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Welcome to another issue of SPAG Magazine.
In September, I walked into a local supermarket and spotted their new
displays, and suddenly realised it was almost that time of year again - yes,
it’s almost Christmas! Here’s a great Christmas gift you can give us, that
won’t cost you anything except a little of your time - may I encourage you
to please pray for this ministry so that we can achieve our goals: our
purpose is to encourage, challenge and inspire Christian adults in their walk, and
to honour and exalt God. Please also include our team in your prayers, all of
whom are volunteers and lead busy lives.
Speaking about our team, we’re welcoming onboard,
another new team member, Sharma Taylor, who has been
writing for Press Service International for a while [link].
Welcome to the team Sharma! I’m sure our readers
will enjoy discovering more about you through your articles.
Sharma’s article in this issue can be found on page 16, entitled
“Thoughtlessness at a Gas Station,” which she originally shared in
Christian Today (Australia.)
I love that we have such a diverse range of writers whose life
experiences bring real insight from varying perspectives. To learn more
about Sharma, we’ve shared a short biography on page 27. You might also
like to check out an article that Christian Today Australia shared about
yours truly recently - link here.
I have another piece of exciting news: our journalist
Joseph Kolapudi was recently married. Congratulations!
More congratulations: I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate
Press Service International upon winning the Gutenberg award from the
Australasian Religious Press Association for its young writer program
which was awarded at the annual Conference in early September in
Auckland, New Zealand.
I’m afraid there’s no congratulations nor a winner in our birthday
competition which ended on 31 October, due to the limited number of
entries. One of the requirements was that there had to be a minimum of ten
purchases from our store during the competition period to cover the costs
of the prize and postage, but that didn’t occur. I’d like to extend my thanks
to those few who purchased items - thank you for your support. If you
missed out on our competition, you can still help this ministry by donating,
or purchasing an item from our online store (we have around 200 handmade items available), or buy a gift voucher for a friend or family member
(link).
Several issues back we started sharing Christian news snippets in each
issue, to keep you up-to-date on Christian and related news, and as the
number of snippets grew larger and larger, it became too unwieldy for the
magazine, so they’ve been moved to our webpage. We’ll try to update it
around once a month or so. Here’s the link. In this issue we have a new
segment called “It’s a Weird World After All,” which will include strange
places and unusual creatures from around the world. I hope you enjoy our
first little item, which you can find on page 58.
Oh, and just for fun, how many teeny, tiny Christmas decorations can
you find scattered throughout this issue? Ignore this one below as it’s too
large. There are 23 to find.
Wishing you the very best for Christmas and
the new year from all of the SPAG team.
Kind regards
Vicki Nunn
SPAG Editor
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Journalist
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SPAG (Single Person Approved by God) is a free quarterly, online
magazine for Christians adults, with a focus on singles. While it is based
in Australia, it is an international, inter-denominational publication. Our
threefold aims are:
 to honour and exalt God;
 to encourage, challenge and inspire all Christian believers, with
articles suitable for all Christian adults; and
 to provide Christian singles, Church leaders, married couples and
Christian counsellors with some insight into the problems and needs
of singles who can sometimes feel overlooked or even unwanted in
their church or Christian community.
SUBMISSIONS:
Feel free to write to us via our email: spagmag@yahoo.com.au. Please
title your email with the relevant section of SPAG or address it to the
Editor. You may feel compelled to respond to an article, or you may like
to submit an article* or photo* of your own for consideration. Perhaps
you have a question or personal struggle you’re dealing with and would
like a response from our Counsellor Lou, SPAG's Counsellor.
*Please note that any item or photo for publication must be your own original work and not
copied or extracted from elsewhere.*

ADVERTISING:
If you would like to promote your business or major Christian activity
in SPAG, please contact the Editor, Vicki Nunn on email:
spagmag@yahoo.com.au or phone (+61) 042 44 33 772. Information about
advertising costs can be found on our website (link here)
Community or non-profit groups are advertised free, though we
cannot guarantee that there will always be sufficient space to do so.
Please send your request no later than 6 weeks before our publication
dates, ie mid January, mid April, mid July, and mid October.
* By submitting your letter, item, photo or article for inclusion in SPAG, you personally accept all legal
responsibility for your submission, and acknowledge that you have not extracted nor copied written or
photographic or other material from elsewhere that does not belong to you or whose copyright is
owned by another. You hereby accept all legal responsibility and exempt SPAG and anyone associated
with this magazine from any and all legal consequences and responsibilities. By submitting your
letter, item or article you are giving your complete approval for SPAG Magazine and anyone
associated with it, to freely use it in SPAG Magazine or on our website, agreeing that use of said item
will be without charge and that you waive all financial compensations for said item. SPAG agrees not
to share your personal details or your contribution with any other organisation or person not
associated with it.

Singles: we understand that you may feel invisible, overlooked or even unwanted in the church. Be assured that your needs, concerns and problems
are real. You are not alone, but are part of a vast family of brothers and sisters. God sees you and your struggles: He knows you and He loves you.
The articles here are written to encourage, challenge and inspire you, whether single or married.
~ Please feel free to share SPAG Magazine with others.~
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She Said

He Said

In this issue’s ‘Letters to Lou,’ our Counsellor provides a response to a
husband and wife who are struggling in their marriage.

Did I Marry the Wrong Woman?

Did I Marry the Wrong Man?
Dear Lou

Dear Lou

Before we got married, my husband and I had
a wonderful relationship. We'd have fights
sometimes but were usually able to get passed
it pretty easily, and we talked it through.

Before we got married, my wife and I had a good,
solid relationship. We'd have fights sometimes but we
usually sorted it out, and after I listened to her, we’d
come to an agreement, most times.

Now we're married, it's like we're fighting
all the time, and my husband pressures me to
give in when we fight because he thinks that as
the husband and the leader of the marriage, that
his decisions are better or more important than
my own.

Now we're married, and it's like we do nothing but
fight. My wife believes that her decisions are always
correct and that I should just drop what I was
thinking and agree with her. The fact is, the Bible is
very clear that my duty as the husband is to be the
leader of the household, and when we can't come to an
agreement, my decisions should be the one we accept.

I always thought we'd share decision-making
and for really important decisions, we'd pray
about it a lot before we'd make a choice, but my
husband insists that because he's the man, his
choice should have priority over mine and
claims that it's Biblical.
I always knew he was a little stubborn, but it
feels like he's belittling me and my decisionmaking ability and that sometimes it's almost
like he's trying to be difficult on purpose just so
that he gets to be the boss all the time.
Where's the man that I knew before we got
married? Was I really that blind to him and
how difficult marriage can be?
Have I made a terrible choice in my marriage
partner, and does this mean I have to live with
him and his bullying ways forever?
Shenae

4

If neither of us can agree, there will be ongoing
acrimony and unresolved conflict, which I believe is
why the Bible gives the husband the authority in those
circumstances to break the stalemate.
I had never really seen the stubborn side of her
before we were married, because she was so easy to get
along with. When I feel like she's not listening to my
side of things now, I try to point out the flaws in her
argument, but that just makes her more upset, and I
can tell you that the look on her face sometimes is
almost venomous. Then for days afterwards she barely
says anything to me, other than an occasional grunt.
Where's the woman that I knew before we got
married? How could I not have noticed this stubborn
side of her before? Have I made a terrible choice in my
marriage partner, and does this mean I have to live
with her and her brooding, sullenness forever?

~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~
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SHE SAID

HE SAID: Responses from our Counsellor

Did I Marry the Wrong Man?

Did I Marry the Wrong Woman?

Dear Shenae

Dear David

Your letter sadly is more the norm for many couples, even more
seriously within Christian marriages because I know men who
misconstrue Scripture for their own benefit. Read and reread
Ephesians 5:21-33

Please read the previous letter I answered for your
wife.

Paul wrote “wives submit to your husband as you do the Lord.”
He then writes, “Husbands you must love your wives with the same
love as Christ loves the church.” When you read this, the husband
has the far greater responsibility, to be a man of God and to love,
care and nurture his wife.
I see no indication here where a man is to be the controller of his
wife, or to Lord it over his wife, or to be a bully in a marriage. The
reason we see much bullying happening in some Christian
marriages is because the men only read, “wives submit yourselves to
your husband.” The biggest requirement is to put this statement in
context with what Paul was saying.
When you marry ,you become one in Christ and this means you
become equals. When I find a husband who lords it over his wife, I
note that we don’t have a Christian marriage.
Let me answer a couple of other matters I have observed.
You wrote that pre-marriage you had a wonderful relationship,
but you did have some fights which you were able to resolve with
communication.
Question for you: What is your level of discussion now and are you
mutually resolving issues? From your letter I note your husband
now is always right because he is the male: that’s a wrong attitude
and even worse behaviour.
I note that you had differences before your marriage. I have a rule
of thumb which says, “the relationship you build pre-marriage is
often as good as it is going to get.” Serious arguments are always a
red flag to me.
Much of your letter talks about the consequences of decisions that
have been made and you are not being honoured or respected. As a
Christian you have all of God’s resources available to you to make
right decisions. You can make your marriage work, but it will only
come with some serious intervention with a Godly Christian
marriage counsellor. You need to seek out such a counsellor, and
then encourage your husband to join you for some serious
relationship counselling.
Failure to do this would leave me with concerns for the longevity
for your marriage.
Marriage is about two people working together to build a
respectful and loving relationship. Some of your concerns should
have been noted in your pre-marital counselling.

Now I will make a few comments for you to
consider.
First let me say, you have the greater responsibility
in this matter, because you are using your ‘lordship’
over your partner to get your own way. When you do
push for your right to have the final decision in
matters pertaining to you as a couple and as a family,
you can be sure you are on a significant downhill
slide.
When you use your position of authority to demand
your way, your wife will only go one way, and that is
to withdraw from you. When you say your wife is
stubborn, brooding and sullen, you need to note that
you are the major contributor to the problem. Your
wife has lost respect for you because you do not
respect her, and then use God to justify your position.
What would I suggest you do to get through this
situation?
Get back to a place where you are equals in your
marriage. It is not ‘you and me,’ but ‘us.’ The time has
come for some serious heartfelt relationship building
and find a place where both of you are important and
both of you need to contribute to your relationship.
You will need a counsellor to help you work
through this matter, and need someone to help you
both with some good reflective listening skills, and the
ability to guide you to building a healthy relationship.
David, please do not now or ever ‘lord’ it over your
wife. She is your partner and what you have shared in
good times is what should be your normal experience.
Your wife is simply reacting to your behaviour, and
you are the one who can turn this around.
I would have absolute confidence that if you will do
the hard work, you will get a beautiful response from
that precious lady who is your wife.
You can make the difference, so change your
direction and build a mutual, caring and sharing
marriage. Your wife will respect you as head of the
house as you earn the right to receive her respect.
Do the work and you will receive the blessing

Pray for God to intervene in your marriage in a special way, and
look for some significant changes.
Lou
5
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Christmas - More than a Star!
by Ron Ross
Press Service International

In 2016, the Jewish celebration
of Hanukkah and Christmas
coincided. Although Hanukkah is
joyously celebrated, it is not
mentioned in the Bible.
Hanukkah is linked to the story
of the Maccabees, heroes of Israel,
who liberated their homeland
from Antiochus, the king of Syria.
His forces tried to impose their
Hellenistic culture on the Jewish
people. The campaign was
intensified in 167 B.C.E, when
Antiochus captured Jerusalem,
plundered the Temple treasures
and sacrificed a pig to Jupiter on
the temple altar.
The Maccabees led by the five
sons of the priest Mattathias
resisted. They conducted a
successful three-year programme
that led to the cleansing and
rededication of the Temple.
Because of the constraints
enforced on the Jews, they were
unable to celebrate the Festival of
Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles.
That was significant and painfully
missed. Every year Sukkot is a
time of great joy.
My wife and I experienced the
joy, fellowship and hospitality of
Sukkot throughout the years we
lived in Jerusalem.
When the Temple was restored
to the Jewish people, they restored
the days of Joy with Hanukkah
and like Sukkot it continued for
eight days.
The first Jewish historian
Josephus preferred the name
6

Festival of Lights. Although not
mentioned in the Bible, the Jewish
Talmud provides itemized details
especially with instructions for the
lighting of the candles day by day.

Hanukkah. (John chapter 10,
verses 22-30). The story described
Jesus 'walking in the temple in the
Portico of Solomon.' The people

Oil
The story is told of oil in what
is now known as the miracle of
Hanukkah. To rededicate the
Temple, the Jews needed oil to
light the menorah. They found
enough to keep the light burning
for just one night. Famously their
supply lasted eight days when
they were able to make more oil to
keep the eternal flame aglow.
There is a clear connection
between the Hanukkah story and
events of today. Our Christian
beliefs are under attack. Powersthat-be have destroyed our
Sabbath. No longer is the seventh
day set aside as it once was.
Immorality throughout the world
is expressed openly. Debauchery
is rife. Idolatry for many gods is
rampant. We have the arrogance
and ambition of Antiochus in
many destructive 21st century
forms.
Jesus arrived into such a scene.
He came to Israel when enemies
longed to gain control and
religious leaders functioned by
rampant
authoritarianism.
It
comes as no surprise Jesus
described Himself as 'The Light of
the world" and He did it often.
Picture him in an abused Temple
miraculously bringing light and
restoration where the enemy had
plundered.
The Bible describes Jesus in
Jerusalem during the Feast of
Dedication, another name for
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~
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surrounded Him. The verb
actually described the crowd
'encircling' Jesus akin to a mob!
Religious leaders were in the
group and they approached Him
aggressively. "If you are the
Christ, tell us plainly," they said.
Jesus spoke to them about the
miracles they had seen. "The
deeds that I do in the name of my
Father, these testify about me." He
said. Jesus had performed many
miracles. It was open knowledge
but rather than recognising His
true identity, their religious
position was threatened and they
feared Him when indeed worship
was
the
more
appropriate
response.
The Temple
The invasion by wicked forces,
reminds all of us, we have been
anointed to be the Temple of the
Holy Spirit, (1 Corinthians chapter
6, verse 19.)
How many
unsanctified attacks have we
experienced? Do we embrace the
spirit of the Maccabees and fight
with faith and passion against all
manner of intrusion? As His
Temple, we are each set aside in
this world, to glorify God and
Jesus makes it possible.
The oil provided for the
Temple lamps is an amazing story,
a miracle. When we pause to
consider how produced their oil,

the ancient Hebrews it becomes a
valuable lesson. Oil was produced
most frequently from the olive
berry. It was shaken and pressed.
The berry was bruised in a mortar,
crushed in an olive press, ground
in a mill or trodden under foot. It
is described as ‘beaten’ oil in
Exodus chapter 27, verse 20 and
Exodus chapter 29, verse 40. The
oil used for lamps was specifically
said to be ‘beaten,' (Matthew
chapter 25, verse 3.)
His Light was costly. Our love
of Jesus is meant to glow. He said,
"You are the light of the world."
Matthew chapter 5, verse 14
[NLT]

That joy and radiance is echoed
by our relationship with Him. As I
typed these words I immediately
started to sing, "You Light Up My
Life" a song by Debbie Boone. It
was released in 1977 but it is as
real today as it was then.
So when we think about the
manger this year, praise him for
the battle he not only engaged, but
the victory He has already won
and your Lamp He lights every
day. [END]
---------------------Biography:
Ron Ross is a Middle East consultant
for United Christian Broadcasters (Vision
FM), and was a reporter for Christian
media based in Jerusalem
Ron Ross’ previous articles may be
viewed at www.pressserviceinternational.
org/ron-ross.html
-------------------------Bibliography:
Ross, Ron, 14 December 2016, Christian
Today: “More Than a Star!” available:
www.christiantoday.com.au/article/christmas.
more.than.a.star/23252.htm, accessed 20/12/16
[NLT]New Living Translation, Holy Bible,
New Living Translation, copyright © 1996,
2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used
by permission of Tyndale House Publishers,
Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights

Jesus preaching in the portico of
Solomon in the temple
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Every Believer is a Witness!

~ May 2020 ~
Together in 2020, we can reach one
billion people with the Gospel
GO 2020 is a special edition of Global
Outreach Day. Join thousands of
people, churches and Christian
organisations worldwide, dedicating
the month of May 2020 to prayer and
evangelism.
We are training believers how to
share the gospel in a personal
conversation.
Go love! Go pray! Go share!
“Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his
harvest field.” Matthew 9,37
For more information, go to:
www.go2020.world/
Check these videos out:
1. share the gospel; and
2. Amazing Grace flashmob
Organisation Promotion

Single? Christian?
Looking for fun,
friendship and
fellowship?
Club Solo is delighted to invite you to
an outing or camp. Operating for more
than 37 years, Club Solo is an interdenominational ministry which serves
Christian singles.
There are Club Solo groups in
Melbourne, Adelaide, Geelong, Sydney
and Brisbane.
Find out more about Club Solo
groups in your area. Information is
available on our website. Perhaps you
might like to start a group in your town
and need a little help - contact the
Director, Rev Steve Mitchell, who has a
real pastor’s heart for singles:
Phone: (03) 9407 1240
Email: clubsolo@tpg.com.au
Web:
www.clubsolo.org.au
 Go to contents 
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What You Didn’t Know About the
Real Laura Ingalls Wilder
by Jonathon van
Maren
First appeared
‘The Bridgehead’

in

There are now just a handful of
people left alive who knew Laura
Ingalls Wilder, and William
Turner, the former chairman of the
Great Southern Bank, is one of
them.
After stumbling across his
name in Caroline Fraser’s powerful new biography “Prairie Fires:
The American Dreams of Laura
Ingalls Wilder,” I called the bank
in Mansfield to see if I could track
him down. After a few call
transfers, Turner, now in his
eighties, came onto the line. Of
course he remembered her, he
said.
“When I was a senior in high
school, we were having a pie
supper to raise money for our
class, and myself and a girl went
out to see Mrs. Wilder at her place,
Rocky Ridge Farm,” he chuckled.
“And she said well, I can’t give
you a donation, but I can give you
a hand-written poem - and we
sold that poem at the pie supper.
I’ve forgotten just what it brought,
but it wasn’t very much.”
If only they’d waited a few
years.
The woman who would
become one of the most famous
authors in the United States of
America was then just another
resident of Mansfield, Missouri, a
thriving town that would fill up
with horses and wagons each
Saturday afternoon when the
farmers would come to town to
8

sell their crops in the square and
the stores would stay open until
9.o’clock.
“She was reserved, dressed nice
and all,” Turner recalled. “As I
remember, she was kind of a prim
lady, very proper.”
“I had a friend who lived on
the farm next to her and he used
to do things for her like mow her
yard, and he said the way she’d
contact him was she’d put a note
in her mailbox, ‘to Roscoe,’ to
come to her house. And then the
postman would take it over to his
box, which was the next box.”
A couple of days later, Bill
Turner called me back. He had his
friend with him in the office, he
told me, and 92 year old Dale
Freeman, a retired newspaperman, had also known the Wilder
family and wanted to share his
memories with me.
Freeman, whose father served
as mayor of Mansfield, was one of
only a handful of Catholics in the
town, and “all four of us were
micks.”
Freeman used to sell Wilder
magazines as a young boy, and
“she paid cash, too - Colliers, the
Missouri Ruralist. A nickel a
copy… this was during the
deepest, darkest Depression”
He paused. “I guess I’m one of
the final four or something that
remembers Mrs. Wilder in the
early days… She was a very nice
lady, very polite. She was quite
tiny, white hair, and I remember
that the Methodist Church has a
monthly luncheon. They’d charge
a quarter or maybe fifty cents to
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

Laura Ingalls when she was around 18.

go in and grab anything… She
was quite a cook. I remember my
mother saying Mrs. Wilder
brought such and such so find
where her food is and grab
something from that.”
“She was quite popular. She
was quite active in the Methodist
church - she was quite religious.”
Freeman remembered Almanzo
Wilder, too, a quiet man who
didn’t like to leave Rocky Ridge
Farm if he could help it and
preferred to stick to himself.
“My dad played pool with him
- billiards. My dad and my uncle
ran the Ford Motor Company in
Mansfield - this is at the start of
World War II. I was the gas jockey.
I waited on the pump. Mr. Wilder
would drive up in his Chrysler,
and at that time we had gas
rations - this was in ’42. I would
put in his four gallons of gas which was the weekly ration - and
Mr. Wilder and my dad would go

 Go to contents 
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over to the pool hall and shoot
pool.”
“I was just a kid, and he was an
old man - everybody over thirty
was an old man to me - he was
always very nice to me. We didn’t
see much of Mr. Wilder around
the town square.”
History Isn’t that Far Back
It was somewhat surreal to be
speaking with people who
actually knew Laura Ingalls
Wilder - after all, her very name
conjures up the pioneer days of
covered wagons, frontier towns,
and a long-gone way of life. But
history often isn’t as far back as
we think, and Caroline Fraser’s
beautiful book “Prairie Fires: The
American Dreams of Laura Ingalls
Wilder” does a magnificent job of
bringing
this
fact
home,
combining an informative overview of the eras Wilder lived
through with the small details of
everyday life that made the Little
House books so beloved in the
first place.
Fraser unearths many fascinating details about the Ingalls
family,
from
their
Puritan
forebears who came over on the
Mayflower to the fact that the
events recounted in Little House
on the Prairie actually occurred
prior to Wilder’s memories of
Pepin, Wisconsin, recorded in
Little House in the Big Woods.
Fraser traces the journey of the
Ingalls family in vivid detail,
adding many anecdotes not found
in Wilder’s books: how she
worked from the age of nine
onwards to help support her
family, the death of her little
brother Freddy, and her father’s
many financial failures, often
borne of the fact that Charles
Ingalls’ desire for both a profitable
9

A replica of the little house in the big woods, Pepin, Wisconsin

farm and his longing to live in the
empty
wilderness
were
profoundly incompatible.
Most riveting was Fraser’s
recounting of the locust plague
that struck the Ingalls claim at
Plum Creek in 1875, wiping out
their crops.
Reading the book as a child, I
had always assumed that this
cloud of locusts was a local event but Fraser describes in chilling
detail an unfathomable horde of
Rocky mountain locusts sweeping
across America in an event of
biblical proportions:
The Ingallses had no way of
knowing it, but the locust swarm
descending upon them was the
largest in recorded human history.
It would become known as
“Albert’s swarm.”
In Nebraska, a meteorologist
named Albert Child measured its
flight for 10 days in June,
telegraphing for further information from east and west, noting
wind
speed
and
carefully
calculating the extent of the cloud
of insects. He startled himself with
his conclusions: the swarm
appeared to be 110 miles (177km)
wide, 1,800 miles (2,897km) long,
and a quarter to a half mile (400m800m) in depth. The wind was
blowing at 10 miles an hour, but
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

the locusts were moving even
faster, at 15. They covered 198,000
square miles (512,818km²), Child
concluded.
“This is utterly incredible,” he
wrote, “yet how can we put it
aside?”
The cloud consisted of some 3.5
trillion insects.
The swarms swept from
Saskatchewan to Texas, devouring
everything in their path. The
grasshoppers savoured the sweatstained
handles
of
farm
implements, chewed the wool off
sheep, ate the leaves off trees.
After flying, settling, consuming, and laying eggs, they began
marching across the country,
millions massing to form pontoons
across creeks and rivers. Hoppers
were said to “eat everything but
the mortgage.”
Terrified, people reached for
comparisons, likening the insectile
clouds to other natural disasters:
snow
storms,
hail
storms,
tornadoes, even wildfires.
“The noise their myriad jaws
make when engaged in their work
of destruction can be realized by
anyone who has ‘fought’ a prairie
fire … the low crackling and
rasping,” read a report from the
U.S. Entomological Commission,
 Go to contents 
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created by Congress to address the
crisis.

