird Day.

December
1 World Vegan Day; 2 International Day to End
Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists; 5 World
Tsunami Awareness Day; 6 International Day for
Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in War
and Armed Conflict; 8 International Day of Radiology;
10 World Science Day for Peace and Development &
World Keratoconus Day; 12 World Pneumonia Day; 13
World Kindness Day; 14 World Diabetes Day &
Children's Day; 15 Day of the Imprisoned Writer &
World COPD Awareness Day; 16 International Day for
Tolerance & World Philosophy Day; 17 International
Students Day & World Prematurity Day; 19
International Journalist's Remembrance Day & World
Toilet Day & International Men's Day (not all countries)
& World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims;
20 Universal Children's Day; 21 World Television Day
& World Hello Day; 25 International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women; 3rd Thurs
World Philosophy Day; 3rd Sun World Day of
Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims.

-----------------------------International Day for Tolerance has been observed
annually since it was first declared by UNESCO in
1995. Its purpose is to bring awareness to the public
about the dangers of intolerance, and is observed on
16 November.
Various countries around the world hold
festivities including the Peace Summit in Blangadesh.
1.

[END]
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Can Any One of You by Worrying
Add a Single Hour to Your Life?
by Michael
Hannett
SPAG Journalist

I listened to a passage from a
book on the radio one night that
went something like this:
"The life you will have,
depends on how you live each
day."
That got me thinking: in
scripture, God tells us to focus
on life one day at a time, and let
Him worry about the rest.
He asks us to just focus on each
day, and for us to entrust our
future to Him, because He has it
handled.
Look what happens when we
spend every day worrying about
the next one, or we fret about
things that may be a month, or
even further away. This often
causes us to stress, so much so
that we end up not being able to
really enjoy the day in front of
us.
Instead we lose many days
letting that worry grow and
fester. Our anxiety can escalate
until we no longer enjoy life. We
then can become miserable and
moody, with a persistent dark
cloud over our heads.

take each day as it comes and
make the most of that day, while
letting Him worry about the ones
to come.

labor or spin. Yet I tell you that
not even Solomon in all his
splendor was dressed like one
of these.

He knows our future, and
doesn’t fret over it as we would,
after all, He created all of our
days and knows what our future
will contain. While there may be
days that are challenging and
hard, you will have blessings.

If that is how God clothes the
grass of the field, which is here
today and tomorrow is thrown
into the fire, will He not much
more clothe you - you of little
faith?

“Therefore I tell you, do not
worry about your life, what
you will eat or drink; or about
your body, what you will wear.
Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothes?
Look at the birds of the air;
they do not sow or reap or
store away in barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much more
valuable than they? Can any
one of you by worrying add a
single hour to your life?
And why do you worry about
clothes? See how the flowers of
the field grow. They do not

So do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ For the pagans run
after all these things, and your
heavenly Father knows that
you need them.
But seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to
you as well.
Therefore do not worry
about
tomorrow,
for
tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own.” Matthew
6:25-34 [NIV]

[END]

When we spend our lives
worrying about days we haven't
lived yet, and couldn't possibly
know the outcome of, we stop
living, and it becomes a vicious
cycle. That is why God tells us to
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Puzzle Page
Moses and the Egyptians
~ Wordsearch and Hidden Verse ~
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Words to find:
bulrushes
burning bush
door frames
Nile River
Promised land

Amram
death
Hebrews
Miriam
slave

basket
Egypt
hyssop
Moses
sons

Aaron
first born
Jethro
Pharaoh
staff

blood
flies
king
plagues
straw

boils
frogs
lambs
Red Sea
Zipporah

bricks
gnats
locusts
rescue
thunder

chariots
hail
Midian
sacrifice
water

darkness
livestock
miracles
sickness
Jochebed

Can you find the hidden verse from Exodus?
“___

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ,

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
___ ___ ___

___

___ ___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___

___ ___

___ ___

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

___ ___

___ ___ ___.”

(*Thank you to Katelin Staples for being our puzzle champion to make sure this puzzle works*)
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LOW-CARB RECIPES
Easy recipes for two people or more, with regular
supermarket ingredients. All recipes have been
tried and tested, right in Kristie’s Kitchen!

MAIN COURSE: serves 2

DESSERT: serves 2-4

Salmon and Feta Salad

Cashew and Blueberry Cake

Ingredients:

Ingredients:

150g smoked salmon halved
200g mixed lettuce
Handful cherry or mini roma tomatoes
Whole avocado
¼ small red onion (adjust as you prefer or omit)
50g crumbled feta
Handful of sunflower seeds
Olive oil or butter for cooking

Base:
½ cups of almonds
1 tsp vanilla essence

Instructions:

Instructions:

Pour a small amount of oil or butter onto a heated
frying plan, and gently fry the salmon on both sides.

