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Tantalising Trivia
For those who believe in bad luck, they might think that Mary Bergere
was one of the unluckiest human beings on the planet, but I beg to differ.
Mary gained the nickname, “Calamity Mary” after being kicked by a
cow, scratched by a wildcat, bitten by a dog, and thrown from a horse.
Subsequently, Mary survived a Kansas cyclone, a Mississippi flood, a
Florida hurricane, a California earthquake, as well as a 91.4m fall from an
airplane. To top it all off, she also survived thirteen car accidents in
which each of the cars were completely destroyed.
Mary survived each incident without a single serious injury!
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“You may fear that the Lord has
passed you by, but it is not so: He
who counts the stars, and calls
them by their names, is in no
danger of forgetting His own
children.
He knows your case as
thoroughly as if you were the only
creature He ever made, or the only
saint He ever loved.
Approach Him and be at peace.”
Charles Spurgeon
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Editor’s Letter, SPAG Team and Contact Details

SPAG Magazine Staff and Contact Details
Vicki Nunn: Editor, Journalist, layout planner & graphic artist
Joseph Kolapudi: Journalist
Liz Gill: Journalist
Michael Hannett: Journalist

Welcome to another great issue of SPAG Mag.

Ziri Dafranchie: Journalist

It’s our 4th birthday and time for a competition!
Please accept my apologies for the delay in getting the latest issue
published. Due to a major operation for me in late May and then a major
operation on my computer after that (it went to computer hospital for two
weeks), I was unable to complete this issue on time. I appreciate those who
kept me in their prayers. Thank you!
We have some birthday giveaways beginning 21 June! During the
coming weeks, I’ll be adding new items to our online store including bookmarks and lots of great keyrings e.g., ones for medical personnel, teachers,
one for nerds, and lots more! Of course there will be various Christian ones
too. Every purchase before 1 November 2019, from our new range of
keyrings, will receive an extra charm for free! All purchases from our online
store or donations during this competition, will go into the draw for a
mystery prize valued at $501. Note that due to tax, costs, and other
complications with overseas purchases, we cannot offer this competition or
purchases of physical items outside of Australia at this time. The
competition ends 31 October 2019. Costs include both postage and GST.
Hey, and it’s an easy way you can help support this growing ministry.

Kristie: Chef
Lou: SPAG Counsellor (anonymous)
Mail: PO Box 9772, Frenchville, Qld 4701, Australia
Email: spagmag@yahoo.com.au
Phone: (+61) 042 44 33 772 OR (+61) 07 4961 1202
Web address: www.spagmag.com
SPAG (Single Person Approved by God) is a free quarterly, online
magazine for Christians adults, with a focus on singles. While it is based
in Australia, it is an international, inter-denominational publication. Our
threefold aims are:



to honour and exalt God;
to encourage, challenge and inspire all Christian believers, with
articles suitable for all Christian adults; and
to provide Christian singles, Church leaders, married couples and
Christian counsellors with some insight into the problems and needs
of singles who can sometimes feel overlooked or even unwanted in
their church or Christian community.

Other great news! Joining us as the newest team member of SPAG
Magazine is Ziri Dafranchi, who kindly allowed us to share articles in
earlier issues of SPAG Magazine. Ziri has written the feature article in this
issue: “Slavery: Better Today than in the Past?” This is quite an eye opener and
Ziri shares with us the disturbing trends of slavery both in the past and at
present, and begins on page 10. Welcome aboard Ziri!



I’d like to send out a big thank you to Colin whose donation helped
towards paying our annual post office box fee of $130. Thanks Colin! If you
and ten friends donated $25, that would completely cover the recent costs
to save our computer ($275.) Thankfully the cost was much less than it
might have been!

Feel free to write to us via our email: spagmag@yahoo.com.au.
Please title your email with the relevant section of SPAG or address it to
the Editor. You may feel compelled to respond to an article, or you may
like to submit an article* or photo* of your own for consideration.
Perhaps you have a question or personal struggle you’d like Lou,
SPAG's Counsellor to respond to.

We have some articles in this issue about some radical groups who
wish to force their ideology onto western society. Jonathon van Maren
shares “Liberals are Destroying Society… and Anyone that Disagrees with Them”
on page 40, and sharing a related topic is Bill Muehlenberg on page 37 with
“Transtopia: You WILL Deny Reality, or Face the Consequences.” The
philosophies and beliefs of these groups are beginning to cause serious
harm to our society and our upcoming generations.
We need to be praying earnestly for where our countries and cultures
are headed. On that note, may I encourage you to pray for Australian
Rugby star and Christian, Israel Falou who has been found guilty of a high
level breach of the Rugby Australia code of conduct, after he shared Bible
verses online on his personal account about who will go to hell. His
comments upset a few people. Other Christian players on his team support
Folau. This situation is another indication of what is happening in our
society. We must be vigilant prayer supporters for everyone who stands up
for their faith, or it might be me or you next in line.
We’ll endeavour to keep you up-to-date on some of the happenings and
events that may impact on Christians and our freedom. Your prayers are
vitally important both for the success of this ministry, and to enable us to
continue raising our voices for God and to support and encourage our
brothers and sisters. Your prayers are appreciated - thank you.
Kind regards
Vicki Nunn,
SPAG Editor
1. For the prize-draw to proceed, a minimum of ten separate purchases by buyers must have been made through our
online store between 21 June and 31 October 2019. Each purchase will have equal chances in the draw, ie purchase 2
items, and gain 2 entries into the prize-draw. The winner will be selected at random by an independent person.
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SUBMISSIONS:

Please note that any item or photo for publication must be your own
original work and not copied from elsewhere.*
ADVERTISING:
If you would like to promote your business or major Christian
activity in SPAG, please contact the Editor, Vicki Nunn on email:
spagmag@yahoo.com.au or phone (+61) 042 44 33 772. Information about
advertising costs can be found on our website (link here)
Community or non-profit groups are advertised free, though we
cannot guarantee that there will always be sufficient space to do so.
-----------------------------------------* By submitting your letter, item, photo or article for inclusion in SPAG, you personally accept all legal
responsibility for your submission, and acknowledge that you have not extracted nor copied written or
photographic or other material from elsewhere that does not belong to you or whose copyright is owned by
another. You hereby accept all legal responsibility and exempt SPAG and anyone associated with this
magazine from any and all legal consequences and responsibilities. By submitting your letter, item or article
you are giving your complete approval for SPAG Magazine and anyone associated with it, to freely use it in
SPAG Magazine or on our website, agreeing that use of said item will be without charge and that you waive
all financial compensations for said item. SPAG agrees not to share your personal details or your contribution
with any other organisation or person not associated with it.

Singles: we understand that you may feel invisible, overlooked or even
unwanted in the church. Be assured that your needs, concerns and
problems are real. You are not alone, but are part of a vast family of
brothers and sisters. God sees you and your struggles: He knows you
and He loves you. The articles here are written to encourage, challenge
and inspire you, whether single or married.
~ Please feel free to share SPAG Magazine with others.~

~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

3

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
Letters to Lou

Letter 1 – How do I know it's God?
Hey Lou
I'm 17 and people keep on telling me that when I have
to make an important decision that I should talk it over
with God, and I do that. But how can I know what his
answer is? How can you tell when it's God saying
something, or it's just your own head telling you to do
something? How can we know for sure about when God
is showing us something?
I see others my own age and nobody talks about this
stuff and I feel like I'm probably the only one who gets so
confused and don't know what's from God. I feel
embarrassed to talk to my friends about it, because I
don't want to look stupid.
I feel really shy and I can't get enough courage to talk
to my minister and should I say something to our youth
leader? Who should I talk to and what should I say?
Austin
Greetings Austin,
What a privilege to have a young man wanting to
know more of God and wanting to know God’s
leading and guidance in life.
A couple of quick answers and then some
guidelines: please talk your thoughts over with
your minister, and I am confident he will be able to
give you ongoing guidance. Part of his training and
study is to give spiritual guidance to people under
his care.
Don’t worry about what your friends think or do.
You don’t know what is happening in their lives
anymore than they know what is happening in
yours. It would appear your comment comes from a
personal perception and not from reality, so change
your focus - the teenage years are sometimes the
hardest because you are afraid of being different
from those in your sphere of influence.
The principles I use for guidance from God are
threefold:
1. God will never lead you in way which is contrary
to the Scriptures. Get into your Bible and let the
Word of God fill your life.
2. Share your dream or thoughts with your minister.
Let him know what is happening in your heart
and soul and receive affirmation before moving in
a new direction.
3. You will know some mature Christians, so go to
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one you respect and let them know your thoughts
and dreams. Get their affirmation and encouragement.
One of the guiding principles after the previous steps
have been taken is to make sure that I have a peace in
my heart that this is where God wants me to be.
I encourage people to have a mentor in their life. If
you don’t have one, pray that God would bring a
mentor into your life.
God bless you on your spiritual journey.
Lou

Letter 2 – Afraid for the future
Dear Lou
Sometimes I'm really afraid about the future. I have seen
other people in my family and church who go through some
hard trials and I know that I could not cope with what they
did.
I'm so worried that I'm going to fail and I can't shake my
fears about what might happen. People keep saying stuff like,
"God won't put you through anything you can't handle."
But that's bull, cause I've seen other Christians go through
terrible things and I don't know how they keep going
sometimes.
What if God wants me to go through a really bad trial and
I just mess it up, and all of the worst things that can happen
come up again and again in my mind, and I feel like I'm
going to be a failure, like I'm going to let God down because
I can't seem to trust him about this.
I'm even worrying about getting married one day and
then maybe we'll get a divorce like my parents did. I feel like
I'm stuck and I can't go forward because this is always
pulling me down. How do I let go of this and just trust God?
Caleb
Dear Caleb
I have a saying I often use and it says, “If ifs and buts
were candy and nuts we’d all have a very merry
Christmas.” Caleb, it is time to stop looking at others
and take a long hard look at yourself. You are
focussing on all the wrong things.
God always promises that He will never send us
anywhere that He will not go before us. Accept that.
You don’t know what lies before you in your life
because you are not there yet. When you do God will
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give you the grace and ability to be able to cope with
whatever comes your way.
Think through what you said about getting
married. If you apply that concept to every decision
you make in life, then you’re going to be reluctant to
make any decision.
When the time comes to make a major decision
in your life, that is the time to work through what it
means to you. You are trying to cross the bridges in
your life, way before you ever come to them.
My advice would be to get more into the Word
of God and get to know your Lord in a deeper way
and through this you will learn to trust God more.
Regards
Lou

Letter 3 – I want to help my friend
Hi,
Lou, one of my best friends is talking about sleeping
with her boyfriend. She's a Christian too and we're both
20, but her boyfriend isn't a Christian. I think he's been
pressuring her to have sex.
She says things like, "I'm old enough to make my
own decision, and sex is perfectly natural," so she can't
understand why God should have a problem with it.
I think she's making the wrong decision, but I don't
know what to say. I don't want to betray our friendship
and tell any of our church leaders about it, and if I do and
she gets into trouble, she'll know I said something.
What should I do? I'm really worried that she's going
to make a choice that will hurt her later, and I don't want
to say something that will hurt our friendship.
As her friend, I feel like it's my responsibility to help
her to stay clear of danger and stuff that is sinful. Should I
use the Bible to help her, and what should I say? What if I
lose her friendship?
Hannah
Dear Hannah,
You are talking about an issue that is prevalent
in our society. People do not understand the
responsibility of building a healthy relationship.
Sadly, we are not very successful at explaining
why God says that we should not have sex before
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marriage. We are often told in church circles – “don’t
do it” but very rarely are we ever told why we should
not do it.
You have a friend coming to you and telling you
what she is planning. My assumption is that she is
trying to convince herself, even though she has
massive doubts.
As a result, she is coming to you, so you have a
great opportunity to tell her why you would not have
sex before marriage. She is asking you as a friend, so
let her know what you think she should do, and don’t
let her down.
I would suggest putting this question to her:
“Why would you want to have sex with your
boyfriend?” If her answer was that he was putting
pressure on her – that is not a good enough reason. If
she doesn’t provide a good response, this would be a
good time to ask if he’s putting pressure on her.
If she is afraid she might lose her boyfriend if she
doesn’t have sex with him, she has already lost him
and having sex won’t change anything, but instead
will leave her feeling that she’s been used.
This is a prime time for you to step up and be a
real friend to her. Help guide her through a confusing
time in her life and as a result, you’ll find an enriched
friendship. Don’t miss this once in a lifetime opportunity.
Maybe this would be a good question that you
could raise in a church group you are in: “Why did
God say that we’re not to have sex before marriage?”
Your friend is coming to you for help. Here’s the
chance to make it count.
Kind regards
Lou

Words of Wisdom
“All of your days have already been written in God’s
book. When you go through a disappointment, don’t
stop on that page. Stay the course. Keep believing. You
may be tired, discouraged and frustrated, but don’t give
up on your future. Our God is faithful. Everything
broken can be repaired ...whatever is lost can be found
...anything stolen can be replaced ...As our God will
show you His love to heal every hurt and calm every
storm in your life. Broken things can become blessed
things if you let God do the mending.” Unknown author
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Samaritan’s Purse - Operation Christmas Child 2019: Seeing with New Eyes

Operation Christmas Child 2019

Seeing with New Eyes
In Togo, West Africa, children who
are blind are experiencing the love of
Christ through Operation Christmas
Child and The Greatest Journey
In many parts of Togo to be born
blind is to be born cursed. Families
and communities super-stitiously fear
the disability.
Annani, who is visually impaired
rather than totally blind, was
nevertheless rejected by his father and
scorned by teachers and classmates.
In the latter case, he was shamed
because
he
couldn’t
see
the
blackboard in the classroom of his
village school.
“You can’t see. What can you do?”
Annani recalls his teachers telling
him.
The Village of Light School for the
Blind took him in several years ago
and, since coming there, Annani has
succeeded academ-ically and even
discovered a love for geometry.
“People think that because the
children are blind they don’t have the
capacity to learn or be educated,” said
Raoul
N’souglo,
the
school’s
principal.
“They don’t understand that a
blind boy is just like any other boy

but with his eyes not working.”
Even more important for students
than success in school, though, is
knowing God loves them. We praise
the Lord that blind and visually
impaired students at Village of Light
were recently blessed as they received
Operation Christmas Child shoebox
gifts.

Josephine said her favourite gifts
were a doll, a cup, and a bag of plastic
building toys.

Annani found a tennis ball, a
mechanical pencil, and a soccer ball in
his shobox. He also got an invitation
to The Greatest Journey classes, a 12lesson discipleship course for shoebox
recipients.
Annani
came
to
understand the Gospel through the
Bible study.

“When I found the doll in the
shoebox, it gave me a lot joy,” she
said.

“I realised that I am a sinner and
that Jesus Christ came and died for
my sins. I accepted Him into my life,”
Annani said.

“It means a lot to me that, though I
am visually blind, I know that I am
made in God’s image,” she said.

Raoul
says
that
Operation
Christmas Child is so powerful for
these students because it reminds
them that people around the world
care for them and that God does, too.
Cynthia Hamelo, a national leader
with Operation Christmas Child in
Togo, said students were ecstatic to
open their gift boxes.
“The children were so happy

Annani reads from his braille textbook during morning classes at the village
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despite the fact
that they couldn’t
see the things,” she said. “They
touched the gifts and said, ‘What is
this?’ and ‘What is that?’ They
jumped for joy. They felt loved.”

And as she joined The Greatest
Journey classes, what she learned
about God also filled her with joy especially learning that God created
her in His image.

“Through The Greatest Journey I
learned about Jesus. That he took our
sins. That he died on the Cross for our
sins. When I finished the Greatest
Journey classes I received Jesus.
He is the one who is filling us
every morning and every evening.”
-----------------Bibliography:
No name, 8 January 2019, Samaritan’s Purse: Seeing
with New Eyes, available: www.samaritanspurse.org/
article/seeing-with-new-eyes/, accessed 27/04/19

Josephine enjoys the special gifts she received during shoebox distribution in Togo
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False Doctrine is Always a Challenge
by Ron Ross
Press Service
International

members who know the Bible and
endorse right and wrong doctrine.
It is a tragedy when ignorance of
biblical truth allows false theology
to pass without question.

Throughout history there have
been devastating consequences to
false doctrine. In the 1930s there
was a ‘Nazi form Christianity.’
Church schools were closed and
an ‘anti-Semitic attitude’ was
imposed. Heroes like Dietrich
Bonhoeffer emerged, and his
courage is honoured to this day.

Islam

Numerous cult leaders conned
their
followers:
Jim
Jones,
November 18, 1978 led more than
900 men, women and children to
their deaths in what became
known as the Jonestown Massacre.
The clear warning came when
Jones proclaimed himself to be the
messiah of the Peoples Temple.

Admittedly
most
of
the
illustrations he offered came from
Roman Catholic sources, but they
were to say the least, disturbing
and demand loud resounding
protest.

Years ago, Dr. J. I Packer wrote
a short article “The Gospel - Its
Content and Communication.” He
said:
“Sooner or later, the biblical
Gospel, in which God the
Creator appears in judgment
and mercy reconciling the
world to Himself, will itself be
relativized
and
thereby
distorted
through
being
assimilated to man’s prior
interests. The world will write
the agenda rather than God’s.”1
Years ago, Youth With a
Mission leader Floyd McClung
wrote:
“There is no perfect church.
People can look at our church
and find as many faults as we
can find in theirs.”
and that is so true, but every
church needs a squad of diligent
7

During a recent holiday season
Giulo Meotti, Cultural Editor for Il
Foglia offered a provocative
question:
“Why are so many Christian
leaders silent as obvious
distortions to the faith are
taking place?”2

Consider these illustrations:
In July 2017 a verse from the
Koran was read from the altar.
(That in itself should set alarm
bells ringing!)
“A priest in the south of
Italy enraged parishioners by
dressing the Virgin Mary in a
Muslim burqa for his church's
Christmas Nativity scene.”
Meotti pointed out Pope
Francis initiated the embrace of
Islamic theology when he was ‘the
first to allow the reading of
Islamic prayers and Koran
readings from the Vatican.’
The ‘luke-warming’ of genuine
Christian theology goes further
and the Italian writer shocks when
he reports:
“Church of England Bishop
Harries suggested that Prince
Charles's coronation service
should be opened with a Koran
reading. In the US, more than
~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

50 churches, including the
Washington National Cathedral, hold Koran readings.”
These facts are stunning. I am
astounded we have not heard of
congregations calling for biblical
honesty. Church members should
be up in arms!
Doctrine
I can understand recent
developments in China. The
Communist Party is pushing the
Church to promote socialism. That
attack is to be expected. However
when the error comes from within,
hackles rise.
No preacher or church leader
should be threatened when asked
to explain the word they preach.
We are all accountable before the
Lord and when teaching, we are
accountable to each other.
I like what the Dictionary of
Bible Themes says about ‘doctrine’
describing it as:
“The body of teachings of the
Christian faith concerning its
central beliefs. Doctrine is
grounded in Scripture and aims to
7

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
Samaritan’s Purse - Operation Christmas Child 2019: Seeing with New Eyes

maintain
the
integrity
of
Christianity by distinguishing it
from non-Christian beliefs.”
And there is the vital,
inevitable key: Bible teaching is
not compatible with the ways of
the world. It confronts.

Certainly Jesus is the answer
but airy fairy solutions could put
many innocents in danger. As
Christians we are called to walk in
wisdom but showing His love to
‘widows and orphans’ is a
priority.

There is a stern warning for
those who seek to influence
biblical truth.