Grasshoppers could work faster
than fields could be dragged.

Even modern scientists stretch
for language to convey the
swarm’s ferocity, calling it a
“metabolic wildfire.” It consumed
roughly a quarter of the country.

Pa Ingalls fought desperately to
save his crops, setting fire to piles
of straw and manure around the
field to smoke out the invaders.
After two days of struggle, he
gave up, and on the third day the
locusts headed west, marching up
one side of the Ingalls shanty and
down the other.

Farmers ran frantically to cover
tender garden plants with gunny
sacks, quilts, shawls, and dresses,
only to watch, stunned, as the
insects chewed right through
them. A Kansas woman found
denuded pits hanging from her
peach tree. She tried to save her
garden by covering it with sacks
but soon saw it was hopeless:
“The hoppers regarded that as
a huge joke, and enjoyed the
awning … or if they could not get
under, they ate their way through.
The cabbage and lettuce disappeared the first afternoon.”
She noticed the “neat way”
they had of eating onions from the
inside out, leaving the outer shell
behind.
Grasshopper carcasses fouled
wells, polluted creeks and rivers,
and halted trains labouring up
grades, the tracks greasy with
crushed bodies. There were
reports of children screaming in
horror as insects alighted on them
and of farmers’ wives becoming
hysterical, mad with fright. A
woman wearing a striped frock
said insects settled on her and ate
“every bit of green stripe in that
dress.”
Technology
was
useless.
Inventive
farmers
crafted
“hopperdozers” out of sheet
metal, contraptions drenched in
coal tar and pulled across infested
fields. These collected some pests,
but their effectiveness was limited.
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In their wake, they left the
fields and creeks filled with
grasshopper eggs, guaranteeing
that the farm would be a failure.
In today’s money, the plague
cost western agriculture roughly
$4.6 billion, and two million
bushels of wheat were lost in
Minnesota alone that year.
Pa was forced to walk two
hundred miles east for work to
make some money, and on
November 30, was forced to sign a
statement in the presence of
county officials that he was
“wholly without means” in order
to get two half-barrels of flour for
his family. Farrow suspects he
never told his family how he got
the flour.
The Searing Cold Night
There were other fascinating
details not included in Wilder’s
books, as well. On that famous
night recounted in “The Long
Winter” when Laura was teaching
at a little school out on the Great
Plains miles away from her
parents in De Smet and Almanzo
Wilder appeared out of the
searing cold night to bring her
home for the weekend on his
sleigh, Almanzo had apparently
been conflicted about whether or
not to go and fetch her.
The temperature had plunged
to 45 below, and a stiff north wind
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

Caroline and Charles Ingalls, Laura’s parents

cut through clothes like a hot knife
through butter. As he stood
hesitating in front of the hitching
post in De Smet, wondering
whether he should brave the frigid
winter and bring Laura home, Cap
Garland walked by. Giving him a
glance, he uttered the comment
that steeled Almanzo’s nerves and
made up his mind: “God hates a
coward.”
Pa Stayed
I had always wondered why
the Ingalls family ended up
staying in De Smet rather than
carrying on - settling in town
seemed so out of character for
Charles Ingalls. As it turns out,
Fraser reveals, Pa actually wanted
to move on by 1883 - this time, to
the West coast via the famous
Oregon Trail. His wife, however,
had had enough. Caroline Ingalls
put her foot down and refused to
pack up and move yet again.
Their travels were over, and
Laura married Almanzo Wilder he’d first asked if he could “see”
her after a revival meeting - in the
parlor of her friend Ida Brown’s
house on August 25, 1885, with
the Rev. Brown officiating.
“Laura Ingalls’s childhood was
over,” Fraser writes. “Her early
life had engendered intense
loyalty to family, a love of the
 Go to contents 
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open prairies, and a resentment of
authority, tempered by a deep
appreciation of kindness and
helpfulness in others.”
The Philosophy Behind the
Books
In a column written decades
later in 1917, Wilder would lay out
the philosophy that would inform
her Little House books:
“It is the simple things in life
that make living worthwhile, the
sweet fundamental things such as
love and duty, work and rest and
living close to nature.”
After the failure of the Wilder
claim recounted in “The First Four
Years,” where they had lost nearly
everything - including a baby son,
who is buried in the cemetery
outside De Smet under a
gravestone that simply reads
“Baby Wilder” - the Wilders
headed with their daughter Rose
to live with Almanzo’s parents in
New York State, before heading
out again to try their hand in
Florida in 1891.
Laura despised it, and the
venture lasted barely over a year.
Back in De Smet, Rose
described the contentment of the
Ingalls family when they were all
together - blind Mary, playing
hymns on the organ on Sunday,
and the satisfaction they derived
from each other:
“The truth is that they didn’t
expect much in this world, and
they just shed thankfulness
around them for what they had.”
But the Wilders would soon
leave again, this time heading to
the Ozarks in 1894 (a journey
described in Laura’s published
diaries, “On the Way Home.”)
On their last night in De Smet,
Fraser describes the heart-rending
11

moment of their parting, when
Laura asked Pa to play the fiddle
for her one last time:
Long into the night, he spun
out all the songs he had played to
them across the years in their farflung houses, in Wisconsin,
Kansas, Minnesota, and Dakota
Territory.
“It was gay and strong and
reaching,” Rose wrote, “wanting,
trying to get to something beyond,
and it just lifted up the heart and
filled it so full of happiness and
longing that it broke your heart
open like a bud.”
When Pa finally put the fiddle
away, he addressed his daughter.
“You’ve always stood by us, from
the time you was a little girl,” he
said. “Your ma and I have never
been able to do much for you girls
as we’d like to. But there’ll be a
little something left when we’re
gone, and I hope, and I want to
say now, I want you all to witness,
when the time comes… I want you
to have the fiddle.”
All Laura could say was, “Oh,
Pa,” and she wept as she and
Almanzo walked back to their
empty house across the moonlit
prairie.
It was a moment Laura would
never forget, and Fraser says that
it was one of the reasons she
would later expend so much effort
in to trying to recapture her
childhood memories: to ease the
ache of hearing Pa play the fiddle
for the last time.
Pa died a few years later on
June 8, 1902, at 3 o’clock on a
Sunday afternoon. Laura, then
thirty-five, made it back to De
Smet from Mansfield in time to
say goodbye.

~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

Laura and Almanzo as a young couple

The entire town grieved him
when he left, and eulogies
described his pioneer life, which
had crossed paths with the last
wolves of the Great Plains,
witnessed the banishing of the
Osage, and endured the devastation of the locust hordes.
In an odd twist of fate, the last
living specimen of the Rocky
Mountain
locust
that
had
destroyed Charles Ingalls’ farming
dreams was found the year he
died. It had suddenly gone extinct,
for reasons that are still unknown
to science.
Laura began to write down her
memories of her father shortly
after he passed away, describing
his eyes, “so clear and sharp and
blue,” being swept up in his
powerful arms, his big beard, and
the sense of contentment that coexisted
with
his
pioneer
restlessness: he “cherished his
wife, his children, and his music.”
Pa and the prairies: these,
Fraser writes, would be Laura’s
two great themes, and she would
spend years at Rocky Ridge Farm
 Go to contents 
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in Mansfield attempting to recapture those vivid memories.
A Rare Writer of Those Times
She is now considered to be one
of a handful of writers who truly
brought the Great Plains to life,
and Fraser also cites the riveting
descriptions of Hamlin Garland,
who similarly could never forget
“the endless stretches of short, dry
grass, the gorgeous colors of the
dawn, the marvelous, shifting,
phantom lakes and headlands, the
violet sunset afterglow.”
Garland’s
words
mirror
Wilder’s, and anyone who has
lived on the prairies (as I did for a
time) will not only recognize but
feel his renderings:
“The winds were hot and dry
and the grass, baked on the stem,
had become inflammable as hay.
The birds were silent. The sky,
absolutely cloudless, began to
scare us with its light.”
On blizzards:
“All was unreal, ghastly. No
sky but a formless, impenetrable
mass of flying snow; no earth
except when a sweeping gust laid
bare a long streak of blackened
sod that had the effect, the
terrifying effect, of a hollow,
fathomless trough between hissing
waves.”
Wilder’s career started off with
columns in local newspapers, and
as her daughter Rose Wilder Lane
- who left home shortly after
graduation, got married to a
traveling
salesman
in
San
Francisco a few years later, and
got rid of him in short order - built
a successful (if complicated) career
in journalism.
Lane encouraged her mother to
make use of her childhood
memories, and some of Wilder’s
12

first attempts to recapture the
prairies are even more beautiful
than the final published versions,
like this excerpt from the original
draft of Little House on the
Prairie:
“They watched the clouds in
the sky and the wind blowing
the grass over the prairie and
were happy as they could be,
though they didn’t know just
why. Perhaps it was because
the world was so big and
everything was so sweet. The
very wind smelled good…
never before had they camped
in such a wild beautiful place
as this.”
One of the most moving
passages from her original drafts
is from the closing of the chapter
after Pa and Ma had built their
little house. Although the prose is
not as polished as it would be in
the final version, that moment
over a century ago lives in her
lines, and the scene is so real that
one feels as if he is present:
“The nightingale sang on
and on. The cool wind moved
over the prairie, and the
nightingale’s song was round
and clear above the grasses
whispering.
At last the bird was silent.
Laura and Mary had not gone
to sleep, but they were very
quiet. Pa and Ma sat motionless
and still. The sky was like a
great bowl of soft light
overturned on the flat, black
land.
Then Pa lifted his fiddle,
settled [it] against his shoulder,
and touched the strings softly
across the bow. A few liquid
notes fell like bright drops of
water into silence, a hesitating,
questioning call. A pause, and
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

Carrie, Mary and Laura Ingalls

Pa
began
to
play
nightingale’s song.

the

The nightingale answered
him, the nightingale began to
sing again. It was singing with
Pa’s fiddle. When the strings
were silent the bird went on
singing. When the bird paused
Pa called to it with his fiddle
and it sang again.
The nightingale and the
violin were talking to each
other in the cool night under
the moon.”
The Wilders
Fraser’s description of the
complicated personal and working
relationship between Rose and her
mother is fascinating, but obviously coloured by a transparent
dislike of Lane, who struggled
with mental illness all her life (the
only child she had conceived with
her husband was stillborn.)
Lane, of course, eventually
evolved from a globe-trotting
journalist to a political writer
fixated on the promotion of libertarianism
(and
an
almost
unreasonable hatred for FDR.)
 Go to contents 
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While Laura and Almanzo were
not particularly political, Fraser
notes,
they
were
certainly
conservative: when a government
agent turned up at Rocky Ridge
farm in 1938 to find Almanzo
plowing a weedy stretch of their
old apple orchard, the fastidious
bureaucrat began to ask questions
to determine whether Wilder was
in line with government regulations.
Wilder informed him that it
was his farm, he was running it,
and that the agent could make a
note of that in his report while he
fetched his gun from the house.
The agent didn’t
Almanzo to return.

wait

for

Some reviewers have criticized
Fraser’s decision to spend so much
time discussing Lane’s life in a
biography purporting to deal only
with Wilder, but the strange
partnership between the two
women and Lane’s eccentric and
often outrageous life was probably
too interesting of a subject not to
linger on.
Fraser says that decades after
both women were gone, Mansfield
old-timers were still talking about
Lane’s unorthodox ways, and Dale
Freeman told me that he
remembers a bit of the chatter
himself:
“My mother and Rose were
quite close because Rose and her
companion, Helen Boylston - they
called her Chub, she was quite
chubby from what I recall - played
bridge in a bridge club my mother
and dad attended.
I always thought the reason
Rose liked to come to our house
was because she could have a
drink there.

13

Rose went to school in
Mansfield, and my father was in
grade school at the same time
Rose was. She was six or seven
years older, but he knew her from
the school days. I guess she was
quite a pistol, even in school…I
think there were still some oldtimers who didn’t approve of
Rose’s ways. And I don’t mean
politically. She was one of those
teenagers that when she left,
everybody shook their heads.”
Bill Turner’s
shorter:

analysis

was

“I remember people talking
about her. She was kind of a
strange, wild person. She wasn’t
like Mrs. Wilder.”
Fraser also deftly disproves the
assertion of Lane’s biographer that
Rose’s contributions to the Little
House books rise to the level of coauthor, but she does claim that
certain excerpts of Wilder’s work
were probably inserted there by
Lane, especially those sections that
are more overtly political.
One particular passage that
draws Fraser’s critical eye is an
inner dialogue Laura has with
herself as she listens to a reading
of the Declaration of Independence at a Fourth of July celebration
in Little Town on the Prairie, a
statement of principle that is
utterly antithetical to the progressive worldview:
“God is America’s king. She
thought: Americans won’t obey
any king on earth. Americans
are free. That means they have
to obey their own consciences.
“No king bosses Pa; he has
to boss himself. Why” (she
thought), “when I am a little
older, Pa and Ma will stop
telling me what to do, and
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

Almanzo Wilder as a young man

there isn’t anyone else who
has the right to give me
orders. I will have to make
myself good.”
Her whole mind seemed to
be lighted up by that thought.
“This is what it means to
be free. It means, you have
to be good. “
“Our father’s God, author
of liberty - the laws of
Nature and of Nature’s God
endow you with a right to
life and liberty. Then you
have to keep the laws of
God, for God’s law is the
only thing that gives you a
right to be free.”
That such
a profoundly
Christian view of liberty can be
found in a children’s book has
irked
more
than
a
few
progressives, and Kevin Williamson of the National Review
suspects that the conservatism
shared by Wilder and Lane might
have had something to do with the
stripping of Wilder’s name from a
prominent book award last year.
Wilder’s religiosity, which
Fraser also takes note of (the Bible
she kept next to her chair was
 Go to contents 
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filled with markers denoting
verses she found especially
comforting), has also made her
suspect in recent years, with at
least one author (Wendy McClure
of Wilder Life: My Adventures in
the Lost World of Little House on
the Prairie) reacting to Wilder’s
Christianity almost angrily.

Her final novel was her last
opportunity to spend time with
parents long gone, her last
word on a marriage that had
begun with such joy and
promise. Secure in the eternal
present tense, the last thing
Laura says to the reader is,

When Wilder’s books were
finally completed - she never
intended the manuscript of “The
First Four Years” to be published,
and it was only released after her
death - she accomplished something truly remarkable: a selfconscious memoir of a period in
American history that was
irrevocably past, the pioneer days
of covered wagons, sod shanties,
and restless men and women on
the move to dig their fortunes out
of the prairie earth: there’s gold in
the farm boys, if you’ll only shovel
it out.

Wilder could go no further. Her
life story, reimagined as an
American tale of progress, was
uplifted by authenticity and
suffused by an ineffable sorrow.
But for the rest of her life, she was
done with all that.

For millions of Americans and
countless others around the world,
it would be a testimony to the
beauty of the simple life - it was,
after all, the love of family, faith,
and a contentment with their lot
that brought the Ingalls through it
all.
They never got rich, and
neither Pa nor Almanzo ever
succeeded at farming a homestead
claim. But they had each other,
and that was enough. Fraser
movingly summarized it this way:
“Laura’s books left out the
shenanigans of Burr Oak and
Walnut Grove, as well as her
father’s debt and any of his
failures. This was true to her,
though - not fiction. He was
always her hero. “
Her little brother Freddy, the
only Ingalls boy, was left out,
too.
14

‘It is a beautiful world.’”

She had restored the family
fortunes, in fiction and in fact. She
had said goodbye.
“We are all here,” went the
song the family sang in the
darkest, coldest hours. In Wilder’s
recreation of the past, they still
are.”
The Final Years
Almanzo Wilder died in 1949,
and friends found the old man
lying in his usual chair, with
Laura clinging to him.
“She just didn’t want to let go,”
the friend commented.
Laura Ingalls Wilder followed
her husband on February 10, 1957,
and was buried in a funeral
service by the Mansfield Methodist Church, where she’d been a
member, next to her husband in
the local cemetery.
In the coming years, her
memories would enter
the
collective memory of America,
and profoundly shape perceptions
of the frontier and pioneer life.
The Foundation of Happiness
The impact of her work cannot
be over-estimated, and historians
are still arguing about where her
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

The Ingalls family in later years. From left:
Caroline (mother), Carrie, Laura, Charles
(father), Grace and Mary

stories fit into the history of the
American West.
Wilder is often criticized for
saying that her books were true,
with historians pointing to where
she changed the chronology and
where she left details out,
especially when they dealt with
her father’s failures. But they are
missing the point. Wilder meant
that the soul of her stories was
true: that poverty could be borne
if a family loved each other as hers
did, that the simple things made
people the happiest, and that all
the money in the world couldn’t
buy a fresh breath of prairie air.
Her family had been content in
spite of all of their trials, and this
gratitude was the foundation of
their happiness.
With her father’s strong arms
around her, her mother’s comforting presence, and a warm fire
crackling on the hearth, the howls
of wolves just outside her cabin
door were nothing to fear.
Wilder wasn’t trying to tell us
something about Manifest Destiny
or libertarianism. She was trying
to tell us something that our
culture today desperately needs to
hear: that our families are
precious, and with them, we can
bear almost anything. [END]
----------------- Go to contents 
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Bonus track:
Listen to my interviews with oldtimers from Mansfield who actually
knew the Wilders.

-----------------Biography:
Jonathon Van Maren is a public
speaker, writer, and pro-life activist. His
commentary has been translated into
more than eight languages and published
widely online as well as print newspapers
such as the Jewish Independent, the National
Post, the Hamilton Spectator and others. He
has received an award for combating antiSemitism in print from the Jewish
organisation B’nai Brith. His commentary
has been featured on CTV Primetime,
Global News, EWTN, and the CBC as well
as dozens of radio stations and news
outlets in Canada and the United States.
He speaks on a wide variety of
cultural topics across North America at
universities, high schools, churches, and
other functions. Some of these topics
include abortion, pornography, the Sexual
Revolution, and euthanasia. Jonathon
holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in history
from Simon Fraser University, and is the
communications director for the Canadian
Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform.
Jonathon’s first book, The Culture War,
was released in 2016.
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Nutty Names
Did your parents saddle
you with a dreadful name? If
so, you may feel a little better
after checking out these
monikers. Yes, the following
are real names of real people,
extracted from birth records,
voting rolls and more:

Lenoir Black
Little Botts
Wooloomooloo Cleaves
Jemima Egge
Thap Glapthorne and
Thack Glapthorne
Birdsell Just
Projectus Machebeuf
Sip T Passwater
Fanny Plenty
John Q Raspberry
Odolfus Stamps
Richard in Tang III
Leonard Waxdeck
Opal Lively Zickafoos
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~ Miss Terry Woman ~
www.missterrywoman.com
From classic to quirky, you can find a
huge variety of products with graphic
designs

created

by

Australian

Christian artist Vicki Nunn:
 Clothing;
 Kitchenware;
 Phone covers;
 Clocks;
 Canvases;
 Stationery;
 and so much more!
There'll be something to please you at
'Miss Terry Woman.'
Links to the three different shops:
www.missterrywoman.com

1. Photo by TimothyMN, 24/06/01, available
under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share
Alike 3.0 Unported license, available:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Laur
aIngallsWilder-RockyRidgeFarm-Mansfield
MO.JPG, cropped photo, accessed 31/10/19

Tantalising Trivia
Thomas Alva Edison became deaf at an early age. While
courting his wife-to-be Mina Miller, he taught her morse
code so they could talk to each other. Thomas Edison
even proposed to her in morse code, and she accepted – in
morse code. Once married, the two would often talk to
each other using the code, and if the two attended a play,
Mrs Edison would morse the actor’s words onto her
husband’s knee so that he could also enjoy the play.
The Wilder’s Rocky Ridge Farm, Mansfield1
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by Sharma Taylor
(formerly with Press Service
International)

It was a humid afternoon in
Portmore, Jmaica when I drove up
to a gas station one time.

Thoughtlessnesss
at a Gas Station

The gas station attendant, a
lithe young woman wiped sweat
from her forehead and re-adjusted
her bright red cap before asking
how much gas I wanted.
After telling her: “J$3,000’s
worth” (at an exchange rate of
US$1 to J$125), she manoeuvred
the nozzle of the pump into my
gas tank. A sharp click signalled
the target amount had been
reached. My tank wasn’t full
though so I asked for another
$500, then another $500. During
that last $500 fill up, the gas tank
clicked off as full at the $464 mark.
I handed her $4,000.
“How much change I have for
you?” she asked, “$26? $16? No.
$6.” She didn’t have a clue, nor a
calculator.
I had been competent at math
in high school, even at one stage
representing my school in a
national math competition, but my
venture into law had, over the
years, robbed me of all numerical
ability.
“Let’s round up the $464 to the
nearest 10,” I suggested, channeling my math whiz days, “And
then subtract that $470 from $500,
which would leave $30. But then
find the difference between $464
and $470 which is $6. Add that to
the $30. That gives you $36, which
is my change.”
She looked
doesn’t sound
Furrowing her
“How is it not
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sceptical. “That
right” she said.
brow, she asked:
$26? Plus I don’t

have enough coins on me so I will
have to owe you $6. ”

not before using his horn a few
more times.

We went back and forth for a
minute, much to the annoyance of
a motorist who was behind me
waiting for the pump. He stuck his
salt-and-pepper coloured head
through his driver-side window of
a silver Toyota and pressed the
full weight of his body onto his
horn.

I drove away with some of my
change.