Base: place all of the base ingredients together in a
food processor and using the pulse button, mix until
the ingredients bind together as a sticky dough
which will take several minutes.

½ cup dates (pitted)
1 tbsp water

Filling:
2½ cups raw cashews (soaked overnight - at least 8
hours or one hour in boiling water)
¾ cup sugar-free maple syrup
1 cup frozen blueberries
1 tbsp coconut oil

Meanwhile, mix together the lettuce, tomatoes,
onion and crumbled feta and place onto serving dish,
leaving room for the salmon. Cut the avocado flesh
into thin slices and place on one side of the salad,
then top with some sunflower seeds. Sesame seeds
are a delicious alternative.
Once the salmon is almost but not quite cooked,
turn off the heat and allow it continue cooking on its
own for 2-3 more minutes. Then serve with the salad,
sprinkling a little sea salt over the dish.

Cover the base and sides of a spring-form cake tin
with baking paper, and then press the base mixture
in firmly.
Filling: place all ingredients together in a blender and
mix until it’s very smooth. Pour over the crust and
gently tap to even it out and remove bubbles.
Place the cake into the freezer for at least 4-5
hours and when ready to serve, leave it out at room
temperature for around 15 minutes and then serve. If
the weather is cooler, leave it out a little longer so it’s
not completely frozen when served.
Decorate as you wish.
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Next Quarter’s Issue:

Puzzle Page Answer from page 45
The Bible verse can be found in Exodus 6:7a referring to God’s
promise to His people who would become the Israelites:
“I will gather you to Me as My people, and I will be your God.”

Did you guess what the object is in the
close-up image on 19? (See the image
below left) It was the skin on the cap of a
mushroom as you can see in the enlarged
image below right.

Tantalising Trivia
There are billions of possible moves in chess. In fact, in the first four moves on each
side of the chessboard, it’s claimed that there are 318,979,564,000 possible moves.
According to Chesmayne, in the entire game of chess there are more moves than there are
galaxies, and there are more gambits, defences and openings, than the number of quarks in
our universe.1
(1. http://www.bernmedical.com/blog/how-many-possible-move-combinations-are-there-in-chess)
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SPAG Magazine, it’s staff and volunteers are as yet unpaid for their hard work, skills and contributions, although we hope that in the near future we will obtain sufficient financial support through which we can ensure our costs are met and
our people are recompensed for their valuable work.
Any promotions, articles and information shared through SPAG Magazine, may not necessarily reflect exactly the individual beliefs and convictions of our staff members and volunteers, nor of our readers. We understand that an article may
cause concern or possibly even offence to some Christian readers, but that is not our intention. Our purpose is to inspire, challenge, and encourage Christian adults in their walk, and to honour and exalt God. If you do feel challenged by an
article, we hope that you will prayerfully seek wisdom and guidance about the information presented. If a reader has feedback of any kind, we would be happy to receive it.
While we make an attempt to ensure that the organisations that we promote are legitimate, SPAG Magazine, it’s staff and volunteers are not responsible for any organisation, individual or group that we promote whose intentions may be to
deliberately provide false or misleading information with the aim of perhaps profiting by such deception, or for reasons unknown to us. If an individual or group who reads SPAG Magazine wishes to financially support a person or
organisation, that is shared in SPAG Magazine, we encourage our readers to pray for and research the organisation themselves, and if uncertain, to desist from providing any financial or other support to the individual or organisation.
Our policy when it comes to advertising, articles, promotions and other items provided through SPAG Magazine, is that any organisation or person who submits a request to sponsor or promote a business, organisation or event etc in SPAG
Magazine or submits an article, photo or anything else for consideration, does so on the understanding and agreement that neither their business, their products, article or any type of promotion will conflict with our Bible-based Christian ethics
and convictions nor shall it cause offence to Christians regarding their beliefs. Additionally, the contributor accepts all legal and other responsibilities for their submission for publication, should their contribution not belong to them or is not
correctly attributed. If a reader, an individual or organisation believes that an article, a photo or other item shared in SPAG Magazine is in breach of copyright etc, we urge the concerned party to contact us as soon as possible.
Copyright © 2015-2020: the content of our website and this publication are the exclusive property of SPAG Magazine or of the individuals and/or organisations about whom we share articles or promotions. Please contact us if you would like
to use an article or item from SPAG Magazine, or contribute an article or other item for consideration.
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~ Single Person Approved by God ~
Birds: the Good, the Odd and the Ugly
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

~ Single Person Approved by God ~

A bottle tree in Keep River
Birds: the Good, the Odd and the Ugly
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
National Park, Northern
Territory, Australia
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