There is an excellent quote
attributed to Christian singersongwriter Rich Mullins:

“Not many should become
teachers, my brothers, because you
know that we will receive a greater
judgment.” James chapter 3,
verse 1 [LEB]

“We
were
given
the
Scriptures to humble us into
realizing that God is right, and
the rest of us are just guessing.”

I am not sure we have all
embraced that promise with ‘fear
and trembling.’

"See to it that no one makes a
prey of you by philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the
elemental spirits of the universe,
and not according to Christ."
Colossians chapter 2, verse 8

St. Paul warns:

The Apostle Paul wrote to his
friend Timothy:
“For there will be a time when
they will not put up with sound
teaching, but in accordance with
their own desires, they will
accumulate
for
themselves
teachers, because they have an
insatiable curiosity and they will
turn away from the hearing of the
truth, but will turn to myths.” 2
Timothy chapter 4, verses 3 and
4 [LEB]
Paul warned the time would
come when people preferred to
have their ears tickled rather than
embrace biblical truth.
There are numerous challenges
facing Christians today: same-sex
marriage and abortion are high on
the list; we are instructed to love
everyone without question. We
also have a call to lead them into a
vibrant faith in Jesus. To witness
for Christ we must show them His
difference. Social responsibility is
a huge issue. How do we reach
out to refugees and yet apply the
appropriate wisdom to curtail
terrorism?
8

[RSV]

I have always needed close
Christian friends who I trust and
consult on doctrine and biblical
interpretation. Of course the Holy
Spirit is our ever-present guide
and the source of truth and
wisdom.
False preaching and false
doctrine will always replace Jesus
with something else as the
essential focus and that right
there, is the clear stop sign. [END]
------------------

Ron Ross previous articles may be
viewed at www.pressserviceinternational.
org/ron-ross.html
------------------------Bibliography:
Ross, Ron, 19/09/18, Christian Today: False
Doctrine is Always a Challenge, available:
www.christiantoday.com.au/news/falsedoctrine-is-always-a-challenge.html, accessed
25/09/18
[LEB] Lexham English Bible (LEB) 2012 by
Logos Bible Software. Lexham is a registered
trademark of Logos Bible Software
[RSV] Revised Standard Version - Revised
Standard Version of the Bible, copyright ©
1946, 1952, and 1971 the Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Nutty Names
Did your parents saddle you with
a dreadful name? If so, you may
feel a little better after checking out
these monikers. Yes, the following
are real names of real people,
extracted from birth records,
voting rolls and more:
Cheerful Hyacinth Apple
Zerubabel Blunt
Oddy Carbona
Philomena Deer
Frieda Egg
Beatrice Flunder
Tom N Gerry
Mrs Eldris Idol
Dallas Utah Lamastus

Notes:

Lun-Ye McGee

1.

Serving the People of God, J. I Packer,
Paternoster Press;

Vera Necessary

2.

“Christian Clergy Welcomes Islam in
Church, Then Bows to It,’ Giulo Meotti,
gatestoneinstitute.org - Jan 4, 2017
-------------------------

Biography:
Ron Ross is a Middle East consultant
for United Christian Broadcasters (Vision
FM). Previously he was radio news editor
for Bridges for Peace in Jerusalem, Israel.
His career started at WINTV.
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Goldus M Parsley
Marily Schmitt Plankers
Neva Rains
Odolfus Stamps
--------------Bibliography:
Dickson, Paul, 17 December 1998, What's in a
Name? Reflections of an Irrepressible Name
Collector, Publisher: Merriam-Webster Incorporated, Springfield, Massachusetts, ISBN 10:
0877796130
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~ Define Beautiful ~
by Liz Gill
SPAG Journalist
The other day I was out
camping with some friends from
Church – always a great way to
spend a weekend
. I woke up
before my tent buddy and decided
to have some quality quiet time
with God in a nice little spot
overlooking the lake.
As I was sitting there, enjoying
the view, the serenity, and the
chance to connect with God more
than I have in a while, I thought
how perfect it would be if some
beautiful butterfly or bird would
just come and join me in that spot.
The only creatures I had seen
all morning were some flies
buzzing nearby. I asked God if he
could send something beautiful
for me to look at instead of those
flies. Immediately, I felt God point
out to me that those flies were
beautiful.
I felt a bit like a school kid
being reprimanded by the teacher.
Just like that student, I didn’t want
to consider that I might be wrong.
I thought, “No God, flies are
disgusting.”
Again, I felt an immediate
prompting to look closer. As one
of the flies buzzed closer and the
sun broke out from behind the
clouds, I noticed the metallic
sheen on the body of the fly. It
actually was quite pretty!
All my life I’ve been judging
those pesky flies as being dirty
little creatures (which, yes, they
9

really are) but suddenly I noticed
for the first time that God had
even made them beautiful – in
their own unusual way.
I was reminded of the verse
that says:
“He has made everything
beautiful in its time.”
Ecclesiastes 3:11a [NKJV]
God has put beauty in places
we would never think to look. He
has made those pesky little insects,
and the weeds that invade our
gardens, beautiful.
Maybe, if we aren’t seeing
anything beautiful around us, we
actually need to stop and look a
little closer.
Sometimes
the
unpleasant
things are also beautiful. Maybe
not altogether beautiful as we
understand beauty, but in their
own way and in their own time.

appreciate the real, flawed beauty
that surrounds us every day.
Whether it be in nature, in
circumstances, or in people, there
is beauty all around us. It might be
only a little bit but, I promise you,
it is there.
Today, I dare you to look
closer.
Stop and smell the roses, or
watch the flies, or listen to the
breeze.
Appreciate the smile the barista
gave you when they handed you
your coffee. Enjoy the laughter of
the kids on the swing. Notice how
that challenge you are facing right
now is teaching you so much, or
simply be grateful for indoor
plumbing!
Find that little bit of beauty that
is around you today. [END]

I guess it depends how we
define beautiful.
In our culture we are used to a
certain kind of beauty - mostly, an
airbrushed kind of beauty.
Someone,
somewhere,
has
removed all perceived flaws and
presented us with an image which
we are told is real beauty.
This has become so common
that we don’t even think about it
anymore.
Most of us are so used to this
particular kind of beauty that we
no longer see other kinds of
beautiful.
Our minds have been saturated
with artificial, perfect beauty to
the point that we can fail to
~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

[NKJV] New King James Version Scripture taken
from the New King James Version®. Copyright
© 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
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Slavery: Better Today than in the Past?
by Ziri Dafranchi
SPAG Journalist
Background
The practice of slavery predates
the more familiar and historic
Transatlantic Slavery - which
spanned five centuries from the
fifteenth to the nineteenth, having
existed in prehistoric times.
Although it’s not on record
when exactly this practice of
owning human beings as legal
properties started, slavery is
known to have existed during the
period of the very first human
civilisations, in Africa and Asia,
notably in Mesopotamia, on the
banks of Egypt’s Nile River, in the
Indus River valley, and along
China’s Yangtze and Yellow
Rivers.
From then on the practice
would became common and
acceptable in human society,
although variable in condition
from culture to culture. Slavery
existed in most parts of the ancient
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world and was common in Africa
before her latter contact with
Europeans during the fifteenth
century.
A significant difference, compared to the slavery (Transatlantic) which ensued after this
contact, was that the practice was
relatively humane. Those enslaved
were not treated as chattel slaves
as was the case with transatlantic
slavery, they were not considered
legal properties of their owners
nor were they sold as commercial
commodities.
The original practice in Africa
accorded slaves certain rights
similar to indentured servitude in
other parts of the world.
Slavery was also common in
ancient Rome and Greece with
prisoners of war, criminals and
debtors constituting the bulk of
enslaved persons.
The practice in Africa was
similar to that in Europe during
the earlier contact between the
two regions.
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Slavery was also practiced in
the Americas among the local
people long before the arrival of
Europeans, following the late
fifteenth
century
accidental
landing of Christopher Columbus
on the continent. Again, the
practice prior to the European
arrival was more humane as in
Africa and even Europe.
The Bible also accounts for the
practice of slavery, in both the Old
and New Testaments, before and
after Israel became a nation. The
Hebrew people, descendants of
Abraham through Isaac and Jacob,
would later become enslaved in
Egypt where they were initially
welcomed as refugees.
They would also eventually
enslave other people after they
became a nation, usually prisoners
of war. The practice in this case
was also very similar to indentured servitude and not chattel
slavery.
The right conduct of the
practice, including how right to
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treat
enslaved
persons,
is
provided for in specific guidelines
contained in certain scriptural
texts
(e.g.
Exodus
21,
Deuteronomy 15, Leviticus 25).
Israel’s history accounts for
various conquests, at different
historical
periods,
by
their
neighbours, resulting in enslavement of the Hebrew people.
Slavery, therefore, is an integral
part of ancient history having been
prevalent in the ancient world.
However, no previous account of
slavery comes remotely close to
transatlantic slavery because of the
brutality of the latter. This is why
oftentimes references to historical
slavery often relates to the
Transatlantic Slavery.
It significantly changed the
practice and perception of slavery
subsequently becoming its historical face.
Transatlantic slavery was as
evil as it was inhuman. It brought
into force chattel slavery and the
treatment of humans as mere
commodities traded for profits
and to be used as their owners
pleased.
It’s magnitude and impact
remain unrivalled. It’s impossible
to place an accurate figure on the
human toll which could run in the
tens of millions, or more, with
uncounted
deaths
occurring
during procurement, transportation, and actual slavery.
The level of inhumanity
associated with this kind of
slavery is also unparalleled.
Attesting to its ignominy is that it
had the extended impact of being
the beginning of radicalisation and
racism, which perhaps is the
single biggest social problem in
the world today.
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So although abolished several
centuries ago, its toll of destruction continues to mount even up to
today in the twenty-first century.
The slave trade was abolished
by the British in 1807, who also
outlawed slavery as a practice in
1833.
Following the end of the
American Civil War (April 1861 April 1865), slavery was also
officially abolished in the US in
1865.
From thence, slavery became
illegal globally - illegal but not
eradicated. The practice has
continued till today, howbeit,
clandestinely in most cases.
How Did the Abolition of
Slavery Begin?
The abolition of slavery in the
nineteenth century led to the
formation of the Anti-Slavery
International in 1839, a UK based
human rights charity who work to
“eliminate all forms of slavery and
slavery like practices throughout
the world,” as stated on its
website (www.antislavery.org). It
also led to the declaration that 2
~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

December be the International
Day for the Abolition of Slavery,
an annual global commemoration.
While we continue to laud the
efforts of the abolitionists and
celebrate the outlawing of slavery
in the past, we seem to have been
fooled into believing slavery is still
a thing of the past. Sadly, slavery
still exists among us and is rife in
some particular modern societies.
Before
exploring
modern
slavery it is worth highlighting
how abolition was achieved, for a
more accurate historical narrative
as well as possible lessons that
might be learnt, which could be
useful in current efforts that are
being made to combat the modern
practice.
Abolishing slavery didn’t come
easy, nor was freedom simply
given to the oppressed by those
who legally owned and abused
them as commodities. The unjust
treatment of the victims of transatlantic slavery has somewhat
been perpetuated in history, due
to incomplete or inaccurate renditions which deny some of them
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their well deserved recognition for
the roles played in abolitionism.
Ironically, those who originated
the fight against slavery are
relatively unknown and rarely
mentioned in popular history.
William
Wilberforce
for
instance, is celebrated as an antislavery champion in British
history, which is true to an extent.
However, a more accurate and
complete account reveals more.
Interestingly, it was a little
group of Christians who first
challenged the practice of slavery.
The Quakers and Slavery
The story started sometime in
1688 when a group comprised of
four German settlers from Germantown, near Philadelphia, in
the then newly founded American
colony of Pennsylvania, issued a
protest against slavery.
These four men were members
of The Religious Society of
Friends, commonly known as
Quakers, and were themselves
slave owners. Although they had
benefited from slavery, they later
realised it was wrong, and
although they still stood to gain
more for keeping slaves, they
nonetheless
denounced
the
practice.
They put aside personal and
selfish interest in obedience to
inner conviction, a quality we can
each emulate today, especially
Christians and the Church.
This simple action by a few,
although initially seemingly overlooked, subsequently led the
Quakers, as an organisation, to
denounce slavery in the American
colonies and Europe as far back as
1688.
Significantly, the Quakers not
only denounced the practice, but
13

also spearheaded a century long
international
and
ecumenical
campaign against slavery.
This laid the foundation for the
anti-slavery sentiments which
took a firmer hold during the
1740s and 50s in both the colonies
and Britain.
The abolitionist movement in
Britain was pioneered by an
informal group of six Quakers in
1783 when the organisation’s
yearly meeting presented a
petition against the slave trade to
the British Parliament, signed by
over three hundred members.
The Quakers then decided to
form a small, committed, nondenominational group for broader
support and participation: thus
the Society for Effecting the
Abolition of the Slave Trade was
formed in 1787, by twelve men
gathered together in a London
printing shop.
The Sons of Africa
Another major contribution,
often ignored and relatively
untold, came from some freed
former slaves who came together
to form The Sons of Africa.

against the practice. The Sons of
Africa would subsequently be
allied with the newly founded
aforementioned society formed by
Quakers.
These were the true and
unsung heroes of the abolitionist
movement, because it was their
relentless actions that persuaded
politicians in Britain, such as
Wilberforce, to support their
cause, leading to the abolition of
first the trade and later the
practice.

This group was formed in
Britain in the eighteenth century
by former African slaves, notable
among whom were Olaudah
Equiano and Ottobah Cugoano.

Once slavery was abolished in
Britain it was only a matter of time
before the same would be
achieved in the Americas, partly
as a result of the efforts of the
British authorities.

Both men narrated their
personal experiences of slavery in
books
which
were
widely
publicized. They spoke at public
lectures, and also petitioned the
British parliament on issues
related to slavery.

In the Americas, particularly
the US, former slaves also played
significant roles in the abolition:
they publicly spoke against and
protested against the practice as
well as helped rescue other slaves
using the Underground Railroad.

Activities by the group helped
to create more awareness about
the brutality associated with transatlantic slavery as well as
galvanising the British public

Harriet Tubman, Sojourner
Truth, Solomon Northup, and
William Still are notable examples
of anti-slavery activists associated
with the Underground Railroad.
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Another inspirational abolitionist was Robert Smalls. He was
born into slavery in Beaufort,
South Carolina, but freed himself,
his crew, and their families during
the American Civil War by
commandeering a Confederate
transport ship, CSS Planter, in
Charleston Harbor, on May 13,
1862, and successfully sailing to
freedom in the Union-controlled
enclave in Beaufort, Port Royal,
Hilton Head area. This year marks
180 years since his birth into
slavery.
His bravery and persuasion
helped convince President Abraham Lincoln to accept AfricanAmerican soldiers into the Union
Army.
Smalls was later elected to the
United States House of Representatives after the war.
Instructively, those who themselves were formerly enslaved,
upon regaining freedom didn’t
simply indulge in their newfound
liberty, but instead decided to
actively participate in bringing
down the evil system that had
dealt with them through injustice
and brutally.

persists still today. As a matter of
fact, slavery was only abolished
and outlawed then. It didn’t
instantly vanish as a result of their
efforts.
Soon after regaining their
freedom, some former enslaved
persons voluntarily returned to
work for their former owners, or
other slave owners, in the same
plantations where they had earlier
toiled haplessly as slaves howbeit
under slightly different conditions.
They received payment of
wages for work done even though
the amount offered was in no way
commensurate with the work
done. The reality was that some of
these freed slaves were left with
no real choice. To make a living
they had to voluntarily submit to
servitude, with some of them
living in the very quarters they’d
lived in as slaves, even sometimes
under the same squalid conditions.
In the US, those who could,
migrated up north in search of
jobs while the remnant remained
in the southern parts continuing in
slavish existence.

Similarly, many people who
were themselves slave owners,
and so part of the problematic
system, upon regaining sound
conscience, decided to fight to
ensure the practice was destroyed
even while they still stood to gain
a lot from its existence.

In the then British empire,
former slaves who were able,
ventured from the Caribbean
islands to other shores including
the British Isles, while the rest
remained confined on the islands
of their slavehood, eking a living
in whatever ways possible.

The collective efforts of former
slaves and slave owners saw to the
abolition of the practice. There is a
lesson or two in there somewhere.

Ironically, while former slave
owners were hugely compensated
for the abolition which denied
them their investments, the people
who suffered the brunt of slavery,
the former slaves, were themselves completely ignored and left
to fend for themselves, often with
nothing.