The loud noise was distracting.
“How are you helping?!” I
turned and yelled at him.
In response, he started to blow
his horn in a pattern of short,
angry bursts. “Lady, you are too
selfish! Pull your car to the side so
I can get gas!”
“Who would pump your gas?”
I retorted, “She’d still have to
figure out my change before you
could get your gas!”
He sighed loudly in exasperation and said nothing more, but
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

Later than evening I thought to
myself: that motorist was right. It
didn’t occur to me to pull over to
the side. I could have allowed her
to start pumping his gas and while
his tank filled up we could have
continued solving our math
problem.
It just did not occur to me.
I suspect I am not alone in not
thinking of others. Not that we are
evil or wicked but we can get so
preoccupied on our problems mathematical or otherwise - and
simply do not give a thought to
others.
The more problems we have,
the more mental energy we devote
to thinking about them. We get so
overwhelmed with these problems
it doesn’t feel as if we have time to
 Go to contents 
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give attention to others, especially
those who are not our friends or
family.
My math problem delayed that
man. Overall, my exchange with
the gas attendant took less than
two minutes. Sure, he could have
exercised patience but I could
have exercised thoughtfulness.
So this article is about
thoughtlessness - but not of the
motorist - it is about mine.
The Bible says we must take the
beam out of our own eye before
taking the speck from someone
else’s (Matthew Chapter 7 verse
3).
What Thoughtlessness Clouds
your Vision?
So, you think the people at
work are untrustworthy, lazy,
mischief-making
back-stabbers.
Have you thought about what
they may be facing in their lives,
maybe a disabled child or cheating
spouse or insecurities about their
own abilities? Do you even care?
And yes, your neighbour’s
front yard is always a mess - the
lawn hasn’t been cut nor the
leaves raked in weeks. Have you
thought about the issues they may

be facing, maybe joblessness or a
sick parent? Have you thought to
offer to help or is our concern
about the potential for the lack of
upkeep to decreasing property
values in the area?
The cashier at the supermarket
wasn’t courteous and seemed to
take ages to scan your groceries,
but have you thought that she
may have had to work a long shift
without lunch or with achy feet
and customers who yell at her and
don’t show any interest in
acknowledging her or asking how
she is?
It is the same with the receptionist at your doctor’s office, your
postman, the newspaper delivery
guy, the security guard at your
office, the car park attendant, your
waiter, the shopper in front of you
in line, the person standing next to
you in the bank or tax office….
My angry motorist may have
just gotten news his wife had
cancer or be in a hurry to pick up
someone to take them to catch a
flight at the airport …or anything.
My yelling at him was not helpful.
The helpful thing to do would
have been to pull aside.
I’m not suggesting we excuse
other people’s bad behaviour. I’m
proposing we ask: “How can I
help?” I am asking us to consider
tangible ways we can be of
service.
God said if our enemy is
hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty,
give him something to drink. This
idea is so important He said it
twice - in the Old and the New
Testament (Proverbs Chapter 25
verse 21 and Romans Chapter 12
verse 20). If He asks this show of
love of us for our enemies, this
says a lot about the way we
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should treat everyone else.
Thoughtfulness is a deliberate
act and requires intention. It
doesn’t just happen. We have to
consciously think about the needs
of others and what they may be
going through - even while we are
going through things ourselves.
I close with a simple challenge:
How can we be more
mindful this week about being
thoughtful to the people we
interact with?” Start with one
…maybe the guy at the gas
station. [END]
-------------------Biography:
Sharma is a Jamaican corporate
attorney with a Doctor of Philosophy
Degree in Law from the Victoria
University of Wellington in New Zealand.
She now lives in Barbados and is
passionate about travel, meeting new
people, being out in nature, reading and
writing.
Sharma is working on a devotional/
inspirational collection for release in 2020.
Sharma’s previous articles may be
viewed at: www.pressserviceinternational
. org/sharma-taylor.html
--------------------Bibliography:
Taylor, Sharma, 2019, Christian Today:
Thoughtlessness at a Gas Station, available:
https://christiantoday.co.nz/news/thoughtlessn
ess-at-a-gas-station.html, accessed 01/04/19

Words of Wisdom
"As disciples of Jesus, It is
ingrained in us that we have to
do exceptional things for God but we do not. We have to be
exceptional in the ordinary
things of life and holy on
ordinary streets, among ordinary people, and this is not
learned in five minutes."
Oswald Chambers
 Go to contents 
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Incredible Kinesin
Biological ‘Robots’ Will Blow Your Mind!
by Calvin Smith
Stand and deliver
Kinesin molecules are motor
proteins found inside living
things. Known as the ‘workhorse
of the cell’, they haul vital cargo
along roadways in cells called
microtubules.
Steven
Block
(professor of applied physics and
of biological sciences at Stanford
University) has described kinesin
this way; "Kinesin functions like a
locomotive in cells to ferry cargo
back and forth.”1
A typical kinesin molecule is a
mere 70 billionths of a metre
(three-millionths of an inch) long
and has an amazing likeness to a
person! A typical kinesin has two
‘arms’ on one end (that hold onto
the cargo) and two ‘legs’ on the
other end that walk along the
microtubule, pulling the cargo
toward its final destination. In a
sense they are like the ‘postman’
delivering mail inside cells.
Biological Robots?
Inside all life forms that have
nuclei in their cells (eukaryotes),
proteins and other parts need to
be delivered to specific places
within the cell at specific times. If
the needed part is a protein, a
manufacturing plant (called the
ribosome) receives blueprints for
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the part from the nucleus (the
information is stored in the
nucleus on a strand of DNA, but
the blueprint is sent in the form of
an RNA copy of that section of
DNA).
This is a complex coordinated
effort, as something must first
access the creature’s DNA library,
unzip it at the exact location
needed
for
the
specific
information
required
(for
whatever
part
is
to
be
manufactured), create a duplicate
of the information for the part and
deliver it to the factory. (See
animation, below left.)
Then another organelle in the
cell (called the Golgi apparatus)
packages the needed part by
wrapping it in a bag (called a
vesicle) and imprints the ‘address’
where the part is to be delivered in
the cell onto the outside of the
vesicle ‘parcel’.
Then a kinesin is summoned. It
picks up the parcel and ‘walks’
along microtubule roadways in
the cell and delivers the parcel
where it is needed. (Many
different types of kinesin [and
kinesin-related proteins] with
different
specifications
and
functions have been discovered in
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Movement of kinesin along a microtubule.

various organisms from yeast to
humans. The above example was
simply an example of a ‘common’
task.)
A View from Above
To grasp the complexity of what
scientists are observing kinesin do,
we could use the following
hypothetical scenario as an
analogy from a more familiar
point of view:
Joe is working at his job one
day when his machine breaks
down. He identifies the broken
part and makes a call from his cell
phone to a local manufacturer

“A typical kinesin has two
‘arms’ on one end (that hold
onto the cargo) and two
‘legs’ on the other end that
walk along the microtubule,
pulling the cargo toward its
final destination.”

 Go to contents 
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requesting a new one, giving them
the part number.
The manufacturer agrees and
records
Joe’s
address.
The
manufacturer has a list of all the
part numbers on hand but not the
schematic for them so they send
an email to another company (that
has a copy of all of the blueprints
for every part needed in the
industry) requesting the blueprint.
A person there makes a photocopy
of the needed section and delivers
it to the manufacturer.
From the instructions in the
blueprints, the factory then
manufactures the part and puts it
in a package marked with the
postal address from its database.
A courier is contacted. He
comes to the factory and picks up
the package. Having detailed
maps of the city, the courier plots
out and travels along the most
convenient route and delivers the
package. Mission accomplished!
Most would agree that the level
of complexity just described is
pretty impressive. The technology
and integrated components (such
as the specialized knowledge,
communications systems, manufacturing capability, and databases) needed for such intricate
procedures
are
incredibly
sophisticated, and all of these
steps
were
coordinated
by
intelligent people at every stage.
However, the actual processes
involving kinesin are far more
complicated than what ‘Joe’
experienced above.

meiosis (cell division in which a
nucleus divides into four daughter
nuclei to make reproductive cells).
In addition to transport of
‘mundane’ cellular cargo, kinesins
transport the neurotransmitters
needed
for
neurons
to
communicate with one another.
Certain kinesins can dismantle
the microtubules after their
journey. Controlling the length of
microtubules
is
particularly
important during cell division2 lack of control can cause
chromosomal instability, which is
in turn linked to human cancer.3
Professor Matthias Rief (from
the Physics Department of the
Munich University of Technology)
says, “Our results show that a
molecular motor must take on a
large number of functions over
and above simple transport, if it
wants to operate successfully in a
cell. It must be possible to switch
the motor on and off, and it must
be able to accept a load needed at
a specific location and hand it over
at the destination.”4
Fast and Efficient
Not only do these incredible
kinesin robots perform a variety of
tasks, they also do so with
incredible efficiency! Check out
these ‘state of the art’ features:

All in a Day’s Work

Power - “Not only is it tiny, but
kinesin’s motor is about 50 percent
efficient, which is about twice as
good as a gasoline engine. And
pound
for
pound,
kinesin
produces nearly 15 times more
power than that man-made
engine.”5

As astounding as this is,
research is showing that kinesins
do far more than initially thought.
Kinesins are now known to
support mitosis (cell division) and

Speed - The kinesin motor is
impressively fast, capable of 100
steps per second. “Scaled up to
our own dimensions, a motor with
corresponding properties would
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Crystallographic structure of the human
kinesin motor domain depicted as a rainbow
colored cartoon (N-terminus = blue,
C-terminus = red) complexed with ADP
(stick diagram, carbon = white, oxygen = red,
nitrogen = blue, phosphorous = orange) and
a magnesium ion (grey sphere).

travel at similar speeds and
produce as much horsepower per
unit weight as the jet engines of
the Thrust supersonic car6, which
recently broke the sound barrier.”7
(This would be proportional to a
person moving 600 meters per
second or 1,300 miles per hour!)
Energy efficient - Kinesins are
powered by the universal energy
compound known as ATP (which
is produced by another incredible
molecular motor called ATP
synthase - see animation, below
right. Each molecule of ATP “fuel”
that kinesin encounters triggers
precisely one 8-nanometer step of
the ‘postman’, but kinesins go into
‘sleep mode’ when cargo isn’t
attached to prevent ATP from
being wasted. Similar to how
modern computers shut down
after a period of un-use to
conserve energy, kinesin have a
hibernation feature as well.
(Although scientists know that the
motor
folds
over
in
an
8
“autoinhibited”
state
when
resting, the molecular mechanism
remains unclear.)

 Go to contents 
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Team
players
Kinesin
molecules also work together
when the going gets tough! If the
load needing transport is too
heavy for one ‘postman’ to handle,
there is “ … significant evidence
that
cargoes
in-vivo
are
transported by multiple motors.”9
They
also
demonstrate
‘multiple handling’ of their cargo.
Similar to runners in a relay race,
kinesins can ‘hand off’ their cargo
to a ‘fresh’ bystander after
delivering it a certain distance,
and the other kinesin will finish
the delivery process.
Flexible planning - Kinesins
also have a ‘bypass mode’ ability
that allows them to navigate
around obstructions they may
encounter. Similar to a GPS
system ‘re-computing’, kinesins
have
demonstrated
the
remarkable ability to re-route
automatically when needed.
Recycling - The most ardent
champion
of
the
‘green’
movement would be jealous of the
kinesin’s
conservation
and
recycling capability. There is good
evidence they are either transported back to the cell center in
groups by large transport units
(like mass transit in cities) or
alternatively dismantled and their
parts recycled when done their
tasks.10
Committed to Naturalism
Of course such incredibly
sophisticated
bio-technology
screams “Design”, but does God
get the glory in the scientific
literature
describing
these
amazing machines and processes?
No, ‘nature’ does:
“It is impressive how nature
(emphasis mine) manages to
combine all of these functions in
20

one molecule. In this respect it is
still far superior to all the efforts of
modern
nanotechnology
and
serves as a great example to us
all.” 11
Why is it that at a time when
science is revealing such telling
evidence of God’s handiwork that
intelligent people can see the
evidence and deny the Creator?
It’s because of the atheistic,
evolutionary indoctrination that
most people in the Western world
receive, of course.
Atheism is committed to
naturalism, and so as Dr Scott
Todd (an immunologist at Kansas
State University) said: “Even if all
the data point to an intelligent
designer, such an hypothesis is
excluded from science because it is
not naturalistic”. (This would have
been surprising news to the many
great God fearing scientists of the
past such as Sir Isaac Newton and
Louis Pasteur).
Of
course,
according
to
evolutionary theory, eukaryote
cells supposedly evolved well
over two billion years ago12. This
means evolutionists are willing to
believe that such astoundingly
sophisticated
technology
like
molecular motors and their
operating systems arose through
natural
processes (with
no
intelligence) very early on their
imaginary timeline. But this is
technology
far
superior
to
anything the most intelligent
scientific minds on the planet have
ever produced!
Is ‘Evolution’ the Answer to Our
Beginnings?
“Motion at the cellular level is a
hallmark of being alive,” Block has
said. “A fundamental question is,
how did living organisms figure
out how to move? The answer is
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

“Evolutionists are
willing to believe that
such astoundingly
sophisticated
technology like
molecular motors and
their operating systems
arose through natural
processes (with no
intelligence) very early
on in their imaginary
timeline.”
they developed kinesin and
several other very efficient protein
motors. If kinesin were to fail
altogether, you wouldn’t even
make it to the embryo stage,
because your cells wouldn’t
survive. It’s that important.”13
Evolutionists have no plausible
theory on how something as
sophisticated as kinesin (and the
required
operating
and
communication systems) could
have evolved in a gradual fashion
(let alone all of the countless other
functions and features we know of
in so called ‘simple’ living things).
However, when we see similar
machines and operating systems
(robots, computers, the Internet,
etc.) in our everyday life at work
or home they are always the result
of intelligent and intentional
design. How much more logical to
believe that the ultimate mind we
are able to conceive (the Creator
God of the Bible) created all of the
marvellous machinery within us
and the world around us! [END]
 Go to contents 
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-------------------------See demonstrations on YouTube: link 1; link 2
The Kinesin Linear Motor
Kinesin is the miniscule longshoreman
(stevedore) of the cell, toting parcels of cargo on
its shoulders as it steps along a scaffolding of
microtubules. Each molecule of ATP fuel that
kinesin encounters triggers precisely one 8nanometer step of the ‘longshoreman’.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOeJwQ0OXc4
Protein synthesis, DNA translation, m-RNA
transcription
How DNA is transcribed into mRNA with
RNA polymerase, then translated into a protein
in the ribosome with tRNA ‘adaptor’ molecules.
This protein is then escorted by chaperones into
a chaperonin so it folds correctly. All this
machinery is itself encoded in the DNA, but the
DNA can’t be read without this decoding
machinery - a vicious circle, or chicken-and-egg
problem. Furthermore, most of these processes
use energy, supplied by ATP, produced by the
motor ATP synthase (right). But the ATP
synthase motor can’t be produced without
instructions in the DNA, read by decoding
machinery using ATP… a three-way circle, or
perhaps an egg-nymph-grasshopper problem.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=LY0hZLDOb00
The ATP Synthase Enzyme:
The 20-nanometer motor (height), ATP
synthase (one nanometer is one thousandmillionth of a metre). These rotary motors in
the membranes of mitochondria (the cell’s
power houses) turn in response to proton flow
(a positive electric current). Rotation of the
motor converts ADP molecules plus phosphate
into the cell’s fuel, ATP.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3KxU63gcF4

--------------------Bibliography:
Smith, Calvin, 26 June 2012, Creation
Ministries: “Incredible Kinesin!” available:
https://creation.com/incredible-kinesin accessed
17/11/16.

Words of Wisdom
“The visible mark of extraordinary wisdom and power
appear so plainly in all the
works of creation.” John Locke
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Internet Inspirations
You might like to check out the
.
following:
1. "In Christ Alone" virtual choir on
this link; and
2. Amazing Grace: the story behind
the song (short movie) on this link.
Submit your suggestions - email us at:
spagmag@yahoo.com.au

Reasons it’s Good to Be Single
No. 77
I've discovered that it's easy to find
love if you look hard enough, and so I’ve
decided to marry my computer, as soon
as the divorce from my motorbike comes
through.

Can You Help?
SPAG Magazine’s team are all
volunteers, including our Editor.
We’re always on the lookout for
great articles and writers and
perhaps new segments such as
‘Christian Music Reviews.’
If you’re a writer, you might like
to contribute an article for ‘Real Life
Drama’ about a dramatic incident
that’s happened in your life, or if
you’re an artist, put together a
‘Creative Urge’ article about your
work, or even just a general
Christian article for consideration.
Do you think you’d like to be
involved?
Perhaps you’d like to help but
writing isn’t one of your skills. We
could really do with some help with
our book-keeping or someone
who’s good with community
relations, and neither would require
too much of your time.
Interested? Please email us at:
spagmag@yahoo.com.au.

Thank you for your
consideration.
 Go to contents 
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Unstoppable: Girls of the
Persecuted Church
by Nicole Todd
Open Doors, Australia
In October each year, we
celebrate the International Day Of
The Girl Child, a day that aims to
celebrate and encourage girls’
empowerment and fulfilment of
their human rights. It also
highlights the challenges that girls
all over the world face.
In many countries, being
young, female and Christian
makes
you
vulnerable
to
persecution. Yet girls of the
persecuted church are showing
maturity beyond their years and
standing up for their faith, no
matter the cost.
When Susan’s Islamic family
found out she was a Christian, her
father locked her in a room and
told her to sit on a mat until she
was willing to deny Jesus.
She remained there, unmoving,
for three months.
Susan was found nearly
starved, confined in the filthy,
airless room on her mat. She was
unable to walk and weighed less
than 20 kilograms.
When Susan was asked why
she didn’t leave the mat, she said,
“I cannot leave Jesus. He has given
me eternal life and even if I died
there, I was sure that I would go to
Him.”
Saree* was only 11 when her
family disowned her for following
Jesus. After her brother found out
that she was secretly attending
church, he beat and threatened
her.
*Name changed for security purposes.
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When Saree refused to stop
attending church, her father threw
her out of their home, saying that
she was no longer their daughter.
Saree is now living with an
aunt in a nearby village. Her faith
means that she is unable to attend
school or see her family.
“I miss my family a lot,” she
said. “But God has said that he
will never leave nor forsake us…
He is a father to the fatherless.

Bachu from Ethiopia at an Open Doors youth
event

“I won’t leave Jesus.”
Unstoppable
As the cost of following Jesus
rises, many more will be forced to
make hard choices about their
lives and faith.
Susan, Uganda

These girls of the persecuted
church represent the next generation of faith all over the world.
This
year,
the
UN’s
International Day Of The Girl
Child is celebrating “unstoppable”
girls. When girls of the persecuted
church are empowered with the
unstoppable gospel, they can
withstand extreme persecution to
witness the worth of Jesus to those
around them.

Saree,* India

There are always going to be
things that try to stop us from
following Jesus. We can’t avoid
them, but we can overcome them,
together.
By giving just $20 to 'Education
For Girls' you can help a Christian
girl receive an education and
follow Jesus, no matter the cost.
You can help girls become
unstoppable advocates of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter
the cost. [END]
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

Saree* reading the Bible with an Open Doors
partner

Bibliography:
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Unstoppable: girls of the persecuted church,
available: https://www.opendoors.org.au/perse
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Some Day Soon We’ll Be Home
by Michael
Hannett
SPAG Journalist

In one of the trailers for Star
Trek, Captain Picard who has
retired from Starfleet and returned
to earth says, “I really tried to
belong here, but it never truly felt
like home”
That got me thinking about
how we all feel sometimes that
when it comes to living here on
earth, it doesn’t really feel like
home, and that’s because it isn’t.
The home we yearn for, the home
we miss that seems impossible to
find, is heaven. Home is where
God is, where our Father in
heaven resides.
You see, our bodies may have
been formed and created here, but
our souls, our spirits, the essence
of who we are was conceived and
born in heaven. Heaven is where
we were created, and it is there
that God’s love formed us, and in
that love is where our hearts
reside, after all as the saying goes,
“home is where the heart is.”
That is why there is always a
part of us that feels out of place
here, because we are out of place.
Our hearts yearn to return home,
so much so that it hurts
sometimes.
While it isn’t easy to feel so far
from home, we have to remember
that we never truly are. For God
himself is with us, living in our
hearts, keeping us connected to
our home and to Him. Now and
again, if we keep our eyes open for
them, we may see glimpses of
home, whether it’s in the beauty of
a sunrise, in the vibrant colours of
a rainbow, in the warmth of the
23

sun on our face, or in the love we
find through God and others.
So whenever we feel ‘homesick’
we should reflect upon these
things and rejoice that our life here
is only for a moment, and
someday soon we will be in our
Father’s arms again.

Can you guess
what the close-

Some day soon, we’ll be home.

up image of

“Let not your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. In my
Father’s house are many rooms.
If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to
myself, that were I am you may
be also.” John 14:1-3 [ESV]

this common

“You made all the delicate,
inner parts of my body and knit
me together in my mother’s
womb. Thank you for making
me so wonderfully complex!
Your workmanship is marvelous - how well I know it. You
watched me as I was being
formed in utter seclusion, as I
was woven together in the dark
of the womb. You saw me
before I was born. Every day of
my life was recorded in Your
book. Every moment was laid
out before a single day has
passed.” Psalm 139:13-16 [NLT]
--------------------Bibliography:
[ESV] English Standard Version, The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text
Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway
Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers.
[NLT] New Living Translation, Holy Bible,
New Living Translation, copyright © 1996,
2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used
by permission of Tyndale House Publishers,
Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights
reserved.

~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

item is on the
right? Go to
page 61 for the
answer

Tantalising Trivia
In the 1950s, when the
“I Love Lucy” show was a smash hit
and almost everyone was glued to
their TV on a Monday night, staff at a
Chicago department store were
allowed to close their shop an hour
earlier on Mondays, just so they
could get home in time to watch it.

Alternate Gift
Wrapping
Perfect for Christmas
gift giving
Rather than throwing away good
money on Christmas gift bags or
wrapping paper and ribbon, consider
wrapping the gift in a brightly
coloured new hand-towel, tea-towel or
even a bath-towel. Not only will it be a
unique kind of gift that will make
yours stand out, it will prove handy to
the recipient as well.
You can then boast to your kids or
grandkids that you’re doing your bit
for the environment since there’s no
waste paper that will just end up in
landfill, nor trees chopped down to
make the wrapping paper. [END]
 Go to contents 
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Belonging to God
by Lisa Copen
“Whoever belongs to God hears
what God says. The reason you do
not hear is that you do not belong
to God.” John 8:47 [NIV]
“I know God is faithful,” I told
my mom. “I just wish that He
didn’t always have to wait until
the last minute!”
Recovering from a joint
replacement surgery I was unable
to drive for about twelve weeks.
Going into surgery, I had been
told it would be about six weeks.
Hence, after six weeks, it was time
for my mom to go home and I
needed to figure out rides - rides
to and from physical therapy 45
minutes away, rides for my son
home from school, rides to his
other activities. When I was
desperate, I called the local cab
company and paid $10 for a 3-mile
drive.
I wanted to hear God’s voice
and reassurance. I wanted Him to
come through for me with
volunteers. I wanted to assure my
mom she could go home without
feeling guilty. But what did God
want? God wanted me to wait.
I wanted God to talk to me but
I couldn’t always hear from Him
because I was too busy making my
own demands. I had a calendar
full of therapy appointments,
doctor appointments, lab tests,
parent/teacher meetings and more.
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I had to make sure my son ate
something for lunch occasionally,
that he did his homework, and
that my husband felt like he was
more than just my caregiver.
I had a family member in crises,
I had Christmas coming up, and I
only had one hand I could use. I
longed to talk to God about it all,
but I literally ran out of time some
days.
I could relate with the words of
an author:
“I didn’t have time to belong
to God - I wanted Him to
belong to me.”
I talk to God all day and sent
out tons of little prayers. For
example, my mom hates driving
in Southern California and when
she would merge onto the freeway
we would holler, “Lord, part the
cars! Part the cars!” (It worked, in
case you are wondering.) But real
intimacy? I was just trying to fit
God into my schedule. I know . . .
how pathetic is that?
Proverbs 21:30 says:
“There is no wisdom, no
insight, no plan that can
succeed against the Lord.” [NIV]
We often think that our plans
are not against the Lord, so how
can they be wrong? But if our
relationship is based solely on
those
flimsy
and
flippant
‘prayers,’ then the foundation of
all of our plans and purpose will
not succeed.
Chronic illness is demanding. It
subtracts our precious time, saps
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

our energy, plays games with our
emotions, and demands to be a
priority in our life. So where do
we start if we may want to build a
more intimate relationship with
Jesus and yet we feel overwhelmed? I believe Psalm 25:4-5
holds the answer:
“Show me Your ways, O
Lord, teach me Your paths;
guide me in Your truth and
teach me, for You are God my
Savior, and my hope is in You
all day long.” [NIV]
------------------Biography:
Lisa Copen is the founder of Rest
Ministries, a woman with rheumatoid
arthritis, and at times a battle resistor.
Who has the energy to fight? She hopes to
choose her battles wisely and that
involves being aware of her thoughts and
actions so that Satan doesn’t even get a
little win. Lisa’s book, “REFRESH ME,
LORD: Prayer for those with Illness” is
available and she is eager to get it into
your hands, as it has been a spiritual
warfare battle magnet.
------------------Bibliography:
Copen, Lisa, 11 February 2012, Rest
Ministries:
Belong
to
God,
available:
http://restministries.
com/blog/2010/02/11/belonging-to-god/,
accessed 21/09/19
[NIV] New International Version, Holy
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica,
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.
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How Can We be Content IN Jesus
Regardless of Our Marital Status?
by Justin
Campbell
More than Don’t Have Sex

Some time ago I wrote a post
about the idea that if you desire
marriage and don’t feel called to
Celibacy for the Kingdom, that
you don’t need to be content with
your singleness.
Previously I shared where I
think this idea comes from:
1. people thinking that if you
aren’t looking for someone,
that’s when you find the one
(spiritual platitude reasoning);
and
2. well meaning people who are
misinterpreting what Paul says
in Philippians 4.
I suggested that Paul never tells
anyone to be content with their
current status, but instead calls
them to be content in Jesus,
regardless of their status. Paul is
speaking against anxiousness,
desperation and striving; not for
laziness, feigning feelings or lack
of growth in life.
The overall point was that it’s
ok not to be content with where
your life is.
Today, what I want to talk
about is the other part. If we are
discontent with where we are,
perhaps single and wanting
marriage, how do we be content in
Jesus.? How do we not be anxious,
desperate and striving? How do
we find joy and peace that
surpasses understanding when we
don’t like our current status or
context?
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One of the things we have to do
is get a hold of several truths of
our journey with Jesus that we
don’t seem to realize or talk about
often:
 Jesus does loves you where you
are at, but He loves you too
much to leave you there;
 most of the time we have to
experience our pain in order to
be healed;
 most of the time we have to
face some consequences of our
sin in order to see it clearly and
repent;
 this is all true regardless of
status or context, including the
status of married or not
married;
 hard and joy are not opposites
in the Kingdom - in fact that is
part of our witness to the
world, and has been since the
very first apostles and early
leaders of the Church;
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 life to the full includes all of
this; and
 we will not fully arrive in this
temporal life.
Jesus wants us to grow, heal,
repent, be cleansed and change.
This is called sanctification, and
sometimes it’s hard. This is not to
say that our current context is sent
by God in order to sanctify us.
Sometimes it is, but not always.
However God is always ready to
use our context to do those very
things, if we are willing to engage
it.
This is why we need to stop
whining and trying to earn our
“It’s Hard Merit Badge.”
It’s
constant in our culture. Marriage
is hard;
singleness is hard;
parenting is hard; work is hard;
being out of work is hard; making
$20,000 a year is hard; making
$40,000 a year is hard; and on and
on and on.
The truth is that all sorts of
things in life are hard and yes
 Go to contents 

25

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
How Can We be Content IN Jesus Regardless of Our Marital Status?

some are more hard than others fair enough, but when the hard
becomes the focus, we lose the joy
set before us in Jesus. We start
being anxious and desperate
rather than focusing on Him. We
become more self centered instead
of God and other centered. We
become consumed with what’s
missing, what hurts, or how this is
not the way we want it to be, and
therefore we miss real life.
I want to share four things that
I think can help us to be content in
Jesus and have joy in Him even
when it’s hard. These aren’t the
only things that can help, but they
are the four that have been on my
heart as I think about my own life,
you the reader, and our western
culture that we live in.
Focus on Jesus
We have to actually work on
our relationship with Jesus. We
need to abide in Him.
What brings you closer to Him?
Do more of that. Fight for that.
We should be to talking with
Him, listening to Him, communing with Him. He is THE ONE,
The Answer. He is Himself life to
the full.
We need to grow our intimate
relationship with Him. He is our
nourishment, our life blood, our
fulfilment. We need to focus on
loving Him and being loved by
Him.
Live the Way He Commands
Regardless of Context
We need to do what He says:
we need to love others; we need to
live in purity and holiness.
Context is not an excuse. For a
simple example: I know both poor
and wealthy people who are
joyful, loving, generous, kind,
mature, and confident in Him. I
26

also know both poor and wealthy
people who are selfish, mean,
greedy, immature, anxious and
desperate. I could s ay the same
about married people, celibate
people, the widowed, and single
people who want to be married.
The context we are in should not
dictate how we live as believers.
Jesus does.
Engage our Wounds and Sin
If we do those first two above,
what will happen is that our
wounds and our sin will be
exposed, and it will hurt
(ourselves and probably others.)
This is where we have to lean into
Him even more again and ask
Him to heal, forgive and restore
us. We need to understand that
part of
that healing and
restoration might hurt, but God in
His grace is not a butcher or a
hack.
He is like a trained
surgeon: while surgery hurts, it
can save our life. The same is true
here, and we have to go to our
doctor. We have to engage God
with our wounds and sin.
Focus on Gratitude
This is a word that God has
been giving me over and over
lately.
You can’t read the
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scriptures or the early Church
Fathers and not see it. I once
heard a speaker say, “We start out
our relationship with Jesus by
accepting His grace. The rest is
gratitude.”
Friends, our witness to the
world is gratitude regardless of
circumstance. Gratitude produces
joy. It is not dependent on what
happens or what context we are in
because we should live in an
overall state of gratitude towards
Jesus. I don’t mean that we have
to be grateful for the circumstance
itself, but it means that I’m
grateful to Him even in that
circumstance.
If you asked me what is
missing out there in our world, I
think this might be it. We have an
utter lack of gratitude. Feel free to
test that thought.
Bringing this full circle to those
who are in the context of
singleness and wishing for
marriage, which is where I spent
20 years of my life. I’m not asking
you to be grateful for that context.
That’s not being intellectually
honest and it won’t help you.
Instead what I’m encouraging
here is that our gratitude to Jesus
 Go to contents 
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should be bigger than our context,
regardless of what that is including our singleness.
The more that I do these four
things, the better I’m going to be.
Frankly a side effect if we’re
single is that it will probably
improve our chances of marriage,
but it’s bigger than that, because
marriage isn’t the point. Jesus
and our life with Him is the point,
and that is what it means to be
content in Him, no matter what
the circumstance. [END]
---------------------Biography:
Justin was a single man until the ripe
‘old’ age of 41 and in those intervening
years he made many mistakes and bad
choices, but learned a lot.
After his church held a singles forum
that many singles did not find helpful,
Justin realised there was a need for
guidance and advice, particularly from
the perspective of a single Christian,
rather than married church leaders who
often don’t have a clue. Recognising this
need, Justin began a website for singles:
“More Than Don't Have Sex: Thoughts on
Christ Centered Singleness and the
Church.”
Justin presents his writing from a
man’s perspective, and is the first one to
admit that he doesn’t have all the
answers, but hopes what he does know
can help other Christians who are
struggling as a single person.
---------------------Bibliography:
Campbell, Justin, 20 June 2012, More Than
Don’t Have Sex: How Can We Be Content IN
Jesus Regardless of Our Marital Status,
available: https://justinmcampbell.net/2012/06/
20/is-it-gods-fault-im-single/, accessed 24/09/19
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Welcome to our latest
team member:
Sharma Taylor
Sharma is a Jamaican corporate
attorney with a Doctor of Philosophy
Degree in Law from the Victoria
University of Wellington in New
Zealand.
She now lives in Barbados and is
passionate about travel, meeting new
people, being out in nature, reading and
writing.
Sharma is working on a devotional/
inspirational collection for release in 2020.

Tantalising Trivia
Have you ever played cat’s
cradle? That’s the game where
we make shapes and patterns in
between our fingers with string.
Ethnologists became rather
puzzled when they discovered
that it’s been played in most
indigenous cultures, in diverse
peoples scattered throughout
the world.
These include the Maoris of
New Zealand, Africans, Arctic
Eskimos, the Japanese and
Northern American Indians.
Perhaps this was a favourite
game for Noah and his family
while they waited out the flood
in the ark. It would explain a
lot, but perhaps you just think
I’m stringing you along.
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to Press Service International
for winning this year’s Australasian
Religious Press Association’s
Gutenberg Award for its young
writers program.
The program encourages writers aged
18-30, and shares their articles in Christian
Today Australia and Christian Today New
Zealand, and makes them available for
publication in other Christian media
throughout the world.
It takes a hard-working team and
passionate leaders to gain such welldeserved recognition and to provide such a
worthwhile space for Christian writers of
today and of the future. WELL DONE!
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The Myth that Religion is
the #1 Cause of War
by Robin Schumacher
Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry

Atheists and secular humanists
consistently make the claim that
religion is the #1 cause of violence
and war throughout the history of
mankind. One of hatetheism's key
cheerleaders, Sam Harris, says in
his book “The End of Faith” that
faith and religion are “the most
prolific source of violence in our
history.”1
While there’s no denying that
campaigns such as the Crusades
and the Thirty Years’ War foundationally rested on religious
ideology, it is simply incorrect to
assert that religion has been the
primary cause of war.
Moreover, although there’s also
no disagreement that radical Islam
was the spirit behind 9/11, it is a
fallacy to say that all faiths
contribute equally where religiously motivated violence and
warfare are concerned.
An interesting source of truth
on the matter is Philip and
Axelrod’s three-volume Encyclopedia of Wars, which chronicles
some 1,763 wars that have been
waged over the course of human
history. Of those wars, the authors

categorize 123 as being religious in
nature,2 which is an astonishingly
low 6.98% of all wars.
However, when one subtracts
out those waged in the name of
Islam (66), the percentage is cut by
more than half to 3.23%.
That means that all faiths
combined - minus Islam - have
caused less than 4% of all of
humanity’s wars and violent
conflicts. Further, they played no
motivating role in the major wars
that have resulted in the most loss
of life.
Kind of puts a serious dent into

Harris’ argument, doesn’t it?
The truth is, non-religious
motivations and naturalistic philosophies bear the blame for nearly
all of humankind’s wars. Lives
lost during religious conflict pales
in comparison to those experienced during the regimes who
wanted nothing to do with the
idea of God - something showcased in R. J. Rummel’s work
“Lethal Politics and Death by
Government:”
Non-Religious Dictator
Lives Lost
 Joseph Stalin

42,672,000

 Mao Zedong

37,828,000

 Adolf Hitler

20,946,000

 Chiang Kai-shek

10,214,000

 Vladimir Lenin

4,017,000

 Hideki Tojo

3,990,000

 Pol Pot

2,397,0003

Rummel says:
“Almost 170 million men,
women and children have been
28
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Robin Schumacher has a B.S. in
business from the University of Louisville,
an M.A. in Apologetics from Southern
Evangelical Seminary in North Carolina,
and has a Ph.D. in New Testament with
Greenwich School of Theology in the U.K.
Besides doing research and writing work
for CARM, he also writes apologetic and
worldview-centric
articles
forgot
questions.org, is a contributor to the book
Got Questions?
----------------------

shot, beaten, tortured, knifed,
burned,
starved,
frozen,
crushed or worked to death;
buried alive, drowned, hung,
bombed or killed in any other
of a myriad of ways governments have inflicted death on
unarmed, helpless citizens and
foreigners.

“What is the source of
quarrels and conflicts among
you? Is not the source your
pleasures that wage war in
your members? You lust and
do not have; so you commit
murder. You are envious and
cannot obtain; so you fight and
quarrel.” James 4:1–2 [NASB]

The dead could conceivably
be nearly 360 million people. It
is though our species has been
devastated by a modern Black
Plague. And indeed it has, but
a plague of Power, not germs.”4

In the end, the evidence shows
that the atheists are quite wrong
about the wars they claim to so
desperately despise. Sin is the #1
cause of war and violence, not
religion,
and
certainly
not
Christianity. [END]

The historical evidence is quite
clear: Religion is not the #1 cause
of war.
If religion can’t be blamed for
most wars and violence, then what
is the primary cause? It is the same
thing that triggers all crime,
cruelty, loss of life, and other such
things. Jesus provides the answer
very clearly:
“For from within, out of the
heart of men, proceed the evil
thoughts, fornications, thefts,
murders, adulteries, deeds of
coveting and wickedness, as
well as deceit, sensuality, envy,
slander, pride and foolishness.
All these evil things proceed
from within and defile the
man.” Mark 7:21–23 [NASB]
James (naturally) agrees with
Christ when he says:
29
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Tantalising Trivia
Britain and the United States
almost went to war over a pig in
1859.
Apparently it’s true!
It began with Charles Griffin an
Englishman who owned the pig and
lived on San Juan Island, just near
Vancouver, Canada.
Unfortunately the pig kept on
wandering onto the American
neighbour’s potato patch.
The
neighbour, Lyman Cutler, shot the
pig and the Englishman Griffin
complained to his government.
Astonishingly, troops from both
sides rushed in. It sounds like a
strange reason for sending in
troops, but this particular island
was claimed by both countries.
Although the pig war continued
for 13 years, no shots were fired and
soldiers from both countries
remained stationed at either end of
the Island. Finally in 1872, the
German Kaiser, Wilhelm I, gave the
island and some others to the USA.
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Where is the Light at the
End of the Tunnel?
terrible difficulties. She said,
“Yes, but sometimes there is no
light at the end of the tunnel.”

by Vicki Nunn
If we’re going through some
difficulties at present, we are
reminded to endure, and that
God’s promise will come to pass.
Sometimes getting through
hard times is just holding on for a
little longer, even when we can’t
see the light at the end of the
tunnel, even when we feel weak
and weary to the point of
exhaustion - we must just hold on.
We should remind ourselves
daily about God’s promise, and
trust that He is with us – He feels
our pain, He knows our suffering,
He wants to wrap His arms
around us and comfort us…. so
we must just … hold … on.
“Simply endure, for when you
have done as God requires of you,
you will receive the promise. As
the prophet Habakkuk said, ‘In a
little while, only a little longer, the
One who is coming will come
without delay.'”
Hebrews 10:36-37 [Voice]
---------------------------I shared the above poster and
the words below it on SPAG
Magazine’s Facebook page with a
few online Christian groups. I
received a response from a person
who was going through some
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I shared with her the following
personal response, which I hope
might be helpful if you too are
going through difficulties, pain
and suffering and feel like they
will never end, or that there is no
light at the end of the tunnel:
---------------------------I've been there too - seven years
of physical pain and resulting
depression, and three years away
from the support of family and
friends.
What I was expecting didn't
happen - I didn't get over the pain, as
that will remain with me for life, and
thankfully the depression has mostly
disappeared, but the light at the end
of the tunnel wasn't what I expected
at all! I thought I'd be healed or at
least physically improved, and that I'd
'get back to normal,' yet that didn't
happen.
It was towards the end of this
period when God spoke to me
through some Bible verses, in which
He gave a command to the Israelites
to allow the fields to sit fallow every
seven years so they could rest and
recuperate.
I came to understand that God
was telling me that it was time for me
to rest and recuperate - but it had
taken almost seven years, and now it
was time to move onto the next
phase in my life, and to let go of the
struggles and the stresses from those
previous years.
It was also at that same time, due
to a significant reduction in house
prices back in my old home town,
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that I found to my surprise that I
could now afford to sell up and return
there to family and friends.
I've been back here for some time
now, and I'm regaining some contentment.
Sometimes we expect everything
to go back to the way it was before,
and when that doesn't happen we
may not recognise that we've
reached the end of the tunnel, and
simply don’t recognise where we are.
When we EXPECT things to be the
same, we can allow ourselves to
become discouraged and maybe even
angry. We can allow ourselves
instead to focus on what has changed
or how things are more difficult now.
While I hate to admit it, I also
indulged in quite a bit of self-pity.
I can no longer work in paid
employment due to increasing
physical limitations and pain (and
consequent lack of sleep) which
impacts on many areas of my life, but
even during those difficulties and
strange new circumstances, I just
tried to keep holding on, even when
it was confusing, even when I felt
angry, even when I felt that God
wasn't listening, or that He didn't
understand.
Sometimes God allows us to go
through terrible circumstances to
stretch and strengthen our faith. It's
certainly not a pleasant part of the
journey, but if God desires us to go
through it, He must think it's
necessary for us to do so.
It all may seem so terribly unfair,
but I had to ask myself, "Who am I to
question what God thinks is best for
me? Do I really have the right to say
to God:
‘No! Stop! I've had enough!'
or even:
 Go to contents 
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‘Let ME be the one to decide how
this turns out!’"
May I encourage you to seek
God's wisdom to enable you to see
the light more clearly.
Are things going to be different to
the way they were before? If so, how
can we come to terms with that?
Are you feeling upset and angry
with God? Are you holding onto that
anger or resentment? Have you
asked Him to help you find joy and
purpose in these changed circumstances?
I would urge you to pray daily to
be able to let go of what you were
expecting and to help you to be more
accepting of this new period of your
life. Ask Him to help you focus on
finding joy in the little things, because
they are often the way to bringing us
healing and contentment in our
circumstances.
Pray that He will help you find
purpose in your changed situation
and that God can use you and your
experiences to help others along the
way, after all this journey we are on,
is supposed to be about others and
not ourselves isn't it?
I know from personal experience
that it's hard to understand that,
because when we are suffering, our
pain (whether physical, mental
and/or emotional) can often seem to
be the loudest or even the only voice
in our heads.
God bless you - I pray that as you
continue in your walk, that you will
sense His presence at your side, and
that you can let go of your expectations and instead, ask God to bring
you into your new circumstances with
a changed and renewed heart and
spirit.
"... let me leave you with a
blessing: May peace and love with
faith be yours from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus the Anointed. May
His grace surround all who love our
Lord Jesus the Anointed with a neverending love."
Ephesians 6:23b-24 [Voice]
31

---------------------------As I bring this article to its
conclusion, I’d like to share the
following verses and thoughts
with you:
“So we have no reason to
despair. Despite the fact that our
outer humanity is falling apart
and decaying, our inner humanity
is breathing in new life every day.
You see, the short-lived pains of
this life are creating for us an
eternal glory that does not compare to anything we know here. So
we do not set our sights on the
things we can see with our eyes.
All of that is fleeting; it will eventually fade away. Instead, we
focus on the things we cannot see,
which live on and on.”
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 [VOICE]

I pray that God, the source of
all hope, will infuse your lives
with an abundance of joy and
peace in the midst of your faith so
that your hope will overflow
“
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through the power of the Holy
Spirit.” Romans 15:13 [VOICE]
“Be strong and brave, and don’t
tremble in fear of them, because
the Eternal your God is going with
you. He’ll never fail you or
abandon you!”
Deuteronomy 31:6 [VOICE]

Have you ever tried walking
about at night with your eyes
closed? It’s quite disconcerting
isn’t it? We begin to feel uncertain
as we step forward, fumbling
along, touching the walls and
reaching out tentatively for the
furniture, trying not to trip on
anything or step on the cat!
I can barely do that for one
whole minute before I want to
open my eyes again, let alone five
minutes, or a day, or for years.
Going through trials can be like
that, as we stumble along on
uncertain feet, straining to see the
way, feeling lost and confused.
Eventually, should the darkness go on long enough, we can
 Go to contents 
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become frustrated and angry, and
the longer the darkness lasts, the
harder it can feel to go on.
Where is that darned light
we’ve been promised? How can
we be expected to go on like that?
It’s no wonder then that stepping
from the light we’re used to and
understand, and into an unknowable and frightening darkness that
we can feel upset and frustrated.
Some people can find God’s
comfort in that difficult place,
while for others we can’t hear
God’s voice, we can’t see God’s
leading in the dark and we can
feel so terribly alone. Where is
God in that daunting place? Has
He left us?
He is walking ahead of us,
clearing away some of the
obstacles, filling in the deeper
holes so that we won’t fall in or
trip over.
It’s still dark though. We’ll still
have to stumble and fumble our
way through, and all we have to
hold onto is God’s promise that
He will be there, and that He
hasn’t forgotten us.

expectation and maybe even
delight, seeking to find contentment and purpose into whichever
situation God has brought us?
We can find encouragement in
Psalm 139:11-12 which reminds us
that when we’re afraid in the dark,
nothing is hidden from God:
“Even if I am afraid and think
to myself, ‘There is no doubt that
the darkness will swallow me, the
light around me will soon be
turned to night,’ you can see in the
dark, for it is not dark to Your
eyes. For You the night is just as
bright as the day. Darkness and
light are the same to Your eyes.”
[VOICE]

Are we going to let our
thoughts be influenced by hopelessness or are we going to throw
off the world’s pessimistic view in
exchange for fresh eyes; eyes of
32

The word ‘hoodlum’ had an
interesting beginning. We know it
today as the word for a criminal.
Its origins began through a San
Francisco newspaper who first used the
word around 1870. When attempting to
find a word to describe young ruffians,
the article’s reporter took the name of a
local gang-leader’s name and turned it
around. The gang-leader’s name was
Muldoon, so the reporter wrote
Noodlum. At the newspaper though,
the typesetter misread the reporter’s
writing and thought it said ‘hoodlum,’
and so printed it that way in the article.
The word stuck and became the ‘go-to’
word when referring to certain types of
criminals.