Slavery Since Abolition
Though this slavery is long
gone and only remembered in
history, slavery in different forms
14
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Consequently, slavery continued to exist in practice if not
exactly in name. This remained in
place for them from generation to
generation under varying conditions. Its most common form
was in domestic help or service.
Domestic Service
In almost every part of the
world, the rich and those who can
afford it, hire maids and manservants to deal with their
domestic chores. While some are
paid for their services (even
unfairly in many cases) others are
not paid for their work but
provided with the only payment
being in kind, oftentimes a living
place and a promise for a better
standard of living.
It was reported that “as
standards of social decorum for
the upper classes increased in the
later Victorian period, the need for
servants in Victorian England
increased as well.” The British
census of 1891 found that 1.3
million girls and women worked
as domestic servants in Victorian
England, and that they were
usually recruited between the ages
of 10 and 13.
14
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Such domestic servants were
normally subjected to very long
working
hours,
particularly
during
holidays
such
as
Christmas, often facing discrimination in one form or another
including living in separate
quarters and being subjected to
constant scrutiny, suspicion and
control.
Domestic servants in Victorian
England were also usually subjected to other forms of abuse
including beatings and floggings,
a tradition which was eventually
exported to parts of the world
colonised by the British and other
European countries.
Across the continents of Africa
and Asia, the practice of hiring
domestic servants was introduced
during colonial rule. It continued
in the post-colonial era having
being equally adopted by the
indigenous new middle class in
former colonies who hired the less
privileged among the local
citizenry as domestic servants, in
most cases under similar or even
worse conditions.
Modern Slavery
This trend continued in former
colonies even after seemingly
having gone out of fashion in
Britain and parts of Europe.
It culminated with the practice
being more recently reintroduced
into Britain and parts of Europe by
migrants from former colonies,
particularly Africa, Asia and the
Caribbean.
Under the current practice,
unwitting victims are lured with
promises of a better life in the
West, by individuals or backstreet
agencies who then clandestinely
subject them to a brutal regime of
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servitude with little pay or relative
freedom.
To ensure compliance, these
migrants, some of them trafficked,
have their travel documents and
passports
seized
by
their
employers
or
employment
agencies in order to prevent them
from escaping.
Threats, including to (not from)
relatives (of victims) in their
respective home countries, are
often used to enforce strict
compliance on the part of such
undocumented workers.
A particular case made the
headlines in Britain in 2014,
involving a 38 year old Nigerian
man who claimed he was
trafficked at the age of 13 and held
against his will for 25 years by a
Nigerian couple living in the UK,
both of whom were health
professionals.
The man in question told
British officers he was enslaved by
a couple in his homeland, Nigeria,
who promised him work, lodging
and an education so he could
support his family.
It’s common for children from
poorer families in countries in
Africa and Asia to be forcefully
enlisted as domestic servants by
their families and entrusted into
the care of other families as a
means of providing for their
families back home.
Ofonime Sunday Edet
In the case of the man in
question, named Ofonime Sunday
Edet, he was subsequently lured
to Britain and forced to undertake
menial tasks for years for little or
no pay while being threatened
against speaking to anyone.
Although he’d in past years
tried several times to escape his
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ordeal, he was unsuccessful until
his final attempt in 2014.
Three Slaves for 30 Years
A more notorious incident in
Britain was that of a married
couple who held three women as
slaves for more than 30 years in
their London residence. Although
this was not specifically a
domestic servant situation, the
women were held as slaves in a
‘collective’ living arrangement
based on shared political ideologies, but is nonetheless a prime
example of slavery in modern
times involving forced labour and
servitude.
The couple originally from
Asia, a Mr Balakrishnan and wife,
who at the time the news broke
out were 73 and 67 years old
respectively, had kept the three
women, a 30 year old Briton, a 57
year old Irish woman and a 69
year old Malaysian, in what was
described as “psychological cages”
for thirty years.
The case came to light in 2013
after the Irish captive rang
Freedom Charity, a UK based
charity organisation, to report her
captivity.
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A simple online search would
show a list of similar charities in
different countries.
It is imperative that anyone in a
similar situation should contact
such charities or the local police
clearly stating their names,
address, and captive situation, or
confiding in neighbours where
possible.
The national outcry surrounding the release of these women in
October 2013, was instrumental in
Edet’s break for freedom in 2014.
Astonishingly,
Edet
had
successfully escaped ten years
earlier but was rebuffed by the
British authorities.
After his final escape, he told
the police he’d contacted them
before, as well as social services
and a local Member of Parliament
(MP) but was supposedly told
“there is nothing we can do.”
This is indicative of the degree
of public ignorance surrounding
the practice of modern slavery in
the West, as well as the
helplessness and hopelessness
additionally inflicted on victims.
Slavery in Other Countries
Slavery of this kind is also
replicated in other parts of the
world including Africa and Asia.
Notably, this form of slavery is
often disguised as ordinary
domestic service which is unacknowledged as slavery in various
countries across Africa and Asia,
even where the practice is overt
and not clandestine, as is often the
case in certain Western countries.
Such enslavement and abuse
are simply accepted as part of the
everyday life of those who
struggle, due to the poverty
inherent in those countries. These
cases largely go unreported.
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In addition to domestic service
involving unpaid forced labour
and trafficking as seen earlier,
there is also another type of
slavery where victims allow
themselves to be subjugated and
placed in slavish conditions
including working very long
hours, poor working and living
conditions, and unfair wages.
While this particular practice is
found
in
some
developed
countries in the West, it’s more
common in Africa and Asia
especially
in
Hong
Kong,
mainland China, and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE).
Slavery in Hong Kong
According to Quartz (https://
qz.com/), Hong Kong has one of the
highest densities of foreign
domestic workers in the world. In
2017 there were about 370,000
foreign domestic servants in the
territory. Of these, 48% were from
the Philippines, 49.4% from
Indonesia and 1.3% from Thailand.
It’s reported that the migrant
domestic workforce accounts for
about 5% of Hong Kong’s
population, with over 98% of
those being female.
Hong Kong’s employment
regulations for foreign domestic
helpers provides some form of
protection for workers, including a
standard two-year employment
contract. Both employer and
employee are expected to comply
with the contract’s terms and
conditions.
These terms include working
and living in the employer’s
residence in a suitable living
accommodation with reasonable
privacy, one day of rest every
week (a continuous period of not
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less than 24 hours), a minimum 7
days to a maximum 14 days of
paid annual leave based on length
of service, 12 days of statutory
holidays during an entire year.
The reality tells a different
story, one involving a high degree
of abuse including physical
violence and verbal abuse, human
trafficking, lack of privacy, pay
below the government approved
Minimum Allowable Wage, being
‘on call’ at all hours, and forced to
work seven days a week.
Slavery in the Middle East
In the Middle East, particularly
the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Africans now dominate the
foreign domestic help workforce,
most of whom are young females.
The abuse of foreign domestic
maids in the Middle East is
enshrined in the “kafala” system.
Under this system, foreign maids
are legally bound to their
employer and have limited rights,
reminiscent
of
transatlantic
slavery.
Instances
of
abuse
and
inhumane treatment of foreign
house helpers in affected parts of
the Middle East, led to the
16
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imposition of strict restrictions by
many Asian countries, to ensure
the protection of their citizens
from
the
harsh
conditions
experienced in that region.
Consequently, recruitment for
domestic servants shifted to
Africa, and centred more around
East Africa, countries such as
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Uganda and
Kenya which then became prime
targets.
Similar stringent restrictions
were soon imposed by the
governments of Ethiopia and
Eritrea, as a result of further cases
of gross abuse, and subsequently
led to Uganda and Kenya
becoming their next recruitment
hotspots.
Some countries in western
Africa, partic-ularly Nigeria and
Ghana, have in recent times also
be-come targets.
A BBC documentary “Maid in
Hell,” broadcast in the UK in
October 2018, included hidden
phone recordings by domestic
maids who’d been caught up in
modern
slavery,
which
is
disguised as domestic service in
the Middle East of today, under
the kafala system.
A reported 2.8 million women
work as maids. A good number of
these maids are still trapped in the
Middle
East,
having
been
trafficked or lured there under
false pretences.
The covert recordings coupled
with testimonies from women
who escaped, show a world of
powerlessness and abuse, hidden
behind closed doors, including
being overworked, underpaid and
subject to physical as well as
sexual abuse.
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A 31 year old mother of four
from Kenya, Mary Kibwana
Kamangu, was one of the women
whose ordeal was covered in the
documentary. She was severely
burnt after a gas explosion in a
house in Jordan where she worked
as a maid, but instead of being
helped she was kicked and
verbally abused by her employer.

Western countries who as a result
shift their production to the poorer
regions.
Bangladesh epitomises this
practice of child labour: A 2010
UNICEF report reveals that 4.8
million or 12.6% of children aged 5
to 14 are in the Bangladeshi workforce. Of these, 83% are employed
in rural areas and 17% in urban
areas.

As a consequence, she returned
to Kenya but
later died in the
“in the Middle
hospital where
East… foreign
she was being
treated for her
maids are legally
injuries.

Although a Labour
Law was passed in
Bangladesh in 2006,
setting the minimum
legal employ-able age at
14, the enforcement of
bound
to
their
Her family
such laws is practically
employer and
hasn’t
been
impossible,
because
compensated,
most of the children are
have
limited
and nor has
informally employed in
anyone
been
small factories, homerights.”
held
based businesses, on the
accountable for her ordeal.
streets and in domestic service.
Mary’s is not an isolated case.
Similar tales of woe abound
involving women and men,
mostly Africans, who somehow
managed to escaped this form of
modern slavery in the Middle
East.
Child Labour
Another form of modern
slavery is child labour where
children less than 5 years of age
and older, are used in the
workforce.
Again, this practice is more
common
in
poverty-stricken
countries in Africa and Asia than
in wealthier countries in the West
where the practice is illegal.
Incidentally, a significant part
of this practice of slavery in very
poor countries, is led by demands
from countries in the West. The
very cheap labour cost presents a
huge incentive for companies in
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This practice still exists in some
places across Africa and Asia,
particularly the latter, largely
because some companies in the
wealthier West continue to
patronise local factories in these
places due to the ongoing cheap
labour. These companies are
always in pursuit of bigger profits
under the prevalent capitalism.
Human Trafficking
Sex
trafficking
accounts
significantly for the overall
number of people trafficked
globally.
Men, women and children are
constantly being abducted or
lured and trafficked for sex in
almost every part of the world.
This insidious and covert practice
is dangerously eroding the moral
fabric of global societies. Though
an age-long tradition, it has
undergone various transform17
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ations till the present time, where
money for sex remains a very
dangerous and lucrative business
and ‘profession.’
It’s very closely associated with
illicit
drugs
(dealing
and
addiction) as well as various other
crimes and criminality. Because it
is illegal in most places its
clandestine nature poses severe
threats
to
those
involved,
especially those on the supply end
of the trade.
High demand for paid sex has
also led to increased recruitment
for sex workers, usually from
African and Asian countries, but
also from Eastern European and
Latin American countries.
It doesn’t take much to make
the connection with national
poverty. This form of human
trafficking is, however, not
restricted to the poorer countries
or regions of the world. Significant
number of incidences occur in the
West, including the US and UK.
Global statistics in this regard is
alarmingly disturbing, painting a
picture beyond imagination.
The US Department of Defense
is among a number of organisations who have characterised
human trafficking as the “world’s
fastest growing crime,” with the
sex trafficking industry pulling in
an estimated $99 billion each year.
In
September
2017,
the
International Labour Organisation
(ILO) estimated that 24.9 million
people including men, women,
and children, were victims of
human trafficking around the
world. Of these 71% are female
(51% women and 20% girls).
Underlining the significant
sexual nature of this practice is
(according to the United Nations
18

Office on Drugs and Crime’s 2016
Global Report on Trafficking in
Persons) that 54% of all trafficking
victims in 2014 were trafficked for
the purpose of sexploitation.
Interestingly, the traffickers
themselves include both men and
women culprits where women are
often used to recruit other women
and girls into trafficking.
Significant number of victims
are known to have been trafficked
from countries in Africa, Asia,
Eastern Europe and Latin America
into Western Europe and North
America, particularly the US,
sometimes by family members,
friends, successful businessmen
and women, or recruitment
agencies.
Demonstrating that sex trafficking also occurs within wealthier
western countries, a 2014 study on
“the underground sex economy”
by the US based Urban Institute,
included data on sex trafficking in
eight US cities, and provided
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estimates of earnings ranging from
$39.9 million in Denver, Colorado
to $290 million in Atlanta,
Georgia.
A huge number of people
trafficked for sexual purposes are
used in escort services, street or
outdoor solicitation, and unregistered residential situations. Others
are diverted to other illicit
activities such as massage parlours, strip clubs and bars, and
cantinas.
Patronising any of these
businesses therefore could mean a
person is unwittingly participating
in
human
trafficking
by
encouraging it. Sadly, despite
these very high figures prosecution rates are alarmingly low.
Conclusion
Although slavery is illegal in
almost every part of the world,
thanks to abolitionism, the
practice never really went away,
or at least not completely.
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Starting from when it was
abolished during the nineteenth
century, the practice went underground, as it were, becoming
covert while remaining a part of
the global human society.
The modern reinvention (e.g.
domestic servitude, child labour)
has become somewhat tolerated, if
not entirely acceptable, in some
societies, often driven by personal
or national poverty.
This tacit acceptance of some
forms of slavery in modern times
coupled with the associated
complicity on the part of victims,
has made it almost impossible to
police slavery in today’s world.
It’s now almost a case of wilful
slavery.
We must, however, not be
deceived into thinking that those
who today submit themselves to
slavish service do so because they
want to. They do so usually
because they have no choice.
Men, women, and children
who migrate from the Philippines
or Indonesia to work in Hong
Kong, and from Nigeria or Kenya
to work in the UAE, do not do so
out of love for the inhuman
working conditions they are
subjected to, but do so only
because of poverty. Likewise, the
parents who enlist their children
into underage labour in Bangladesh or the Congo in Africa, do so
only as a result of desperation.
Poverty in today’s world is a
blight on our collective conscience.
We must realise that some in the
global society profit from modern
slavery, e.g. the wealthy families
who make slaves of their domestic
helpers and the corporations
benefiting from cheap child
labour.
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Similarly, the countries where
domestic helpers are treated as
slaves also profit from their
servitude in the form of income
taxes imposed on the paltry
earnings of these foreign workers.
Furthermore, the home country
from where they emigrated also
stand to profit from this form of
slavery in the form of repatriated
earnings; or at other times, when
lucrative business deals are signed
by them with culprit countries in
exchange for inaction or silence, so
that the practice is left unchallenged.
There is also profiteering from
human trafficking, where proceeds are often laundered through
the global banking system, huge
corporate taxes are paid by
entertainment businesses founded
on trafficked humans, while some
national economies are significantly propped up by illicit
revenue
generated
through
trafficking.
~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

All of which make enforcing
modern forms of slavery a halfhearted effort. If we've learnt
anything
from
transatlantic
slavery, it is that the abolition
didn't just happen but came as a
result of determined and selfless
efforts of people who wanted the
practice discontinued. Current
efforts to end modern slavery
must be equally backed by a
willingness matched with similar
determination before significant
success can be achieved.
The responsibility is ours,
collectively, because we are all
possibly complicit one way or
another, for example:
 patronising a wine bar or
restaurant floated with the
proceeds of human trafficking;
 buying an item of clothing
made by child or cheap labour;
and/or
 being entertained at the home
of a friend or colleague employ-
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ing domestic servants under
unfair conditions.
Unless and until we awaken,
and arise and do something
tangible, modern slavery is here to
stay.
The question therefore is not
whether slavery exists today (it
certainly does), nor whether the
practice is known to various
government authorities (it’s an
open secret), or even whether the
conditions of slavery today are
fairer than in past centuries
(chattel slavery is not very
common today), the fact remains
that no form of inhuman
treatment and loss of personal
freedom is acceptable and nor
should it be tolerated.
The real question therefore is,
what are we really doing about
modern slavery, much of which
has become almost acceptable in
today’s society, and secondly, are
we doing enough?
We are obviously not doing
enough or else this article,
occasioned by the growing
menace of slavery in modern
times, wouldn’t have been
necessary.
Perhaps it’s allowed to flourish
because we have focused more on
treating the symptoms instead of
tackling the root cause of the
disease. Current efforts and
measures focus more, among
others, on exposing and highlighting instances of slavery,
rescuing and rehabilitating victims
of trafficking or forced labour, and
campaigning
against
various
forms of modern slavery. All of
these while noteworthy, amount
to treating the symptoms of the
disease, rather than the disease
itself.

20

A more effective and definitive
approach would be to tackle the
cause of the disease which has led
to today’s slavery, including
domestic servitude, child labour,
human trafficking and sexploitation: the cause is poverty!

is now responsible for today’s
neo-colonialism.

The poverty of individuals and
particular countries which is
prevalent in some developing
parts of the world, particularly in
Africa and Asia and also Latin
America and Eastern Europe, is
most often driven by capitalism,
where at its core lies greed and
selfishness.

The wide gap created between
the haves and the have-nots, has
led to desperation by the povertystricken to survive, and this has
facilitated modern slavery.

Capitalism benefits a very few
at the expense of the many. By its
very nature, capitalism is exploitative, and requires that Peter be
robbed before Paul can be paid.
For the enrichment of one,
there is an associated impoverishment of another.
Capitalism drove the earlier
transatlantic slavery and now
drives modern slavery. It was also
behind colonialism in the past and

Countries in the affected parts
of the world are impoverished
through exploitation so that those
in the developed world can
flourish.

Therefore
any
meaningful
measure aimed at tackling modern
slavery must include dealing with
the poverty underlying the
problem.
We must consider whether
capitalism and neo-colonialism
can be altered, changed or
improved to ensure that we are
truly helping our fellow man, or
else we will continue to simply
treat symptoms as they appear,
patting ourselves on the back and
congratulating ourselves that we
are doing something, but ultimately, it will be to no avail.
[END]

~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

20

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
Slavery: Better Today than in the Past?
Bibliography
1. Allitt, Professor Patrick, 1 December 2017,
The Life of Domestic Servants in Victorian
England (Lecture Series), available:
www.thegreatcoursesdaily.com/servantsin-victorian-england/, accessed 01/05/19
2.

No author, 25 November 2013, BBC News:
London slavery case: Suspects ‘former
Maoist activists,’ available: www.bbc.co.
uk/news/uk-england-london-25084830,
accessed 01/05/19

3.

Greenwood, Chris, 12 March 2014, Daily
Mail: Doctor and wife ‘kept a Nigerian
slave for 25 years’: Couple charged after
man alleges they forced him to perform
menial tasks for no pay, available:
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-257879
8/Doctor-wife-kept-Nigerian-slave-25years-Couple-charged-man-alleges-forcedperform-menial-tasks-no-pay.html,
accessed 01/05/19

4.

web.archive.org Quick Guide for the
Employment of Domestic Helpers from
Abroad (ID 989), an official document of
the Immigration Department of The
Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative
Region,
available:
https://web.archive.org/web/200804092046
16/http://www.immd.gov.hk/ehtml/ID%28
E%29989.htm, accessed 01/05/19

5.

6.

Iaccino, Ludovica, 20 January 2014,
International Business Times: Hong Kong:
Hundreds of Domestic Workers Abused
by Employers, available: www.ibtimes.co.
uk/hong-kong-hundreds-domesticworkers-abused-by-employers-1433081,
accessed 01/05/19

7.

Unknown author, June 2010, Unicef: Child
labor
in
Bangladesh,
available:
www.unicef.org, accessed 01/05/19

8.

No Name, 22 May 2017, Advisory Board:
Human trafficking is the world's fastestgrowing crime. Here's how hospitals can
fight back, available: www.advisory.com/
daily-briefing/2017/05/22/humantrafficking, accessed 01/05/19

9.

No Name, 7 January 2017, Human Rights
First: Human Trafficking by the Numbers,
available:
www.humanrightsfirst.org/
resource/human-trafficking-numbers,
accessed 01/05/19

10.

Dank, Meredith, Khan, Bilal, Downey, P.
Mitchell, Kotonias, Cybele, Mayer, Debbie,
Owens, Colleen, Pacifici, Laura, Yu, Lilly,
12 March 2014, Urban Institute: Estimating
the Size and Structure of the Underground

No name, 23 October 2018, BBC Program Why Slavery: Maid in Hell, available:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06m
fbc9, accessed 01/05/19

Commercial Sex Economy in Eight Major
US Cities available: www.urban.org/
research/publication/estimating-size-andstructure-underground-commercial-sexeconomy-eight-major-us-cities, accessed
01/05/19
------------------------Helpful Links:
(some anti-slavery organisations)
www.antislavery.org
www.antislavery.org.au
www.a21.org
www.hagar.org.au
www.humanrights.gov.au
www.probonoaustralia.com.au
www.freedomcharity.org.uk
www.endslaverynow.org

International Awareness Days
June to August
June:
1 Global Day of Parents & International Children's
Day & World Milk Day;
4 International Day of Innocent Children Victims of
Aggression;
5 World Environment Day;
8 World Oceans Day;
12 World Day Against Child Labour;
13 International Albinism Awareness Day;
14 World Blood Donor Day;
15 Global Wind Day & World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day;
16 International Day of Family Remittances;
17 World Day to Combat Desertification and
Drought;
18 Autistic Pride Day & Sustainable Gastronomy
Day;
20 World Refugee Day;

21

21 World Music Day & International Day of Yoga;
23 World Whistleblowers Day & International
Widow's Day & United Nations Public Service
Day;
25 World Vitiligo Day & Day of the Seafarer;
26 International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking & United Nations International Day
in Support of Victims of Torture;
27 Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day;
29 International Day of the Tropics

July:
7
11
15
17
18
26

World Chocolate Day;
World Population Day;
World Youth Skills Day;
World Day for International Justice;
Nelson Mandela International Day;
International Day for the Conservation of the
Mangrove Ecosystem;
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28 World Hepatitis Day;
29 International Tiger Day;
30 International Day of Friendship & World Day
Against Trafficking in Persons

August:
4. Aboriginal Children's Day;
8 World Cat Day;
9 International Day of the World's Indigenous
People;
12 International Youth Day by UN (different days in
Diff countries);
13 International Lefthanders Day;
19 World Humanitarian Day;
21 World Fashion Day;
23 International Day for the Remembrance of the
Slave Trade and its Abolition;
29 International Day against Nuclear Tests;
30 International Day of the Disappeared
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Firefly Lanterns Inspire LED Lenses
by Dr Jonathan
D Sarfati
[This is the pre-publication version which
was subsequently revised to appear in
Creation 35(2):53. under the name
“Fireflies’ fantastic light transmission”]

We have often reported on
human designers copying the
designs in nature.1 One promising
field is how organisms generate
and
manipulate
light.
Bioluminescence, such as in
fireflies and octopuses,2 generates
light
from
chemicals
very
efficiently. Some butterfly wings
reflect
light
in
spectacular
iridescent colours with scales
acting as diffraction gratings, and
have extremely black rims because
of scales that trap light. This has
inspired pigment designs.3 And
moth eyes have an ingenious antireflective surface, with a nanostructure hard to duplicate.4
Fireflies are actually not flies
but
beetles.5
They
use
bioluminescence to produce light
on the lower abdomen. In the
larva, this glow seems to be a
warning that their flesh is
poisonous, and in the adult, the
light helps to attract a mate. The
light is produced by a chemical
called luciferin,6 found in special
cells
called
photocytes.
In
addition, it also requires an
enzyme, luciferase, magnesium,
oxygen, and energy via ATP
22

(produced by the world’s tiniest
motor7).
Not only is the biochemistry
efficient, but also the light
transmission. There are three
layers: cuticle (window), photogenic (light-producing), and a
dorsal layer. The photogenic layer
produces light in all directions.
This either passes through the
cuticle directly or after reflecting
off the dorsal layer. This is
extremely reflective, because it is a
finely-layered structure called a
dielectric mirror.

through a process called optical
impedance matching. It turns out
that the cuticles on firefly lanterns
have a very fine structure that
does just this. It has very tiny
ridges: 150 nanometres in width,
110 nm in height, and a period
(distance between one high-point
and the next) of 250 nm (1 inch =
25.4 million nm).8 This turns out to
be the best dimensions to transmit
the most light at the firefly’s peak
wavelength of 560 nm (yellowgreen). Incidentally, our eyes are
most sensitive to the same colour.