Recently I saw a photo of a lit
match and was reminded that
while everything around us can be
in shadow, the light itself casts no
shadow! Consider that our great
Light, is our God, our Saviour!
“This is the message we have
heard from Him and announce to
you, that God is Light, and in
Him there is no darkness at all.”
1 John 1:5 [NASB] [END]

If we can stand back and look
upon the circumstances in which
we find ourselves, we have the
promise that each of us can have
full, unrestricted access to ALL joy
and peace and over-flowing hope
in ALL seasons, no matter what.
In every situation, we have the
choice to decide how we are going
to view it and respond to it, even
when the unrelenting darkness
and difficulty begins to wear us
down..

Tantalising Trivia

Nearby, in the fields outside of Bethlehem, a group of shepherds
were guarding their flocks from predators in the darkness of
night. Suddenly a messenger of the Lord stood in front of them, and
the darkness was replaced by a glorious light - the shining light of
God’s glory. They were terrified!
Messenger: “Don’t be afraid! Listen! I bring good news, news of great
joy, news that will affect all people everywhere. Today, in the city of
David, a Liberator has been born for you! He is the promised Anointed
One, the Supreme Authority! You will know you have found Him when
you see a baby, wrapped in a blanket, lying in a feeding trough.”
At that moment, the first heavenly messenger was joined by
thousands of other messengers - a vast heavenly choir. They praised
God.
Heavenly Choir: “To the highest heights of the universe, glory to God!
And on earth, peace among all people who bring pleasure to God!”
As soon as the heavenly messengers disappeared into heaven, the
shepherds were buzzing with conversation.
Shepherds: “Let’s rush down to Bethlehem right now! Let’s see what’s
happening! Let’s experience what the Lord has told us about!”
So they ran into town, and eventually they found Mary and Joseph
and the baby lying in the feeding trough.
Luke 2:8-16 [VOICE]
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Secret Supermarket
by Vicki Nunn

Humour

I think that most people will
agree that grocery shopping is a
somewhat boring, and is one of
those unavoidable chores that just
has to be done.
Additionally we sometimes
have to contend with rudeness,
spills, squabbles, smells and complaining, and that’s just in the car
with our family on the way there!
The last thing that one would
suspect is the possibility that
supermarkets might be displaying
a less than serious side.
Aisle-side Hanging Displays
It was while I was shopping in
a supermarket one time, that I
began to ponder the possibility
that there might be secret
messages and jokes hidden for
discerning shoppers to find.
Now when I say secret
messages, I don't mean subliminal
advertising hidden in their music,
and some kind of diabolical plot
to hypnotise us into buying only
at their store, but rather it was the
specific location of a particular
toy, which set my already overactive imagination into overdrive.
In many supermarkets in
Australia, and I presume in some
other countries as well, a small
group of unrelated items are
sometimes placed on hanging
hooks in completely unrelated
aisles, for example, we may find
sachets of cheese sauce hanging
from a small display in the
cleaning section, or dog collars
33

dangling from hooks on a shelf in
the cereal aisle.
These
items
are usually
completely unrelated and random,
aren’t they, but what if some of
them are not? What if some of
these displays are not quite as
unplanned as we think? What if
there exists such a thing as ‘secret
supermarket humour?’
I had to ask myself, what if
over the years, I’ve been
completely missing the subtle
secret supermarket humour at the
places at which I regularly shop?
The incident that sparked my
musings on this subject, was the
collection of small toys that I
found hanging from a shelf in the
baked beans section of my local
supermarket. Dangling unobtru~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

sively on the display as if they
didn't have a care in the world,
was a selection of toy whoopee
cushions!
While the subject of baked
beans, flatulence and whoopee
cushions might not be the stuff of
refined conversation, I challenge
you to help me in my quest to
research this further. Will you join
me?
Are supermarkets really having
a joke with us? If so, I say,
‘encore!’ Let's encourage them in
their efforts, because after all, it
may just provide us with a giggle
in an otherwise ‘blah’ day and
make grocery shopping slightly
more interesting than usual.
[END]
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The Pocket Testament League
~ Helen Cadbury ~
by Lindy Kingsmill
Helen came from a Christian
family.
Her grandfather, John
Cadbury, founded the well-known
Cadbury cocoa and chocolate
company in Birmingham. The
family were strong believers and
really cared about the welfare of
those who worked for them and
other underprivileged people in
their community.
Helen was only twelve when
she went with her father, Richard
Cadbury, and sat at the back of the
hall watching the volunteers
talking with the people coming
into the hall from the local
neighbourhood. Some of them
looked poor and even hungry and
some, sadly, were affected by
alcohol.
Richard had built a big hall
where Christians could invite
men, women and children from
the neighbourhood to come and
hear about the love of God. There,
depending on their circumstances,
they would be given a meal and
maybe even clothes. Many were
poor
and
in
difficult
circumstances. Richard cared very
much for poor people and did a
lot to help them.
The preacher finished explaining how people, through trusting

in the Lord Jesus and what he had
done on the cross, they could have
their sins forgiven and get right
with God. He then asked all those
who wanted to publicly declare
that they were putting their trust
(faith) in Jesus Christ to stand up.
Helen knew that having Christian
parents did not make her a
Christian. She understood that
Jesus had died on the cross to give
her eternal life with him in
heaven. She longed in her heart to
know God the way her parents
did, so she stood up, along with
others, and went to a small room
behind the stage where someone
would pray with her. There in the
room was her father who joyfully
prayed with her.
At school Helen kept a Bible in
her desk. She took it out at break
times to show other girls verses
about how to become a Christian
and how God would want them to
live.
It wasn’t easy carrying a
Bible in the playground so Helen
and her Christian friends had
pockets made in their dresses for
carrying a Bible or a New
Testament.
These girls were
always ready to share their faith
with the other girls. In 1893, when
Helen was 16, the group was
called ‘“The Pocket Testament
League’ “and it had a membership
of 60 girls.
However, what started with
lots of zeal and enthusiasm
became dormant for a number of
years as the pressures of life
pushed in. Helen went to college
and there absorbed ‘sophisticated’
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Helen Cadbury

thinking about Christianity. The
anti-God rhetoric of many of her
lecturers caused her to have grave
doubts about the reality of
Christianity. She no longer
believed that the whole Bible was
the true word of God.
After her father’s death she
began helping her mother, at the
big hall her father had built.
Gradually her views came back to
what she had believed as a
schoolgirl when she first gave her
life to God. Helen saw the love of
God being lived out before her
eyes through her mother and the
others who were helping the poor.
Little did she know in those
early years as she was sharing the
Good News with others that one
day she would marry the famous
evangelist and song leader,
Charles Alexander. Together and
with some other evangelists they
revived ‘The Pocket Testament
League.’
They produced many stories
about people whose lives were
 Go to contents 
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wonderfully transformed through
reading the Bible. One such story
is of Captain Mitsuo Fuchida, the
Japanese commander who led the
attack on Pearl Harbour and
Darwin.
It is estimated that over 100
million portions of Scripture have
been distributed by the Pocket
Testament League. It is still going
strong today! [link]
Many people across the world
have become followers of Jesus, all
because a young girl was concerned about the spiritual needs of
others. [END]
-----------------------------

by Abel Lissnar
December 31AD
It has been some months since the
crucifixion of the beloved healer and
teacher Jesus, a great magician who
performed some astounding tricks.
As difficult as it may be to believe,
those that claim they were healed by
him, ‘appear’ to remain whole in
body even up until the present time.
I witnessed Jesus’ final miracle,
after he ‘returned from the dead,’
when his body lifted up into the sky
until he disappeared from sight.
While I remain sceptical of the trick’s
validity, I still haven’t been able to
determine how such a performance
was achieved, even after contacting
several well-regarded magicians.
His followers are now performing
feats of magic too such as healing the
sick, and apparently have even
brought someone back from the dead!

Thank you:
Our thanks to the Pocket Testament
League for providing the image of the
Gospel of John (above).
-----------------------------------Sources:
Pocket Testament League,
https://www.ptll.org/
Fox, Simon: Helen Cadbury and
Charles M Alexander. London, 1989,
Marshall Morgan and Scott Publications,
ISBN-10: 0551019476 & ISBN-13: 9780551019478
Article from The Methodist, 26th June,
1909, page 6
-----------------------------------Bibliography:
Kingsmill, Lindy, undated, Diduno: The
Pocket
Testament
League,
available:
https://diduno.info/cadburys-grand-daughterhelen-cadbury/, accessed 07/08/19

Jesus must have trained them to
perform these ‘spectacular’ feats of
magic, or perhaps he taught them
some kind of mind-trick which
deludes people into believing they are
healed, including their friends, family
and even priests. Some of these same
synagogue leaders have confirmed to
me that those who were once outcasts
with communicable diseases are now
ritually clean and many long-term
disabled beggars are healed and have
resumed living back in the community, some even returning to gainful
employment.
“Everyone is talking about the
‘miracles,’” one local leader claims.
The numbers of followers are
increasing daily, much to the disgust
of our religious leaders, particularly
since they believed they’d dealt with
the ‘Jesus’ problem, assuming it
would end with his crucifixion.
One
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imagine
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that

the

followers would be taking advantage
of their ‘healing powers,’ and making
themselves rich, but instead they ask
nothing and in fact, are giving back to
the people.
As more join them, there has been
such a great outpouring of community spirit that it has garnered the
attention of almost every person in
Israel. The followers are inviting
complete strangers into their homes,
including those who are usually
shunned. They share their possessions, give food and aid to the poor,
and people are saying that due to
their influence, there’s been a
reduction in drinking and fighting,
and some prostitutes have turned
away from their old lives and are also
helping the poor and the sick
I can’t account for what is
occurring, but whoever this Jesus
was, he has left a lasting legacy in the
hearts and minds of many. The poor,
the destitute, the sick and the outcast
have for too long been neglected and
ignored, and I applaud these people
of Jesus for their compassion and
their aid to those who are too often
looked upon as somehow inferior.
In the coming weeks I’ll catch up
with some of these Jesus people,
though I’ll be sure to stay out of the
way of Saul, an up-and-coming
religious leader who’s been in
discussions with Caiaphas and other
leaders about how to stop the spread
of these Jesus followers, claiming that
they’re blasphemous and are in
cahoots with the prince of demons.
I would urge everyone to exercise
caution before becoming involved
with these folk, as I understand that
Saul is a quite a formidable and hotheaded fellow. [END]
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~ Emu ~
(Dromaius novaehollandiae)
The second largest bird in
existence is Australia’s emu and
while they can be found
commonly on the mainland, a
subspecies were once found in
Tasmania and another on King
Island but both became extinct
after European settlement.
Their long legs and necks
enable them to stand at a height of
up to 1.9m (6.2’.) Much of its
musculature goes into its legs and
the combination of that and its leg
length allows them to sprint at up
to 50km per hour (31mph) and to
travel long distances. When
walking, an emu’s stride is around
1m in length, while it can reach
2.75m in length when running.
One difference between the
emu and the ostrich is that while
the ostrich has two toes, the emu
has three, and its toe and sharp
claws reach around 15cm in length
which it uses when kicking
opponents. The emu also has
superb hearing and eyesight

The flightless emu can go for
weeks without any food, and
make do with small amounts of
water, but it can drink down large
quantities when water sources are
found. Its diet consists of insects
and various plants
Beneath its soft brown feathers,
the skin on the neck and the face is
blue, and it’s feathers and inner
plumage insulate the bird during
hot weather, changing colour
slightly depending upon where
they live.
It’s the females who fight
amongst themselves for a partner
during their mating season in May
and June. Once the female lays her
eggs, the male incubates them for
eight weeks, barely taking in any
drink or food, and can lose a large
amount of weight as a result. It’s
also the male who rears the young
who reach adult size in just six
months. The family can sometimes
stay together until the following
breeding season.
Females are usually larger than
the males weighing an average of
37kg and males 31½kg, but some
have been known to reach 60kg.
The emu is an iconic Australian
bird featuring on coins and even
the coat of arms. It is also an
important part of the mythology
of Indigenous Australians. [END]
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Pedophilia:
Crime, Disorder, or Orientation?
by Shane Morris
and Summit Staff
(This article was originally published by Summit
Ministries (summit.org) in 2014. Used with
permission)

A spate of articles proposing
we rethink our view on pedophilia
offers insight into how our culture
has become accustomed to dealing
with sexual deviance.
Writing in The New York
Times,1 Margo Kaplan argues that
when it comes to that segment of
the population who find themselves sexually attracted to
children, we’ve failed to make a
crucial distinction. And it’s
crippling our thinking and our
laws, not to mention making life
miserable
for
those
who
experience such attraction.
Pedophilia isn’t the same as
child molestation, he says. “One
can live with pedophilia and not
act on it. [Websites] like Virtuous
Pedophiles provide support for
pedophiles who do not molest
children and believe that sex with
children is wrong. It is not that
these individuals are ‘inactive’ or
‘nonpracticing’ pedophiles, but
rather that pedophilia is a status
and not an act.”
Pedophilia, Kaplan maintains,
isn’t a choice. “Recent research,”
he writes, “while often limited to
sex-offenders - because of the
stigma of pedophilia - suggests
that the disorder may have
neurological origins.”
Whether he’s right about the
material causes or not, the
distinction Kaplan draws between
38

pedophilia as an urge and
molestation as an act echoes the
distinction
Christians
who
minister to homosexuals have
drawn
between
same-sex
attraction and action.
As Catholic blogger Steve
Gershom wrote in a piece that was
prolifically reprinted and reposted, being “gay” (experiencing
involuntary attraction to the same
sex) doesn’t mean he’s bound to
engage in homosexual acts. That’s
why Gershom has devoted himself to a life of celibacy.
In the same way, Christians can
recognize that pedophiles (those
who experience unwanted attraction to children) aren’t monsters,
and should be encouraged to seek
help - especially in Christ - to
overcome those temptations and
live virtuous lives.
Even so, as Princeton professor
Robert George pointed out
recently, characterizing pedophilia
as a kind of “orientation” plays
right into our culture’s script for
turning alien sexual proclivities
into inalienable sexual rights.
Today’s experts distinguish
between desires and deeds, but
maintain that pedophiles should
seek professional help in suppressing their desires. Will the
experts of tomorrow say the same?
Recall that homosexuality was
once treated as Kaplan suggests
we treat pedophilia today. Back
then,
so-called
“reparative
therapy” wasn’t a Christian
industry but a field of mainstream
psychology.
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

“This late in the season of our
experience,” writes Robert George
chillingly, “it is scarcely difficult to
see how this will play out. Anyone
who is paying attention can write
the script. The next step is for the
‘disorder’ to become a ‘sexual
orientation.’ We will then be told
that pedophiles are members of a
misunderstood, despised, and
long discriminated against ‘sexual
minority.’
And then we’ll start hearing
about how not all children are
harmed by ‘intergenerational
love,’ and how it has been an
accepted part of the culture of
certain high civilizations of the
past. And then out will come the
epithets and other techniques of
intimidation: Individuals and
institutions that dissent or fail to
fall in line with an ‘enlightened’
understanding of sexuality will be
said to be ‘filled with hate’; they
are ‘bigots’ and ‘pedaphilaphobes’; they want to ‘discriminate’ against people, keep them
 Go to contents 
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locked ‘in the closet,’ and make
them suffer for something they
did not choose and cannot change.
They were, after all, ‘born that
way.’”
This issue presents unique
challenges to Christians because it
forces us to hold several scriptural
imperatives in harmony. First, we
must recognize in our culture the
degradation Paul described in
Romans 1, understanding that,
like the Greco-Roman culture in
which the Apostle lived, ours may
eventually feel an appetite for
abusing children.
We should also avoid stigmatizing anyone for facing or
admitting temptations, after all,
Jesus was tempted in every way
we are, yet was without sin
(Hebrews 4:15).
Paul makes it clear that Christ
welcomes and washes sinners of
all sorts into His Kingdom (1
Corinthians 6:11), making them
new creations and burying the old
(2 Corinthians 5:17). We owe
special grace and support to those
within the church who experience

but refuse to act on sinful urges.
Finally, we must resist the
tendency of our culture to explain
everything - even sin - as a
chemical reaction. Humans are
morally responsible for their
choices, and that’s especially true
when it comes to how adults treat
children, who are the most
vulnerable members of society.
[END]

--------------------Further Reading:
Pedophilia: A Disorder, Not a Crime by
Margo Kaplan, The New York Times, 5
October, 2014
--------------------Notes:
1. Kaplan, Margo, 5 October 2014, The New
York Times: Pedophilia: A Disorder, Not a
Crime, available: https://www.nytimes.com
/2014/10/06/opinion/pedophilia-a-disordernot-a-crime.html
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Shane Morris is an Assistant Editor
and a columnist with BreakPoint. You can
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Crime, Disorder, or orientation?, available:
www.summit.org/resources/articles/pedophilia
-crime-disorder-or-orientation/, accessed 03/08/
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International
Awareness Days
December
1 World AIDS Day; 2 International Day
for the Abolition of Slavery; 3
International Day of Persons with
Disabilities; 5 World Soil Day & also
International Volunteer Day for Economic
and Social Development; 9 International
Anti-Corruption Day & International Day
of Commemoration and Dignity of the
Victims of the Crime of Genocide and of
the Prevention of this Crime ; 10 Human
Rights Day; 12 International Day of
Neutrality; 18
International Migrants
Day; 20 International Human Solidarity
Day;
January
2 Science Fiction Day (USA) coincides
with Isaac Asimov's birthday; 16
unofficial National Nothing Day (USA); 11
International Parity at Work Day (equal
pay day) & International Day of Women
and Girls in Science; 13 Stephen Foster
Memorial Day (USA) & World Radio Day;
18 International Religion Day & 18-25
International Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity; 20 World Day of Social
Justice; 21 National Hugging Day (held in
United States of America, Canada,
Germany, Sweden, Bulgaria, Guam,
Australia, Georgia (the country), England,
and Russia) & International Mother
Language Day; 23 International Freedom
Day; 26 International Environmental
Education Day and also International
Customs Day; 27 International Holocaust
Remembrance Day (remembered in
April/May in Israel)
as well as
International Outer Space Day; 30
International Day of Non-violence and
Peace (Northern Hemisphere - many
Countries);
February
2 Groundhog Day (USA) and also World
Wetlands Day as well as Marmot Day
(Canada);
4 World Cancer Day; 6
International Day of Zero Tolerance to
Female Genital Mutilation; 11 World Day
of the Sick; 13 World Radio Day; 20 World
Day of Social Justice; 21 International
Mother Language Day; 22 A Day Without
News; 27 World NGO Day

Words of Wisdom
“It is no measure of health to be
well adjusted to a sick society.”
J. Krishnamurti
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Thirty, Flirty and Thriving…?
by Bonnie Dowie

WASTE!

into the unknown remains strong.

Press Service
International (?)

Now sure, some of these
articles held some palatable
wisdom, but most of them were…
how can I say this nicely…
rubbish. Even one of the better
articles had a tagline reading, ‘A
simple checklist for moving into
adulthood.’ Wow! Who knew
successful adulthood was as easy
as 1,2,3?!

The Cost

The Road Less Travelled

While beginning these new
ventures has certainly added joy
and fulfilment to my life, and my
creativity is doing a happy dance,
my finances have taken a spin
around the metaphorical plughole. I think I can even hear that
awful sucking sound as they
disappear into oblivion.

I’m thirty (not for much longer,
actually). I’m not really flirty
(read: no idea how-to-basic-flirt;
don’t know who I would flirt
with; I’m pretty awkward around
men in general; and what even is
flirting?); and thriving? Well, it
depends… how do you define
thriving?
“Thirty Things You Should
Accomplish Before You’re 30…”
I just went and did a good oldfashioned Google search for things
a 30 year old should have
accomplished in their lifetime.
What a silly thing to Google,
right?
As I hit the enter key, I vaguely
hoped nobody had the audacity to
actually lay out where I should be
at in life, but what do you know,
the search page promptly presented me with a busload of blog
posts and articles on thirty things
one should accomplish by the time
you’re thirty.
Well goodness me, whatever
have I been doing with my life all
these years?! IT’S ALL BEEN A
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My life choices have taken me
down quite a winding and
wandering path. It’s been rather
unpredictable. Not only do others
never quite know what I’ll do next
– neither do I most of the time!
There’s
never
been
any
consistency or upward trajectory
in terms of career or savings. It’s
been listening to God’s leading,
taking big risks, learning who I
am, following my heart and
investing in relationships. It’s been
beautiful and wild and terrifying,
and sometimes really lonely.
When I look around and see
everyone with their houses and
careers and families, it’s easy to
feel like I’m all alone on my path,
and tempting to want to hop on
over to theirs, yet still, the draw
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I made a very intentional
decision to pursue things which
bring me joy and are in line with
my natural giftings. So far this has
resulted in registering three
business names, doing a short
floristry course, enrolling in a
business course and starting an
internship.