The window itself also has
amazing fine structure. Normally,
when light passes through a
boundary
between
different
materials, some is lost through
reflection. This can be minimized

Now, researchers at the
Biophotonics Lab of the Korea
Advanced Institute of Science and
Technology, led by Ki-Hun Jeong,
have duplicated this structure for
an LED lens. This enabled 3%
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bearer”; the word itself has no
connections to Satan, even if he is
sometimes called that because he
impersonates an angel of light (2
Corinthians 11:14);
7. Thomas, B., ATP synthase: majestic
molecular machine made by a
mastermind, Creation 31(4):21–23,
2009; creation.com/atp-synthase;
8. Kim,
Jae-Jun
and
six
others,
Biologically inspired LED lens from
cuticular nanostructures of firefly
lantern, PNAS 109(46):18674–18678, 13
November 2012 | doi:10.1073/pnas.
1213331109;
9. Hodson, H., Firefly glow lights up
better LEDs, newscientist.com, 29
October 2012.
------------------------Bibliography:

more light to be transmitted than a
smooth lens. This sounds small,
but in the quest to maximize
energy efficiency, it’s a good start.
The
researchers
say,
“This
biological inspiration can offer
new opportunities for increasing
the light extraction efficiency of
high-power LED packages.”
Of course, a report made the
usual
fact-free
homage
to
evolution,
claiming
“efficient
versions of these nanostructures
have been selected for over
hundreds of millions of years.”9
But the practical research used
design principles to duplicate
these nanostructures. So if the
plagiarized
copies
required
brilliant design, how much more
the originals? [END]
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5. The European glowworm is the
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God of War
by Conor Ryan
Press Service
International
One of the verses from the Bible
that God has repeatedly drawn
my attention to over the last few
months is Psalm 144:1:
“Praise be to the Lord my Rock,
who trains my hands for war; my
fingers for battle.”
All of us were created to walk
closely with God and experience
His blessing and presence in our
lives every day. But there is an
enemy that is bent on preventing
this from happening.
It would be nice if we could just
have a relationship with God
without any difficulty but there is
real opposition to us living a life of
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
This is not peacetime. We were
born into a war zone.
But God wants to teach us how
to overcome and walk in victory.
God wants to train us and make
warriors out of us. To become lean
in the Spirit. To be sharp shooters.
Precision fighters that are able to
take ground for the Kingdom of
God.
Our God is Fierce
One of the biblical metaphors
for God is the Lion of Judah. He is
not a tame lion. But he is good.
Our God is fierce. God wants to
make us fierce too when it comes
to spiritual matters. Sometimes
our approach to the spiritual life is
too passive. God wants to put an
aggressive spirit in us that is
determined to experience breakthrough.
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Sometimes our prayers are for
comfort and ease. But we are here
to fight. We are here to wage war.
When the enemy causes so much
destruction and hurt and suffering
in the world sometimes we need
to get angry and develop a holy
intolerance.
When Life is Challenging Don’t
Fret
If life is difficult, uncomfortable
or challenging don’t fret, God
wants to use it to grow us. He has
great things for His people to do at
this time. Knowing that God is
building and strengthening us can
really
help
to
focus
our
perspective
on
overcoming,
knowing breakthrough is to come.
Sometimes we need to wait on
God for strategies to overcome the
battle that we are facing. God may
give us clear and specific
strategies to breakthrough.
In this last year I have been
learning that a key part of spiritual
warfare is praise and worship.
Giving praise to God and focusing
on who He is and His goodness is
a key part of breaking through the
lies of the enemy. The devil may
throw fiery darts of negative and
tormenting thoughts at our minds
but as we deliberately meditate on
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God and His truth we overcome
those attacks.
It doesn’t always happen
instantly. Sometimes the battle is
fierce and we have to persevere
for a while. We may feel like
nothing is happening and we are
not getting anywhere. Something
particularly
powerful
about
worship is doing it when we don’t
feel like it and it feels like we don’t
have much faith. It can be a really
difficult thing to do but it is really
building something solid in the
spirit. As we persist in pressing
into God, manifestation of God’s
presence becomes clearer and
clearer until we experience his
empowerment and blessing again
in a significant way.
----------------Biography:
Conor is from Adelaide South
Australia. He is a gardener and is
involved in ministry. He loves God,
music, reading and thinking deeply about
philosophy and current events in the
world.
Conor Ryan’s previous articles may be
viewed at www.pressserviceinternational.
org/conor-ryan.html
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Ryan, Conor, 6 February 2019, Christian
Today: God of War, available: https://christian
today.com.au/news/god-of-war.html, accessed
10/02/19
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Jeremy’s Story
Jeremy was just 11 years old
when he sneaked out of home
every Sunday to go to church,
hiding his new-found Christian
faith from his Muslim family.
Growing up in Malaysia,
Jeremy faced many challenges and
often felt empty and rejected. Born
out of wedlock to a man his
mother didn’t end up marrying
meant he was an outcast and
brought shame on his family –
especially his stepfather.
His birth father didn’t even
want to register his birth so he
grew up stateless with no birth
documents or identification, but
church gave him hope.
“I longed to go to church every
Sunday, I just loved it. It was the
only thing that brought joy,” he
recalls.
He escaped through his
bedroom window every week to
go to a church near his house until
his family caught him and sealed
up his window.
The home he grew up in was
extremely dysfunctional; even
though his family was Muslim,
many of them were alcoholic and

would often come home drunk.
“My home was always messy
and my family was always
fighting and arguing,” Jeremy
says. This meant he couldn’t even
concentrate on his studies and
wasn’t able to finish school.
At the time he considered
running away but instead he
decided to stay and would pray
for his family constantly.
Jeremy eventually went to live
with his grandparents who knew
he was a Christian, and before his
grandfather died he led him to the
Lord.
“I want my whole family to
come to know the Lord, that’s my
longing.”
After many years of prayer and
fasting with his church and being
considered
stateless,
Jeremy
received
an
identification
certificate for the first time last
year. This was considered a
miracle.
He still faces some challenges
as his ID identifies him as Muslim
but he is hopeful for the future.
“I pray for people to freely
come to the Lord, especially
Muslims who are bound by the
law. I also want to be a vessel to
win them to the Lord.” [END]
---------------------Bibliography:
No name, 28 April 2019, Voice of the
Martyrs: Jeremy’s Story, available:
https://vom.com.au/jeremys-story/,
accessed 02/05/19
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January
11th: Shirley Boone dies, USA: Shirley Boone,
philanthropist and wife of Pat Boone, the singer and
actor, passed away [link]
22nd: Little Athletics embraces gender dysphoric children in
any sex category, Australia: Little Athletics, Victoria,
now allows gender dysphoric kids to participate in
any category [link]

February
24th: Catholic church fears holding Christian views seen as
hate crimes, Scotland: there needs to be "room for debate
and a robust exchange of views" [link]
28th: Cardinal Pell, Australia: evidence that sent
Australia’s Cardinal Pell to prison for sexual abuse
was implausible [link a; link b] WorldOver interview
about the flawed trial [link c]

March
4th: Trans competitors, USA: female athlete speaks out
about how trans competitors impact female sports
[link a; link b]
4th: reporting Christians encouraged, China: Chinese
authorities promise rewards for those who report
Christians [link]
15th: Cyclone Idai causes devastation in Mozambique,
Zimbabwe and Malawi, Africa [link a; link b; link c]
16th: Former ISIS leader becomes Christian: has dream
from God, and "saw a love that didn't exist in Islam”
[link]
17th: Father Joël Yougbaré, missing, Burkina Faso, Africa:
attacks against Christians increasing near area where
Father Joël Yougbaré disappeared [link]
18th: 280 Christians killed in attacks, Nigeria: Since
February, Fulani herdsmen have killed as many as 280
farmers, many are Christians [link a; link b]
information on 2018 killings [link c]
19th: 85 year old pro-life Christian man assaulted outside
abortion clinic, USA: same assailant may have attacked
others [link a; link b; link c]
20th: one week, 12 churches vandalised, France: antiChristian people/groups desecrated 12 churches and
tried to set fire to the Saint-Sulpice church [link]
22nd: Johan van Hulst, saviour of 600 Jewish children, dies
aged 107, Netherlands: during World War II, van Hulst,
with the help of volunteers and students, rescued
many Jewish children, who were going to be sent to
concentration camps [link]
26th: Deny older people surgery, Netherlands:
environmentalist legislator proposes doctors deny
surgery to patients over 70 [link]
26th: Christian teacher wins $1-million Excellence in
Teaching award, Kenya: mainstream media ignores any
reference to his faith after winning the award [link]
29th: “Unplanned” pro-life movie released, USA: based on
true story of former Planned Parenthood director who
quits, joins pro-life movement [link a; link b; link c]
30th: Trump’s faith is real, USA: Pastor says the
President’s faith in God and opposition to late-term
abortion are genuine [link]

April
4th: Rugby’s Israel Folau criticised for homophobia after
sharing Bible verses, Australia: Rugby star and Christian,
Israel Folau, heavily criticised for ‘homophobia’ [link
a; link b; link c; link d; link e] Rugby Union served
breach notice - management claim it’s nothing to do
with religion [link f; link g; link h] Mainstream media
silent about Folau’s 2014 support for inclusive and gay
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rugby [link i] Former UK rugby player and Christian,
Billy Vunipola, stood up for Folau, threatened with job
loss [link j; link k; link l] Alan Jones, former
Australian Wallabies claims decision has ‘completely
corrupted’ free speech [link m; link n; link o]
3rd: Rupert Murdoch’s power, USA: New York Times’
evidence that Murdoch and sons, enormous influence
on politics in several countries [link 1; link 2]
6th: Debit cards, Australia: one third of Australians
would be ok with a bank card implant in skin [link]
7th: Shots fired in protestant church, Burkina Faso (Africa):
asked to convert to Islam, those who refused,
including Pastor and 5 others, were killed [link]
9th: Benjamin Netanyahu re-elected as Prime Minister,
Israel: Netanyahu now the longest serving Prime
Minister in Israel [link]
10th: Former member of parliament condemns Tasmanian
lawmakers, Australia: Paul Harriss criticised laws that
remove gender identifying information on birth
certificates [link a; link b]
10th: Transgender males may compete in female sports
teams, USA [link a; link b]
10th: Appeals rejected of two pro-life supporters, Australia:
after encroaching restricted zones around abortion
clinics, both arrested and appeals rejected by
Australian High Court [link]
11th: Joni Eareckson Tada, USA: after painful radiation
treatment for stage 3 breast cancer, and experiencing
breathing difficulties, Joni eventually released from
hospital [link a; link b]
12th: Gender diversity not welcome in schools, New
Zealand: petition with over 40,000 signatures requests
that Ministry of Education “…remove learning
intentions for teaching gender diversity in the
sexuality education guide" [link a; link b]
14th: Fulani militants kill 17, Nigeria: Christian baby
dedication, 17 people killed, including children, and
others injured in Nassarawa [link]
15th: Holocaust was exaggerated, USA: one third of
people believe numbers of Jewish people killed were
exaggerated; 66% of millennials, don’t understand
significance of Auschwitz [link]
15th: Notre Dame cathedral burns, France: church caught
fire and extensively damaged. 500 firefighters and
others, helped save many artworks and treasures [link
a; link b; link c] Building may be restored due to
extensive 3D scans [link d]
16th: Comedian Barry Humphries name removed from
comedy award, Australia: name dropped by Melbourne
comedy festival award - his comments infuriated
transgenders [link a]; Binary Australia’s Kirralie
Smith’s commented [link b]
18th: Arson at St Patrick’s Cathedral, New York, USA:
man arrested after entering the church with lighter
fluid, cans of petrol and lighters [link]
18th: Attacks on churches, France: during 2018, 875
churches were targeted and around 1,100 antiChristian attacks recorded [link]
19th: 11 killed & 40 missing, Nigeria: Good Friday,
Christians returning from service in Benue were
ambushed [link]
21st: Muslim defence officer kills 13 Christians in night
parade, Nigeria: officer argued with the group, returned
to his car, turned off the lights and rammed the group
killing 13 boys and injuring 32 more [link]
21st: Churches, hotels and zoo bombed, Sri Lanka: attacks
against Christians in Sri Lanka with explosions in 3
churches at Easter [link a; link b] Further explosions at
hotels and a zoo [link c]
21st: Christian apologist faces ongoing bans on Facebook,
USA: FB bullying man for sharing posts against their
standards, including banning the man’s evidence that
he was the target of hate-speech on FB [link]
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25th: Biology course teaches foetuses are like cancer/
parasite, USA: University of California, San
Diego teaches that foetus is “legitimate parasite” [link]
25th: Second cyclone in six weeks devastates Mozambique
and surrounding countries, Africa: cyclone Kenneth
stranded thousands, devastates island nation of
Comoros [link a; link b; link c]
27th: Gunman opens fire in Jewish synagogue, California,
USA: shouting hate speech, assailant opened fire
during service on last day of Passover [link a; link b,

link c, link d] woman, Lori Kaye killed protecting
rabbi [link e], 3 others injured.

May
1st: Queensland Reds and Wallabies player Tupou supports
Israel Folau’s right to express Christian views, Australia
(see first article on 4th April): Taniela Tupou posted,
“Sack me and… other Pacific Islands rugby players…
because we have the same Christian beliefs.” [link]
1st: Violent attacks against Jews rose markedly in 2018,
world: highest number of murders in decades [link]
2nd: MP criticises Western attitudes toward Christian
persecution, Canada: Candice Bergen made public
statement on behalf of persecuted Christians [link]
2nd: Entire Bible read in 90 days in front of Capitol
Building, USA: annual event commenced on 1
February and finished today [link]
4th: Rachel Held Evans dies at 37, USA: author of a
popular blog and best-selling books including “A Year
of Biblical Womanhood” and “Sunday, Faith Unravelled,” Rachel’s death was unexpected [link]
8th: Asia Bibi and family left Pakistan for Canada:
Christian Pakistani woman acquitted last year after 8
years on death row after accusation of blasphemy
against Islam. Her acquittal led to riots, death threats
and murder [link 1; link 2]
10th: 141 Christians arrested in Eritrea, Africa: Police
arrested 104 women, 23 men & 14 children, including
several elderly, from Asmara - no charge. Eritrea is
known for human rights violations including brutality
of imprisoned [link]
12th: Six Christians killed at Catholic mass, Burkina Faso
(Africa): 30 people entered church in Dablo and
opened fire, then burned the church, local store and
medical centre [link]
13th: Doctor on trial for refusing to perform abortion,
Argentina: Dr Leandro Rodriguez Lastra being tried
for “obstetrical violence” and breach of duty [link]
15th: Asia Bibi’s life threatened, Canada: after acquittal,
moved to Canada with family - threatened on video
by Muslim who followed her to Canada to find and
kill her [link]
15th: Appeals court rules no doctors can object to
performing abortions or euthanasia, Canada: court claims
patient’s rights trump doctor’s rights [link]
16th: Near total ban on abortion, Alabama, USA: Alabama
Governor signs bill to criminalise abortion. Activists
hope to overturn 1973 Roe vs Wade decision. Six states
have now outlawed it [link 1; link 2; link 3]
16th: Asia Bibi’s lawyer taking on another blaspheming
case, Pakistan: Saif-ul-Mulook to help Christian couple
[link]
18th: Rugby Australia sacks Israel Folau, Australia: club
argues it was breach of ‘inclusiveness’ policy (see
earlier) Folau to take case to Supreme Court [link 1]
[link 2] Martin Iles claims it’s an attack on religious
freedom [link 3]
19th: Election surprise with Liberal/National party win,
Australia: the continuing Prime Minister, a strong
Christian man, and public’s fear over loss of religious
freedoms were contributing factors [link 1; link 2]
31st: Pastor’s son helps save people & loses his life, Virginia
USA: Ryan Cox was among 12 people killed during a
shooting at a Virginia Beach municipal building [link]
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SPAG Magazine Vacancy:
Book-keeper (volunteer)
SPAG Magazine is seeking the services of a
part-time qualified/experienced bookkeeper, cognisant of Australian tax
requirements and associated paperwork.
Hours: Just ½ to 1 hour/week and perhaps a
little more at tax time.
Task: To keep track of our ‘books’ including
the standard income, expenditure etc.
Presently this falls to our Editor Vicki Nunn,
who has neither the experience/knowledge
nor the time to undertake this important
task.

Can you help?
Contact Vicki Nunn via email on
spagag@yahoo.com.au or
Phone: 042 44 33 772

Celebrate
SPAG Mag’s 4th birthday!
Competition Time!!
We have some wonderful birthday giveaways
beginning on 21 June!
During the following weeks, we’ll continue
adding more amazing new items to our online
store including lovely bookmarks and lots of
great keyrings. How about a keyring for nerds?
Teachers? Medical Personnel? Plus there’s a
variety of Christian ones as well
Every purchase from our new range of
keyrings, will receive an extra charm for free!
All purchases from our online store or
donations during this competition, will go into
the draw for a mystery prize valued at $501.
Please note that due to tax and costs, and other
complications with overseas purchases, we
cannot offer this competition or purchases
outside of Australia at this time.
Our birthday competition ends 31 October
2019. All costs shown include both postage and
GST. Why buy or donate? It’s an easy way you
can help support this growing ministry.
Go to the link. Here some examples:

1. For the prize-draw to proceed, a minimum of ten separate purchases by
buyers must have been made through our online store between 21 June and
31 October 2019. Each purchase will have equal chances in the draw, ie
purchase 2 items, and gain 2 entries into the prize-draw. The winner will be
selected at random by an independent person.
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That We Too Should be Humble and Kind
by Michael
Hannett
SPAG Journalist

with Vicki Nunn
"For even the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.”
Mark 10:45 [ESV]
When Jesus came to earth to
live the life of a man, He came
quietly. He came so that He could
substitute Himself for humanity
on the cross and bear the burden
and punishment for our sins in
our place.
He was born in a manger
amongst livestock, not in a grand
chorus of angels or in an extravagant show of power, but in a quiet
little barn with hay for a bed.
He grew up a carpenter's son,
in a humble home in a quiet
village, and lived a humble life.
He was a gentle man who
never treated others as less, and
He always put others first.
Even though He is the Son of
God, He lived humbly. He never
showed off. He never bragged. He

simply lived and behaved as a
kind man and friend, who helped
those in need, and loved all.
That is an example we should
follow - to be humble and kind, to
not think of ourselves as superior
or more important than other
people, to not feel the need to
show off, but instead to want to
help others, and to lift others up.
To be humble is to place others
and their needs above our own.
Some people get the wrong
idea that humility means to think
of ourselves as less than others,
broken or inferior, or even
undeserving of God’s love, but
that’s not it at all.
If we use Jesus as our example,
we see that while He placed the
needs of others above His own, He
did not say nor believe that He
was inferior or less deserving of
compassion and love, than others.
He understood who He was, and
yet didn’t allow that to impact on
His relationship with those He
knew, while He was a man.
A Joke
A mouse was standing by a

river, about to go for a swim. His
friend the elephant had gone into
the water ahead of him. The
mouse called to his friend to come
closer, so the elephant took a few
steps towards him, until the water
was just to his neck.
“Can you come a little nearer
than that?” the mouse asked, and
the elephant complied, until the
water was lapping at his chest.
“Can you come even closer?”
the little fellow asked, so the
elephant took a few more steps so
the water was just to his waist.
“Can you come all of the way
out of the water please,” the
mouse
requested,
and
the
elephant stepped closer and closer
until the water was only ankle
deep.
“Aha!” exclaimed the mouse.
“Yes, I thought so. You stole my
swimming trunks didn’t you!”
This may not seem like an
appropriate place to have a joke,
but hear me out.
Consider how the infinite God
chose to concentrate, to condense
all of Himself, His magnificence,
His power, His love, His
compassion, His majesty and His
glory inside the limited, mortal
and decaying shell of a mere man.
What an impossible challenge
for us to conceive how He could
do that, that our Almighty God
would allow Himself to be
confined in this way, and knowing
every moment about His destiny
and the suffering that was to
come.
Equally Loved and Treasured
God made us all the same, none
more special than anyone else. All
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of us are equally and greatly loved
and cherished by Him, and He
wants us, as His children, to
consider the needs of others, to
love and respect them, and be
there to help our fellow man
whenever they are in need of a
friend or someone to lean on. We
are called to be selfless.
Let us remember that when we
are out in the world, for when we
show true humility, we are truly
blessed.
"Before the Passover festival
began, Jesus was keenly aware that
His hour had come to depart from this
world and to return to the Father.
From beginning to end, Jesus’ days
were marked by His love for His
people.
Before Jesus and His disciples
gathered for dinner, the adversary
filled Judas Iscariot’s heart with plans
of deceit and betrayal.
Jesus, knowing that He had come
from God and was going away to God,
stood up from dinner and removed
His outer garments. He then wrapped
Himself in a towel, poured water in a
basin, and began to wash the feet of
the disciples, drying them with His
towel.
Simon Peter (as Jesus approaches):
Lord, are You going to wash my feet?

He knew the one with plans of
betraying Him, which is why He said,
“not all of you are clean.” After
washing their feet and picking up His
garments, He reclined at the table
again.
Jesus: Do you understand what I
have done to you?
You call Me Teacher and Lord,
and truly, that is who I am. So if your
Lord and Teacher washes your feet,
then you should wash one another’s
feet.
I am your example; keep doing
what I do. I tell you the truth: a
servant is not greater than the master.
Those who are sent are not greater
than the one who sends them.
If you know these things, and if
you put them into practice, you will
find happiness.
I am not speaking about all of you.
I know whom I have chosen, but let
the Hebrew Scripture be fulfilled that
says, “The very same man who eats
My bread with Me will stab Me in the
back.”
Assuredly, I tell you these truths
before they happen so that when it all
transpires, you will believe that I am.
I tell you the truth: anyone who
accepts the ones I send accepts Me. In
turn, the ones who accept Me also
accept the One who sent Me.”
John 13:1-20 [VOICE]

Jesus: Peter, you don’t realize what
I am doing, but you will understand
later.

“Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth. ”

Peter: You will not wash my feet,
now or ever!

Bibliography:

Jesus: If I don’t wash you, you will
have nothing to do with Me.
Peter: Then wash me but don’t
stop with my feet. Cleanse my hands
and head as well.
Jesus: Listen, anyone who has
bathed is clean all over except for the
feet. But I tell you this, not all of you
are clean.
28

Can you guess what the close-up item
is in the image below? Go to page 56
for the answer.

Matthew 5:5 [ESV] [END]

--------------------[ESV] English Standard Version, The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text
Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway
Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers.
[VOICE] The Voice, The Voice Bible
Copyright © 2012 Thomas Nelson, Inc. The
Voice™ translation © 2012 Ecclesia Bible
Society All rights reserved.
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How are
you
spending
your food
dollar?
One men's health magazine analysed
how Americans spent their food dollar
and came up with some unsettling
statistics. From the average US dollar
people spent:
34 cents eating out;
17 cents on doughnuts, sweets and
chips;
14 cents for poultry, fish and meat;
10 cents on drinks; and
15 cents on bread, vegies and fruit
How does your own spending
compare? Are you eating out too much?
Are you getting enough vegies?
Making better choices at the supermarket, and eating more at home will
save money and be healthier too. On an
average (US) income, imagine saving
just 4 cents/dollar on eating out can save
you up to $1,800 every year! Drink more
water and halve what you spend on
fizzy drinks or alcohol could save you a
whopping $4,500 a year! Way to go!
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Title
Are You Wasting Your Life by Ignoring ‘Little’ Sins?
by Lisa Copen
The suffering of illness can allow
in sinful thoughts or actions and we
become too tired to address them.
Lisa shares.
“Whoever conceals their sins
does not prosper, but the one who
confesses and renounces them finds
mercy.” Proverbs 28:13 [NIV]
What struggle are you facing
today that is causing you to respond
with sin? Physical pain was the
greatest tool Satan used when trying
to get Job to turn from God (Job 2:7).
He is still using physical pain in our
lives, attempting to separate us from
the Lord.
While we may appear spiritually
healthy to those around us, it is easy
for our illness to allow sin into our
lives in small ways. These can
quickly escalate and take over,
destroying
relationships,
our
spiritual walk, and even our body.
So I ask. . .
Do you grieve that no one seems
to understand your illness and so
you build up walls of isolation,
resentment,
and
bitterness?
Do you hold on
too tightly to your
past hurts from a
church, turning away
from mentors, fellowship and ministry,
insisting that you
don’t like Christians?
Do you treat your
body with disrespect,
29

since it betrayed you with this
illness? Do you ignore doctor’s
advice to eat well, exercise if
possible,
and
take
certain
medications or supplements out of
defiance?
Do you dwell in the role of a
victim of your illness, squandering
your life by constantly using your
illness as an excuse so people have
no expectations of you?
Do you play the martyr card,
keeping a smile pasted on your face
and saying you are fine, but later
using it as fuel in relationships to
gain sympathy?
Tough questions, and most of us
may quickly respond, “No!” But
really... be honest with yourself. Ask
God to reveal areas where He needs
to come in and clean up.
A. W. Tozer once said, “A man
by his sin may waste himself, which
is to waste that which on earth is
most like God. This is man’s
greatest tragedy and God’s heaviest
grief.”
Let us not waste our beautiful
lives by not calling on God’s
strength to overcome Satan’s
temptations.

Prayer:
“Lord, I admit that I am a sinner
and I desperately need Your
forgiveness. I ask for You to forgive
me for believing that my sins are too
little to matter. Resentment, bitterness, envy, manipulation - all of
these are sins and not of You.
I want You to rule my heart and
my head and not the games that
satan tempts me with.
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Bring my attention to the areas
where I need You to work on me
and help me accept Your discipline
without complaint. Amen.”
Illness takes so much time just to
manage that we often push aside
areas of spiritual growth until we
are forced to - usually under less
than pleasant circumstances.
If you were to choose one sin to
work on and ask for God’s
influence, where would it be? We
won’t judge! We are all in this
together!
Song Link: Do you find yourself
dealing with the same sins over and
over, no matter your age or the season
of your life? I hope that if you do, you
will find comfort and hope in this
song, “Thankful” with the group
Caedmon’s Call. You are not alone.
We all struggle. We all need
forgiveness.
When Satan attacks us, it is a very
personal attack. Let us encourage
each other through prayer for one
another so we can resist his temptations –Lisa
------------------Biography:
Lisa Copen is the founder of Rest
Ministries, a woman with rheumatoid arthritis,
and at times a battle resistor. Who has the
energy to fight? She hopes to choose her battles
wisely and that involves being aware of her
thoughts and actions so that Satan doesn’t even
get a little win. Lisa’s book, “REFRESH ME,
LORD: Prayer for those with Illness” is
available and she is eager to get it into your
hands, as it has been a spiritual warfare battle
magnet.

------------------Bibliography:
Copen, Lisa,
16 June 2014, Rest Ministries:
Are You Wasting Your Life by Ignoring ‘Little’
Sins?, available: http://restministries.com/blog/
2014/06/16/sin/, accessed 03/05/19
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Bible Cross-References
~ Visualizations ~
by Chris Harrison and
Pastor Christoph Römhild
The set of visualisations (on the
following two pages) started as a
collaboration
between
Pastor
Christoph Römhild and myself,
(Chris Harrison.)
Christoph, a Lutheran Pastor,
first emailed me in October of
2007. He described a data-set he
was putting together that defined
textual cross references found in
the Bible. He had already done
considerable work visualizing the
data before contacting me.
Together, we struggled to find
an elegant solution to render the
data, more than 63,000 cross
references in total.
As work progressed, it became
clear that an interactive visualisation would be needed to
properly explore the data, where
users could zoom in and prune
down the information to manageable levels.
However, this was less interesting to us, as several Bibleexploration programs existed that
offered similar functionality (and
much more.) Instead we set our
sights on the other end of the
spectrum:
something
more
beautiful than functional.
At the same time, we wanted
something that honoured and
revealed the complexity of the
data at every level - as one leans
in, smaller details should become
visible.

This ultimately led us to the
multi-coloured arc diagram you
see on the following two pages.
The bar graph that runs along
the bottom represents all of the
chapters in the Bible. Books
alternate in colour between white
and light gray. The length of each
bar denotes the number of verses
in the chapter.
Each of the 63,779 cross
references found in the Bible is
depicted by a single arc - the
colour corresponds to the distance
between the two chapters, creating
a rainbow-like effect.
The image on the following
two-pages is only a still shot of the
full online image and data. Here’s
the online link where you can
zoom in for more detail and it
allows you to begin to grasp the
beauty and complexity of the Bible
and the mind of its Creator.
-----------------------Biography:
Chris Harrison:
Chris Harrison is an Assistant
Professor of Human-Computer Interaction
at Carnegie Mellon University, directing
the Future Interfaces Group (www.figlab.
com).
He broadly investigates novel sensing
and interactive technologies, especially
those that empower people to interact
with small computing devices in big
ways.
Dr. Harrison has authored more than
80 peer-reviewed papers and his work
appears in more than 40 books. Harrison
has been named as a top 30 scientist by
Forbes, a top 35 innovator by MIT
Technology Review, and a World
Economic Forum Young Scientist.

Chris
Harrison

Pastor Christoph
Römhild

ships by the Packard Foundation, Sloan,
Google,
Qualcomm
and
Microsoft
Research. He is also CTO of Qeexo, a
CMU spinoff working at the intersection
of interactive technologies and artificial
intelligence.
When not in the lab, Chris can be
found welding sculptures, visiting remote
corners of the globe, or restoring his old
house. His website is www.chrisharison.
net.
Christoph Römhild:
Christoph Römhild was born in
Hamburg, Germany and grew up there.
After studying Protestant Theology in
Berlin, London (at a Jewish College) and
Hamburg, he became a Parish Vicar in
Hamburg for several years.
He then worked in major Digital
Projects of the Protestant Church in
Germany. One Project was a collaborative
platform for the exchange of projects and
best practices in the Church, named
geistreich (inspired): [link]
Another project was a Church App to
display Churches on Smartphone and
Desktop Computers that shows over 9,500
Churches and also features an AudioGuide through several churches on
Smartphone and Desktop Computers.
[link 1] [link 2]
Christoph worked then in the Federal
Foreign Office of the German Government
in Berlin and was part of establishing a
new Task Force on the Responsibility of
the Religions for Peace where the
potential of Religion and Foreign Policy
are explored.
Christoph is now a Parish Vicar in
Rheinsberg north of Berlin. He is married,
and his wife also works in the Church. His
website can be found here: www.kirchewittstock-ruppin.de/rheinsberg.
-------------------Bibliography:
Harrison, Chris and Römhild, Christoph,
undated, Chris Harrison: Bible CrossReferences, available: www.chrisharrison.net/
index.php/Visualizations/BibleViz,
accessed
17/05/19

Harrison has been awarded fellow-
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Visualisation Chart of
[Open up both pages together to see the image in full]
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Bible Cross-References
[Click on the image to link directly with the interactive image online]
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The Challenge of Voice and Heart
by Roydon Ng
Press Service
International
Despite claims from mainstream media and keyboard
warriors that the Church has no
place in modern society, the
reality is that most people
continue to tolerate the presence
of Christianity.
There is little doubt that in
Western countries, an attitude of
post-modern or post-Christendom
is setting in, but the question of
how Christians can be effective in
influencing society that is seeming
increasing “hostile” and “politically correct” ought to be at the
forefront of every believer.
Advent of Political Correctness
Whether we like it or not,
society changes along with
language and acceptable norms.
What
was
once
seemingly
commonplace could now be
viewed as questionable, and in
recent decades the boundaries of
traditional Western and JudeoChristian values have undoubtedly narrowed.
Under the premise of promoting diversity and equality,
“political correctness” has become
mainstream to the extent that a
good friend (and church youth
leader) was asked to lead a
discussion on the topic at a recent
Sunday gathering.
I may or may not have been
helpful with her preparation by
offering my two cents, but I
honestly think many Christians
and non-Christians from both
sides of politics get caught up in
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arguing about words instead of
looking at the actual issue.
For example, being “politically
correct” nowadays would be to
say your husband/wife is your
partner to reduce the emphasis on
their gender because of the
marriage equality movement. And
some countries such as Canada
have made it illegal to call
transgender persons by the
pronoun of their birth sex.
It is a common Christian
doctrine to believe that God made
man and woman, and marriage is
to be between a man and a
woman.
Therefore,
many
Christians would find “political
correctness” as going against
Christian values.
Many
conservatives
and
Christians also say that political
correctness is a form of censorship
against our right to free speech. To
a large extent that's the chilling
effect of “political correctness”, so
much so that some people go the
extreme by using this issue to say
offensive things in the name of
free speech.
Speaking the Truth...
Not being able to acknowledge
God created differences between
the sexes and genders is concerning but also using the notions
of free speech and anti- “political
correctness” to vilify others is
wrong too.
Ultimately Christians ought to
be able to and act to speak the
truth (such as about sex and
marriage) but to do so with love
and gentleness.
The truth may be offensive, and
that is okay because the world was
~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

offended at Jesus’ presence as this
world is one of sin and Satan.
Christians ought not to get caught
up in worldly political squabbling,
we are in but not of this world...
...But Preferring Love
A practical example of a
Christian approach that shines
Jesus’ love is with the LGBT
community: I come to your church
as a transgender person who asks
to be referred to as she/her —
having to refer to me as she/her is
“politically correct.”
Even though it's clear that I am
a man, the church ought not to get
caught up with “political correctness” debates because, at this very
moment, you're dealing with a
real human being, not a political
forum, nor ought prayer be used
as a weapon of human judgement.
If I ask to be referred to as
she/her then out of Christ’s love,
be
“politically
correct”
as
Christians and churches are the
meetings of imperfect sinners
regardless of whatever identity a
person is.
But the big thing that many
churches fail to grasp is that
regardless of how much a person's
lifestyle and identity is different to
33
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Tantalising Trivia
There’s a rather interesting ingredient in toothpaste and ice-cream
known as carrageenan. It’s used to
control crystal growth in ice-cream and
as a suspending agent in liquids, foods
and pharmaceutical products.
This natural ingredient can be found
along the coasts of North America and
Northern Europe and is commonly
known as Irish moss.

Christian beliefs, everyone needs
Christ. The Christian challenge is
not to be constrained by secular
politics or how the world thinks
about words. The Bible tells us to
have a transformation of the mind
and seek after Christ's likeness.
Just because you call me,
“she/her” doesn't mean you
compromise on Christian teaching. Churches need to be more
welcoming of LGBT people and
realise that it's not Christians vs
“political correctness” / LGBT /
censorship… but that the victory
has been already won through
Christ.
If you turn away a transgender
person by offending them, you
might be turning them away from
their willingness to engage with
the Church, so, don't let our own
political views hinder the preaching and proclamation of God's
truths!
Remember Our Understanding is
Limited
Remember when God was
chasing down Jonah, it wasn’t just
because he was disobedient for
refusing to go to Nineveh, but
rather God pursued Jonah because
he allowed his and the Israelites’
disdain to step in the way of the
opportunity for the Ninevites to
repent.
34

Jonah even said he wanted to
die because God who is slow to
anger, merciful and compassionate wanted to save the people of
Nineveh. God was clearly upset
with Jonah for trying to use his
own limited understandings of the
world’s “politics” in deciding who
deserved God’s redemption.
As we advocate for the truth,
we should tread carefully not to
add stigma to those who are
suffering. Our goal ought not to be
encouraging or advocating for a
detransitioning towards their birth
sex but to present them like every
other person with the importance
of coming or continuing to live
under God’s authority.
Adding to the pain experienced
by transgender people will
undermine the Christian testimony and make it harder to live in
accordance with an identity vested
in Jesus Christ. [END]
---------------Biography:
Roydon Ng is a Christian writer from
Western Sydney. Roydon’s previous
articles
may
be
viewed
at:
http://blog.roydonng.com.au
--------------------Bibliography:
Ng, Roydon, 6 February 2019, Christian
Today: The Challenge of Voice and Heart,
available: https://christiantoday.com.au/news/
the-challenge-of-voice-and-heart.html, accessed
10/02/19
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Carrageenan is in fact a purple,
edible seaweed. So next time you’d like
to hog all of the ice-cream at your place,
just tell everyone that it’s got Irish moss
or slimy seaweed in it. Point out the
ingredient ‘carragennan’ on the label,
then suggest something like, “Mmmm,
yum! Now I understand why sometimes it tastes like octopus tentacles.”

That might
just do the
trick!