Although I chuckle as I write,
most days it doesn’t feel very fun.
Many days I question the meaning
of life; send despairing text
messages to a trusted friend; lie on
the floor; cry; sob; complain; ask,
‘Whyyy God;’ lose sleep trying to
come up with solutions; and feel
like a mega-failure.
I try my hardest to be thankful
for my beaten-up old car but
really just cringe with embarrassment when it painfully chugs up a

 Go to contents 
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hill, unsure whether it has the
strength or will to carry its faithful
driver to the top. I’m dreaming of
having a nice car one day that
doesn’t leak water onto my feet
when it rains.
That Ol’ Imaginary Timeline
It’s not just the lack of finances
that’s uncomfortable. I think an
almost greater battle I face comes
from holding myself to an
imaginary timeline and beating
myself up for missing every
milestone.
 House? Nope, still living with
my parents.
 Boyfriend/husband/children?
Nope, just a collection of heartbreaking / maddening/ frustrating /comically tragic relationship / dating stories.
 Money in the bank? Ha. Career?
Double ha ha!
Whenever I do the imaginary
timeline checklist game, it opens
the door for insecurity to barge on
in. Whenever I look around and
see what everyone else is up to, in
comparison with my own life, I
question the direction I’m going in
and the choices I’m making.
Shame tells me I’m not doing
41

enough, and
knows it.

that

everybody

Yet when I stop, when I quiet
my heart and mind, when I dig
beneath the anxiety of working
hard but living week-to-week not
quite sure if money will stretch, I
know…
I’m where I’m meant to be.
There’s no timeline I need to
stick to. Society might expect
certain things from me, but
thankfully I’m not bound to
people’s expectations.
I get to go on an adventure
with God. I get to listen to and be
guided by His voice, knowing
He’ll lead me in His perfect way,
in His perfect time. Knowing
where He’s taking me is a tailormade adventure full of purpose
and destiny that only I can fulfil.
Leaning In
Through this wilderness, where
it seems I could run out of
provision at any moment, I’m
learning to fully trust, to fully rely
on God to sustain me. I have no
other choice. I guess that’s why
God so often seems to have us in
such uncomfortable places… to
teach us trust!
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

By society’s standards I don’t
think anyone would say I’m
thriving, especially given my
fairly regular and honest outbursts
on how I’m REALLY doing, but as
a daughter of God? I reckon He
thinks I’m doing okay. I think
He’d say he’s proud of me.
So, I lean into Him. I lean into
trust. I lean into the path God has
me on, knowing He’ll get me
where He wants me, knowing if I
fail He’s still with me, knowing
that as long as He’s close, I’ll
thrive. [END]
---------------------------Biography:
Bonnie loves all things old-fashioned,
travelling, beautiful things (especially
flowers), coffee with friends and being
with her family. She is passionate about
broken hearts and relationships being
restored
through
the
power
of
vulnerability and honesty with God and
others.
Bonnie Dowie’s previous articles may
be viewed at www.pressserviceinter
national.org/bonnie-dowie.html.
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flirty
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thriving…?,
available:
https://christiantoday.com.au/news/30-flirtyand-thriving.html, accessed 22/04/19
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Why Our Pursuit of Happiness
is Actually Making Us Unhappy
by Sabrina
Peters
We live in a day and age
obsessed with happiness and we’ll
do just about anything to obtain it.
We’re hooked on the pursuit of
“feeling good”, yet in reality so
many of us are left feeling bad. We
have more stuff, but we’re less
satisfied. More Facebook friends,
but less genuine ones. More
“success”, yet so many of us are
completely discontent with our
“real” life.
Why? Why is depression,
anxiety and even suicide rates the
highest they’ve ever been? Why
do we struggle so much in our
identity, sense of worth & inner
peace? I’d be presumptuous in
saying I know the answer. I don’t
(And without a doubt biological,
socio-economic and psychological
complexities influence our overall
well-being).

But this I can be certain - a life
of self-indulgence, material gain
and consumerism is all promise,
with no lasting gain. All veneer,
little substance. Maybe it’s time
we started looking for happiness
some place elsewhere? Maybe it’s
time we substituted our “me me
me” mentality for something
bigger? Something that doesn’t
leave us feeling like we’re chasing
the elusive pot of gold at the end
of a rainbow, only to end up
empty handed.
I dare say, the antidote to
discontentment
isn’t
getting
everything we want, but being
grateful for what we have. I
believe true happiness is deeply
rooted in authentic connection, a
healthy perspective and a purpose-filled life.
1. Gratitude
I once read a quote that said:
“The difference between
entitlement and privilege is
gratitude.”
It’s true, gratitude changes
everything! Literally, thankfulness
has the power to shift your
mindset
which
ultimately
influences your emotions, moods
and life experiences.
So often we focus on what we
don’t have, not what we do. We
live in a consumer culture, always
chasing the next new thing to
make us feel good, but if we could
just step back for a moment.
If we could just see what’s in
front of us, and appreciate it, that
desire of needing more, having to
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have more, would
slowly lost its grip.
The truth is, often the
things we take for granted
are the most important things
in life. A loving family (or friend
or spouse), good health, running
water, education, phys-ical safety,
a supportive com-munity. Often,
the most precious gifts we’re
given are right in front of our face,
but we’re too blind to see it.
A satisfied life is better than a
successful life, because our success
isn’t measured by others, but our
satisfaction is measured by our
own soul, mind and heart.
“There were people who
went to sleep last night, poor
and rich and white and black,
but they will never wake again.
And those dead folks would
give anything at all for just five
minutes of this weather or ten
minutes of ploughing.
So you watch yourself about
complaining. What you're supposed to do when you don't
like a thing is change it. If you
can't change it, change the way
you think about it."
Maya Angelou.
So, together, lets shift our focus
because you can’t be thankful and
unhappy at the same time.
2. Connection
As human beings we are made
for connection, like the real, raw &
deep kind, the kind where you feel
truly known by someone, truly
seen by someone. Unfortunately,
in our technology driven and
social media obsessed society, we
 Go to contents 
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his family, and understandably
they were devastated, but they
weren’t destroyed. A few days
later I watched the funeral online
and was blown away at the divine
‘perspective’ and incredible peace
that undergirded his family that
day.
There were tears, but many
more laughs and cheers as they
celebrated an astounding wife,
mother and contributor to her
community.

often trade quality over quantity
and often love things and use
people, instead of using things
and loving people.
A few years ago, I remember
reading multiple studies that
explored what actually made
people happy. Every single one
boiled down to this conclusion the quality of your relationships.
Research found that once your
basic necessities are met (food,
clothing, shelter), the best indicator of a person's happiness is the
connection they have with others.
“Connection is why we’re
here; it is what gives purpose
and meaning to our lives.”
Brene Brown.
So instead of seeking joy in
status, stuff or social affirmation
let’s lean into connection. Let’s
cultivate relationships that run
deep in affection, emotion and
vulnerability.
3. Perspective
What happens on the inside of
us (in our hearts, our thoughts and
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our emotions) has far more
influence on the outcome of our
lives than circumstances ever will.
Logo-therapist and concentration camp survivor Victor
Frankl makes this robust statement:
“He who has a why to live
for can bear almost any how.”
Life can be brutal. We all face
trial and trauma, with real pain
and substantial ramifications: the
death of a loved one; the
disappointment of losing a job;
feelings of inadequacy; or the
fracture of a friendship or family
unit.
Life can hurt, a lot, but I've
discovered in the moments of
utter heartache and anguish we
are ultimately left with a choice. I
know, so easy for me to say, much
harder for you to walk it out.
A little while ago, a close friend
of mine lost his beautiful mum.
One morning she just didn’t wake
up. It was horrible receiving the
news. My heart broke for him and
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

No doubt there will still be
waves of grief that wash over him,
but ultimately his perspective is
anchored in eternity. His hope is
secure, that she is looking down
from heaven, a smile on her face
proud of the son she raised so
well.
The truth is we can’t control
what happens to us, but we
choose how we respond to it. Our
reaction to a situation literally has
the power to change the situation
itself!
“Most people are about as
happy as they make up their
minds to be.”
Abraham Lincoln
4. Purpose
You were created on purpose,
for a purpose. That statement may
seem cliché, but it’s true. It doesn't
matter if your parents planned
you (mine didn’t), but God did.
You are here for a reason, and you
are here to live a life of meaning.
We’ve been sold this idea that
happiness lives at the end of
personal fulfilment. I’d like to
suggest it’s the contrary. Meaning
enters our lives when we start to
think of and value others.
I believe our ‘purpose’ has far
more to do with others, than it
does with us. Humanitarian
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Albert Schweitzer
statement:

makes

this

“I don’t know what your
destiny will be, but this I
know. The only ones among us
who will be truly happy are
those who have sought and
found how to serve.”
Ultimately, I believe our
purpose is to know the one who
created us and make Him known
to those around us. Whether that
be in the vocation we put our
hand to; the children we raise; the
projects; businesses or masterpieces we create; we were each
born with specific gifts and graces
to make the world a better place.
In closing, may I leave you with
the wise words of well-renowned
theologian C.S. Lewis:
“If we find ourselves with a
desire that nothing in this
world can satisfy, the most
probable explanation is that we
were made for another world.”
[END]
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Words of Wisdom
“When
you
take
control of your attitude,
you take control of your
life.”
Roy T. Bennett
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Not One of Us is Perfect, and
That’s Perfectly Ok
By Michael
Hannett
SPAG Journalist
One of the biggest misconceptions out there is that you
have to be perfect to become a
Christian, and that is not the case
at all. It is through Jesus that we
are growing towards perfection.
You see, if you were to gather
all the Christians in the world
together, and meet them, we
would meet people who, when
they received Jesus and became
born again, were liars, thieves,
alcoholics, adulterers, murderers,
drug addicts, and even dead-beat
parents. We would meet people
who made choices they regret,
that caused them to not be able to
look in the mirror. We would meet
people who were broken, and
through Jesus, made whole again.
There is not a single person
who is now a Christian that was
perfect when they met Him, and
nor are they perfect now. They
were all broken and hurting in
some way, but through His love
for them, He has made them new
and restored.
Jesus didn’t come to our world
to seek only perfect people. If He
had, he would have found no one.
He came to seek the lost and
broken, which is all of us to
varying degrees. He came to save
us and bring us home. He came
because His beloved children were
suffering and lost in the darkness,
and He could not stand by and let
that be.

to receive the salvation of Jesus
Christ. Come to Him with all your
broken pieces, so that in Him, you
will become whole; in Him, you
will find rest.
"For all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God."
Romans 3:23 [ESV]

“For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not
send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be
saved through him."
John 3:16-17 [ESV]

"For by grace you have been
saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may
boast."
Ephesians 2:8-9 [ESV]
"Come to me, all who labor
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me,
for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”
Matthew 11:28-30 [ESV]

"If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness."
1 John 1:9[ESV] [END]

So I encourage you, don’t think
ever think you have to be perfect
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Suffering
~ An Essential Part of Christian Calling and Discipleship ~
by Ziri
Dafranchi
SPAG Journalist

Suffering
is
common
to
humans, it is almost a natural and
integral part of our existence, but
it is also very unpleasant, painful
and at times shameful. Consequently, it is hard to comprehend
why our loving Elohim (God)
would allow for His children to
undergo suffering.
Human as well as biblical
history is littered with various
accounts of human suffering,
some which leave us wondering
why. Why, for instance did the
One who came to deliver a fallen
humanity (Yeshua the Messiah or
Jesus), have to "suffer outside the
city gate" in order to fulfil part of
His mission, which was the setting
apart or sanctification of those
who believe in Him (Hebrews
13:12).
Similarly:
"Christ also suffered once for
sins, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you [us]
to God."
1 Peter 3:18a [NIV]
Similar accounts of the righteous ie God's people, abound. The
Oxford English dictionary defines
suffering (noun) as:
the state of undergoing pain,
distress, or hardship

We thus can deduce that
suffering has a negative connotation. It isn't something anyone
would ordinarily aspire for,
rather, it is something almost
everyone would avoid, if given
the choice, yet as disciples of
Yeshua, suffering is actually a part
of our calling:
“Then Jesus said to His
disciples, “If anyone wishes to
follow Me [as My disciple], he
must deny himself [set aside
selfish interests], and take up
his cross [expressing a willingness to endure whatever may
come] and follow Me [believing
in Me, conforming to My
example in living and, if need
be, suffering or perhaps dying
because of faith in Me].”
Matthew 16:24 [AMP]
The cross here is symbolic of
suffering. It is then rather
confusing when some teach in
modern-day Christianity that
becoming a Christian, by being
born-again, would help a person
escape suffering. The above
statement by Yeshua proves this
teaching or assumption incorrect.
Why Do Christians Suffer?
There's
no
simple
or
comprehensive explanation for
why Christians suffer, however,
all suffering can be classified
under two broad categories:

It also defines to "suffer" (verb)

1. suffering that we bring upon
ourselves; and

1. to experience or be subjected to
(something bad or unpleasant);
2. be affected by or subject to (an
illness or ailment);
3. becme or appear worse in
quality.

2. suffering brought upon us as a
result of God’s divine plan.

as:
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1. Suffering we bring upon ourselves
The first category is pretty
straightforward and is usually due
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

to wilful ignorance or disobedience to God. Every sin has its
consequence, even those resulting
from ignorance.1 Sometimes, our
ignorance
is
due
to
our
unwillingness to learn, oftentimes
because we believe we know
better.
Wilful ignorance is deadly and
can be a good indication of the
absence of meekness in a person's
character. Meekness, a fruit of the
Spirit, is simply defined as being
teachable. We are true disciples
when we allow ourselves to be
teachable by the Holy Spirit:
“For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of
God.” Romans 8:14 [NLT]
If we are fully subjected to the
Spirit then we'll depend solely on
His leading in all things, all the
time,
including
how
we
understand the scripture or
specific divine instructions. We
don't simply assume we already
know, nor do we rely simply on
the understanding of other
humans.
The point here is that even
when we've heard from an
attested apostle of the Gospel, we
must still check with the Holy
Spirit our true Teacher, for
confirmation, as did the Bereans
with Paul:
“And the people of Berea
were more open-minded than
those in Thessalonica, and they
listened eagerly to Paul’s
message. They searched the
Scriptures day after day to see
if Paul and Silas were teaching
the truth.” Acts 17:11 [NLT]
Therefore, an effective way of
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escaping wilful ignorance, and its
deadly
consequences, is
to
consciously allow ourselves to be
led by the Spirit.
2. Suffering brought upon us as a
result of God’s divine plan
Some disobedience however, is
not due to ignorance. The second
category of suffering represents
the suffering we encounter not as
a result of our selfish choices but
as part of God’s divine plan to
help us discover and accomplish
our destinies.
This type of suffering is
symbolised by ‘the cross’ in the
aforementioned statement by
Yeshua. These have been allowed
by God for good reason, for
instance, we sometimes may
encounter hardship so we can be
made
humble,
patient,
or
enduring, amongst other benefits,
all of which we personally need
for the successful fulfilment of our
mission here.
At other times we are made to
suffer so we can be broken, so that
our Father can remould us into the
vessel He envisioned before
creating us. Perhaps you're
presently going through pain,
humiliation, frustration, ridicule,
hardship, or distress to the point
that you're beginning to wonder if
indeed you're a child of God.
Maybe, like Job, your situation
has left you isolated with former
friends now distant strangers,
tempting you to question God's
wisdom, or like Joseph you've
been betrayed by family or
Christian brethren and forgiveness
seems impossible from you, or
even like Yeshua it may seem like
the Father who sent you Has
abandoned you just when you
needed Him most.
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Count it all joy! Our Father
knows what He's doing. It's all for
good!
"And we know [with great
confidence] that God [who is
deeply concerned about us]
causes all things to work
together [as a plan] for good for
those who love God, to those
who are called according to His
plan and purpose."
Romans 8:28 [AMP]
Abraham's Story
Abraham believed in (trusted
in) God, and it was credited to his
account as righteousness , ie right
living and right standing with
God:

popular song in Christendom.
Abraham is a pivotal figure in
world history as well as religious
history. He is known as the man
with whom Elohim (God) made a
covenant (a pact). Interestingly,
Abraham's success story didn't
just happen - it came at a great
cost, involving a great deal of
suffering along the way. His story
reveals a lot about why God
allows us to suffer, thus
highlighting the hidden benefits
that accrue to suffering.

“And he [Abram] believed
in (trusted in, relied on,
remained steadfast to) the Lord,
and He counted it to him as
righteousness (right standing
with God).”
Genesis 15:6 [AMPC]
“For what does the Scripture
say? Abraham believed in
(trusted in) God, and it was
credited to his account as
righteousness (right living and
right standing with God).”
Romans 4:3 [AMPC]
Abraham is commonly known
as the "Father of Faith." He's also
widely referred to as "Father
Abraham" - perhaps because he
became father to many nations
(Israel being the most popular of
these). In this regard, there's even
a song which goes thus:

Job and his wife who goes out to care for him
in his time of illness and suffering.

"Father Abraham had many
sons. Many sons had Father
Abraham. I am one of them,
and so are you. So let us praise
the Lord."
Also, Abraham is synonymous
with
blessings:
"Abraham's
blessings are mine" is another very
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

The dogs came and licked Job’s sores.
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Abraham’s Journey of Faith
Abraham's beginning was a far
cry from his eventual end. Firstly,
he didn't start off as a man of faith
or even righteousness but, instead
acquired both through his journey.
It was through his journey of faith
he would become the Father of
Faith and also a righteous man.
When God called Abraham he
was a heathen born to a family of
idolaters in an idolatrous nation.
The call of Abraham is found in
Genesis 12. He was asked by God
to migrate from his country,
leaving his people and father's
family behind, and proceed to a
"land that I [God] will show you
[Abraham]". A very strange
instruction, isn't it?
So Abraham (then Abram)
began the journey into the
unknown, armed with nothing but
trust in the One Who had called
him.

Abraham and his family travelling
to the promised land

We know how painful it can
feel to be separated from family
and other loved ones, even for a
brief period, but in his case
Abraham was to leave his family
and homeland for good. Imagine
the distress this would cause.
Added to this was the misfortune
of childlessness: at age 75
Abraham had not a single child!
For
extra
and
youthful
company he had to ‘borrow’ Lot,
the son of his younger brother
Haran. Childless, Abraham would
soon become homeless as he
sojourned from country to country
in the hope of eventually arriving
at the place God assured He
would show him - the Promised
Land.

When the three visitors tell Abraham that Sarah
will bear him a son, she overhears and laughs.
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With no fixed address, he
pitched tent in different locations,
at the risk of attack by robbers or
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even death. He also exposed his
beautiful wife Sarah, to much
danger and even had to lie on a
particular occasion to save his life
due to fear that he might be killed
if he presented her as his wife (see
Genesis 20.)
The totality of what Abraham
went through is not known but
the portions recorded in scripture
paint an unusual and very
perplexing story. The degree of
suffering Abraham endured can
only be appreciated when we put
ourselves in his shoes and take the
time to reflect on the practicalities
of each ordeal. All of these he
endured in faith, not having
received the promise, but simply
because he believed God.
Abraham’s Faithfulness
Rewarded
Inarguably, Abraham must've
had some degree of faith to have
dared to obey God at the time of
his calling, and as his walk with
God progressed so did his faith
increase, eventually to the point it
was accounted for him as
righteousness. We now know that
walk wasn’t a bed of roses, but
through rugged, arid, dangerous
and demanding terrain. It was so
hard and difficult that God Had to
occasionally reassure Abraham of
His promises and presence (see
Genesis 15, 16 and 17.)
Eventually, though he had not
a single son of his own, his
promised son Isaac would have
sons, and Isaac’s sons would have
many sons. Abraham became
father not to one but to many
nations, just as God promised.
We ought to wonder why God
made Abraham's life as difficult as
it turned out. First, God gave him
no child for the entire period
before his calling (at 75 years old)
 Go to contents 
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even though he was married. Even
after he was called, God didn't
even confirm His calling upon
Abraham by giving him the one
thing he lacked and needed most a child. Instead, God made him
wait for an extra 25 years - even to
the point when it seemed that all
hope was lost.
God also made him go up and
down like a confused straggler in
lands far away from his homeland. Why didn't God name the
place where Abraham was to go
the moment He called him? That
would have definitely made it a
lot easier for Abraham, and it
wouldn’t have caused such
confusion and questioning. The
point here is that our calling isn't
without a cost, without a struggle
or suffering. It is through our
suffering we become who God
made us to be. Abraham was to be
a man of faith and father of
nations: he didn't start off as either
but became both through his
journey which entailed much
suffering.
Likewise, we are to expect to
undergo suffering naturally, as a
part of our individual journey
occasioned by our respective
calling if we are to ‘become’ and to
fulfil our mission here.
The good news is that whom
God calls, He also enables, such
that we could never encounter
anything for which we have not
been
already
equipped
to
overcome.
"No temptation [regardless
of its source] has overtaken or
enticed you that is not common
to human experience [nor is
any temptation unusual or
beyond human resistance]; but
God is faithful [to His word He is compassionate and
48

trustworthy], and He will not
let you be tempted beyond
your ability [to resist], but
along with the temptation He
[has in the past and is now and]
will [always] provide the way
out as well, so that you will be
able to endure it [without
yielding, and will overcome
temptation with joy]."
1 Corinthians 10:13 [AMP]
Joseph's Story
“As for you, you thought evil
against me, but God meant it
for good, to bring about that
many people should be kept
alive, as they are this day.
Genesis 50:20 [AMPC]
This was Joseph's message to
his brothers during their eventual
reunion after several years, who
out of hatred had sold him into
slavery instead of killing him as
they originally intended.
Joseph,
a
grandson
of
Abraham, is another very popular
figure in both human and biblical
history. He is commonly known as
the man who went "from prison to
president" because straight from
imprisonment he was made the
Prime Minister of Egypt, second in
authority only to the Pharaoh, a
lofty
position
most
people
wouldn't even dare dream about.
In the case of Joseph, he
actually had a vision in two
dreams (Genesis 37:5-10) which
interpreted implied that his
brothers (most of them his seniors)
as well as his father and mother
would bow before him. Sharing
this vision with his brothers was
actually what ‘broke the camel's
back’ so to speak, causing his
brothers to snap and plot to kill
him.
This vision aside, I wouldn't
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imagine that Joseph would've
expected that his dreams meant
that he would one day be
appointed to an exalted position in
Egypt,
the
then
global
superpower. Nonetheless, a ruler
in Egypt was to be his destiny. The
journey and process however, was
far from straightforward nor was
is without much pain and
suffering.
Joseph was an upright youth in
that he was obedient to his father,
but this did not spare him a life of
woe
and
suffering.
As
aforementioned, his ordeal began
in earnest after he received a
vision (from God) in his dreams.
Joseph’s Journey of Destiny
The man who would become
the Prime Minister of Egypt, left
home as a young lad, to run an
errand for his dad Jacob, but never
returned home again, ever. That
same day his brothers sold him to

Joseph rejects the advances of Potiphar’s wife

After Joseph becomes the ‘Prime Minister’ of
Egypt, he converses with his older brother Judah,
but doesn’t make his identify known to him.
 Go to contents 
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slave dealers, while they were out
shepherding their father's flock,
after he brought them food and
drinks as instructed by their father
Jacob. He eventually found
himself in Egypt as a slave in the
house of Potiphar, the captain of
the guards (Genesis 39:1.)
God’s anointing upon him
enabled Joseph to prosper even as
a slave to the point that Potiphar
noticed his household was blessed
because of Joseph. Consequently
Potiphar made Joseph the overseer
of his household (Genesis 39:2-6).
Let's not lose sight of the fact
that despite his prosperity, Joseph
was still a slave: he had lost his
true identity and
was now someone
else's property, and
so couldn't do as he
wished, but was
subject to another's
will and authority.
What
could be
more humiliating
and
exasperating
than this? What
could be more devastating for a
young lad than to be separated
from his family, forever? Imagine
the pain. Yet despite this, Joseph
remained faithful doing what he
had always done - being diligent.
To be diligent in times of adversity
is a true sign of faithfulness.

of rape (Genesis 39: 7-19.)
Imagine the wicked hypocrisy:
from being enslaved, Joseph was
cast into prison, presumably for
life. His bondage was now
doubled: a slave prisoner. The
enemy was doing his utmost to
destroy Joseph to oppose God's
plan for the latter.
Ironically, while the enemy was
pressing Joseph further down into
abyss, little did he know that he
was actually unwittingly helping
Joseph climb upwards towards
accomplishing God’s destiny for
him. The devil was helping Joseph
achieve what he had been bent on
destroying, howbeit unwittingly.
That's
how
God
works, He uses our
suffering to bring us
to our destiny.