Organisation Promotion

Single? Christian?
Looking for fun,
friendship and
fellowship?
Club Solo is delighted to invite you to
an outing or camp. Operating for more
than 37 years, Club Solo is an interdenominational ministry which serves
Christian singles.
There are Club Solo groups in
Melbourne, Adelaide, Geelong, Sydney
and Brisbane.
Find out more about Club Solo
groups in your area. Information is
available on our website. Perhaps you
might like to start one in your town and
need a little help - contact the Director,
Rev Steve Mitchell, who has a real
pastor’s heart for singles:
Phone: (03) 9407 1240
Email: clubsolo@tpg.com.au
Web: www.clubsolo.org.au
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~ Alfred Deakin ~
2nd, 5th and 7th Australian Prime Minister
by Alan Currie
for DIDUNO
Two men were walking down a
street in Melbourne CBD late one
afternoon in 1878, deep in conversation. The older distinguished
looking man, David Syme founder
of the Age newspaper was serious
and quite determined, but the
younger one, Alfred Deakin an up
and coming Age journalist, was
quite brilliant and was putting up
a good fight as they debated one
of the most important issues of
that day.
The two men had been
grappling with the issue for
weeks, the question was “Should
Australia be a country that
protects its merchants by having
trade protection in the form of
tariffs or should it have open
borders and allow free trade
between
the
colonies
and
ultimately the entire world? “
Syme finally managed to
convince his young protégé to
become a trade protectionist and
Deakin later said he felt he had
crossed the Rubicon.1
Syme became Deakin’s greatest
supporter for many years and was
the main reason why Alfred was
given the opportunity to enter
politics in 1879.
By the end of 19th and most of
the 20th Century, trade protection
and tariffs was the accepted
standard, but in the 21st Century
the world has moved on to
embrace free trade and globalization.
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A Man of Principle
At only 22 years old, Alfred
Deakin stepped into the political
limelight, only to resign on his
very first day in Parliament
because of a mistake made at the
polling booth. The polling booth
had run out of voting forms and
had to close with forty more
people still to vote.
Deakin’s decision to resign on
principle, even at the cost of his
own career, gained for him the
colony’s admiration, but it caused
shockwaves for Premier Berry’s
Government.
For 10 years from 1890 to 1900,
Deakin decided not to accept a
better paying ministerial position,
but rather as a colonial back
bencher, he worked tirelessly
promoting federation, believing he
had a duty to encourage Australia
to fulfil its divine destiny and
become a great unified nation.
Deakin’s Early Years
He loved books and during his
youth would often get lost in
adventure stories like Robinson
Crusoe and Aladdin in Arabian
Nights. It was said that he would
read 100 books per year, which
gave him an amazing breadth of
knowledge and insight. He could
converse with anyone on any
subject and speak with amazing
power and grasp of the English
language.
Concerned
for
Deakin’s
preoccupation with his imaginary
world, his high school teacher
inspired him to apply himself to
his studies, which eventually
caused him to go on and pass a
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Alfred Deakin around 1902

law degree at Melbourne University.
Alfred had grown up during
the time of the gold rush, when it
seemed everyone in the world
wanted to come to Australia to
start a new life and maybe strike it
big on the Victorian gold fields.
All this amazing new wealth ($100
billion in today’s money) and
immigration caused a massive
land boom that eventually ended
in an economic bust in the early
1890’s as the gold ran out.
Along with many others,
Deakin was caught up in the land
speculation and lost his and his
father’s savings, but unlike others,
he kept his promise and paid off
all his debts. An interesting fact of
history is that Abraham Lincoln
was also a lawyer who got into
financial trouble, but he also was
very diligent to pay off his
business partner’s debts.
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Australia’s First Attorney
General
Once Federation was secured,
Deakin became Australia’s first
Attorney General and served
under Edmund Barton, Australia’s
first Prime Minister. In those early
years as Attorney General and
later the 2nd, 5th and 7th Prime
Minister, Deakin was instrumental
in introducing important legislation that established the High
Court, the Australian Navy,
copyright laws, animal protection,
Customs, Tariffs and Quarantine
laws plus the Bureau of Meteorology.
All of Alfred’s life he had a
keen
desire
to
understand
spiritual truth. He knew God was
enabling him to do his work and
fulfil his duty to his country. In a
letter to his children in 1890 he
said:
“Christ himself is the central
figure of humanity and marks
the greatest height yet attained
in moral insight in religious
feeling. No character in history,
no founder of a religion, no
moral philosopher, no religious
teacher, can be placed beside
him.”
As Prime Minister in 1905 he
said:
“Jesus Christ is the life of the
present, the light of the future
and the hope of the world.”
In his private journal between
1884 and 1913, he wrote down
over 400 prayers to God.
Alfred Deakin was loved and
appreciated by the Australian
people and was respected by
many leaders home and abroad.
He was a great ambassador for
Australia in world affairs and his
contribution to the foundation of
36

this country is profound. He gave
his life to the service of the nation
he loved and Australia was the
beneficiary.
Upon His Passing
The editorial in the Brisbane
Daily Mail at the time of his death
stated:
“It is perhaps quite safe to
say that no great leader in
Australian public life has been
gifted with the attractive
personality, instinctive courtesy
and innate gentlemanliness that
characterised Alfred Deakin.
None amongst us could be
named
more
worthy
of
respect.”

and sustained the highest
ideals with high standards and
worthy practice in all the
relations of life.”
Deakin was offered many titles
like Sir and Lord but he rejected
them all, preferring to simply be
known as Mr. Deakin, but many
who loved him knew him as
“Affable Alfred.”
He died on 7th October 1919
and is buried in the St Kilda
Cemetery in Melbourne. [END]
---------------------

The Daily Mail Brisbane - 9th
Oct 1919:

References:
1
‘Crossed the Rubicon’ is an expression
that refers to a moment when someone
changes their mind or when a decision
is made, and there is a realisation that
the outcome of that choice or decision,
can never be undone.
---------------------------

“He harmoniously combined all that goes into the
making of a fine man. He held
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Transtopia: You WILL Deny Reality,
or Face the Consequences
by Bill
Muehlenberg
CultureWatch
We now live in such dark and
diabolical times that we have to
seriously ask ourselves if even
authors like Orwell and Huxley
would be shocked at what is now
happening in our culture.
As prescient and prophetic as
Nineteen Eighty-Four and Brave
New World were, it seems we are
now moving well beyond the
horrors envisaged there.

But it is on the hype-radicalised
sexual front that we especially see
this being played out on a daily
basis. The homosexual and
transsexual activists are having a
field day, and they have managed
to fully co-opt the state to do their
bidding, hunting down and
punishing anyone who dares to
differ with their biology-denying
agenda.

Monday that the mother of the
transgender woman had reported
her for the offense.

Consider this scary March 19
headline:

Guildford is a town in Surrey,
England, about 25 miles southwest
of London. Morgan is one of the
hosts of “Good Morning Britain,”
a television show on the ITV
network that originates from
London.

“Police Question UK Journalist
for ‘Misgendering’ a Transgender
Woman.”

Consider briefly the issue of
Islam. Western leaders are falling
over each other in seeing who can
appease this political ideology the
most, and assure us that it is a
religion of peace. At the very same
time they are trying to convince us
that the really evil and dangerous
religion is Christianity.

So the police are now spending
time chasing up folks who prefer
to stick to reality and biology?
Forget about the rapists and bank
robbers – we obviously have
something far more sinister here
that must be investigated. The
story opens:

One recent case demonstrates
this quite clearly: Britain’s Home
Office denied an Iranian Christian
an
application
for
asylum,
claiming Christianity is violent!
Yes, they really did say that [link]

A Catholic journalist in the
United Kingdom faces legal
trouble and potential jail time for
“misgendering” a 25-year-old
transgender woman. Caroline
Farrow, the journalist, said

“Had a message from Guildford
police tonight about my tweets
following an appearance on [‘Good
Morning Britain’] with Susie
Green and Piers Morgan,” Farrow
said in a tweet. “Susie Green has
reported me for misgendering her
daughter.”

Farrow, a broadcaster, media
commentator, and public speaker
who has appeared on BBC and Sky
News, said that all she was told by
police after she went on “Good
Morning Britain” in September is
that she “made some tweets
misgendering Susie Green’s child
and that I need to attend a taped
interview.” (link)
Wow. David Robertson notes
how Jordan Peterson was just
given the flick by the University of
Cambridge, and rightly offers this
comment:
The question at issue here is not
whether you agree with either of
these positions, but whether you
are permitted to say what you
think without attracting police
attention!
The bottom line is that today in
modern Britain we have a
journalist being investigated by
the police because someone
complained that what she wrote
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was hurtful. The fact that this
story comes just days after a street
preacher was wrongfully arrested
shows how this is becoming a very
serious problem in our society.
(link)
Exactly. But all this is now
becoming the new normal. Every
day we find normal citizens being
harassed and targeted by the
authorities because they actually
still believe that biology is real,
and that reality is worth running
with instead of fantasy.
I have already featured many
dozens of such shocking cases on
my site, and they keep on coming.
I have often mentioned just how
out of control the biology-denying
trans agenda is getting in Canada,
and the most recent case from
there should send shivers down
the spine of any concerned citizen.
And this case involves someone
I do know, at least via the social
media. Check out this Orwellian
headline:
“Court orders Christian to pay
$55,000 to trans politician for

calling him ‘biological male’.”
Did you get that? Dare to call a
person by their proper sex, and
the Canadian government will go
after you like you are a child
rapist. The story opens:
A B.C. human rights tribunal
has ruled that a Christian activist
discriminated against a man who
claims to be “female” by
distributing flyers that referred to
the man, who was running for
political office at the time, as a
“biological male.” The court ruled
for
transgender
activist
“Morgane” Oger, born Ronan
Oger, and against Christian
activist Bill Whatcott by declaring
it’s discriminatory not to accept
transgender people as the gender
they claim to be.
In a 104-page ruling released
Wednesday (read full ruling
below), the tribunal further
declared there’s no room for any
public debate in the matter,
according to the Vancouver Star.
The tribunal also ordered Whatcott
to pay Oger $35,000 in

compensation for injury to his
“dignity, feelings and selfrespect,” and an additional
$20,000 to Oger for Whatcott’s
alleged improper conduct during
and before the hearings, it
reported.
Thankfully Whatcott has not
buckled to this Big Brother
madness:
Whatcott, 52, described the
tribunal hearing as a “kangaroo
show trial” and said he’s not
surprised by the decision.
“Jesus Christ is still Lord and
he will come again, I put my hope
into that,” he told LifeSiteNews.
John Carpay, president of the
Justice Center for Constitutional
Freedom, which intervened in the
case, decried the ruling as harming
democracy.
“The Supreme Court of Canada
has long held that freedom of
expression is the lifeblood of
democracy,” Carpay said in a press
release. “Society is full of people
with diverse views and the
Tribunal’s decision undermines
the foundational principles of the
free society and jeopardizes the
health of Canada’s democracy,” he
said. [link]
Wow again.
What sort of madness is this? A
guy gets his feelings hurt over
being called a guy, and now a
Christian must pay – big time. I
repeat: would Orwell or Huxley
ever have imagined that things
would get this bad? Yes, they
foretold a time when reality
would be denied and lies would
become truth. But that was mainly
due to coercion, state compulsion,
and even torture.
Recall this gruesome scene
from Nineteen Eighty-Four, the
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dystopian novel which appeared
70 years ago. The hero Winston is
being tortured by O’Brien of the
State to get him to deny reality:
O’Brien held up his left hand,
its back towards Winston, with the
thumb hidden and the four fingers
extended.
‘How many fingers am I holding
up, Winston?’
‘Four.’
‘And if the party says that it is
not four but five - then how
many?’
‘Four.’
The word ended in a gasp of
pain. The needle of the dial had
shot up to fifty-five. The sweat
had sprung out all over Winston’s
body. The air tore into his lungs
and issued again in deep groans
which even by clenching his teeth
he could not stop.
O’Brien watched him, the four
fingers still extended. He drew
back the lever. This time the pain
was only slightly eased.
‘How many fingers, Winston?’
‘Four.’
The needle went up to sixty.
‘How many fingers, Winston?’
‘Four! Four! What else can I

say? Four!’
The needle must have risen
again, but he did not look at it.
The heavy, stern face and the four
fingers filled his vision. The fingers
stood up before his eyes like
pillars, enormous, blurry, and
seeming
to
vibrate,
but
unmistakably four.
‘How many fingers, Winston?’
‘Four! Stop it, stop it! How can
you go on? Four! Four!’
‘How many fingers, Winston?’
‘Five! Five! Five!’
But today the state torturers are
not really even needed. Except for
a few brave souls like Caroline
Farrow and Bill Whatcott, most
folks have already caved in to the
new trans fascism. They willingly
go along with all the madness,
preferring to deny biology and
reality rather than stand against
the PC brigade and the coercive
state.
Big Brother has won.
It is only a matter of time
before
the
few
remaining
recalcitrants are rounded up and
dealt with by the State. I for one
have been warning about this for
years now. Soon enough they will
take down this site and that may
be the last you will hear from me.

working as missionaries with Youth With
A Mission.
Bill is a spokesman for the Family
Council of Victoria, and has an
independent ministry in pro-faith and
pro-family activism. He is head of an
apologetics/ ethics ministry called Culture
Watch.
In addition to authoring several books,
Bill is a part-time lecturer at several
Melbourne theological colleges.
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Words of Wisdom
“There is no human
experience which cannot be
put on the anvil of a lively
relationship with God and
man and battered into a
meaningful shape.”
Frank Lake

I am dead serious.
But until that happens I will
keep sounding the alarm and hope
and pray that a few more folks
wake up before it is too late. And
speaking of prayer, please keep
Farrow and Whatcott in your
prayers. They sure do need it right
now. [END]
-----------------------Biography:
American-born Bill Muehlenberg, lives
in Melbourne with his Australian wife
Averil, and they have three sons. The
couple spent five years in Holland
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“I thought about you all day at work. My
boss’s cologne smells just like your socks.

Reasons it’s Good to be Single
No. 65
I have the entire bed to myself …
that is except for my three dogs,
the parrot, two cats, my ferret,
and a pet rock called Rollen
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Liberals are Destroying Society
… and Anyone that Disagrees with Them
by Jonathon
van Maren
LifeSiteNews.com

I was asked why, in spite of the
fact that I’m more of a traditionalist than a conservative, I spend
so much time detailing the
dangers of progressivism in my
writing. As I considered the
answer to that question, I realized
that I’d have to write a book to
give an even remotely adequate
response.
In lieu of a project of that size
(at least for now), I’d like to offer
seven reasons that I believe
progressivism is well on its way to
destroying Western Civilization if it has not already.
They Don’t Believe in Freedom
of Speech

their speaking engagements targeted for refusing to embrace the
current transgender craze.

This should be obvious to
anyone who reads the news.
When progressives are faced with
speech they don’t like, they utilize
every tool at their disposal to shut
it down, up to and including
violence — and usually while
simultaneously playing the victim
card.1

One Pew Research Poll in 2015
even reported that 40 percent of
millennials supported limited
speech that offended minorities and the categories of those who
qualify as “minorities,” of course,
are growing by the week.

Conservative
speakers
on
campus generally need a cadre of
bodyguards for protection. Pro-life
displays are frequently attacked
and
torn
down.2
Some
controversial speakers actually
face
riots,
vandalism,
and
3
violence prior to having arrived
and prior to having actually said
anything - and even feminist icons
like Germaine Greer are having

For years, gay rights activists
insisted that they had no intention
of forcing their views on anyone,
and claimed that those Christians
warning that the LGBT movement
intended to attack religious freedom after the legalization of gay
marriage were lying.
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They Don’t Believe in Freedom
of Religion

As it turns out, the gay activists
were lying brazenly - in one progay
documentary
prior
to
~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

Obergefell, 8: The Mormon Proposition, a number of LGBT
campaigners bristled in righteous
indignation, accusing their critics
of deceitful fear-mongering.
A few years on, every single
warning delivered by Christian
activists interviewed for the documentary had already come to pass.
With a few notable exceptions
such as Andrew Sullivan4 and
Jonathan Rauch, most gay activists
and their progressive counterparts
reject the idea of religious liberty
entirely.
President Obama and his
liberal comrades took to using the
phrase “freedom of worship”
instead - “worship,” of course,
being an activity that can be kept
safely within the walls of a church
and out of the public square.
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They are Willing to Coerce You
into Saying Words You do Not
Want to Say in Order to Enforce
Their Ideological Agenda
From cosmopolitan centres like
New York City to nations like
Canada,
trans
activists
are
attempting to pass legislation that
redefines human rights, freedom
of speech,5 and the very definition
of violence.
Recent legislation in Canada,
for example, can be used to
prosecute people for refusing to
refer to trans people by their
“preferred pronouns,” an everexpanding category that includes
nonsensical words like “ze” and
“zir.”
This is no longer even
restricting what people can and
cannot say - no, trans activists
want to take a totalitarian step
forward and dictate what people
must say. Their right to be called
whatever they want - and they
continue to make things up as we
speak - is now, progressives insist,
a “human right.”

Not referring to a person by the
specific pronoun of their choice,
on the other hand, can actually be
classified as “violence,” a word
that will, in the hands of
progressive activists, soon be
rendered as meaningless as the
world “justice.”
They are Willing to Take Your
Children Away - and Certainly
Willing to Threaten This
Progressives believe it is a fun
family day out to take your
children to the Pride Parade,6
where they will be exposed to the
genitalia of adults, half-naked
drag queens, and simulated sex
acts, but they also believe that they
would be far better at raising your
children than you are, because
they are far more open-minded.
Thus, legislation passed in
Ontario7 indicates that if parents
appeared insufficiently enthusiastic about the potential desire of
their children to obtain a sex
change courtesy of the trendy
transgender
delusion,
those
children could be removed from
your care and placed in a haven

run by adults who are more than
willing to allow children not yet
old enough to buy alcohol
undergo genital surgery that will
irreversibly alter their bodies.
Progressives are not bluffing in
their rhetoric - they’re all in, and
your children just might end up
being the stakes.8
They Only Use Science When it
is Convenient for Them
As I’ve written before,9 progressives claim to be obsessed
with scientific data, but promptly
abandon it when it no longer suits
their agenda.
Academics who point out that
there is no scientific basis for the
current transgender craze are thus
shunned as hateful transphobes.
Climate change models are
thus impeccable evidence that we
must restructure the global
economy, but the ironclad scientific consensus indicating when
life begins in the womb must be
ignored. Even ultrasounds, embryoscopy footage, and medical
textbooks are not enough to make
progressives consider the ethics of
abortion - although ironically, any
effective abortionist could tell you
all about the pre-born child in the
womb. After all, he’s the one that
has to crush the head and twist off
the little arms and legs with
forceps.
They See Christianity as More of
a Threat than Islam
Ever wonder why progressives
won’t refer to “Islamic terror?”
Easy. They see the world in
Marxist terms, and in their world,
Western Civilization as founded
by white Christians is always the
oppressor and those with a bone
to pick with the West are always
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the oppressed,
some injustice.

responding

to

confessional talk show circuit or
be shunned.

That is why you will see more
rage from California officials
about states protecting the
religious freedom of Christian
bakers than you will in response
to a mass shooting committed by a
Muslim.

Academics who cannot keep
track of this week’s white
privilege cisgender trans activist
purity code and bump into the
tolerance buzz saw are likely to be
gutted like a fish - student mobs
now enjoy using their reputation
for physical violence to demand
that professors they dislike be
fired, immediately.

That’s why the progressive
response to another round of ISIS
butchery somewhere in Europe is
always “live like this never
happened
(unless
you’re one of the
dead ones, of course)
because that’s how
we win!”
On the other hand,
someone
who
expresses suspicion
over the veracity of
the claims made by
transgender activists
will immediately become the target of a
left-wing holy war.10

Real people
are being
destroyed
by the
#lovewins
crowd, and
they don’t
care.

Progressives have
no time to get angry
at Islamic terrorists who toss gay
people off buildings. They’re far
too busy being furious at a pizza
parlor that declined to serve a gay
wedding.
They are Completely Willing to
Destroy Your Life if You Disagree with Them
Perhaps one of the key
differences between progressivism
and Christianity is that Christians
believe in forgiveness, while progressives will happily destroy
your entire life for the slightest of
secular heresies.
Anyone who says something
that is now considered homophobic will have to either deliver
maudlin
apologies
on
the
42

Christian

business people
who have struggled
most of their adult
lives to create a little
bakery or other
establishment can
be a victim of the
rainbow blitzkrieg
in the blink of an
eye.
Real people are
being destroyed by
the
#lovewins
crowd, and they
don’t care.

Progressivism is
poisonous.
They
want the State to co-parent your
children, and believe they know
better than you do.
They use science as a cudgel to
further their ideology, and
abandon it when it is no longer
useful.
They believe in the violent
destruction of little human beings
in the womb, but claim that not
using made-up words like “ze” or
“zir” is “violence.”
In short: If you’re a Christian
who still clings stubbornly to the
orthodoxies that have defined
Christianity for 2,000 years, they
hate you - and they don’t have any
problem saying that.
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There are many other reasons
progressivism is dangerous, of
course, but those few, I think,
highlight why we must fight them
tooth and nail for what remains of
our countries and our cultures.
[END]
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Up Close and Personal with Aussie Wildlife

--------------

~ Tasmanian Devil ~
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Words of Wisdom
“Political correctness is a
code to silence dissent as
western society is razed.
The culture wars will erupt
into violence, pitting those
who defend western values
vs. leftists, their 'allies', and
the rulers who want to
consign western civilization
to oblivion.”

The largest carnivorous marsupial in
the world, the Tasmanian Devil is found
only in the wild in Tasmania, an island
state of Australia.
A muscular, stocky animal with black
fur and white irregular patches, it has a
strong odour, but is more often
remembered for its startling screeching
and its ferocious eating habits which has
led to its reputation for being vicious. The
Tassie Devil (as its often referred to in
Australia) is about the size of a small dog
and also has a good sense of smell. It has
one of the strongest bites per body mass
of land predators in the world today.
While it’s a good hunter, it’s happy to
take advantage of carrion and even
human food if available.
This fast little fellow is active through
the day and even at night, and can swim
waterways and even climb trees.
Generally solitary, they’ll sometimes share
food and use a toileting area frequented
by others of its kind.
Scientists believe it originated in South
America and while it was once found
across Australia, it became extinct on the
mainland, possibly around 3,000 years
ago.
Males fight for females and stand
guard to keep her from running off with
another male. With just four breeding
cycles in their average 5 year life-span,
females can have up to thirty live young
21 days after conception. Weighing only
0.2 grams, the newborns are pink with no
fur. While they have many young known
as pups, imps or joeys, the female has
only four nipples in her pouch, and few of
the babies survive into adulthood because
of the fierce competitiveness of their
siblings. By nine months of age, the young
have matured enough to leave their
mother, and reach full maturity at around
2 years of age.

The Tasmanian Devil is threatened
with extinction due to a facial tumour
disease that began ravaging their numbers
in the late 1990s, so the Australian
Government initiated various programs to
combat it. They’re also being sent to zoos
in other parts of the world, in the hopes
that these separate groups will ensure the
creatures survival into the future.
The Devil is a tourism attraction in
Tasmania, despite any confusion caused
by the cartoon character which incorrectly
suggested that it spins rapidly like a
whirlwind. [END]
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The Myth and the Costs of Reformed Romance
by Justin
Campbell
First appeared in More
than Don’t Have Sex
Have you ever gone into the
Christian Fiction section in a
bookstore?
It’s
sort
of
unbelievable. First of all, I still
have not figured out what exactly
counts as Christian fiction. Why
do we have our own section - why
can’t it just be in the fiction section
but written by Christians? Is there
a Jewish fiction section?? The
truth is that we have our own
section because we want it, and
we are the only people that would
possibly read it.
But the most disturbing thing
about the Christian fiction section
is the focus on what can best be
described as Christian romance
novels. It’s incredible. I would
wager that close to 70% of the
books in this section fit that
category. Probably more. More
amazing is that of those romance
novels, probably 80% are either
western or Amish. Talk about a
limited audience.
We’re in obvious need of better
literature but that isn’t why I bring
this all up. I bring it up because
rather than lead in what love,
marriage, and singleness looks
like (let alone what good literature
looks like) we in western Christian
culture have adopted what the
world says and then arranged our
theology
and
practices
to
accommodate it. The impact of
this runs much deeper than we
realize and impacts not only
Christians but everyone else.
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We have made romance the
thing. We don’t say that directly
of course. We’re more “holy” than
that. Instead we couch it in what I
call Reformed Romance. This is
where we sort of combine secular
romance and shaky Calvinism.
We tell singles things like,
“God has someone for you,“ “In
God’s timing He will bring
someone to you,” “God has a plan
for your life and He will bring you
the perfect person for you,” “God
has you right where He wants you
(implied – He has your spouse
there too),” “It can be tough if God
hasn’t brought you the ‘one’ yet,”
and on and on.
This is all bad. It’s not biblical.
It’s not what we do with any other
area of our life. And it makes
absolutely no logical or reasonable
sense. God gave us reason. It’s ok
to use it.
Before we get into the cost of
this, let me just point out how
completely ridiculous and unreasonable this is.
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If you buy into this sort of thing
here is what you are saying you
believe. You believe that for the
first few thousand years of
recorded human history God
brought people to be married
through arranged marriage at age
14-18. Then a few hundred years
ago, God said, “I don’t like that
plan anymore.”
Instead God
decided to delay marriage until
around 18 and make it less
arranged by parents. However
your spouse was always from
your same caste and race. Then a
little later God said, “I will now
bring your spouse from any
caste.”
More recently God
decided that the early 20s would
work better for marriage and he
would bring ‘The One’ through
courting and then later dating.
Finally, now God has determined
that your late twenties or early
thirties (more than a decade after
you first desire sex) would be a
better time to bring you the ‘one.’
That is what we are saying
when we imply that God will
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bring you ‘The One’ at the right
time. Especially because we can’t
do anything to earn anything from
God (Calvin in all things) and yet
He has this perfect someone for
you that will make it all worth it
(Romance).
To top this off we send a mixed
message of how if you do
everything right (which means
don’t have sex) as a single, God
will reward us with this great
marriage with the person He is
bringing for us. So you don’t earn
it, but you earn it, but it’s His
timing. What The . . . ?!
And then we wonder why
people
are
hurt,
confused,
unmarried, bad at marriage and
bitter.
The amazing thing is that we
think we are being different than
the secular culture when really
what we’ve mostly done is take
the secular culture of romance,
chivalry and marriage and tried to
sanctify it, rather than starting
with a right and full theology of
singleness, marriage and our

relationship to God’s sovereignty.
The truth begins with God and
what He says about all of this. It’s
not to say that there is no room for
romance. Romance has its place –
even in scripture (see Songs of
Solomon for example).
God’s
sovereignty is in play in all things,
but the idea of ‘The One’ is
nowhere in scripture or tradition.
Honestly it’s not even hinted at.
This isn’t to say that God
doesn’t bring people into our life
or that God doesn’t want us to be
romantically attracted to people.
But that’s not the same as taking
secular romance and slamming it
together with Calvinism. What
belongs in the Christian fiction
section is Reformed Romance. It is
complete fiction.
The cost of all of this is
immense.
I can’t cover it all in detail as
that would be more of a book than
an article. But there is a cost to
getting all of this wrong, not only
for those of us in the western

Christian culture but also for the
rest of world that we live in.
Here are few of the ways it
costs us as Christian singles:
 The idea of ‘The One’ puts
immense pressure on making
sure that I choose ‘The One’
that God has for me.
 It
makes
me
constantly
question if each person I date is
‘The One’.
 It forces delayed marriage
because people are waiting for
‘The One’ that God has for
them. At the right time of
course.
 It enables me to rule anyone
out for marriage at any time by
simply saying that they are not
‘The One’.
 Since there is
means that ‘The
perfect for me.
that standard of
of course.

‘The One’ it
One’ must be
Who decides
perfect? I do

 It makes it so that I don’t have
to do anything different or
work on my own issues that
may be preventing me from
attracting a spouse.
 It can lead me to not actively
working on getting married
since God will just “bring me
‘The One’” at the right time.
 It ignores all of our current
cultural constructs that are
working against me getting
married.
 It ignores that we live in a
fallen world.
 It ignores
celibacy.

the

theology

of

 It turns God into the Great
Withholder. If I haven’t met
‘The One’ He has for me, well
then He is obviously at fault.
It’s not me . . . It’s God.
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Here are a few of the ways it costs
us in Christian marriage:

ourselves from
romantic culture.

 It takes our choice out of the
equation. I didn’t choose my
spouse, God did.

Instead of offering the spiritual
platitudes that necessarily come
out of Reformed Romance, a
different deeper theology of
singleness and marriage would
enable us to better care for those
who are hurting in both, lead
people towards a fuller walk with
God in marriage and singleness
and even Celibacy for the
Kingdom.(Not to mention celibacy
due to the fall). Our unmarried
would be less desperate, our
marriages would be stronger, and
the celibate would be supported.
People would see that and notice
the difference.

 It gives me an out. I thought
that this person was ‘The One’,
but I see now that I missed it. I
did not choose who God has for
me. He must have someone
else for me.
 Or we can reverse it. God gave
me this person. It’s not my
fault. I’ll make the most of it,
but I’m not responsible.
 I waited all this time and did
what God wanted but my
marriage isn’t what I was told it
would be. That makes me mad
at God.
It makes romance central to sex
and marriage at all times. In other
words rather than marriage itself
sanctifying sex and sexual desire,
romance now sanctifies married
sex.***
But the costs don’t stop with us.
It also hurts our ability to lead in
the world. Other than our moral
efforts to not have sex outside of
marriage (maybe) we end up
looking pretty much like everyone
else.
What we should be doing is
leading. We should be teaching a
whole theology of singleness and
marriage. We should be able to
talk about the options of celibacy.
We should be talking about what
marriage is. With a right view of
marriage and celibacy and how
they both point to the Kingdom
we could be standing out. If we
were to actually help people walk
in both, including helping people
who are not called to celibacy get
married, we would have ground
to stand on when contrasting
46

the

secular

When I give talks in many
different settings one of the things
I like to say is that there are four
areas of our life that if we live
them biblically will give us a
platform to share the gospel.
Those four are: what we do with
our time, what we do with our
money, how we handle sex
(marriage,
singleness,
and
celibacy) and how we do
reconciliation.
Do those four
things biblically and people will
want to know why. Do them the
same as the secular culture and no
one will care what you have to say
about Jesus because you will look
just like them.
Reformed Romance is just a
Christian version of secular
romance. It’s killing us. It needs
to die. [END]
-------------------Notes:
** I’d like to also suggest here that Calvin
would not be very happy with this
arrangement.
***H/T Dalrock – where I first saw this
spelled out in this way.

Biography:
Justin was a single Christian until the
ripe ‘old’ age of 41 and in those
intervening years he made many mistakes
and bad choices, but learned a lot.
After his church held a singles forum
that many singles did not find helpful,
Justin realised there was a need for
guidance and advice, particularly from
the perspective of a single Christian,
rather than married church leaders who
often don’t have a clue. Recognising this
need, Justin began a website for singles:
“More Than Don't Have Sex: Thoughts on
Christ Centered Singleness and the
Church.”
Justin presents his writing from a
man’s perspective, and is the first one to
admit that he doesn’t have all the
answers, but hopes what he does know
can help other Christians who are
struggling as a single person.
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The Gifts
by Michael
Hannett
SPAG Journalist
The Gift of Memories
There are times we would
almost do anything to speak to
our loved ones who have passed
away just one more time, and it
hurts so much that we can't,
because they’re no longer here,
their voice is no longer present.
That is why I thank God that
He blessed us with the gift of
memory, a place in our minds
where we can store every moment
we had with the ones we’ve lost, a
place where we can always see
their smile, hear their laughter,
and remember the amazing
person they were. It’s a place that
we can store a part of them that
death can never take away.
God gave us, through the gift
of memories, the ability to hold
onto the ones we love forever, to
keep them a part of our lives, in a
fashion. While we miss them
dearly, and wish to hear them

again, we only need to look within
our hearts and minds, and we will
find them, we will hear their voice
again, feel their love for us well up
in our hearts, and realize we never
really lost them at all.
Memories are a great blessing
of God, and I thank Him for
giving them to us so that we’ll
always have those we hold so
dear, always next to our hearts.
"So also you have sorrow now,
but I will see you again, and your
hearts will rejoice, and no one will
take your joy from you."
John 16:22 [ESV]

The Gift of Hope
For those whose loved ones
who were Christians, we have the
bright hope that one day we will
see them again. No more will their
bodies be frail, old or broken. No
more will their hearts and minds
be hurt by what they see and hear
in the world around them. Their
tears will be forever wiped away.
There will be no more pain or
suffering.
“I looked again and could
hardly believe my eyes. Everything
above me was new. Everything
below me was new. Everything
around me was new because the
heaven and earth that had been
passed away, and the sea was gone,
completely. And I saw the holy
city,
the
new
Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from
God, prepared like a bride on her
wedding day, adorned for her
husband and for His eyes only.
And I heard a great voice, coming
from the throne.
A Voice: ‘See, the home of God
is with His people. He will live
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among them; they will be His
people, and God Himself will be
with them.
The prophecies are fulfilled: He
will wipe away every tear from
their eyes. Death will be no
more; mourning no more,
crying no more, pain no more,
for the first things have gone
away.’
And the One who sat on the
throne announced to His
creation,
The One: ‘See, I am making all
things new… It is done! I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the end. I will
see to it that the thirsty drink
freely from the fountain of the
water of life. To the victors will
go this inheritance: I will be
their God, and they will be My
children.’”
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Revelation 21:1-7 [VOICE]

How wonderful it will be for us
to be reunited with our loved ones
in heaven, and with our loving
God. It will be an indescribable
place of joy for eternity.
No Gift for Those Who Won’t
Believe
I wonder sometimes, what it is
like for people who don't let God
into their lives, who deny His very
existence, and I have a hard time
imagining it.
For me to live a life without the
Lord, is to live a life believing all
that we will ever have is whatever
this world gives us. It is to live a
life where we achieve what we can
before we die and hope it made a
difference. It is a life that once we
die, simply ceases to exist, as do
we.
That to me, is a life that just
seems so hollow, so empty and
pointless.

A life with God though, is one
of hope. It’s a life where we have
more than this world can ever
offer. It’s a life where we are
promised that death is not our
end. It’s a life where our time on
earth is a tiny footnote in the
chapter of a much bigger story.

"Any temptation you face will
be nothing new. But God is
faithful, and He will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can
handle. But He always provides a
way of escape so that you will be
able to endure and keep moving
forward.”

It’s a life that extends beyond
this world and someday into
God's kingdom, where we will
only know peace, love, happiness,
and joy. That is a promise for all of
us who receive God and the
promise of salvation we have
through His Son Jesus.

1 Corinthians 10:13 [VOICE]

Until that time, our lives are
filled with a love that sustains us,
His courage which will help us
overcome the worst the world can
throw at us, and His peace which
will drive back the worst storms
this world can ever create.
Why would anyone want to
live without all that is promised to
us, if we truly believe?

The Gift of God Himself
“And in the city, I found no
temple because the Lord God, the
All Powerful, and the Lamb are the
temple. And in the city, there is
no need for the sun to light the day
or moon the night because the
resplendent glory of the Lord
provides the city with warm,
beautiful light and the Lamb
illumines every corner of the new
Jerusalem. And all peoples of all
the nations will walk by its
unfailing light, and the rulers of
the earth will stream into the city
bringing with them the symbols of
their grandeur and power. During
the day, its gates will not be closed;
the darkness of night will never
settle in. …Only those whose
names are written in the Lamb’s
book of life can enter.”
Revelations 21:22-25,27b [VOICE]

------------------Bibliography:
[ESV] English Standard Version, The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition:
2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
[VOICE] The Voice Bible Copyright © 2012
Thomas Nelson, Inc. The Voice™ translation ©
2012 Ecclesia Bible Society All rights reserved.

Words of Wisdom

Martin Luther King Jr.
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Why Easter is Dangerous for the Church in India
~ One With Them: Asia ~
by Beth Ross
Open Doors, Australia
A leader of a Hindu extremist
group has declared he will rid
India of Christianity by 2021.
Attacks tend to increase as the
church gathers which is why
Easter is becoming an increasingly
dangerous time to attend church.
During last year’s Easter
celebration, a number of incidents
were reported in India.
A pastor was attacked outside
of his church in the southern state
of India, Tamil Nadu. Sundar
Singh was leading a prayer service
at his church in the city of
Dharmapuri, when a group of
men
and
women
started
to vandalize motorbikes
outside
his church. When Singh went to
investigate, they threw stones at
him. He was injured so badly he
had to be admitted to hospital.
Instead of being punished for
their crimes, the attackers filed a
complaint against Singh, accusing
him of “misbehaviour” towards
women.

On Easter Sunday, another
attack took place 170km south, in
the village of Maradur. A mob of
40 people entered the church
service and began to attack the
congregation and pastor.
When police arrived, they
allegedly did nothing to stop the
attack.
Attacks against Christians are
often violent and in the worst
cases, lead to death. In 2017,
church leader Sultan Masih was
shot dead in north-western India.
He had received threats that if he
continued to preach, he would be
killed.
Sultan Masih had been pastor
of the church for 20 years. He left a
wife and four children behind –
two of whom were adopted.
When Masih was on the phone,
standing outside the church, he
was shot.
“Our father was a courageous
man and he was never afraid to
die for Jesus,” Masih’s son said.
“He has put the same zeal in
us. Our family will continue to

The church of Pastor Sultan Masih

serve God.”
Paul Tamizharasan, a close
friend of Masih’s, told World
Watch Monitor following the
funeral: “Family members are
grieving and we hope the
government
will
catch
the
accused. We demand answers and
have gone to the Punjab
government, but they couldn’t
find who did this.”
Other Attacks Over Easter 2018
25 March 2018: religious
extremists disrupted a Palm
Sunday church service at the
Telangana Sheloha Prayer House,
Balapur,
Hyderabad.
They
threatened the Christians with
greater punishment if they didn’t
stop worshipping.
28 March 2018: a baptism in the
Evangelical Churches of India
(ECI) was disrupted when a group
of Hindu extremists physically
assaulted the Christians gathered
there.
30 March 2018: in Renta
Chintala,
Pastor
Maddira
Kotireddy was badly injured
when extremists attacked him.
Pastor Kottireddy is a well-known
evangelist and had been warned
several times by Hindu extremists
to stop his ministry.

Inside a church in India
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Jesus’ Final Feat of Magic
Abel Lissnar
18 May 30AD
Disrupted service at the Telangana
Sheloha Prayer House

Preparing To Stand Strong In
Persecution
Through our local partners,
Open Doors run persecution
preparation training for pastors
and
church
leaders.
These
seminars help believers understand how to respond biblically to
persecution and how to lead their
congregation through it.
“I learnt that following Christ is
not easy and that we might face
difficulties because of our faith…I
will share these things to the
people in my church so that they
might
also
be
ready
for
persecution.” – Church leader
who attended the persecution
preparation training.
Note from Open Doors
Our aim is not to stop
persecution in India. As a
ministry, our goal is to strengthen
the persecuted church in order for
them to continue being the light of
Jesus in their community.