“For I know the
plans and
thoughts that I
have for you,’
says the
Lord…”

While Joseph was suffering and
smiling, the enemy wasn't happy
at all. So he initiated another plan:
Potiphar's wife became filled with
lust for Joseph such that she
couldn't just help herself. She
lowered herself and engaged in
pursuing Joseph relentlessly - a
mistress submitting herself to her
slave. Joseph refused her blatant
offer - "lie with me," but
eventually she falsely accused him
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Joseph Fulfils
Destiny

His

In prison, through
his diligence, Joseph
continued to prosper
and as a result was
put in charge of all
the other prisoners (Genesis 39:
20- 23.) Although a prison is not a
good place to be, later looking
back, I would imagine that Joseph
was glad he was sent there.
While there he met Pharaoh's
butler who eventually introduced
him to Pharaoh, a connection vital
to his destiny. Joseph therefore
met his ‘destiny-helper’ at the
place of his suffering: in prison,
where he’d been placed due to a
miscarriage of justice. Interesting!
While there he began to
interpret dreams. It is my opinion
that although Joseph might have
been born with the gift to interpret
dreams, it was there in prison that
the gift began to truly manifest,
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perhaps because it was for such a
time as this he was given the gift.
This ability eventually led to
his release from prison and was
appointed as ‘president,’ after he
successfully interpreted Pharaoh's
dream which none of the
Pharaoh’s own wise-men had
been able to decipher. (See Genesis
40 and 41.)
Imagine if Joseph was never
sent to prison, or not that prison in
particular: this was a royal prison
which was used for servants of
Pharaoh and his officers. Joseph
was thrown there because he
worked for Potiphar.
So we can see that there's a
deliberate plan for every one of
our ordeals, and although it may
seem the devil is the one
orchestrating our suffering, the
truth is our Father remains in total
control and is able to sway the
devil's evil plans in ways which
would culminate in His (God's)
purpose being achieved.
Imagine if Joseph had never
been sold into slavery, or if he’d
been sold to anywhere but Egypt.
He was sold into slavery, and
specifically in Egypt, because the
Father allowed it, to achieve His
plan. So Joseph’s enslavement as
well as imprisonment, the two
pivotal
aspects
of
Joseph's
suffering, were part of God's plan
for him in order to attain the
destiny appointed for him.
It is instructive to note that as
Christians, we are special in every
way, as the Redeemed of God,
such that not even a hair grows
on our head without our Father
knowing. Before forming each of
us in our mother's womb, God
knew us and ordained a purpose
for us. He also has paved our
respective paths in life including
 Go to contents 
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the circumstances
encounter.

we

are

to

Perhaps like Joseph you've
found yourself in a type of prison
through no fault of yours. Our
Father has a plan, so we should
remain faithful.
Does it seem that your
detractors are have the upper
hand over you, frustrating your
every move? Father has a plan - be
still. Are you trapped in a sort of
net, such that you can't even make
any progress? Our Father brings
us ‘into the net’ but only so as to
propel us to our ‘wealthy place:’
“You have tested us, O God;
you have purified us like silver.
You captured us in your net and
laid the burden of slavery on our
backs. Then you put a leader over
us. We went through fire and
flood, but you brought us to a
place of great abundance.”
Psalm 66:10-12 [NLT]
Have faith in God. One thing is
certain, regardless of what life
may bring us, if we hold on in
faith we will definitely see the
glory of God manifested in and
through us.
“For I know the plans and
thoughts that I have for you,’
says the Lord , ‘plans for peace
and well-being and not for
disaster, to give you a future
and a hope."
Jeremiah 29:11 [AMP]
Job's Story
“And the Lord blessed the
latter days of Job more than his
beginning; for he had 14,000
sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 yoke
of oxen, and 1,000 female
donkeys.”
Job 42:12 [AMP]
At the end of his trial, Job was
blessed with twice of all the things
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he had lost in the process (see Job
1:3.) Before Job went from hero to
zero and from grace to grass, he
had this testimonial:
“There was a man in the
land of Uz whose name was
Job; and that man was
blameless and upright, and one
who
feared
God
[with
reverence] and abstained from
and turned away from evil
[because he honoured God].”
Job 1:1 [AMP]
One would wonder then why
and how a man with such an
excellent report would end up on
the streets, alone, destitute and
diseased. Financial mismanagement? Misfortune? Or could it be
Job wasn't exactly the person
people saw him as? Could he be
harbouring a dark secret?
To dispel any doubts about his
integrity, this is what the allseeing God had to say about Job:
“The Lord said to Satan,
“Have you considered and
reflected on My servant Job?
For there is none like him on
the earth, a blameless and
upright man, one who fears
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God [with reverence] and
abstains from and turns away
from evil [because he honors
God].” Job 1:8 [AMP]
Putting it succinctly, the
Creator of Heaven and Earth, God
Almighty, made a boast of Job.
Imagine that! God being proud of
a mere human. Did Job know how
proud God was of him? Do you
know if, like Job, God is similarly
proud of you, He’s possibly
making a boast of you to the same
Satan?
The consequence of God's
approval of Job was a severe
tribulation:
suffering.
Satan
challenged God to give him access
to Job, to sift him. Satan was sure
Job would lose his integrity in the
face of affliction. A deal was made
and the die was cast: Job the
unwitting victim (see Job 1: 9-12),
and the epic trial of Job began. It
was thus Job would epitomise
suffering: "I have suffered more
than Job" is a common saying
where am from, often used when a
person is going through hell. Even
so, whenever Job is mentioned, the
first thing that comes to mind is
suffering.
 Go to contents 
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Job’s Journey to Freedom
Job was just a human like you
and I but it so happens he also
loved God to the extent of fearing
Him reverently. However, like
most humans, he also entertained
other fears (Job 3: 25.) What
exactly this fear was about I
cannot say with certainty but it is
worth noting that fear renders its
victim vulnerable.
Fear is also a type of bondage
from which we must seek
freedom. Maybe Satan was aware
of this fear hence his challenge to
God about Job. Even so, isn't it
amazing that although God
would've also been aware of this
fear (whatever it is) yet he gave
Job
such
a
brilliant
recommendation?
God sees us as our ‘finished
selves’ and not who we currently
are. There's a journey on which
each of us must embark before we
can actualise our true selves. That
journey will take us through
suffering, and so it would be right
to suggest that God didn't allow
Job to be afflicted out of
punishment for having fear, but
rather so Job through the process
could be free. Put in another way,
Job didn't suffer because he was a

bad man but so he could become
better than he already was, a
person better than most of us
today.
In order to become better, and
to be free, Job was stripped of
everything he had. First he lost all
his children (7 sons and 3
daughters) as well as all his
livestock (7000 sheep, 3,000
camels, 500 oxen and 500 donkeys)
all in a single day! (See Job 1: 1319).
It’s easy to narrate the
misfortune of another person but
imagine if it was you. What have
you lost in life? Job lost his
children and wealth. What did he
do as a result? Job's response to
his calamity greatly attests to the
integrity God was boastful about:
“Then Job arose, and rent his
mantle, and shaved his head,
and fell down upon the
ground, and worshipped, And
said, Naked came I out of my
mother's womb, and naked
shall I return thither: the Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of
the Lord. In all this Job sinned
not,
nor
charged
God
foolishly.”
Job 1:20-22 [KJV]
A man who just lost everything
bowed down in worship to the
Sovereign God. Take that, Satan.
In your face! Eventually, Job also
lost his sound health, was
abandoned by his wife (who
advised him to ‘curse God and
die’), and was betrayed by his
trusted friends.

After Job’s terrible suffering, God restores
everything to him, even more than before
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In the end Job was homeless,
penniless, alone and abandoned.
At that point, being human, he
bemoaned the day he was born.
Do you blame him? He never lost
his respect for God, but instead
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

clung tighter to God declaring:
“Even though He kills me; I
will hope in Him. Nevertheless,
I will argue my ways to His
face.”
Job 13:15 [AMP]
Oh that we may have such faith
in God!
Job’s Reward for Steadfast
Integrity
Not long after Job hit rock
bottom, his restoration began. In
losing everything, he also lost that
fear which had secretly plagued
him, despite his prosperity.
Maybe there are things we need
to lose also so we can equally lose
other hidden things obstructing
our growth to perfection, to
becoming our true selves, the
person God created us to be.
By the time of his restoration
Job was made whole, with no
secret fears, and for all his loss, he
was given double.
May we realise that there's
something worth ‘more than
gold,’ more than wife, husband,
father,
mother,
children,
profession or career, job or
vocation, friends, fame and
fortune.
Loving
God
with
everything we are and have, is
that very thing that’s worth more
than gold.
If we love God we won't
disappoint Him. Job didn't, but
imagine if he had. Loving God
wholly will make us willingly
desire for His will alone to be
done in our lives. Part of God's
will for each of us is to become the
person He planned for us to be
and to fulfil the reasons He
brought us here for (see Jeremiah
1:5; 29:11.)
Part of God's will for us also is
to desire His Kingdom, starting
 Go to contents 
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from within us:
“But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto
you.”
Matthew 6:33 [KJV]
Yeshua's Story
“Who being the brightness of
His glory, and the express image
of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power,
when he had by himself purged
our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high.”
Hebrews 1:3 [KJV]
The Son of God, Yeshua (Jesus),
needs no introduction, both to us
who believe in Him and to the
others who don't. He is a well
known biblical and historical
personality.
Although
God
Himself, He became the express
image of the invisible God when
He was born in human flesh by
His own choice.

human-kind, and needless to say,
Yeshua's life wasn't one of luxury,
affluence or opulence.
Taking Up His Cross
“Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and
follow me.”
Matthew 16:24 [KJV]
Yeshua didn't simply give
instructions, He led by example.
Before requiring His disciples to
commit to a life of self-denial, He
had already denied Himself;
before asking them to take up
their crosses, He was already
carrying His; and before asking
them to follow Him, He was
already following the Father Who
sent Him (see John 4:34; 6:38 and
9:4).

Yeshua volunteered Himself a
willing sacrifice for the sins of
fallen humankind and thus had to
take on the form of a human. In
doing so, He rendered Himself
vulnerable in so many ways.
Surprisingly, the Son of God, King
of kings and Lord of lords, wasn't
born in a royal family or palace
but instead was born in a manger,
an open box from which cattle,
horses fed, because there was ‘no
room in the inn.” He was born to a
carpenter step or foster dad, a
poor artisan.

Although He could've had the
best of lives, a palatial mansion in
top cities in Israel from where He
would command His foot soldiers,
and an enviable fleet of chariots
drawn by the best breed of horses,
that would put Caesar’s fleet to
shame, he could have had a
retinue of Personal Assistants
(PAs),
aides,
body guards,
protocol staff, domestic servants
and the works - if He so chose.
Instead He lived as a commoner,
an average citizen going about His
business on foot (mostly), living as
a guest in lowly abodes, fasting
and praying (regularly), and
patiently
disciplining
His
followers.

His lowly birth circumstances
exposed the Messiah to great risk
from early childhood: the then
king, Herod, wanted the young
child dead fearing He was a threat
to his throne (Matthew 2: 1-8).
From thence life became an uphill
task for Him who came to save

He was even tempted by the
devil! I’ve oftentimes wondered
why our Father chose that Yeshua
should face the kind of life He
lived, one many of us would
rather avoid. Who wants to be
born to poor parents? Who wants
to be homeless? Who wouldn't
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Yeshua prays in the garden of Gethsemane

Yeshua is brought to Pontius Pilate by the
Jewish leaders

Yeshua is flogged

Pilate presents Yeshua to the people who
demand his death.
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want to own a car or a fleet of
cars? Who wouldn't want to be
served? What leader wouldn't
want an enviable crew of PAs,
aides, and other staffs?
To think that He came from
heaven where streets are layered
with gold makes it more mind
boggling when we try to
understand why Yeshua chose this
earthly
mission,
having
beforehand known what it would
entail. I wonder if even any angel
would've volunteered for this
mission.
Personally, it is for this reason I
pray that our Father will help me
carry my cross, whatever it entails,
with
a
smile
and
not
begrudgingly. I mean, if Yeshua
carried His own cross for my sake,
then how can I not do the same, in
His name?
Reflecting on the life of this
Servant-King, I realised that
Yeshua didn't choose the life He
was to live on earth, but rather He
simply submitted to that already
chosen for Him by the Father.
Interestingly, the same Father is
responsible for our birth and Has
also chosen particular lives for
each of us (see Jeremiah 1:5 and
29:11.) The biggest challenge for
us is to submit to Father, as
Yeshua did, and humbly live the
life He has chosen for us.
On the other hand, the biggest
temptation we face is being able to
shun what the world presents to
us, even as the devil did to
Yeshua, but we must remember
that Yeshua endured all of His
ordeals including rejection by His
own people. He lived an average
existence though He never lacked,
was deserted by His disciples at
the time of His arrest and
eventually suffered crucifixion,
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shame and humiliation, and a
painful and agonising death on
the cross.

deny him, he also will deny us."
2 Timothy 2:11-12 [KJV]

He did this not for His sake,
but ours. He did it for me and you,
so what wouldn’t we do for Him
in return? I mean, what could be
too much for Him to require of us?
If Yeshua suffered for us, can we
escape suffering, or should we
despise suffering if in suffering we
suffer for His sake or in His name?

“And after you have suffered a
little while, the God of all grace
[Who imparts all blessing and
favor], Who has called you to His
[own] eternal glory in Christ Jesus,
will Himself complete and make
you what you ought to be,
establish
and
ground
you
securely, and strengthen, and
settle you.”
1 Peter 5:10 [AMPC]

"It is a faithful saying: For if we
be dead with him, we shall also
live with him: If we suffer, we
shall also reign with him: if we
~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

Concluding Reflection

Suffering is without a doubt a
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sensitive and very delicate subject,
and it can also be controversial.
While some see suffering as
beneficial, others disagree, though
everyone agrees that suffering is
painful and distressing.
Suffering
also
presents
something of a paradox: it is as
undesirable as it is a necessity. We
all need to experience suffering, in
one form or another, if we are to
become better humans. For
followers of The Way (now known
as Christians), suffering is simply
inevitable, simply because The
Way (or what is now Christianity)
is the way of the Cross.
Yeshua, who paved the way for
us to find The Way, made this
very clear:
“And he said to them all, If
any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow me.”
Luke 9:23 [KJV]
The cross, which symbolises
suffering, is part of our spiritual
paraphernalia, and it’s part of
what makes us true disciples.

Many times we try to avoid
suffering or, having been forced to
encounter it, to quickly escape
from it. We may fast and pray so
as to be delivered from a
particular
situation
without
bothering to know our Father's
will about it. We may need a new
job right now after a redundancy,
for instance, or we may run helter
skelter, from one expert to
another, in search of a child after
years of marriage. We may even
begin to regard ourselves as
failures for not being married after
a certain age and may even
wonder if we're cursed or jinxed.
We may have tried everything but
yet have only a low or average
income and can't even afford a car,
and so think that we're not
blessed. Few people would want
to find themselves in these and
other more stressful situations, but
these are situations which could
produce extraordinary testimonies
of the power of Elohim, if we are
able to endure till the end.

When we truly appreciate the
role of suffering in our walk with
God, we will be thankful rather
than ungrateful for it. One thing
we can learn here is that suffering
is allowed by our Father in
heaven, as was the case with
Abraham, Joseph, Job and Yeshua.
They all suffered as part of God's
plan.

When we realise and accept
that there's a deliberate plan for
our ‘hard places,’ then our attitude
will change for the better and with
that, the possibility of actualising
the underlying purpose for the
suffering. It is worth reiterating
that the suffering we're talking
about is the one brought upon us
as a result of the divine plan and
not those consequential to our
wrongful choices and living.

Another thing we can learn
here is that God allows us to suffer
for our own good because it is
usually through the process that
we grow spiritually, emotionally
and so on. Consequently, our
perspective on suffering should
therefore be changed to align with
how God sees it.

In conclusion, reflecting on this
subject of suffering, I soon came to
realise that oftentimes the biggest
pressure comes from the society in
which
we
live.
Societal
expectations often drive our
aspirations, and so we strive to
attain so we can belong, even if it
means abandoning our cross.
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We may aim to be ‘successful,’
based on societal definition, and
so we choose the life we want
even if it isn't the one chosen for
us by God. This can occur because
we've made life on earth our
primary focus, hence the Bible
warns us:
“For to be carnally minded
is death; but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. So then
they that are in the flesh cannot
please God.”
Romans 8:6-8 [KJV]
An effective way to escape
this earthly trap is to acquire a
heavenly-vision, to understand
that this world, and all it offers,
is temporal. The real world is
yet to come, and it is eternal.
Let us endeavour to aim our
lives towards this goal, and yes
we can, if we trust and obey
and carry our cross as Yeshua
instructed,
God’s
reward
awaits us. Amen. [END]
---------------------------Notes:
1. ignorance of the law isn't a valid
excuse to exonerate a person from the
associated penalty;
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Russell the Chicken
Teaching Students about Social Justice for $10
by Russell Modlin
Press Service
International
There is a Sasso chicken named
Russell running around the heart
of Kenya. Russell will help the
community by reproducing to
help grow a chicken farm. He will
protect the other chickens that are
a food source to the population of
the village.
I have a chicken named after
me.
I wanted to teach my students
about social justice.
My teaching partner and I have
struggled to a certain extent with
teaching Grade 12 Religion and
Ethics students about social
justice.
We have centred many of our
discussions around Jesus’ words:
“I tell all of you with
certainty, since you did it for
one of the least important of
these brothers of mine, you did
it for me,” Matthew chapter 25
verse 40 [ISV]
A couple of weeks ago I
implored them to live a generous
life. Shane Willard said in relation
to this that, “You see the face of
God when you do something kind
and generous for someone who
can do nothing in return. This
connects you to God. This shows
you the heart of God.”
Lecture after lecture, statistic
after statistic, YouTube clip after
YouTube clip, playing inspireational songs, blasting them with
inspirational quotes had us
thinking
our
students
had
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‘compassion fatigue.’ The many
blank faces staring at us week by
week confirmed this.
In a ‘light bulb’ moment a few
years ago we needed a challenge
for our students… and it grew
from there.
The $10 Challenge
The
simple:

guidelines

are

pretty

$10 to change the world.
Here is a seed of $10.
Your task is to use this $10 to
change the world.
You can choose to multiply it
before you use it.
All we ask in return is a written
reflection on what you did with it
so we can show it was used
appropriately.
You have 4 weeks to complete this
task.
They were handed a sealed
envelope and were told not to
open it until we told them to. The
$10 and the guidelines were sealed
in the envelope. The students
opened the envelope and we sat
down, observed and relaxed.
Stunned silence.
Nervous shuffling in seats.
Confused looks.

switched off. Students opened
their laptops and continued doing
what students do when they open
their laptops. Students wanted to
know
whether
they
could
positively or negatively change
the world.
“Can I keep it?”
“So, I can put this on the
pokies?”
“Can I just give it to someone?”
“How much for a six pack these
days?”
“What do you mean ‘used
appropriately’?”
“How
much
cupcakes?”

to

bake

“Will my reflection be marked?
How much am I supposed to
write?”
“Can we buy a chicken for a
third world village?”

Smiles.

“This won’t change the world.”

Excitement.

And this is all I heard.

‘Crunchy’ eyebrows.
Students began conversations.
Students stood up and spoke in
front of their peers. They began to
form “syndicates” to try and pool
their resources. Students began to
work out how much they could
add to their money. Students
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Results
We had students buy chickens
and goats to change a village.
We had students raise money
for World Vision.
We had a student buy sanitary
products for teenage girls in South
Sudan.
 Go to contents 
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to the world? Breaking stereotypes in a selfish western nature.
I learned the world is an
incredible place if someone is
passionate about an idea and is
willing to make it work no matter
what.
We had a student give to
Diabetes Australia - his brother
had just been diagnosed.
We had students collect to stop
sex trafficking of young girls
through Destiny Rescue.
We had a student buy a packet
of bait, drive over to pick up a
mate who had been going through
a rough time, and took him
fishing.
We had students bake and sell.
They used the money to buy a
trolley full of groceries for a family
in need.
We had a student buy a cap
from Rio’s Legacy and has now
signed up to be an advocate.
Student Comments
You don’t need a lot of money
to give. You could change
someone else’s world with a
dollar, it’s just a thought and a
caring heart that counts, a desire
that goes far beyond just satisfying
yourself.
This challenge made me reflect
on how for future budgeting,
charity should be something I
could consider. Instead of buying
that coffee for myself, that money
could go into someone else’s
needs that are far greater than my
own.
Imagine if everyone had put $5$10 aside every month that
would’ve probably just been
wasted on fast food or wasteful
things anyway, and contributed it

56

It does not require an
assignment to do a small act that
can have a big impact on someone.
It’s easy to get caught up in your
own life and become desensitised
to those who struggle around you.
I am inspired to carry out more
selfless acts like this without
instruction on my own accord.
Can $10 change the world?
Absolutely! I used my money to
help others far less fortunate than
me and unable to thank me, but I
don’t need thanks. I felt great
about helping these communities
and bringing hope to people who
face much greater challenges. I
enjoyed spending my money and
getting nothing in return but a
genuine feeling of helping my
fellow man. “After all, the
measure of a man’s greatness is
not the number of servants he has,
but the number of people he
serves.” John Hagee.