~ Stand One with Them ~
Click here to find out more

As you know, this Jesus of Nazareth, an
accomplished magician certainly, and possibly
a con-man, was unjustly tortured and crucified
by the Romans last Passover, as a direct
consequence of the actions of certain Jewish
religious leaders.
Weeks after his death, Jesus’ followers
exploited his memory, bringing further
dishonour to him and distress to his mourning
family and friends, by persisting in making
more outrageous claims about him.
First, they claimed he came back to life on
the third day after his execution, stating that
this was another confirmation that Jesus was
the promised Messiah.
Then for the following forty days after he
‘rose from the dead,’ a similar looking man,
claiming to be the deceased Nararene,
performed feats of magic, as shared in my
earlier article. Somehow crowds of hundreds
and even thousands became convinced that this
‘risen Jesus’ was genuine.
I interviewed Luke, a doctor and one of the
most educated of Jesus’ disciples, asking how
they’d managed to create such mass hysteria
that the crowds utterly believed their claims.
He ignored my bluntness and seemed
determined to share his own story.
“After Jesus’ body was found missing,” he
began, “the angels at his tomb verified to those
they met that he is the Son of Man.”
“They confirmed what Jesus had earlier
tried to explain to us - that he must be handed
over to wicked men, he must be crucified, and
then on the third day he must rise.”
“He is the Messiah promised to us so long
ago,“ Luke said firmly.
He looked across at me for a long moment,
his face calm, open and resolute.
Despite my usual neutral or even sarcastic
response to such sensationalism, I heard a
certainty in his voice - not the sales-pitch of a
con-artist nor the tall tale of the story-teller that
I’d expected. His voice, his face, and perhaps, I
suspect, even his spirit seemed to be infused
with an unwavering conviction.
This story, this fairytale, in Luke’s mind,
was genuine. His voice resonated with what he
believed to be the truth of it, and for a moment,
or dare I confess, for several long seconds, I
wanted it to be true.

Christians attend training in Northern India.
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We were interrupted when another
follower by the name of Mark, burst into the
room. “Come!” he called excitedly, “Jesus is
here. He’s asking if we can go with him.”
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“Yes,” Luke replied, “I’ll be there shortly.”
Turning to me he said with a smile, “You’re
welcome to join us if you’d like. We’re heading
to Bethany.”
The small village on the Mount of Olives, ,
would be a fine place to rest and chat with the
group. I hoped also to speak with the man
claiming to be the risen Jesus and to get to the
real truth of the matter. Perhaps I could find a
chink or two of my own to exploit within this
group.
The eleven were joined by a smattering of
other followers, and on the journey, their
camaraderie and enthusiasm in the company of
their leader and each other was disarming.
They laughed easily as we walked, sharing
snippets from their lives, and talking about
Jesus. I moved amongst them, feeling like an
interloper. They knew who I was, likely
realising that I was a hardened sceptic seeking
a good story, yet they welcomed me, which
made me feel even more like an outsider.
I drew closer to ‘Jesus’ as we reached the
village. I assumed he would have a passing
resemblance to the dead leader, but when he
turned and looked at me, I was astonished at
the remarkable resemblance. He could easily
have passed as the dead man’s identical twin,
and the words of derision that had sprung
readily to my lips dried up as I saw his eyes.
Anticipating a condemning question about
my presence there, ‘Jesus’ instead smiled a
little, said nothing and moved away. He wasn’t
at all like I had expected.
As they gathered together in an open area
near an olive grove, Jesus instructed that his
followers should shortly return to, and remain
in Jerusalem until the coming of the Holy Spirit.
The group appeared a little confused by his
command.
Raising his hands, he spoke a blessing over
them, though I can’t recall a single word of it.
He motioned for them to stay as he then
walked a little away from them.
When I looked around at the disciples, it
seemed as though each of them was holding
their breath. I turned back and I saw ‘Jesus’
rising slowly up from the ground, his garments
flapping and his hair gently fluttering as he
rose higher and higher up into the sky, until
finally he was out of sight.
This final act of the magician Jesus, whose
disciples claimed was the promised Messiah,
was possibly the most outrageous stunt of all.
How could I believe what my eyes had so
evidently witnessed. Where could he have gone
to, but heaven? Had I been hypnotised?
Who was this man? Who was this Jesus?
[END]
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by Vicki Nunn
SPAG Editor
When I was younger I remember
hearing jokes about a female relative
who could have joined the circus as
the bearded woman, or if I saw some
unfortunate female on the street
wearing what looked like a teenage
boy's pathetic attempt at a moustache,
I always felt a vague kind of pity for
such women, being the butt of cruel
and unjust jokes, and I’d sigh with
relief that I wasn't similarly afflicted.
As I grew older, I heard the
occasional
middle-aged
woman
mention things like facial hairs, and
just assumed, like thousands of
women that have gone before me, that
it was just an unlucky few who
suffered those affects.
It never dawned on me that rather
than being a rarity, extra facial hair is
a common factor once a woman
reaches that ‘certain age.’ It is in fact
rare, that a woman going through
'The Change', doesn't have some kind
of excessive hair issue.
As a teenager I was blessed with
fair hair and was never like those
poor girls in my school who had to
utilise sheep shears to keep their legs
and armpits groomed. A friend of
mine at the time joked that she used a
vacuum cleaner to brush her legs in
the morning, before her mother
finally allowed her to start shaving. I

Menopause:
a Hair-Raising Experience
think that on her own, my friend kept
the Gillette company going during the
1980s.
In my 20s and into my 30s,
whenever a male friend started
growing a moustache or forgot to
shave, I would jokingly comment that
I’d been trying for several years to
grow a moustache of my own, and I
would laugh out loud. Regrettably,
now I'm in my 50s, I’m at last making
some progress in this area.
The whole menopausal thing
didn't really hit home with me until I
looked in the mirror one night about
the time I turned 41. I stared in
horrified fascination at the black hair
sprouting merrily from my chin. My
mind refused to accept what it was
seeing. About 2cm in length, the
strand stuck out like a thumb trying
to hitch a ride.
I plucked it from my face and
drowned it down the plug-hole. Three
weeks later it came back, looking
none the worse for its excursion. So
once again I pulled it out, vowing to
keep a more vigilant look-out for the
hairy stray. Three weeks later it
returned. That next time though, it
brought along a friend.
Those little chin hairs are a
mystery. They seem to spring up
overnight as if someone had sprinkled
special fertiliser on my chin during
my sleep. Now that I come to think of
it, perhaps that's why it's called
‘fur’tiliser.
While I have been lucky so far in
avoiding the monobrow, I think
someone is sprinkling fertiliser on my
eyebrows too. I began to notice what I
like to lovingly call, a demented
mongrel brow-hair, springing out at
attention above my eyes. These evil
looking things are long, thick and
crinkly, and they grow straight out
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from my face as if reaching for the
sun. While all of my other eyebrow
hairs are laying flat like good little
eyebrows are supposed to, this
diabolical hair sticks out as if I'm
trying to get better reception by
installing my own personal antennae.
What I discovered one time has me
a little concerned. I refer to the 7cm
long hair that was sprouting merrily
from my knee. My leg hairs
thankfully are fairly light and sparse,
and my knee hairs are usually only a
few millimetres in length, but this
extra long one has me a little
spooked... what happens if I start
growing long knuckle hairs or extra
hairy toes?
Do I have to start watching out for
ear hairs as well? Will I wake up one
morning with something that looks
like a long-haired hamster growing
inside each of my ear canals?
Can I also look forward to navel
hair, sideburns and a really good case
of back-hair?
Perhaps I should consider investing in a waxing salon right about
now.
More recently I’ve spotted another
long hair protruding from the lower
portion of my neck. I’m considering
developing a really good crop of them
so that I can knit my personal, in-built
scarf.
It seems that I have joined some
secret middle-aged women's society
without even knowing I'd sent in an
application form. *sigh!*
[END]

Tantalising Trivia
Did you know that the fastest
spider in the world can run 330
times the distance of its own body
length in ten seconds? Yikes!
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Unrefined

by Ziri Dafranchi
SPAG Journalist
We are all diamonds in the
rough. Each of us is naturally
endowed with unique qualities
including special talents, nature,
character, virtues, skills, and
abilities, qualities which fully
realised, utilised and expressed,
sets us apart as rare gems.
The problem, however, is that
as with precious objects, such as
gold and diamond, we are not
born refined - we start life with
our unique qualities in the rough.
Just as diamonds don't come
naturally refined but exist in the
rough, and gold with dross.
To become our 'diamonds' or
'golds,'
therefore, we
must
willingly undergo the refining
process, which turns out to be as
unpleasant as it is gruesome, but
not without gains.
Refinement is often facilitated
using heat - furnace temperature which is needed to both separate
the gem from the dirt, as well as
mature the former making it both
pure and usable.

us undesirable even though otherwise precious.
Struggling?
Do you sometimes struggle to
be who you think you are? For
instance, do you see yourself,
innately, as a kind and generous
person but struggle to be kind and
generous when the occasion
demands such from you?
Do you perceive yourself to be

selfless, but often exhibit selfish
attitudes in reality? Well, you are
not alone.
We all sometimes struggle to
express our true intentions, simply
because we are trying to break free
from our ‘dross’ or ‘rough’ - the
impurities that need to go, so the
hidden gem in us can be revealed.
The first step to freedom is to
be true to ourselves and acknowledge that we are not who or what

Gold goes through ‘hell’ before
it becomes a heavenly treasure,
likewise diamonds.
We are not exempt. We cannot
become our golden self without
first going through a similar fiery
furnace - or hell, but hell is
certainly not a pleasant place nor a
place anyone would ordinarily
chose to visit. We, however, are
left with no choice if we must
realise the hidden treasures we are
naturally endowed with: we must
submit to the refiner's fire.
Failing to do so will leave us
rough around the edges, making

52

~ Issue 17 Jun to Aug 2019 ~

52

~ Single Person Approved by God ~
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we think we are, or desire to be, at
least not yet.
We must submit ourselves to
the refinement process. This
requires seeking help from above from God Who created us and
embedded those qualities in us and, more importantly, paying
close attention to the practical
sessions which are a crucial part of
the refining process.
The Refining Process
Practice, it has been said, makes
perfect, and rightly so. We learn
from our experiences, if we choose
to. Life will always present us
with circumstances aimed at
assisting us develop our hidden
potentials, in a gradual way.
Runners
don't
start
with
marathons as a first run, weightlifters don't start with tonnes, and
scholars don't start learning from
the university level. It always
starts somewhere and with little,
and gradually it builds up.
Likewise life will afford us with
little opportunities to develop our
innate qualities but we must be
willing to take advantage of each
opportunity. You may desire to
build a shelter to house thousands
of homeless people - but life may
first provide you with the
opportunity
of
temporarily
accommodating a single stranger
at a time, in need of shelter. All
53

you have is a tiny room and are in
need of a better accommodation
yourself.
You may wish to feed the
world's poor and life instead
provides you with a chance to
share your small lunch with a
hungry colleague. Ironic, but life is
full of ironies and is an irony itself.
These circumstances may be
the opportunity for you to practice
and develop your diamond
qualities. Remember that old
saying: no pain no gain.
To run a marathon is no
ordinary feat: sweat, blood and
tears are expended in training
without
which,
running
a
marathon will forever remain a
dream embedded in the mind of
the person who is naturally
equipped to run marathons.
The good news is that we can
be who we have always believed
we are. We can become our true
selves by realising our hidden
potentials and putting them to
good use. We can become pure
gold without the dross. We can
become diamonds without the
rough. We can - only if we endure
refinement, and that too we can, if
we trust God and hold fast to
Him, in that process. [END]

Advertising Promotion

~ Miss Terry Woman ~
www.missterrywoman.com
From classic to quirky, you can
find a huge variety of products
with graphic designs created by
Australian Christian artist Vicki
Nunn:
 Clothing;
 Kitchenware;
 Phone covers;
 Clocks;
 Canvases;
 Stationery;
 and so much more!

There'll be something to please
you at 'Miss Terry Woman.'
Links to the four different shops:
www.missterrywoman.com
(with over 25,000 items in the Australian
shop alone)
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Puzzle Page: Bible Couples & the Sermon on the Mount

Bible Couples and
the Sermon on the Mount
Puzzle 1: Bible Couples

Answers on page 56

Puzzle 1 has two parts:
Part 1: on the left in both tables (a-k & l-v) is a Biblical male’s name whose letters have been scrambled. First you have
to correctly identify the male in question by unscrambling the letters in his name, and noting them down.

scrambled

Female’s name

Match

Male’s name

Match

Part 2: once you know who the male is, then find their female partner from either of the lists on the right of the tables
(1-11 & 12-22), and write in the matching female’s number in the column next to the man’s name.
Male’s name

unscrambled

scrambled

Female’s name

unscrambled

a

Monosol

1

Eve

l

Vidda

12

Zipporah

b

Resexx

2

Sarah

m

Hairu

13

Jael

c

Phlodiat

3

Rachel

n

Zoba

14

Jezebel

d

Chairhaza

4

Ruth

o

Maad

15

Hannah

e

Shoea

5

Mary

p

Laquia

16

Esther

f

Reheb

6

Bathsheba

q

Ciasa

17

Elizabeth

g

Haba

7

Priscilla

r

Smanso

18

Sapphira

h

Kleanha

8

Rebekah

s

Somes

19

Gomer

i

Deroh

9

Naamah

t

Mharbaa

20

Deborah

j

Bojac

10

Delilah

u

Lanab

21

Herodias

k

Phejos

11

Abigail

v

Naansia

22

Michal

Puzzle 2: Sermon on the Mount

18-22 Remarkable!

13-17 Great work

8-12

0-7

Nice

Needs some work

What do you recall about the sermon on the mount? Can you figure out the missing words shown in
the various verses below? The dashes provide the exact number of letters in the words (These were extracted
from the NIV version.)
Blessed are those who __ __ __ __ __ , for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will __ __ __

__ __ __.

Blessed are you when people __ __ __ __ __ __ you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of __ __ .
…let your __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ before others, that they may see your good deeds and
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ your Father in heaven.
And if anyone wants to sue you and take your __ __ __ __ __ hand over your __ __ __ __ as well.
But when you pray, go into your room, close the __ __ __ __ and pray to your Father, who is
__ __ __ __ __ .
Do not __ __ __ __ __ up for yourselves __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ on earth, where moths and
vermin destroy.
You cannot serve both __ __ __ and __ __ __ __ __ .
… do not throw your __ __ __ __ __ __ to pigs.
For wide is the __ __ __ __ and __ __ __ __ __ is the __ __ __ __ that leads to destruction, and many
enter through it.
17-20 Excellent!
12-16 Great work
7-11 Not too bad
0-6
Needs some work
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Kristie’s Kitchen: Low-Carb Recipes

LOW-CARB RECIPES
Easy recipes for around two people, with regular
supermarket ingredients. All recipes have been
tried and tested, right in Kristie’s Kitchen!

LIGHT REFRESHMENT:

TREATS:

(two serves)

(two-three serves)

Ingredients:

Ingredients:

40g smoked salmon
1 small gherkin sliced
125 g sour cream
½ tsp lemon juice

¼ cup boiling water
½ sachet strawberry sugar free jelly
½ sachet lime sugar free jelly
1½ tsp gelatine
½ punnet fresh or frozen raspberries (approx 75g)
6 ice-block/ice-pole holders

Instructions:
This dip is best made at least a few hours
ahead of time, and kept in the fridge.
Blend all of the ingredients together in a
blender until smooth. Place into a serving
bowl and cover. Keep refrigerated until ready
to use.
Serve with low-carb crackers or low carb
vegetable such as celery or slices of cucumber,
or blanched sticks of broccoli, asparagus,
cauliflower, zucchini or green beans. Also
delicious with low-carb mozzarella sticks or
low-carb fried potato chips. Perhaps add some
pepperoni and salami slices and different
cheeses. Yum!

Instructions:
Wash the raspberries and blot off excess water, then
blend in a bowl. In another bowl, mix gelatine in hot
water until dissolved then blend with the raspberries.
Pour the berry mixture into the ice-block/pole holders
till filled around one third of the way. Place into the
fridge and allow to set for at least 2 hours.
Once set, make up separate bowls of the sugar free
jellies according to the directions, then alternate the
flavours between the ice-block/poles and fill to the top.
Place into the fridge until the second jelly is fully set.
After that, place into the freezer and serve when
frozen. You may like to try other low-carb berries and
jelly mixtures. Alternately, after dissolving the jelly mix
in the hot water, instead of
adding cool water in the jelly
mixture, use thickened cream.
Note: it’s important to use a
good quality ice-block or icepole set, otherwise the
mixture can stick to the plastic
and may not come out intact.
Easy to make in bulk and a
sweet treat for all ages,
especially in warm weather!
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Next issue; Puzzle Page Answers & ‘What is it’ Answer

~ You can so easily help this ministry! ~

Next quarter’s issue:

Priority: please pray for SPAG Magazine, our readers and our volunteers - it’s the most important thing we
ask. Our aim is to encourage, challenge and inspire Christians in their walk, and to honour and exalt God.
Can you pray that we achieve our aim, and that we will obtain the staff and assistance we need.
Another way you can support us is financially, eg access to the internet to quickly allow the large
amount of downloads, research etc that is required, is $79.95 each month. Additionally we back up to a
cloud to keep our files safe should the computer die, which is around $9.80 a month. Perhaps you could get
together with a few friends, church or family members and donate some of that cost. Alternately, you could
purchase something from our online store (www.spagmag.com/shop), or set up your bank account to
donate a regular amount - even $5 a month can make a difference, considering that in the last year we’ve
received less than $250. As you can imagine, that doesn’t come near to covering our costs.
Your contribution would be much appreciated, and would reduce some of the financial pressure
currently placed on our Editor, Vicki Nunn, who pays all outstanding costs out of her own disability pension.
At present we haven’t applied for charity status in Australia, simply because we don’t the staff (volunteers)
available to follow this through, let alone have the funding to do so. We really need an accountant to help
with our books, otherwise it’s yet another duty that falls on Vicki’s shoulders, and she’s already stretched
for time … and energy!

~ Thank you for considering how you can make a difference. ~
PUZZLE PAGE ANSWERS - from page 54
Puzzle 1: Bible couples

a
b
c
d
e
f
g
h
i
j
k

Male’s name
scrambled unscrambled
Monosol
Solomon
Resexx
Xerxes
Phlodiat
Lapidoth
Chairhaza Zachariah
Shoea
Hosea
Reheb
Heber
Haba
Ahab
Kleanha
Elkanah
Deroh
Herod
Bojac
Jacob
Phejos
Joseph

Female
9
16
20
17
19
13
14
15
21
3
5

Naamah
Esther
Deborah
Elizabeth
Gomer
Jael
Jezebel
Hannah
Herodias
Rachel
Mary

l
m
n
o
p
q
r
s
t
u
v

Male’s name
scrambled unscrambled
Vidda
David
Hairu
Uriah
Zoba
Boaz
Maad
Adam
Laquia
Aquila
Ciasa
Isaac
Smanso
Samson
Somes
Moses
Mharbaa Abraham
Lanab
Nabal
Naansia Ananias

Female
22
6
4
1
7
8
10
12
1
11
18

Michal
Bathsheba
Ruth
Eve
Priscilla
Rebekah
Delilah
Zipporah
Sarah
Abigail
Sapphira

Puzzle 2 answers: Sermon on the Mount

Did you guess the identity
of the item in the close-up on
top the right, from page 28?
If
you
guessed
the
iridescent wings of a blue
butterfly, then you are a
genius!
Frankly I thought it looked
a little like torn denim fabric! 

Chapter 5:
v4
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
v8
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
v11
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because of me.
v15b
…let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.
v40
And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well.
Chapter 6
v6a
But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who
is unseen.
v19
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy.
v24
You cannot serve both God and money.
Chapter 7
v6
…do not throw your pearls to pigs
v13
For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter
through it.
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