Great ideas for Christmas!
How about giving a gorgeous silvery
bookmark as a gift, just newly added to
our store! See two examples below:

Or choose from a range of unique and
lovely earrings. See samples below:

We have a huge range of keyrings
too, eg for quilting queens, or the sewing
or gardening fanatics, to dog and cat
lovers, even medical keyrings for nurses,
doctors and dentists, right through to
keyrings for nerds! And these are made
tough with wound wire and can be hang
around the handle of schoolbags,
handbags or just on the hook.
There are around 200 different items
available to buy.

What would you do with $10 to
change the world? [END]
---------------------Biography:
Russell Modlin teaches English and
Physical Education at a Christian School on
the Sunshine Coast. He is married to Belinda
and they have three children.
Russell Modlin’s archive of previous
article can be found at www.press
serviceinternational.org/russell-modlin.html
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Purchasing these hand-made items
from our online store will help us to pay
our ongoing costs which presently come
out of our Editor’s pocket.
Head on over to our online store, and
check-out the growing range of handmade and even quirky gifts:
link: www.spagmag.com/shop/
 Go to contents 
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What Makes Christmas Special for You?
by Vaneetha
Rendall Risner
What makes Christmas special
for you? I’m ashamed to admit it,
but often what differentiates
Christmas from other times of the
year is outwardly preparing for
the season. Preparing the right
food. Buying everyone gifts.
Sending out all the cards. Getting
the house ready.
And beyond the preparations, I
am more focused on having fun
and making memories than
anything else. Nine years ago, the
first Christmas after my husband
left, I was dreading the holidays.
We used to be a happy family of
four, opening gifts and laughing
on Christmas morning. That year,
the girls and I opened our gifts in
silence. We neglected most of our
traditions. I just wanted to get
through the day. In my mind,
there was nothing to celebrate. All
I could see was loss.
In the years that followed, I
learned that when I let loss
become the focus, that’s all I see. I
now have a wonderful new
husband
and
a beautifully
expanded family, but there are
always losses. I can do less and
less at Christmas. I used to love
shopping, making handmade
gifts,
baking
cookies
and
wrapping presents with beautyfully decorated bows. None of that
is part of my Christmas anymore.
Now, my favorite part of
Christmas decorating is putting
out the nativity scene. I carefully
unwrap each piece and put it in its
place, making sure every single
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figure is facing Jesus. This year, as
I make the last little lamb look at
Jesus, I am overwhelmed. Do I
look at Jesus that way? Is my
attention fixed on him? Is Christ
the center of Christmas for me?
Too often at Christmas, my
eyes are on other things. Besides
what’s missing at Christmas, my
eyes are often on other people.
Have they appreciated what I’ve
done? Do they notice what I need?
Do I have to spend time with them
if they’re difficult for me?
Christmas is often a time when we
are with extended family, and
people we naturally wouldn’t
spend time are at our gatherings.
What do we do? Do we gravitate
towards the people we feel
comfortable with or do we engage
with those we feel awkward
talking to?
And even more than that, do
we keep a record of wrongs,
remembering past grievances that
we keep rehearsing? Perhaps
looking at Jesus means letting go
of past hurts. Not dwelling on
feeling overlooked. Seeing people
as Christ would have us see them.
Perhaps intentionally overlooking
offenses can offered to God in
worship.

The song goes on to say, “let go
my soul and trust in him. The
waves and wind still know his
name.”
The waves and wind still know
his name. I am reminded of Peter,
who jumped out of the boat and
walked on the water, oblivious to
the howling wind around him.
But when he took his eyes off
the Lord, seeing the force of the
wind and the waves, he began to
sink. The voices around him and
the voices inside him were
shouting for his attention, and
Peter listened to them instead of
Christ. I’ve done that before. I’ve
listened to myself in self-pity. I’ve
evaluated my circumstances and
felt overwhelmed. I’ve doubted
God and focused on my fears.
When our eyes are on Jesus, it
is well. When our eyes are on
Jesus, we shift our perspective.
When our eyes are on Jesus, we
see what we have. We aren’t
preoccupied with what we’ve lost.
We can rest in him.

Looking at Jesus can also mean
not letting my circumstances
dictate my attitude. The words to
the Bethel song, “Through it all,
through it all, my eyes are on you;
through it all, through it all, it is
well,” keep running through my
head. When I keep my eyes on
Jesus, it is well, regardless of
what’s happening around me.
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I keep reminding myself to look
at Jesus. Look at Jesus when I feel
overwhelmed. Look at Jesus when
I feel sorry for myself. Look at
Jesus when I feel irritated. Look at
Jesus when I feel overlooked. Look
at Jesus when I feel taken for
granted. Look at Jesus when I
don’t have time to do another
thing.
The shepherds and wise men
looked at Jesus. They dropped
everything for the invitation to
come and worship the newborn
King.
Do I drop everything to come
and worship Christ? Do I look at
Jesus or do I look around at the
things I have to do? Do I feel I will
have time for worship later?
Look at Jesus. The invitation is
for now. I’m looking at the
nativity scene again. I know that
all these figures weren’t there the
night Christ was born, but
somehow their placement together
helps me see that this scene
transcends space and time. As I
look at the characters, each has a
different story. Some were rich
and others poor. Some were wise,
and others were simple. Some
were important, and others were
ordinary. What did they have in
common? They all had celestial

signs pointing them to Jesus. They
all came as soon as possible to
visit the Christ child. And most
importantly, they all had their
eyes on Jesus. And they
worshipped.
I am asking myself, what do I
need to take my eyes from to put
them on Jesus?
When my eyes are on Jesus, I
worship. And that worship
transforms me. That’s the heart of
Christmas, isn’t it? It’s not about
presents or cards or decorations or
even family or giving or making
memories. The heart of Christmas
is worship.
When I worship, I stop thinking
about myself. I am not focused on
how others have wronged me. I
am not looking for perfect
circumstances. I am not stressed
about all I have left to do. When I
worship, my attention is riveted
on Christ.
This Christmas join me in
taking time to focus on Jesus. Be
still before him in worship. Let
Christ be the center of our
celebration.

O come let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

[END]

--------------

Karakum Desert,
Turkmenistan

Darvaza gas crater1

The Darvaza gas crater which is
also called “Gates of Hell” or “Door to
Hell,” is a natural phenomena that
was created accidentally.
Engineers
originally
thought
they’d find oil in the area in 1971 and
after setting up a rig, the earth
beneath collapsed into a deep crater
and buried the equipment in a natural
underground gas pocket.
The resulting crater is 30m deep
and 69m wide and covers an area
around 5,350m2.
To protect people living nearby
from being asphyxiated by escaping
gases, authorities at the time, set fire
to it, expecting it to burn out in a
couple of weeks. Almost fifty years
later, the fire is still burning, and has
now become a genuine and popular
tourist attraction. [END]

Biography:
Vaneetha Risner writes and speaks
about finding joy in the midst of suffering.
She and her husband Joel live in Raleigh,
North Carolina, USA. Vaneetha blogs at
www.danceintherain.com and is the
author of the book “The Scars that have
Shaped Me: How God Meets Us in
Suffering.”
-----------------------Bibliography:
Vaneetha Rendall Risner, 17 December
2018, Dance in the Rain: What Makes Christmas
Special for You?, available: https://www.
vaneetha.com/blog/2018/12/17/what-makeschristmas-special-for-you, accessed 20/08/19
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Darvaza gas crater2
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Puzzle Page

The Common and the Uncommon
Can you figure out all of these three puzzles without using the internet? Alternately, grab a group of friends, or make up
teams within a youth group, Bible study or social group and race each other on your mobile phones or internet devices and
see who can find the most correct answers within a set period of time, say half an hour.
The uncommon winner or winning team is the one with the most points. Ready, set, go!

Puzzle 1:
Do you know the answer to these peculiar plurals?

Five points for each correct answer

1. What is the word for individual
3. Which of the following is NOT a
5. Which of these is the correct name
strands of spaghetti?
group of cats or kittens?
for a group of ducks?
(a) spaghetto;
(a) clowder;
(a) gaggle;
(b) spaghettii;
(b) litter;
(b) paddling;
(c) spaghettine; or
(c) playfulness; or
(c) swim; or
(d) spaghetta
(d) kindle
(d) drift
2. Which group of creatures is
4. Which of these is the name for a
6. Which is the correct plural for a
called a ‘kine?’
group of crocodiles?
group of people that pass you by?
(a) cockatoos;
(a) a float;
(a) passerbys;
(b) camels;
(b) a crôupe;
(b) passersby;
(c) clams; or
(c) a crowd; or
(c) passerbies; or
(d) cows
(d) a danger
(d) passbys
30 points: genius! 25 points: fantastic! 20 points: great! 10-15 points: not too bad! 0-5 points: better luck next time

Puzzle 2:
The following are the names of baby animals, but what kind of animal? There are a couple of easier ones, but most are quite
difficult. Are you up to the challenge?
1. cygnet

4. shoat
2 point

2. pinky
3 points
3. puffling
3 points
65-80 points: genius!

7.
3 points
5. wriggler
8.
4 points
6. leptocephalus
9.
5 points
45-64 points: fantastic!

puggle

10. leveret
13. parr
16. shoat
5 points
5 points
5 points
5 points
squeaker
11. polliwog
14. eyas
17. spat
5 points
5 points
5 points
5 points
keet
12. pluteus
15. cria
18. zoea
5 points
5 points
5 points
5 points
25-44 points: great! 15-24 points: not too bad! 0-14 points: better luck next time

* By the way, did you know that a baby porcupine is known as a porcupette? *

Puzzle 3:
Can you guess the original date in which the following word or term arose in the English language?
Five points for each correct answer
1. O.M.G.
3.
(a) 1917;
(a)
(b) 1947;
(b)
(c) 1977;
(c)
(d) 2007
(d)
2. Dude
4.
(a) 1833;
(a)
(b) 1883;
(b)
(c) 1933;
(c)
(d) 1983
(d)
55-70 points: genius!

Hubby
5. Little black dress 7. Punk
9. Nerd
11. Quark
13. Cyberspace
900s;
(a) 1831;
(a) 1300s;
(a) 1650;
(a) 1944;
(a) 1962;
1300s;
(b) 1881;
(b) 1500s;
(b) 1750;
(b) 1964;
(b) 1972;
1600s;
(c) 1931;
(c) 1700s;
(c) 1850;
(c) 1984;
(c) 1982;
1900s
(d) 1981
(d) 1900s
(d) 1950
(d) 2004
(d) 1992
LOL
6. Trick Out
8. Unfriend
10. Yahoo
12. Utopia
14. Catch-22
1940s;
(a) 700s;
(a) 600s;
(a) 1626;
(a) 1516;
(a) 1801;
1960s;
(b) 1100s;
(b) 800s;
(b) 1726;
(b) 1676;
(b) 1861;
1980s;
(c) 1500s;
(c) 1000s;
(c) 1826;
(c) 1836;
(c) 1901;
2000s
(d) 1900s
(d) 1200s
(d) 1926
(d) 1996
(d) 1961
40-50 points: fantastic! 25-35 points: great! 10-20 points: not too bad! 0-5 points: better luck next time
Answer on page 61
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Kristie’s Kitchen

LOW-CARB RECIPES
Easy recipes for one or two people, with regular
supermarket ingredients. All recipes have been
tried and tested, right in Kristie’s Kitchen!

SNACK/ENTRÉE: serves 2

DRINK: serves 2

Keto Sushi

Avocado & Mango Smoothie

Ingredients:

Ingredients:

6 pieces of short-cut bacon
1-2 lebanese cucumbers
⅓ carrot
12 snow peas
2 large dollops of low carb mayonnaise or sour cream
Olive oil, butter or lard for cooking

½ to ⅔ cup of fresh or frozen mango
sweetener equivalent to 2 tbsp of sugar
6 tbsp lemon juice
2 ripe avocados
2 cups icy-cold water

Instructions:

Peel the avocado and remove the seed, then cut into
chunks.

Trim the bacon if necessary, then drop a tablespoon or
two of oil into a frying pan and place the bacon in to fry.
While the bacon is cooking, wash all of vegetables and
blot dry with paper towels.
Julienne the cucumber and carrot into pieces around 56cm in length.
Once the bacon is cooked, blot with a paper towel to
remove excess oil, then wrap around the vegetables and
skewer with a toothpick. Serve with the mayonnaise or
sour cream.
Alternative: add a cooked and shelled prawn to each.

60

Instructions:

Remove the peel and seed from the mango (if fresh) and
cut into chunks. If frozen, allow the mango to defrost a
little, and cut up into chunks.
Place all of the ingredients into a large blender and blend
for around thirty seconds, or until all of the ingredients
have been thoroughly blended through.
Divide between your two favourite glasses and top with
a sprig of mint, a sprinkle of shredded coconut or an
umbrella if you’re feeling in a holiday mood.
This drink is delicious and very filling.
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Next quarter’s issue:

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Puzzle page:
No name, undated, Dictionary.com: 8 Words That Are Older Than You Think, available: http://www.dictionary.com/slideshows/olderthan-you-think#omg, accessed 04/04/17
No name, undated, Dictionary.com: Discover nine novel English neologisms now, available: http://www.dictionary.com/slideshows/
novel-neologisms#nerd, accessed 04/04/17
No name, undated, Dictionary.com: Double your fun with these irregular plurals!, available: http://www.dictionary.com/slideshows/
irregular-plurals#spaghetti, accessed 04/04/17
McLendon, Russell, 15 July 2018, MNN: 59 endearing names for baby animals, available: https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/animals/
blogs/names-baby-animals, accessed 24/10/19
No name, undated, Wikipedia: list of animal names, available: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_animal_names, accessed 24/10/19
Other:
[VOICE] The Voice Bible Copyright © 2012 Thomas Nelson, Inc. The Voice™ translation © 2012 Ecclesia Bible Society All rights reserved.

Did you work out what the item is
in the close-up image on the left,
from the “What is it?” puzzle on
page 23? If you guessed that it’s a
close-up of raw kidney, then you
are right! Nice work!

PUZZLE PAGE ANSWERS - from page 59
Puzzle 1:
1. (a) spaghetto;
2. (d) cows;
3. (c) playfulness;
4. (a) float;
5. (b) paddling;
6. (b) passersby
Puzzle 2:
1. cygnet - swan;
2. pinky - mouse
3. puffling - puffin
4. shoat - pig or wild
boar;
5. wriggler mosquito;
6. leptocephalus eel;
7. puggle - echidna;
8. squeaker - dove or
pigeon;
9. keet - guineafowl;
10. leveret -hare;
11. polliwog - frog or
tadpole that hasn’t
grown its legs;
12. pluteus - sea
urchin;
13. parr - salmon;
14. eyas - falcon or
hawk still in the nest;
15. cria - llama or
alpaca;
16. shoat - a recently
weaned pig;
17. spat - an oyster or
any kind of similar
shellfish;
18. zoea - crab.

Puzzle 3
1. (a) 1917 - O.M.G.: originally O.M.G. stood for “Oh! My God!” as it usually does today. British Admiral John Arbuthnot Fisher wrote O.M.G. in a
letter to Winston Churchill, and possibly concerned that Churchill wouldn’t be familiar with the term, spelled the words in full in brackets after it.
2. (b) 1883 - dude: originating in New York City in the late 1800s, ‘dude’ first referred to male fops who were “tight-trousered, brief-coated, eyeglassed, fancy-vested, sharp-toes shod,” and eventually led to the term to ‘dude up’ which meant to dress in one’s fanciest or more stylish outfits.
Women were known as dudines.
3. (c) 1600s - hubby: the earliest recorded reference to the use of the word ‘hubby’ is from “The London Cuckolds,” a play by Edward Ravenscroft
from the 1680s. The term ‘wifey’ appeared around a century later and can be found in one of Robert Burns’ poems.
4. (b) 1960s - LOL: while LOL may seem to be a more recent phenomenon, the acronym emerged around 50 years ago and first meant ‘little old
lady,’ during the 1960s in the USA.
5. (b) 1881 - little black dress: women of today may be surprised to learn that the ‘little black dress’ has been around much longer than the 1980s,
and was first heard in the late 1880s in Henry James’ “The Portrait of a Lady.”
6. (c) 1500s - trick out: in modern times, the phrase ‘trick out’ refers to over the top accessorising but way back in the 1500s, the verb ‘trick’ was
paired with the words ‘off,’ ‘new,’ or ‘up,’ and meant embellishing something for the sole purpose of seeking attention.
7. (b) 1500s - punk: we may believe that the term ‘punk’ emerged in the 1970s while in fact it was used fifty years earlier and had a distinctly
different meaning. In the 1920s, it referred to an amateurish young person, and yet the term ‘punk’ was heard even earlier than that and again had
an entirely different meaning. Jumping back just over four centuries ago to the late 1500s, the work ‘punk’ referred to a prostitute, so if you’ve
ever jokingly called someone a punk, you may have unknowingly insulted that person even more than you thought.
8. (d) 1200s - unfriend: people under the age of sixty believe that the word ‘unfriend,’ was created especially for social media, and while I hate to
have to burst your bubble, ‘unfriend’ emerged sometime in the 1200s where the term referred to one’s enemy.
9. (d) 1950 - nerd: the word ‘nerd’ gained huge popularity in the 1980s and has remained a prominent slang term up to the present time, usually
referring to an awkward, but intelligent and even obsessive person. In fact, we have Dr Seuss to thank for that term which was first known as the
name of a small creature in his 1950s book “If I Ran the Zoo,” who resided in “the land of Ka-Troo.”
10. (b) 1726 - yahoo: for the first use of the word ‘yahoo,’ we have to travel back in time to 1726 for the publication of Jonathan Swift’s famous
book, “Gulliver’s Travels.” In Swift’s book, the ‘yahoo’ were a thuggish group of people who were governed by a race of intelligent horses known
as the ‘Houyhnhnm.’
11. (a) 1964 - quark: in more modern times, the term ‘quark’ is connected with neutrons, protons or something along those lines, and frankly that’s
mostly what everyday non-scientific or is that ‘non-nerd’ people needs to know. Quark has retained much of its meaning since 1964, when
physicist Murray Gell-Man named the tiny particle of an atom a ‘quark’ from a word he came across in James Joyce's book “Finnegan's Wake.” In
the novel, a ‘quark’ referred to the cry of a seagull.
12. (a) 1516 - utopia: the word ‘utopia’ has been in use for quite awhile, and most of us would imagine that it emerged in the 20th century when in
fact it came out in the 16th century. In 1516, Sir Thomas More wrote a rather light-hearted and slightly mocking book called ‘Utopia’ which was
an island where a perfect society lived. More came up with the terminology from the Greek word ‘topos’ which means ‘place.’
13. (c) 1982 - cyberspace: cyberspace is certainly a more modern word having only emerged in 1982 in a short story by William Gibson. The
science fiction author merged the words ‘cybernetics’ and ‘space’ together.
14. (d) 1961 - catch-22: another more modern terminology is ‘catch-22’ and usually means a situation in that no matter which way you turn, none
of the possible outcomes is good. This emerged in 1961 as the title of Joseph Heller’s novel where the characters were caught up by an moronic
military law in a ludicrous and dangerous situation.

Disclaimer
SPAG Magazine, it’s staff and volunteers do not profit from promoting Christian organisations which form a part of our regular articles and promotions. This may include Voice of the Martyrs, Open Doors, Samaritan’s Purse (most usually Operation
Christmas Child), Christian Today (Australia), and Diduno (Australia). The cartoons we share are presently paid for by SPAG Magazine’s Editor, Vicki Nunn as we have insufficient funds to cover their cost. We occasionally share articles about Christian and
humanitarian organisations, churches and/or denominations and their work, and our purpose in doing so is to provide information and insights to our readers, and to encourage them to particularly pray for these ministries, many of which provide assistance to
those in need. If they should so desire, our readers may choose to financially support them. Any person and/or organisation that pays to promote or advertise their business through SPAG Magazine, will be identified as a ‘Paid Sponsor.’
SPAG Magazine, it’s staff and volunteers are as yet unpaid for their hard work, skills and contributions, although we hope that in the near future we will obtain sufficient financial support through which we can ensure our costs are met and our people are
recompensed for their valuable work.
Any promotions, articles and information shared through SPAG Magazine, may not necessarily reflect exactly the individual beliefs and convictions of our staff members and volunteers, nor of our readers. We understand that an article may cause concern or
possibly even offence to some Christian readers, but that is not our intention. Our purpose is to inspire, challenge, and encourage Christian adults in their walk, and to honour and exalt God. If a reader has feedback of any kind, we would be happy to receive it.
Just as we will pray for guidance and wisdom should it prove a contentious topic with a reader, we ask that our reader will do the same.
While we make an attempt to ensure that the organisations that we promote are legitimate, SPAG Magazine, it’s staff and volunteers are not responsible for any organisation, individual or group that we promote whose intentions may be to deliberately
provide false or misleading information with the aim of perhaps profiting by such deception, or for reasons unknown to us. If an individual or group who reads SPAG Magazine wishes to financially support a person or organisation, that is shared in SPAG
Magazine, we encourage our readers to pray for and research the organisation themselves, and if uncertain, to desist from providing any financial or other support to the individual or organisation.
Our policy when it comes to advertising, articles, promotions and other items provided through SPAG Magazine, is that any organisation or person who submits a request to sponsor or promote a business, organisation or event etc in SPAG Magazine or
submits an article, photo or anything else for consideration, does so on the understanding and agreement that neither their business, their products, article or any type of promotion will conflict with our Bible-based Christian ethics and convictions nor shall it
cause offence to Christians regarding their beliefs. Additionally, the contributor accepts all legal and other responsibilities for their submission for publication, should their contribution not belong to them or is not correctly attributed. If a reader, an individual
or organisation believes that an article, a photo or other item shared in SPAG Magazine is in breach of copyright etc, we urge the concerned party to contact us as soon as possible.
Copyright © 2015-2019: the content of our website and this publication are the exclusive property of SPAG Magazine or of the individuals and/or organisations about whom we share articles or promotions. Please contact us if you would like to use an article
or item from SPAG Magazine, or contribute an article or other item for consideration.

61

~ Issue 19 Dec 2019 - Feb 2020 ~

 Go to contents 

61

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
News Snippets

62

Australian scene: galahs
a tree
photo
~ Issuein
19 Dec
2019 -- Feb
2020 ~ by Vicki Buchanan

62

